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Captain will bring Clouds back to earth  

She has had fellow Gr1 winners Lady In Black, 
Front And Centre, Celtic Sea, and Temple 

Grafin playing second (and third) fiddle to her 
in 2019 and 2020, but faces perhaps an even 
tougher challenge this time in the form of Justin 
Snaith’s highly exciting WSB Fillies Guineas 
winner Captain’s Ransom.    

The pair do have some ‘previous’, after  
meeting in the Gr3 Diana Stakes at Durbanville 
last October. Clouds Unfold hit the front 200m 
out and looked all over a winner, only to be  
outgunned late by the young upstart, who 
showed her top-class potential - quickening 
smoothly to win going away by a neck in  
receipt of 10kg (2kg better than wfa terms). 

In addition, they both have collateral form with 
Cape Town Met hopeful Princess Calla. And 

that line also points to Captain’s Ransom. The 
Snaith filly beat her by a dominant 2,25 lengths 
in the Guineas, while ‘Clouds’ virtually dead 
heated with Adam Marcus’ filly in the Cartier 
Paddock Stakes, behind another Met acceptor 
in Queen Supreme.         

Bass dynasty 
The Bass dynasty has made this race their own 
in recent times – winning 5 of the last six. Mike 
Bass sent out Inara to score in 2015 and 2016, 
and after Candice took over, Nightingale gave 
her a first Gr1 winner in 2017, before Snaith  
(to Page 2)  

Candice Bass-Robinson’s long-time stable queen Clouds Unfold goes for an  
unprecedented third straight Majorca Stakes on Saturday.  

Captain’s Ransom (left) beats Clouds Unfold in the Diana. Will history repeat itself ? Pic-Wayne Marks 



2 

 

ruined the sequence with Snowdance’s  
comfortable 2018 triumph.   

“She’s doing very well. She came out of the 
1800 (Paddock Stakes) in top shape, but  
enjoys the mile. She’s drawn badly, but given 
her style of running, it’s not really an issue. She 
was drawn even worse last year,” was the word 
from Candice this morning. 

“As for her future, she definitely won’t be going 
to KZN. She may be retired to stud, or have 
one more race, but that has still to be decided.” 

And Candice warns to not ignore her own  
three-year-old Chat Ching, who was third in the 
Guineas, and fourth in the Paddock Stakes.  

“She ran on really well last time, and is much 
better drawn now.  

“She will be right there. She’s tall and rangy, 
and is looking exceptionally well, but will  
probably only reach her absolute peak around 
this time next year.” 

Snaith enjoys Majorca 

Justin Snaith has won this race on four  

previous occasions, and as usual is full of  
confidence. But then why wouldn’t he be? 

“It’s all gone to plan. She’s doing great, has a 
good draw, and is as well as she’s ever been.  

“I respect Clouds Unfold, but I think Captain’s 
Ransom is one of the better bets on the card, 
and will be a tough nut to crack. All the signs 
are there for her, and she’s a potential banker.” 

And like his friend Candice, he makes a case 
for his other runner.  

“Silvano’s Pride went too hard in the Paddock, 
but will have it easier up front this time, and 
can definitely finish in the money.” 

Indeed from the inside draw, the 2019 Gr1 
Woolavington winner will be there for free, and 
must be respected.  

(continues Page 4) 

Candice and Clouds enjoy a special moment a year ago…..Pic-Chase Liebenberg 

Captain will bring Clouds back to earth-from Page 1 
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Brett well represented 

Sadly Brett Crawford doesn’t have a Met runner 

this year, but has a Ridgemont Highlands 
owned trio trying their luck here.  

“On their work Kelpie would be the best of my 
three, but on form there should be very little  
between them.  

“Sing Out Loud should be competitive. She 
missed the break and was too far out of her 
ground last time. From a good draw Anton can 
bounce her and get her into the race.” 

“Pretty Young Thing is capable but has a bad 
draw to overcome.” 

Interestingly Ridgemont retained first choice 
Marcus rides Sing Out Loud (rated 109) ahead 
of Pretty Young Thing (115) who is Gr1 placed 
over this trip.   

