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In Limbo needs to get moving   
Of all the horses in his care, trainer Mike de Kock will be most hoping his three-year-old  
filly In Limbo has a successful career writes David Mollett (courtesy of Business Day). 

There is a simple reason for this — the filly is 
co-owned by Bridget Gerber, wife of the late 
Chris Gerber, who died in October 2018 after 
complications after a bout of malaria. 
 
Along with many in the racing fraternity, De 
Kock was devastated by Gerber’s death.  
 
He told Business Day: “Chris’s loss is  
incalculable. He was a man who cannot be  
forgotten, who cannot ever be replaced.” 
 
Gerber owned the top performer Rainbow 
Bridge, who was later sold to Mike Rattray and 
went on to become one of the best horses in 
the country. His dam is Halfway To Heaven, 
and In Limbo is the six-year-old’s  half-sister. 
 

As they write out their jackpots and Pick 6s, 
punters are likely to be more interested in form 
than pedigrees.  
 
Even so, it’s a fair bet — if there is such a thing 
nowadays — that they have heard of champion 
mare Halfway To Heaven. 
 
Both Rainbow Bridge and his half-brother  
Golden Ducat are on course for the Cape Met 
on January 30 — once a must-go event when 
sponsored by J&B.  
 
Last year’s backers, Sun International, do not 
appear to be involved any more and it is now 
titled the Cape Town Met and will be run  
behind closed doors. 
(continues Page 2)    

Bridget Gerber and the late Chris Gerber in much happier times. Pic-Colin Gordon 
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Paul Peter has star filly Summer Pudding  
safely back on the highveld and will be hoping 
for a big run from another female member of 
his stable, Way Of The World. The daughter of 
Var, who runs in the eighth race, has been a 
model of consistency this season with four wins 
and two placings from six starts. 
 
Once Again, it is a Sean Tarry runner with a big 
shout as the champion trainer saddles the Skitt 
Skizzle mare Cordillera. She is 2kg better off 
with Way Of The World compared to their last 
meeting. 
businesslive.co.za 

Sam Coltherd being  launched off the aptly 
named Milly On Air at a frozen Newcastle a few 
days ago. Who says jockeys have an easy life? 

Thankfully he miraculously escaped relatively 
unscathed (apart from his dignity).  

Don’t think he’ll be phoning for the ride next 
time. Whatever Milly was on, it definitely wasn't 
air! –tt  

At Turffontein on Saturday, In Limbo takes on 
11 rivals in the fifth race and, after a promising 
third last time out, will be fancied to open her 
account from a favourable draw. 
 
There is one horse standing in the way of a first 
win for In Limbo and that is the Sean Tarry  
inmate Aryaam. This daughter of Dynasty has 
been placed in each of her three outings and 
should go close in the hands of Lyle Hewitson. 
Perhaps the boxed exacta is the safest wager. 
 
Later in the meeting, another member of the  
De Kock camp, Push Off, will try to win his  
second race when he takes on nine rivals in the 
seventh race. 
 
After a close second in the Heritage  
Consolation, the Irish import started at 3-1 to 
win his next start but ran no sort of race and 
trailed home in seventh place. Admittedly, he 
had a wide draw but it was still a disappointing 
performance. 
 
With a better barrier on Saturday, Push Off may 
well bounce back, though he faces a Sean  
Tarry runner, Invincible Warrior, who made a 
winning debut at the Vaal 18 days ago. The 
three-year-old is a son of Vercingetorix, sire of 
last season’s Allan Robertson winner  
Vernichey. 
 

In Limbo needs to get moving-from Page 1 

Molly’s Turffontein selections 
  

1st Race: (6) Warrior Captain (7) On Cue  
(2) Dockofthebay (8) Take Control 
2nd Race: (1) Arctic Skyline (9) Southern Cape 
(4) Gin And Tonic (10) Twice The Trip 
3rd Race: (2) Namaqualand (3) Have A Go Jo 
(1) Puerto Manzano (4) Lady Amherst 
4th Race: (9) PrideofFranschhoek (6) Chariot 
Master (7) Governors Glory (2) Smuts 
5th Race: (11) In Limbo (4) Aryaam  
(6) Mauby (5) Mirren 
6th Race: (2) Push Off (7) Invincible Warrior (1) 
Kingsley's Heart (3) Call Me Master 
7th Race: (2) Sultanah (8) Curvation  
(1) Franklin (5) Ocean Forest 
8th Race: (4) Cordillera (5) Way Of The World 
(8) Flaming Duchess (2) Kayla's Champ 
9th Race: (2) Spice Market (1) Chloris  
(4) Netta (3) Bella Rosa 

Milly on something 
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Fradd has Edge in  Magic Millions 
Co-trainer Gai Waterhouse chases her fifth 
victory in the $2 million The Star Gold Coast 
Magic Millions 2YO Classic (1200m) at 
the Gold Coast on Saturday saddling-up the 
well-backed favourite Swift Alliance. 
 
A capacity field of two-year-olds do battle in the 
lucrative Restricted Listed feature on Magic  
Millions Day this weekend including the  
Waterhouse & Adrian Bott-trained daughter of 
Star Witness. 
 
At a current quote of $4 in the Magic Millions 
2YO Classic odds at Ladbrokes.com.au, Swift 
Witness presents fit on the quick back-up after 
her breakthrough win at the Gold Coast track 
last Saturday. 
 
