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 Kommet or Rascal in Politician?  

On official ratings the former has the slight 
edge – 112 over Rascallion’s 110. But both are 

clearly undervalued, and are destined to reach 
far higher levels.  

The ‘Kommet’ has not broken a sweat in his 
three outings, while Rascallion should have got 
a lot closer when third in the Cape Guineas – 
the race where he attained his current mark. 

And as I said at the time, that race is almost 
certain to turn out to be well undervalued  
anyway.    

Kommetdieding has of course caught the  
imagination of the racing public with dominating 

wins in all three of his starts, but now steps up 
to Graded class for the first time. .  

“He’s doing very well. I’m very happy with his 
work and everything is on track. There are no 
worries about the trip, and after Thursday’s 
sprint up it will all be up to our jockey.  

“Saturday is his biggest test yet, and I think 
Rascallion is our danger. People talk about 
pressure, but at home he’s the most laid-back 
horse, and just fills you with (to Page 2)

While quite rightly most attention will be focused on the three Gr1 events on Cape Town 
Met day, many racing enthusiasts are keenly anticipating the Gr3 Politician Stakes over 

1800m, where undefeated Kommetdieding comes up against Gr1 proven Rascallion in what 
could be the match race of the day. 

Ashwin Reynolds (left) and Harold Crawford lead in Kommetdieding in December. Sihle Cele up. Pic-Wayne Marks 
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confidence,” commented Michelle Rix, who 
trains him in partnership with her  
father Harold Crawford.  

And the Elusive Fort colt is providing to be 
something of a fairy tale ride for 35-year-old 
Sihle Cele, who has been around a long time, 
but hasn’t managed to win a Graded race as 
yet. In fact the likeable rider has only ridden two 
winners in the 2020/21 season – both of the 
‘armchair’ variety aboard Kommetdieding! 

“He’s an exciting horse, and definitely the best 
I’ve ever ridden in a race – by far. At home he 
still looks at everything and falls asleep, but at 
races he knows what to do.    

“While respecting the others I have full  

confidence in my horse. He is still far from 
reaching his full potential,” said an  
understandably upbeat Cele. 

Ashwin Reynolds has been an owner for a  
paltry six years, but has already had 33  
winners, and been associated with a few  

decent types, like Hong Kong bound Pure 
South  and Gr2 winner African Warrior.  

“I had a real soft spot for Pure South, but  
Kommetdieding is taking his place. Nobody 
wanted him at the Durban sale, and Harold 
(Crawford) picked him up for me for R55,000.” 

And there have already been offers many  
multiples of that figure flying around, of that 
there is no doubt.  

“I say to potential buyers - ‘I am in this game to 
win a Grade 1. Talk to me after the Derby.’” 

Spoken like a true racing man sir! 

“Sihle Cele has also been great for the horse. 
He knows him inside out and rides him every 
day. Everybody deserves a chance.”  

And Ashwin also had a few words for the late 
Aldo Girolo.  

“I will miss him terribly. He would give me good 
advice like: ‘My boy – if it can’t run in the first 
three it must go.’”   (to Page 4) 

Kommet or Rascal in Politician?-from Page 1 

Aldo, Linda and son Enrico outside the Hildebrand. 

Co-owner Marsh Shirtliff  greets Rascallion and MJ Byleveld back in August.. Pic-Wayne Marks 
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Marshall has a plan 

By contrast Vaughan Marshall is into three  
figures in terms of black type wins, and looks 
after the Vercingetorix colt Rascallion.  

“He’s doing very well and has done everything I 
have asked of him so far. He’s been unlucky in 
all of his last three, but we’re going to put  
quarter cup blinkers on for Saturday, as he has 
tended to lose concentration, and get a little out 
of his ground.” 

Rascallion was baulked about 250m out in the 
Guineas, but regathered himself to finish 
strongly and only be beaten a length and a half. 

He would surely have gone close to winning 
given a clear passage. 

And there is a jockey change, with Aldo 
Domeyer being replaced by Anton Marcus.  

“It’s not that I was unhappy with Aldo, but he 
doesn’t really travel, and Anton rides all my 

work in Durban. So it makes sense to give him 
the ride now.” 

And he concludes with a stark statement of  
intent. 

“I will be very disappointed if he loses.”    

His other runner Dubai Lights won fluently last 
week, and a good effort is expected again.  

“He will be competitive but dropping in trip to 
1800m is against him. He is a staying type. He 
will run very well, but I don’t think he can beat 
Rascallion.”  