First Muscutt Gr1 runners 

Crawford’s former assistant Peter Muscutt 
fields his first Gr1 runners since returning to 
training in his own right at the beginning of  
November.   

Indi Anna won the Gr3 Flamboyant at Greyville 
last time in her first attempt at a stakes race.    

“She’s been in Cape Town for three weeks, and 
her work this morning was just what I was  
looking for. She won well despite overracing 

last time, and if she settles she can feature. 
She’s fit and well.” 

The others all look up against it. Glen Kotzen’s 
Third Runway (below) was a Gr2 winner earlier 
in her career, but has faded badly in her last 
three, and cannot be fancied on that.  

Similarly , Mike Stewart’s Helen’s Ideal was a 
dual Listed winner as a three-year-old, but has 
become inconsistent. Even at best she appears 
outgunned here. His other runner Icon Princess 

completes the line up. She is a game sprint/
miler, and has probably got a stakes win in her. 
But not this one.  

Verdict: The quality of this crop of  
three-year-old fillies is undeniable, and the 
form all points to the rapidly improving  
Captain’s Ransom. Bass-Robinson pair Clouds 
Unfold and Chat Ching can fight out second 
place, while if doing a quartet I would take the 
field for fourth. –tt   

Fixed odds for Cape Town Met January 30  
 
22-10 Belgarion 
9-2     Rainbow Bridge 
11-2   Queen Supreme 
6-1     Do It Again 
7-1     Golden Ducat  
10-1   Princess Calla 
20-1   African Night Sky   
33-1   Cirillo, Running Brave 
50-1   Silver Operator 
100-1 Sovereign Spirit 

Captain will bring Clouds back to earth-from Page 2 

Fixed odds for Majorca Stakes January 30  
 
1-1     Captain’s Ransom 
22-10 Clouds Unfold 
7-1     Chat Ching 
12-1   Silvano’s Pride 
16-1   Pretty Young Thing, Sing Out Loud  
25-1   Helen’s Ideal, Indi Anna, Kelpie 
50-1   Icon Princess, Third Runway   
 

 



5 

 



6 

 

The National Horseracing Authority has  
announced the Stipendiary Board for the 
Cape Town Met (see also Page 8). 
 
The three local Cape Town Stipes are joined by 
one from KZN and two from Gauteng.  
 
In the middle  of a raging pandemic, this seems 
unnecessary and unwise. 

After the same thing happened at the   
L’Ormarins Queen;s Plate three weeks ago I 
wrote the following, which still applies. 
 

<><><><><><><><><> 
One thing I did find surprising in the current  
climate is that the NHA flew in stipes from both 
Gauteng and KZN  to back up the local crew 
(Cecil van As, Ernie Rodrigues, and Nick 
Shearer) on the day. 
 
That meant stipendiary representatives of our 
three foremost racing centres were all sitting in 
the same room. After all if stipes in those three 
centres all went down with COVID, and the  
entire boardroom had to go into isolation,  
racing would have to come to a halt.  
 
Which is the very scenario stopping jockeys 
from travelling is supposed to prevent.  
 
And the NHA of course also have their much 
vaunted ‘virtual boardroom’ which means stipes 
can contribute from a remote location….. 

<><><><><><><><><> 
 
Attempts to get comment from the NHA  by 
phone and email had been unsuccessful at the 
time of going to press. –tt   

Why are Gauteng and KZN stipes going to the Met?   
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The National Horseracing Authority has 
pleasure in confirming the composition of 
its Stipendiary Board that will be on duty at 
the Cape Town Met Race meeting at  
Kenilworth Racecourse on Saturday, 30 
January 2021. 
  

Even though this year’s edition of the Cape 
Town Met race meeting is behind closed doors, 
the responsibility to maintain the integrity and 
the safe conduct of racing remains very much 
in place.   
 
As is custom practice for the flagship race 
meetings, the NHA has assembled a national 
and vastly experienced team of Officials to  
attend to these requirements.   
 
