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Few surprises in final Met field     
There were few surprises when the final field of eleven for the Cape Town Met  
(snappy new logo seen above) was revealed this morning.  

Justin Snaith as usual revealed his hand early, 
and Belgarion (Richard Fourie), Do It Again 

(Anton Marcus) and the rejuvenated African 
Night Sky (Robert Khathi) all took their places 
last week already. 

Eric Sands by contrast likes to hold his cards 
close to his chest. But Luke Ferraris is on  
Rainbow Bridge, and Warren Kennedy on 
Golden Ducat, as most would have predicted 
for his pair of Halfway To Heaven produced 
serious contenders. 

Sean Tarry’s Cirillo is ridden by Gavin Lerena. 
The Pomodoro entire has never gone 2000m 
before, or indeed won beyond 1400m. But he 

wouldn’t be the first supposedly ‘doubtful  
stayer’ to win.  

All of last year’s winner One World, Past  
Master (2011), and Martial Eagle (2013) had 
never gone the trip and were written off by 
many beforehand.   

No glamour SA race is complete without Mike 
de Kock, and it’s great to see that recent  
impressive Cartier Paddock Stakes winner 
Queen Supreme is indeed making the trip back 
to Cape Town.  

Keagan de Melo unsurprisingly retains the ride. 
(to Page 2)  
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Clouds goes for hat-trick 

2019 and 2020 winner Clouds Unfold lines up 

in the Majorca Stakes once again. But she  
faces a serious challenge from Snaith’s WSB 
Fillies Guineas winner Captain’s Ransom, who 
holds her solidly on a line through Princess 
Calla.  

Her own three-year-old stable mate Chat Ching 
is another potential threat, but this is a race 
which can potentially be narrowed down to a 
few.  

Kommet faces big test 

Kommetdieding has rightly attracted a lot of 
attention after his latest dominating win at the 
weekend. But in the Gr3 Politician Stakes he 
will face a severe test of his top-class  
credentials in the form of Marshall’s Rascallion. 

This Vercingetorix colt was third in the Cape 
Guineas despite finding a fair amount of trouble 
250m out. Going 1800m will suit him just fine, 
and Anton Marcus takes the ride for the first 
time. This looks like the match race of the day. 

–tt      

Cape Town Met Final Field 

1  (6)  Rainbow Bridge 60 Ferraris/Sands 
2  (9)  Do It Again 60 Marcus/Snaith 
3 (11) Belgarion 60 Fourie/Snaith 
4 (10) Cirillo 60 Lerena/Tarry 
5   (4) African Night Sky 60 Khathi/Snaith 
6   (3) Sovereign Spirit 60  
          Domeyer/Bass-Robinson                                                               
7   (2) Golden Ducat 59,5 Kennedy/Sands 
8   (7) Silver Operator 59,5 Mbhele/Marshall 
9   (8) Queen Supreme 57,5 De Melo/De Kock 
10 (5)  Running Brave 57,5 Cheyne/Bronkhorst 
11 (1) Princess Calla 51,5 Van Niekerk/Marcus  

She is one of three fillies to accept. As  
previously disclosed, Adam Marcus’ three-year-

old Princess Calla will be the mount of Grant 
van Niekerk, and carries a mere 51,5kg.  

A welcome surprise is the inclusion of recent 
Gr3 London News winner and Gr1 WSB  
Summer Cup runner up Running Brave. 

Trainer Fanie Bronkhorst was in doubt about 
whether she would travel in the enforced  
absence of regular pilot Muzi Yeni.  

But he has decided to take his chances, and 
highly experienced Greg Cheyne gets the ride.  

And it would certainly be a fairy tale if he were 
able to pull this off after only taking out his  
licence a couple of months ago.  

Prominent Cape trainers Vaughan Marshall and 
Candice Bass-Robinson have Silver Operator 
(Sandile Mbhele – see also Page 4) and  
Sovereign Spirit (Aldo Domeyer) respectively. 
But both are among the rank outsiders.    

Cracking contests 

On the rest of the card a few absolutely  

cracking contests are lining up.  

After much deliberation Tarry has put his  
champion sprint/miler Celtic Sea into the Cape 
Flying Championship over 1000m rather than 
the Majorca (1600m). 

