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Muzi putting on a Brave face     

“I got him the job with S’Manga – he needed a 

good agent. And look how he repays me!” 
quips Muzi with a laugh.  

With the current restriction on travelling,  
frequent flyer Muzi is stuck in Gauteng. But 
he’s taking it in his stride.  

“Things are going well but could be better.  We 
race three times a week here, which is more 
than other centres.”  

But understandably, after Gold Bracelet (Gr2) 
and London News (Gr3) wins as well as a  
second in the WSB Summer Cup (Gr1) on 

Running Brave (pictured) since the end of  

August, he is a bit  put out about not riding the 
gutsy mare in the Cape Town Met. 

“It’s disappointing, but we all knew what the 
rules were when we made our decision where 
to ride. But she could be a massive runner, and 
is definitely a live contender with a big money 
chance.  

“It’s a small field without much obvious speed, 
so she could have things her own way. And 
Greg Cheyne is hugely experienced, has won 
the Met before, and is an excellent judge of 
pace.” (to Page 2) 

Workaholic Muzi Yeni has been an ever present near the top of the jockey standings for 
quite a few years now, and currently sits fourth on the log with 70 winners, just behind his 

good friend S’Manga Khumalo, with whom he shares an agent in Monty Mariemuthoo. 

Pic—Candiese Lenferna 
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Durban boy Muzi grew up with no exposure to 
horses or racing. 

“There were no black jockeys when I was a kid, 
and it wasn’t something I thought about. But 
thanks to an advertisement I entered the  
academy in 2002. And it was a good year, as 
Gavin Lerena, Raymond Danielson, Keagan 
Steyn are all still riding out of that intake.” 

All jockeys remember their first Gr1 win, and 
Muzi is no different.  

“It was Happy Landing for Joe Soma in the 
Champions Challenge. We were 55-1 and beat 
Anthony Delpech on the hot pot favourite so it 
was very exciting. 

“And my second one was Master Plan for Greg 
Ennion in the Champions Cup at Greyville. I 
beat Karis Teetan by a short head, which was 
also memorable.” 

But his “best” was yet another filly -  trained by 
Mike de Kock: “Alboran Sea was pretty special. 
I won the Allan Robertson on her in 2014, and 
she went to win another couple of Gr1’s locally 

with other jockeys.” 

Twice a runner up, a jockey championship is 
high on Muzi’s ‘to do’ list, as well as an  
overseas stint.  

“I need to get that out of my system. Hong 
Kong or Japan where I can make some proper 
money,” the 34-year-old frankly states. –tt  

(Mr Cheyne was successful on Whisky Baron in 
2017) 

And Muzi has a few big highveld horses to look 
forward to in the coming months. Coincidentally 
all are females.   

“Running Brave will come back after the Met 
and there are a few good races for her coming 
up. And War Of Athena is obviously a very  
exciting filly for the Wilgerbosdrift Triple Tiara.” 

Indeed War Of Athena could hardly have more 
impressive formlines. She comfortably saw off 
subsequent easy Cartier Paddock Stakes  
winner Queen Supreme in the Ipi Tombe (Gr2), 
and then  previously undefeated Equus  
champion juvenile filly Anything Goes in the 
Three Troikas (Gr3) in her last two outings. 

“I’m very grateful to Mr (Paul) Matchett for all 
the support, which I really appreciate. He’s  
having a great season.” 

Which is true, as former Zimbo Matchett is fifth 
in the standings this term – not bad for a  
relatively small operation with the recent happy 

knack of finding top horses at bargain  
basement prices.     

And another he feels worth following is Candice 
Dawson’s filly Ballet Shoes, on whom he won a 
strong Progress Plate against the colts recently. 
“She is a top filly,” he asserts with confidence.   

Fixed odds for Cape Town Met January 30  
5-2     Belgarion 
9-2     Rainbow Bridge 
11-2   Queen Supreme 
6-1     Do It Again, Golden Ducat  
10-1   Princess Calla 
20-1   African Night Sky   
33-1   Cirillo, Running Brave 
50-1   Silver Operator 
100-1 Sovereign Spirit 

Muzi putting on a Brave face-from Page 1 
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A total of 158 overseas horses representing 
63 trainers in 12 countries on five  
continents feature on the Dubai Racing 
Club’s list of acceptors for the 2021 Dubai 
World Cup Carnival, which starts at Meydan  
on January 21 (tonight). 
  
After the loss of the Dubai World Cup card iin 
2020 owing to Covid-19, an abbreviated Dubai 
Carnival for 2021 will feature only seven  
meetings – six consecutive Thursdays before 
Super Saturday on March 6 – ahead of the 
World Cup on March 27. 
  
A total of 42 thoroughbred races plus three 
Purebred Arabian Group contests feature on 
the Meydan programme. 
 
The biggest teams in numbers terms are  
headed by Simon Crisford, who has a satellite 
barn in Dubai, and Bahraini-based carnival  
regular Fawzi Nass.  
 
Both are into double figures; the latter’s team is 
headed by Bahrain International winner Simsir 
and stablemate Port Lions, who scored on the 
Saudi Cup card in February. 
 
G1 winners Oxted and Lord Glitters are named 
among the British contingent, which also  
features Melbourne Cup stalwart Prince Of  
Arran and St Leger runner-up Berkshire Rocco, 
plus Certain Lad and Equilateral, who both won 
races at Meydan at the 2020 carnival. 
 
Midnight Sands, who completed a five-timer 
last season in Dubai, is back with six-time 
champion Doug Watson after a stint in Ameri-
ca. 
 