The Graded status of the races that are carded, 
coupled with the local and international interest, 
demonstrates that South African Racing is held 
in the highest esteem, this is borne out by the 
Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) including the 
feature races as part of its package on the 
day.   
 
The revenue streams to South Africa will be 
bolstered by HKJC taking these races and for 
their customers to participate on the day, they 
expect that races are held under similar Rules 
as their own and the races to be run on time.  
 
The NHA is a signatory to various Articles in 
the International Federation of Horseracing  
Authorities International Agreement. 
  
Ernie Rodrigues  
 
The NHA’s most experienced Stipendiary 
Steward with some thirty-four years’ in this role, 
most of which have been in senior positions.   
 
Ernie has been the Chief Stipendiary Steward 
in the Western Cape since 2010 after being an 

integral member of the KZN Stipendiary Board 
for many years, prior to this.  
  
Lyle Anderson  
 
A former Trainer and Administrator that has 
earned respect as an official tasked with  
upholding the integrity of the Horseracing  
Industry. Lyle has risen to the top of the  
Stipendiary Steward ranks in a relatively short 
period of time, largely due to his natural  
leadership skills.   
 
Lyle is the Chief Stipendiary Steward, Central 
Provinces and in 2020, benefited from  
spending a fortnight with the Stipendiary  
Steward panel in Hong Kong.  
  
Deanthan Moodley  
 
A qualified attorney that has found a career that 
enables him to utilise his talents and passion.   
 
Having started his career as a Stipendiary 
Steward in Johannesburg, Deanthan has been 
based in the Eastern Cape as a Senior  
Stipendiary Steward and presently is the Chief 
Stipendiary Steward, Kwa-Zulu Natal. 
  
Ryan Hutcheson  
 
A former trainer, horseman and all-round 
sportsman, Ryan was employed by the NHA in 
2015 and has risen rapidly through the ranks to 
his current position of the Deputy Chief  
Stipendiary Steward, Central Provinces. 
  
Nicholas Shearer  
 
After a successful career as a professional 
Jockey, Nick commenced employment with the 
NHA in 2007 and has served in KwaZulu-Natal, 
Gauteng and in the Western Cape as the  
Deputy Chief Stipendiary Steward since 2014.  
  
Cecil van As   
 
A vastly experienced Racing man, with a  
lifetime spent in the industry.  Cecil’s career 
includes race riding at the highest level, being a 
natural horseman and enhancing the start as 
the Chief Starter in Cape Town and officiating 
as a Stipendiary Steward since 2006 in the 
same region.  
 
Official NHA press release 

 NHA announces stipes for Cape Town Met 
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Bernard Fayd’herbe is someone the term 
‘big race jockey’ could have been  
invented for, and he would be getting fired 
up for the Cape Town Met ….were he not 
‘stuck’ on the island paradise of Mauritius.  
 
Here he pays a visit this very morning to the 
formerly Brett Crawford trained Nebula (right).  
 
Bernie won the 2017 Gr3 Algoa Cup, as well as 
an earlier minor race on the now eight-year-old 
gelding, before he was exported to the island 
and scored the last of his seven wins.  
 
“He’s retired now, and has a great home at a 
riding school run by two ladies called Nadia 
and Axel. He’s looking great and is doing really 
well.” 
 
After completing a successful first season with 
Vincent Allet, the talented heavyweight is  
looking forward to the new campaign starting 
on March 20.   
 
“We finished strongly, and were champions by 
winners, but third on stakes, which like in South 
Africa is the one that counts. 

“I’m really enjoying riding for Mr Vincent  
Allet, who is a pleasure to work for. And in the 
new season we will have Twist Of Fate to look 
forward to. He is in quarantine at present, but is 
the type of horse that should thrive here.” 
 
Bernie won two Gr3 races on the son of Master 
Of My Fate, as well as finishing runner up to 
Soqrat in the Gr1 Cape Guineas of 2018.  
 