Where she will meet last year’s winner Russet 
Air, the Snaith trio of 2019 victor Kasimir, Rio 
Querari, and highly touted soon-to-be-stallion 
Erik The Red, and Brett Crawford’s star filly 
Run Fox Run among others.  

I make Kasimir the one to beat, but amazingly 
he has no jockey declared. Perhaps Snaith has 
some inside info about jockey travel being 
opened up (lol).    

A potential wild card here could be Dennis  
Drier’s Tempting Fate. He was undefeated in 
sprints as a juvenile, including the Gr1 Gold 
Medallion, where he thrashed Erik The Red by 
five lengths. After a couple of fruitless attempts 

at a mile this term he returns to a more suitable 
trip and could surprise.  

gggaming.bet odds for Cape Town Met  
 
2-1    Belgarion 
4-1    Rainbow Bridge 
5-1    Do It Again 
6-1    Golden Ducat , Queen Supreme 
10-1  Princess Calla 
16-1  African Night Sky   
20-1  and upwards Bar 

Few surprises in final Met field-from Page 1 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Silver Operator may be a 33-1 outsider for 
the Cape Town Met, but that doesn’t bother 
young Sandile Mbhele, who has his first ride 
in the glamour race of the Cape season.  
 
“I’m quite chuffed about it, and never  
expected it. But it’s nice to know Mr (Vaughan)
Marshall has confidence in me. 
 
“It’s a tough race, but he is doing well—I can’t 
fault his work. Anything can happen and I’m 
keeping my fingers crossed,” commented the 
always positive  23-year-old this morning. 
 
Sandile has four Listed wins, but is yet to notch 
a Graded race. Like champion jockey Lyle  
Hewitson, he is sponsored by Kuda Insurance.   
 
But he has been knocking hard, most notably a 
second on Linebacker to Malmoos in the Gr2 
Concorde Cup in November.  
 
And Vaughan Marshall’s last two Met wins have 
both been returned at double figure odds.  
 
One World a year ago, and Hill Fifty Four in 
2014 coincidentally both went off at 15-1. His 
first winner La Fabulous was returned at 7-1 in 
1996. –tt    

Sandile a smooth Operator   

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com


5 

 



6 

 

Trainer Charles Byrnes has been banned for 
six months after one of his runners was  
deliberately doped to stop it winning. 
 
Viking Hoard tested positive for a sedative after 
his run at Tramore in October 2018 - and Irish 
racing chiefs concluded he was drugged on 
purpose shortly before the race. 
 
The horse was tested on account of his poor 
performance, which saw him eventually pull up 
having come under pressure after the first  
hurdle. 
 
He was found to have a slow heart rate after 
the race, and the sedative ACP was later  
detected in his urine sample. 
 
At a hearing with the Irish Horseracing  
Regulatory Board (IHRB) on Monday, it was 
established that the horse had been subjected 
to a "dangerous degree of sedation during the 
race". 
 
And HRB chief vet Dr Lynn Hillyer said Viking 
Hoard had been "nobbled" by an unidentified 
third party - meaning someone had deliberately 
doped the horse in the hours leading up to the 
race. 
 
Racing bosses were also alerted by the BHA to 
suspicious betting patterns, with the horse  
drifting out to 8-1 from 4-1 before the off. 
Further investigation found that a huge 'lay' bet 
- betting on a horse to lose - had been placed 
on Viking Hoard on the Betfair Exchange. 
 
The unnamed layer bet €34,889 (£31,100), half 
of the entire market on the race, that the horse 
would lose, returning over £2,850. 
 
There had been two other instances of  
suspicious betting patterns around the horse, 
once when £27k was bet on him to lose at 

Sedgefield in October 2018 and once when 
£49k was bet at Galway in July 2018. 
 
Further investigation found that the huge bets 
had been placed by a Limited Company with 
ties to a match fixer - who was not named. 
 
Byrnes denied having any knowledge of the 
administration of ACP to Viking Hoard, but  
admitted he and his son Cathal had left the 
horse unattended in the racecourse stables. 
 
The hearing concluded that: "Viking Hoard was 
'nobbled' by an unidentified third party at a time 
when the gelding was left unaccompanied by 
him or his son. 
(Continues Page 8) 

Sedated horse scandal rocks Ireland  
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"Although not alleged to be involved directly in 
the administration of ACP, (Byrnes') neglect in 
supervising the gelding facilitated what was 
clearly organised pre-race doping of his 
charge. 
 
