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Kommetdieding a family affair    
The father/daughter partnership of Harold Crawford and Michelle Rix have their first top 
horse together in the form of undefeated Kommetdieding, who scored his third effortless 
victory in the MR96 over 1600m at Kenilworth on Saturday.  

Michelle is the stable media spokesperson and 
chatted to us this morning after finishing her 

duties.      

“Kommetdieding took his race very well. He’s 
very quiet at home, but when he gets to the 
races he knows his job. He’s a natural athlete,” 
she enthuses about the Elusive Fort colt.  

“He got injured before the Langerman back in 
June, and was off for six months, with six 
weeks of that being box rest. At the time it was 
disheartening, but he’s a November foal, and 
the break has worked in his favour. He is still 
very immature mentally.  

“Without the injury, I’m sure he would have run 
in the Guineas. But we have done it the right 

way. He will now go for the Gr3 Politician 
Stakes over 1800m on Sun Met day, and then 
the Gr1 Cape Derby a month later.  

“I have no doubt he will get the 2000m – he 
switches off so well in his races. It’s very 
exciting,” she states enthusiastically.  

And Sihle Cele will retain the ride.  

“Sihle has always been a good judge. He told 
me long before he ran that I had a top horse on 
my hands. He’s done absolutely (to Page 2)

Head groom Elvis, Michelle, Sihle Cele, and Kommetdieding’s groom Luvo celebrate victory. Pic. Wayne Marks 
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with us, including Alfred’s Girl, who ran second 
on Saturday. 

“I was assistant to my dad for 15 years and 
was always going to take the step up at some 
stage” says the born and bred Capetonian. 

But that happened quicker than expected when 
her father suffered a serious stroke in January 
2019.  

“That was a terrible shock, but my father is now 
actively involved at the stables every day and 
has recovered. He’s forgotten more than I will 
ever know about training” she says warmly.  

Her younger brother Michael also plays an  
active role in the yard. 

“He works in finance for Kuda Insurance, but 
owns one or two with us. He also helps us in 
placing horses in the right races as he is a 
numbers man and understands the  
handicapping system very well.” 

And this is a real family affair, as Michelle’s 
husband William Rix is also a participant.  

“Will owns horses, but almost by default. He 

knows it’s my passion and gives me plenty of 
support.” 

The next generation is also already in place, in 
the form of their daughter Courtney (9). 

“Courtney is an avid horse girl, and already an 
accomplished rider competing in dressage 
events. It’s currently her dream to follow in my 
footsteps, although I’m not sure if that’s a good 
or bad thing, as racing is a tough road to take 
in life.” 

The stable is up to a healthy 40 strong now, 25 
of which are juveniles.  A far cry from a few 
years ago when Harold was down to eight 
horses, half of whom he owned himself.    

Michelle is positive when looking to the future: 
“We have been very fortunate in recent times, 
growing in both owners and horses at a time 
when the industry is under pressure. And long 
may it continue” she concludes. –tt 

(Kommetdieding’s Merit Rating was raised from 
104 to 112 after Saturday’s cakewalk) 

nothing wrong and has struck up a great  
relationship with the horse.”  

Perhaps Kommetdieding can follow in the  
footsteps of Perovskia, who famously won the 
Grade 2 Drill Hall Stakes for the stable at  
Greyville in May 2018. 

“They are two completely different horses  
mentally, as Perovskia was quite intense. But  
Kommetdieding definitely has more natural  
ability.” 

And she is extremely grateful to owner Ashwin 
Reynolds, who by now is sure to have fielded a 
few lucrative offers for his star. 

“Mr Reynolds is a big supporter of the yard and 
very passionate about his racing.  He’s very 
easy to train for and leaves it all up to us. Like 
all owners he wants a Grade 1 winner, and we 
will do our utmost to make that come true.”    

No escape 

Being the daughter of a trainer, Michelle was 
always going to struggle to ‘escape’.    

“I was always around the stables from an early 
age and knew I would make some kind of a  
career in racing. But making a living is another 
matter,” she says with a laugh.  

“It was a natural progression moving into  

training, and I have never really considered any 
other path. I worked for the late Andre Heyns 
for four years, and Ultrasound won the derby 
while I was there. Mrs Heyns still has horses 

Kommetdieding a family affair-from Page 1 

 Ashwin Reynolds(L) and Harold Crawford lead in  
Kommetdieding after his win on 2 December.  
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As a hardened racing addict, you  
sometimes forget how refreshing it is to 
first encounter our great sport. So  it was 
brilliant to read this account by a recent  
convert on mikedekockracing.com.—tt   
 

T 
he De Kock family are as close to 
horse royalty as you can get. Being 
lucky enough to have met them via 
my involvement with the  

Onamission syndicate of racehorse owners, 
it was great to spend Saturday morning, 16 
January, at their Randjesontein stables with 
a few mates. It just so happened to also be 
Di de Kock’s birthday, writes Carel Nolte 
of CN&CO. 
 