He also visits another former SA star on a  
regular basis:  
 
“I go to see Katak (left) twice a week. He’s  
matured nicely and looks like a  
stallion now,’ he says about the undefeated 
winner of all three legs of the 2020 Cape  
Winter Series. Fayd’herbe rode Katak in his 
final SA appearance in the Winter Derby.  
 
Katak is due to leave for the UK on Saturday, 
and has to spend 90 days there before heading 
on to his final destination of Singapore -  
hopefully in May. –tt   

Bernie visits old friends 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Frankie Dettori turned 50 at the end of 2020 
and it was yet another memorable year for 
the jockey on the racecourse, during which 
he earned his third consecutive Longines 
World's Best Jockey Award. He first won the 
award in 2015. 
 
“Whoever thought at my age I could still do it,” 
said Dettori from his home in Newmarket as he 
joined the Longines Racing Awards via a video 
link.  
 
The most successful horses with which the  
Italian-born jockey was associated in 2020 
were the European champion 3-year-old colt, 
Palace Pier (GB) (Kingman {GB}), champion 

stayer Stradivarius (Ire) (Sea The Stars {Ire}) 
and the recently retired Enable (GB) (Nathaniel 
{Ire}), who recorded an historic hat-trick in the 
G1 King George VI and Queen Elizabeth S. at 
Ascot. All three were trained in Newmarket by 
John Gosden. 
 
“It goes without saying that she is the horse I've 
loved most in my life,” said Dettori of Enable, 
who was the joint-best horse in the world in 
2019 along with Crystal Ocean (GB) (Sea The 
Stars {Ire}) and Waldgeist (GB) (Galileo {Ire}). 
 
“We tried to win three Arcs and we couldn't 
make it but she won three King Georges, which 
was a record. I do miss her a lot. (to Page 13)

Fifty up Frankie gets 4th Longines  

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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She gave racing and the public so much joy 
and she has really helped me to win this  
Longines World's Best Jockey.” 
 
While Enable is now at Juddmonte's Banstead 
Manor Stud awaiting her first cover 
by Kingman, both Palace Pier and Stradivarius 
have remained in training at Gosden's 
Clarehaven Stables. Now seven and still an  
entire, Stradivarius is being primed for a fourth 
Gold Cup at Ascot, the racecourse at which 
Dettori completed his infamous 'Magnificent 
Seven' in September 1996. 
 
He added, “I think this has been a great  
initiative by Longines to start this World's Best 
Jockey championship from the results of the 
100 best races around the world. It's great for 
us to be recognised around the world and for 
me to win it four times now is a great honour.” 
 
Only three jockeys have won the award since it 
was founded in 2014. Ryan Moore was the  
inaugural winner and took the title again in 
2016. Australia's Hugh Bowman, best known 
for his association with Winx (Aus), was the 
Longines World's Best Jockey in 2017. 
 

The award is based upon performances in the 
100 highest-rated Group 1 and Grade 1 races 
throughout the year, with jockeys given 12 
points for a winning ride, six points for finishing 
second, and four points for third. 
 

thoroughbreddailynews.com 

Fifty up Frankie gets 4th Longines-from Page 12 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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With an estimated R15 million P6 pool on 
the big day, exotic bettors chasing a life 
changing score may need to spread wide.  
 
There will also be two Jackpots (Race 5 – Race 
8 and Race 9 -Race 12) plus two Bipots (Race 
2 through Race 7 and from Race 7 to Race 12) 
challenging punters.  
 
Together with the familiar menu of single race 
exotics across a captivating 12 race card. 
 
Punters eager to have a fixed odds strike could 
be tempted by constantly improving gelding, 
Pinkerton offered at around 7/2 in Race 4, and 
promising stayer, Silver Host, who elicited high 

praise from trainer Snaith after his last  
eye-catching victory.  
 
Silver Host is priced up at 13/10 in Race 10 – 
those odds are a tiny bit skinny, so hooking him 
up in doubles and multiples with other fancies 
across the card could prove nourishing. 
 
Off time of Race 1 is 11h50 – the Met (Race 9) 
is scheduled for 17h10. 

Betting bonanza on Met day 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 
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