For me this is a classic heart vs head  
conundrum . My heart plumps for the romantic  
Kommetdieding story, and head for proven 
Marshall and Marcus Stakes power. The head 
wins narrowly, but it’s going to be a cracker. –tt   

Fixed odds for Cape Town Met January 30  
 
22-10 Belgarion 
9-2     Rainbow Bridge 
11-2   Queen Supreme 
6-1     Do It Again 
7-1     Golden Ducat  
10-1   Princess Calla 
20-1   African Night Sky   
33-1   Cirillo, Running Brave 
50-1   Silver Operator 
100-1 Sovereign Spirit 

Kommet or Rascal in Politician?-from Page 2 

Kommetdieding canters in last time. Pic Wayne Marks 

Fixed odds for Politician Stakes January 30  
 
1-1     Kommetdieding 
22-10 Rascallion 
12-1   Hoedspruit  
14-1   Crimson Kin 
16-1   Mach Four  
20-1   Legitimate 
25-1   Dubai Lights, Red Lark, Kaptein   
33-1   Fast Love, Juan Carlos, Northern Song 
40-1   My Bestie 

 

Rascallion beats Dubai Lights. Pic Wayne Marks 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

News breaking today on Nick Luck’s  
podcast is that Hawwaam (pictured above at 
Newmarket) is to race in the UK under the 
care of William Haggas during 2021. 
 
Mike de Kock  made the following comments to 
host Luck on the show. 
  
“He’s definitely got ability and is a very good 
horse. If he can deal with the undulations…and 
adapt to the situation there I think he’ll do very, 
very well. It’ll be very interesting to see how the 
South African form will stack up with your  
horses 
 
“Its only every now and then you get the real 
South African champion that will stand up to 

your quality. I think he will be competitive, it’s  
really hard to tell, but I think the best of this 
horse is still to come.  
 
“He’s by a sire called Silvano and the older they 
get the better they get. If he can improve on his 
Gr1 form here he’ll be competitive. But he will 
have to raise it another few pounds.”  
 
Mike also touched on Queen Supreme in the 
Cape Town Met. 
 
"A very good filly who I think has a Group race 
abroad in her as well. Beautiful pedigree. Ten 
furlongs (2000m) she's never won over. Her 
best trip for me has been 9f (1800m). But she 
has travelled down well and is in good spirits." 

Hawwaam goes to William Haggas 
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The 22-year-old Sardinian jockey  
Pietro Alberto Brocca did not make it after  
crashing from his horse last Thursday  
during a race at the San Rossore  
racecourse in Pisa. 
 
After days in a coma due to the traumas  
reported, he died on Monday in the hospital of 
the Tuscan capital. 
 
A native of Dorgali, like his father Francesco 
(horse trainer), Pietro Alberto Brocca has  
always lived with his family in Mores 
 
Since he was a child he cultivated a passion for 
horse racing and racing, also participating in all 
the parades of horses that took place in the  
village, and beyond. 
 
Following the official races, a promising career 
and today's untimely death, which has thrown 
the family, the Sardinian horse racing world 
and his country into despair. 
 
"Pietro Alberto was a really good boy - says the 
mayor of Mores Peppino Ibba - I always  
remember him proud and proud riding his  
horses.  

For us it is a huge loss. On behalf of the whole 
community I offer my deepest condolences. to 
the family ".  
 

www.unionesarda.it 
 

  (article translated from the original Italian) 

Young Italian jock dies tragically 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Gai Waterhouse conceded she was “very 
touched” to be awarded the Officer of the 
Order of Australia (AO) in the Australia Day 
honours released on Tuesday. 
 
“Racing has been my life and I am so lucky 
because I love this sport and I love what I 
do,’’ the champion trainer told The Daily  
Telegraph. 
 
“I’ve been very fortunate to have won many 
other awards but this is the first time for  
something like this. It was such a surprise. 
 
“It’s very touching, very humbling to be 
honoured with this award. I think it is great that 
racing gets the recognition it deserves, too.’’ 
  
The AO is awarded for “distinguished service of 
a high degree to Australia” and Waterhouse 
has certainly made an extraordinary  

contribution to the thoroughbred racing industry 
since taking out her trainer’s licence in 1992. 
 
In a career spanning nearly three decades, Mrs 
Waterhouse has trained almost 5000 winners 
and 144 at Group 1 level. 
 
These including  a record seven Golden  
Slippers, seven Doncaster Miles, seven Epsom 
Handicaps, eight The Metropolitans, Melbourne 
Cup, Caulfield Cup and four Queen Elizabeth 
Stakes. 
  
Racing NSW chief executive Peter V’landys 
said Waterhouse’s inclusion in the 2021  
Australia Day honour’s list was a “well  
deserved” acknowledgment. Gai is a trailblazer 
in so many ways and a wonderful ambassador 
for racing, she is an extremely worthy winner,’’ 
V’landys said.  

(to Page 11)  

Legend Gai honoured by Australia 

Pic-Jonathan Ng 
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”Not only is Gai a champion racehorse trainer 
but she has done so much for women in racing 
and in the general community. We are very 
proud of her and she remains one of the most 
popular people in racing. Everyone wants to 
meet Gai.’’ 
  
Waterhouse has also prepared a record four 
winners of the Listed Australia Day Cup and 
hopes to add to that tally on Tuesday. 

“It would be fitting to win this race again with 
Wolfe after being mentioned in the Australia 
Day honours,’’ Waterhouse said. 
 
Mrs Waterhouse, the daughter of legendary 
trainer Tommy Smith, joined her father in the 
Australian Racing Hall of Fame in 2007 and the 
Sporting Australia Hall of Fame in 2018 
(Above-with  champion jockey Brent Thomson 
in 1980.) dailytelegraph.com.au 

 Legend Gai honoured by Australia-from Page 10 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/