Mike de Kock is a South African racehorse 
trainer who holds the South African record for 
most Grade 1 wins by a trainer – a staggering 
126 according to Wikipedia! 
  
Mike has trained over 3 400 winners who have 
won in South Africa, UAE, Hong Kong,  
Singapore, United Kingdom and the USA. 
Alongside his wife Di and son Matt (currently 
based in Australia) mikedekockracing.com is, 
rightfully, acknowledged as the go-to place for 
anyone who is serious about horseracing. 
 
Horses have not always been a part of my life. 
But I have quickly learnt that once you are  
bitten by the bug, owning and racing a horse 
provides much joy and excitement. And with 
my mate Charles Savage (he has been  
horsebef*& for more than three decades!) and 
Matt making ownership accessible, easy and 
affordable via syndication (anything from 1% 
up) – it was a no-brainer for me to get involved. 
 
Getting my CN&CO partner and good friend 
Kurt involved, didn’t take long. In fact, I have 
lost track of all the friends involved in racing – 
from Michele Katz to Colin & Gregory, Tristan, 
Brad and Almero to name a few. 
 
2020 (re)taught me that less is more and to 
constantly prioritise, focus and maintain  
perspective on those parts of my life I value. 
Having diverse experiences with my friends 
rates high and so I asked Charles to let me 
know when next he went to visit any of our 
horses. 
 
I should, rightfully, have asked Charles’  
youngest daughter Mika who already knows 
more about horses than her dad, and never 
misses an opportunity to go to the De Kock  

stables near Randjiesfontein – a quick ride 
from my home and soon to be (I hear on the 
grapevine) a super, expanded facility for racing 
and not just training). 
 
Horse people are different. The passion and 
love they have for these majestic animals is 
palpable. And the horses respond in kind. They 
are supremely intelligent beings. Touching 
them is magical as you can feel their power  
beneath the soft skin. Their athletic ability. 

 
Mika and Magic Dancer. 
Our visit was largely to check out Magic Dancer 
(named by Mika), newly arrived post his  
gelding (I’m learning when a horse is a foal, a 
gelding, a mare, a filly, a colt – and much else 
besides!) I suspect I would not be nearly as 
content as Magic Dancer is post a snip – but 
then again, I am no racing horse (soon to be, 
fingers crossed!) champion either! 
 
The Randjiesfontein training spot has a lekker 
restaurant and it was superb to see many  
families out in the fresh air – masked and dis-
tanced, but enjoying the vibe nonetheless.  
 
And with what is planned with the area 
(hopefully we don’t have long to wait …) I have 
no doubt that more and more people will get 
into the joy of horse ownership, racing and 
simply being a part of this community. 
  
Check out https://mikedekockracing.com/
category/mike-de-kocks-blog/ for the latest 
news in the de Kock racing world. And join us. 
You won’t regret it! 

‘Newbie’ enthusiasm touching   
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Trainer Tony Millard is dreaming big after 
his dirt specialist Elusive State put an  
overseas trip squarely on the agenda with a 
dominant display in the Class One Egret 
Handicap (1,650m) at Sha Tin on Sunday. 
 
Aided by a brilliant ride from star jockey Joao 
Moreira, Elusive State (below–pic Kenneth 
Chan) bounced back to his best to take out the 
first 1,650m Class One on the all-weather track 
in more than five years, a race put on as a 
launching pad for those horses targeting  
features abroad. 

With a dearth of options for top-level dirt horses 
in Hong Kong, the South African is now hoping 
to send the seven-year-old to the Middle East 
for next month’s $20 million (HK$155 million) 
Saudi Cup (1,800m) and/or the $12 million 
(HK$93 million) Dubai World Cup (2,000m) in 
March. 
 
“It’s just lovely to have a horse like this but also 
to have a dream and that’s what it’s about,”  
Millard said. “It’s about having a goal and trying 
to get there and seeing if it comes off. If it 
doesn’t we’ll go to plan two, but definitely plan 
one now is overseas.” 
 
While Covid-19 means the logistics and  
quarantine requirements of those options are 

still up in the air – particularly when it comes to 
Saudi Arabia – Millard would love to have  
Elusive State in the world’s richest race. 
 
“One would have liked to have gone to Saudi 
… that would be the actual race for him,” he 
said. “You never know, the [Jockey] Club said 
they can move mountains, let’s see them do 
that, because I think Saudi would be the  
number one choice and Dubai number two. 
 
“[If we go to Dubai] we’ll definitely be going for 
the World Cup instead of the [Godolphin] Mile, 
because Joao feels that with him losing his  
early speed, he reckons that will be the right 
race for him.” 
  
Moreira’s mid-race move proved a  
masterstroke, sweeping around the field from 
last down the back to put pressure on $1.70 
favourite Kings Shield (Zac Purton). 
  
“That’s why he’s a champion – he saw he was 
in a hopeless position,” Millard said of Moreira’s 
move. “But that’s the class of the horse.  
Although we changed the tactics, he still kicked 
on. He can run 21 [seconds] for the last 400m 
any day of the week. I was very happy with the 
run.” 
  