South African legend MIke de Kock, not as 
dominant as he once was, has seven  
possibles, while two horses are listed from  
Australia. 
 
South American trainers are represented by 
Antonio Cintra, now representing Uruguay, and 
Freddy Nossar from Peru. 
 
horseracingplanet.com 
 

 
De Kock’s seven: 

• AD MERAJJ (FR) 2018 Filly 

• JANOOBI (SAF) 2013 Gelding 

• KING RAGNAR (GB) 2017 Colt 

• MAJESTIC MAMBO (SAF) 2014 Gelding 

• MARSHALL (SAF) 2016 Gelding 

• MUJAAFY (AUS) 2014 Gelding 

• NAJEM SUHAIL (AUS) 2017 Colt 

  
Janoobi (above) and Majestic Mambo are of 
course well known to SA enthusiasts, and have  
already proven their worth in Dubai.  
 
There will be a lot of interest in the three-year-
old Najem Suhail, who only ran twice here, with 
the most recent a highly creditable second to 
top class stablemate Mount Pleasant in the Gr2 
SA Nursery at Turffontein last June. 
 
Marshall won five of nine starts locally, and is 
another who could do well.  
 
De Kock kicks off his campaign with UK bred 
King Ragnar tonight (33-1 with gggaming.bet). 
The sprint/miler was previously with Roger  
Varian, and stretches his legs in the final event 
Dubai Dash over 1000m at 8pm. –tt  

Dubai Carnival kicks off tonight 
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Grand National winner David Mullins has 
sensationally quit the saddle after admitting 
he felt 'trapped' in the sport. 
 
The multiple Grade 1-winning jockey, 24, has 
decided to retire with immediate effect -  
because his heart isn't in it. 
 
Mullins, the nephew of top trainer Willie, won 
the 2016 National on 33-1 shot Rule The 
World when he was just a 19-year-old. 

 
He went on to win big races aboard the likes 
of Faugheen, Al Boum Photo and Kemboy. 
 
But he has decided to pursue a different career 
and reckons 'the bad times outweighed the 
good'. 
 
He told the Racing Post: "I think I realised  
during Galway in 2019 that the whole thing 
wasn't for me. When you're in the racing bubble 
and riding horses it's very hard to think outside 
of that bubble and I needed to get out of it. 
 

"When you leave school at 16 you feel trapped 
into being a jockey. It's relentless. There is no 
break. You're always on call. 
 
"If you decide not to go to Sligo for one ride on 
a 33-1 shot you're called a lazy f***** for not 
getting up off your arse and going. And, I've 
been called that many times. 
 
"I had disagreements with my agent over it. He 
would get annoyed and I suppose I can see 
where he was coming from. 
 
"I've been trying to figure out loads of different 
things to do, but when you're in the bubble it 
can be very hard to think outside of that bub-
ble." 
 
He continued: "The bad times definitely  
outweighed the good. There were times when I 
might ride a winner, but I would come home 
depressed because the other three didn't win. 
 
"The money is good if you're riding plenty of 
winners and every jockey out there is fully  
entitled to every penny they earn because it's 
not easy. But, at the end of the day, there is not 
much job or financial security. 
 
"I didn't want to end up being 35 years of age 
and having to start up something from the  
bottom. I'd rather be 24 and doing that." 
 
Mullins, who is now considering a career in 
bloodstock, retires with 220 winners to his 
name, including nine Grade 1s. 
 
thesun.co.uk 

Grand National winner retires at 24 

Pic-Ryan Byrne 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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There was controversy in the UK yesterday when an on-course COVID vaccination clinic at 
Newbury was temporarily closed to allow racing to go ahead. Luckily in SA we avoid any 
such problems by not having any vaccine.  And they call us third world ! -tt 

No such problems in SA 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

It is no wonder Lilly Aspell was very much 
at home inside the arena used for the  
Amazonian Games – the opening scene for 
the latest superhero blockbuster Wonder 
Woman 1984. 
 
For the 13-year-old actress is the daughter of 
jockey Paddy Aspell, who tasted success in 
jump racing’s foremost arena as a Cheltenham 
Festival-winning rider. 
 
It was keen showjumper Lilly’s riding prowess 
and resemblance to the Wonder Woman lead 
actor Gal Gadot that earned her the chance to 
play the young Diana in the DC franchise. 

 
She had a small part in flashbacks in the 
2017 Wonder Woman film, which took $822 
million worldwide at the box office, and has a 
bigger role in its sequel, which is out this 
month. 
 
Lilly’s mother Donna (Caldwell) was also a  
professional jockey and uncle Leighton won the 
Grand National twice. She was picked out by 
chance by talent spotters while on a shopping 
trip to London from her home in Scotland. 
 
“I had never acted in my life,” she told BBC 
Scotland’s The Nine. “They really liked that I 
could ride and was really active so that helped.” 

Lilly underwent six months of training, learning 
archery as well as honing her riding skills so 
that she could perform as many of the physical 
stunts as possible. 
 
She stars as the young Diana in the  
action-packed opening sequence on  
Themiscyra, the home of the Amazons formerly 
known as Paradise Island in the DC Comics 
universe. Her sequences were filmed on the 
Canary Islands. 
 
Lilly told BBC Breakfast she would like to go to 
the Olympics, win a BAFTA and an Oscar.  
 
There is a precedent there too as dad Paddy’s 
Festival-winning mount was Chief Dan George, 
named after the Oscar-nominated actor. 
 

horseracingplanet.com 

Jock’s daughter a real Wonder Woman  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, PAST 
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www.turftalk.co.za  
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