"The deliberate doping of Viking Hoard  (right) 
close to race time in this case could not  
conceivably have been a casual or  
opportunistic event." 
 
Last January, Byrnes, who enjoyed Grade 1 
success at the Cheltenham Festival with the 
likes of Solwhit and Weapon's Amnesty, was 
fined €2,000 by Naas stewards under 'non-trier' 
rules. 
 
He also famously landed a huge gamble at 
Roscommon on August 2, 2016. 
 
His three winners returned 6-1, 5-4 and 7-4 - 
but a treble at early prices paid 4,334-1. The 
gamble was believed to have cost bookmakers 
a seven-figure sum. 
 
thesun.co.uk 

Sedated horse scandal—from Page 6 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Phumelela is delighted to announce that total prize money for the 37 feature races which  
comprise the 2021 Highveld Summer-Autumn Feature Season has been increased by 43%. 
 
The season kicks off with the first legs of the World Sports Betting (WSB) SA Triple Crown and 
the Wilgerbosdrift SA Triple Tiara on Saturday 6 February and continues until Saturday 1 May, 
when Champions Day will bring down the curtain on three months of quality racing. WSB are 
sponsoring the Triple Crown for the first time, while Wilgerbosdrift have been behind the Triple 
Tiara since 2015. A total of R6.4 million was originally allocated to the 37 races, but an increased 
contribution from Phumelela and the World Sports Betting and Wilgerbosdrift sponsorships have 
enabled total prize money to be upped by R2.74 million to R9.135 million. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Race Grade Current 
Stake 

New Stake Increase 

Sat 6 Feb Gauteng Guineas  R175,000 R525,000 R350,000 
Wilgerbosdrift Gauteng Fillies Guineas  R150,000 R300,000 R150,000 

  
Tommy Hotspur Hcp  R125,000 R150,000 R25,000 

Sat 20 Feb Egoli Mile NBT R90,000 R95,000 R5,000 

Sat 27 Feb Acacia Hcp  R100,000 R125,000  
  

Bauhinia Hcp  R95,000 R100,000  
  

Storm Bird Stakes  R95,000 R100,000  
  

Ruffian Stakes  R95,000 R100,000  

Sat 6 Mar SA Classic  R425,000 R750,000  
  

Wilgerbosdrift SA Fillies Classic  R325,000 R700,000  
  

Hawaii Stakes  R175,000 R250,000  
  

Aquanaut Hcp  R95,000 R100,000  

Sat 13 Mar Senor Santa Stakes  R175,000 R250,000  
  

Drum Star Hcp  R95,000 R100,000  
  

Derby Trial  R95,000 R100,000  
  

Oaks Trial  R95,000 R100,000  
  

Sun Chariot Hcp NBT R90,000 R95,000  
  

Gold Rush Sprint NBT R90,000 R95,000  

Sat 20 Mar Sycamore Sprint  R100,000 R125,000  
  

Jacaranda Hcp  R95,000 R100,000  

Sat 27 Mar Colorado King Stakes  R175,000 R250,000  
  

Protea Stakes  R100,000 R125,000  
  

Pretty Polly Stakes  R100,000 R125,000  

Sat 3 Apr SA Derby  R425,000 R750,000  
  

Horse Chestnut Stakes  R425,000 R500,000  
  

Wilgerbosdrift SA Oaks  R150,000 R375,000  
  

Caradoc Gold Cup  R125,000 R150,000  
  

Man O War Sprint  R125,000 R150,000  

Sat 10 Apr Spook Express Hcp  R95,000 R100,000 R5,000 
Sat 17 Apr Empress Club Stakes  R325,000 R400,000 R75,000 

Sat 1 May Champions Challenge  R425,000 R500,000  
  

Computaform Sprint  R425,000 R500,000  
  

Gerald Rosenberg Stakes  R150,000 R200,000  
  

Camelia Stakes  R150,000 R200,000  
  

SA Nursery  R150,000 R200,000  
  

SA Fillies Nursery  R150,000 R200,000  
  

Gold Bowl  R125,000 R150,000  

Big boost for Highveld features  