That was Elusive State’s first win since October 
2019 but that is more of a reflection on  
circumstances, most notably the fact he was 
already in the United Arab Emirates when last 
year’s Dubai World Cup meeting was cancelled 
because of the pandemic. 
 
“It’s taken a bit of time to get him back into 
form. Last year we hardly raced him and with 
Dubai coming and going, it really upset the  
apple cart and it took me time just to get him 
back into it,” Millard said. 
 
From www.scmp.com  

Millard looking for Elusive Saudi millions  



7 

 



8 

 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Frankie Dettori is to take his first rides of 
2021 at Meydan on Thursday, with the  
jockey set for a prolonged winter stint in the 
UAE. 
 
Dettori, who turned 50 last month, rode work in 
the midst of an amber weather warning for boss 
John Gosden in Newmarket on Saturday  
morning but will find the elements a lot less  
demanding in the UAE, where the Dubai World 
Cup Carnival begins this week. This year's  
series consists of eight fixtures culminating on 
Dubai World Cup night on March 27. 
 
The jockey was last seen in action in the Middle 
East when riding Global Giant to finish second 
in the Bahrain International Trophy in  
November. 
 
Dettori plans to remain in Dubai for the carnival 
and hopes to link up with the Gosden-trained 
Dubai Warrior, who was shipped out to Meydan 
last week. 
 
He also hopes to ride at the Saudi Cup meeting 
at Riyadh next month rather than return home, 
with the government closing all travel corridors 
to the UK from Monday as part of its latest 
coronavirus restrictions. Under these rules,  
Dettori would have to quarantine for at least 
seven days upon his return.  
 
He said: "I plan to fly out to Dubai on Tuesday 
and then pick up a couple of rides on the first 
day of the Carnival. 
 
"I hope to stay out there and try to get some 
rides as, if I came back, I’d have to quarantine 
for ten days like everyone else. As an elite 
sportsman that could go down to seven, but 
you can’t keeping going back and forth.” 
 
He added of the Saudi Cup, for which Gosden 
has Dubai Warrior, Global Giant and Mishriff 

entered: “I’m no expert but I'd also hope to get 
out to Saudi for their big meeting, like I did last 
year, whilst I’m out there, but we’ll see what 
happens.” 

Dettori could also be reunited with the speedy 
A’Ali (above-pic Francesca Altoft), who has  
options at the carnival and is  
already out at Meydan as part of Simon and  
Ed Crisford’s latest satellite operation. 
 
The jockey has won four races on the son of 
Society Rock, including the Group 2 Norfolk 
Stakes at Royal Ascot in 2019. racingpost.com 

Dettori kicks off in Dubai   

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Emerging  stallions  - clockwise from top left  - Royal Mo, Canford Cliffs, Erupt and Gold Standard 
are all featured on the latest Breeding To Win show, as we look forward to the  CTS  Cape  
Premier Yearling Sale at De Grendel on 14 March.  
To watch the show Follow This Link. 

Top next generation stallions line up for Breeding To Win  

https://youtu.be/fvINxkn5ZaI
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Juddmonte Farms is to operate as normal 
after the death of its founder Khalid  
Abdullah. 
 
The Saudi prince owned and bred some of the 
greatest equine names the sport has ever seen 
– with his famous green, pink and white silks 
carried by the likes of Frankel (below), Dancing 
Brave and dual Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe  
heroine Enable. 
 
Abdullah’s colours have been carried to victory 
by more than 500 stakes winners, of which he 
bred over 440 – including 118 Group or Grade 
One winners, breeding 102 of them. 
 
Abdullah had stud farms in the UK, Ireland and 
North America and has been a major force in 
the breeding and racing industry for over 40 
years. 
 
And Douglas Erskine Crum, chief executive of 
the Juddmonte Group, said the family were 
committed to keep the operation going despite 
Abdullah’s death on Tuesday at the age of 83. 
 
“No change. The family has been for some time 
and still is very committed to keeping  
Juddmonte as it is, going, focusing on the 

broodmare band, focusing on the home-bred 
operation,” he told ITV Racing. 
 
“One of the last decisions in which the prince 
was involved was the matings for this year, in 
other words where his 200-odd broodmares are 
going to go. Whether they are going to go to 
Frankel, Kingman or some of the great stallions 
across the world. 
 
“And those horses will be born next year and 
will race as three-year-olds in 2025 so if we 
have a champion in 2025 you will be able to 
say the prince was actually involved directly in 
the decision making. 
 
“Juddmonte will continue. Continuity is key for 
any breeding and racing operation. 
 
“Of course things change and indeed the prince 
made some fairly substantial changes in the 
number of broodmares six or seven years ago. 
 
But those changes are necessary to keep the 
business running and also necessary to make 
sure that essential continuity of the broodmare 
is enhanced.” 
 
attheraces.com 

Juddmonte to soldier on  