After a debut third in the Wyong Magic Millions 
2YO Classic (1100m) from mid-December, she 
improved when defeating a field of fellow two-
year-old fillies by three lengths last weekend. 
 
That big winning margin was despite her being 
awkward out and she is tipped to repeat the 
feat with back-to-back Gold Coast victories in 
her tougher assignment on Saturday   
  
The danger occupying the second line of bet-
ting is Chris Waller’s Wyong Magic Millions 
Classic winning filly She’s All Class ($4.40) 
who drew wide out in gate 18. 
 
It was not a great draw for the talented and  
improving daughter of I Am Invincible who 
has James McDonald in the saddle again, the 
duo out to repeat the nearly five length Wyong 
win from December 16. 
 
Waller is after his maiden Magic Millions 2YO 
Classic victory and also saddles the rails-drawn  
G3 Breeders’ Plate winner Shaquero ($11) to 
be ridden by Hugh Bowman as well as his 

Fastnet Rock colt Ranch Hand ($10) who has 
gained a start as the first emergency after the 
scratching of Fake Love (20). 
 
Magic Millions Classic winning trainer with 
Houtzen from 2017, Toby Edmonds prepares 
the only other current single-figure fancy in the 
markets with Alpine Edge ($8) drawn well in 
gate nine. The undefeated son of Better Than 
Ready has proved a summer sensation for the 
stable winning back-to-back Black-Type races 
in Brisbane. 
 
The classy colt debuted at Eagle Farm on De-
cember 12 with a narrow win in the Listed Phe-
lan Ready Stakes (1000m) before returning to 
the track on Boxing Day for a half-length suc-
cess in the Group 3 B.J. McLachlan Stakes 
(1200m) ahead of his trip to the Gold Coast. 
 
The 2021 Magic Millions 2YO Classic is set to 
run as the Gold Coast Race 6 at 7:15am  
(SA time) on Saturday’s nine-race Magic  
Millions Day program. (horseracing.com.au) 

SA legend Robbie Fradd partners the  
fancied #1 Alpine Edge. And Jeff Lloyd is 
his agent, so they could both be pocketing 
plenty of readies early tomorrow morning.  
Not that they need it!  
  –tt  
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Engaging the next generation of fans is a 
never-ending battle for horse racing  
jurisdictions around the globe but those 
tasked with that challenge should take note 
of the groundbreaking moves made by the 
National Football League last weekend. 

In a bid to reach a younger audience, the NFL 
partnered up with children’s network  
Nickelodeon to create a special broadcast of 
the play-off game between the Chicago Bears 
and New Orleans Saints, complemented by a 
website with cartoons, trivia and prediction 
games. 
 
It was a kid-centric production featuring stars of 
the network, regular sightings of SpongeBob 
SquarePants, special graphics and a lot of 
slime (virtual and real), while the callers helped 
explain the intricacies of the game in a way 
everyone could understand. 
 
Despite going head-to-head with the normal 
broadcast (and having less than 10 per cent of 
that audience), it received rave reviews and 
was considered a huge success, becoming the 
highest-rating show on Nickelodeon in nearly 
four years. It got an enormous amount of  
traction on social media. 

While the short-term feedback is positive, it will 
take years to determine if it helps cultivate a 
new set of fans, but it is a terrific innovation. 
 
Ultimately, it’s about making the sport  
accessible because American football can be 
incredibly complex. It’s a similar story for  
racing. 
 
For an organisation like the Hong Kong Jockey 
Club, these are concepts worth exploring. Like 
the NFL, it governs the most popular sport in its 
region and has the resources to invest in it 
properly.  
  
All the facts, figures and language used in a 
normal racing broadcast can be intimidating for 
the uninitiated. It’s hard to get someone  
engaged in something they don’t understand.

(above-Nickelodeon’s array of superstars enjoy 
the action. Pic Chris Graythen) 
 
At a basic level, racing is one of the easiest 
sports to grasp – the horses all start together 
and the first horse across the line is the winner. 
Simple. It’s the layers beyond that which  
become complicated and that is both the  
beauty of it and why it can be hard to bring new 
fans in. 
 
Providing an alternative for kids and novices 
when the lights are brightest (to Page 7) 

Racing can learn from NFL  

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Racing can learn from NFL –from Page 6 

at a major meeting – say the Hong Kong  
International Races or the Hong Kong Derby – 
could have a lot of upside. 
 
There are other areas to look at as well. Going 
back to NFL, the sport received a huge boost 
from the evolution of fantasy football and  
different codes have followed suit. It has be-
come a phenomenon. 
 
Despite some efforts to bring it to racing, it 
doesn’t have the same sort of traction because 
of the natural structural impediments. There are 
too many horses, they don’t compete every 
week and the limited number of jockeys and 
trainers involved restrict options. 
 
Maybe there could be a tipping website where 
you can create a league and compete for  
bragging rights against your friends? There has 
to be more ways to engage young fans beyond 
pony rides during the preseason carnival at 
Sha Tin. 
 
But all these ideas come with the same caveat 
– if the Hong Kong government permits it.  
 
Because coming up with new concepts to get 
people (particularly children) immersed in rac-
ing is tough given its inextricable link to betting. 
It’s the reason no one under the age of 18 is 
allowed on course (in normal times). 

Anything with a hint of a gambling connection 
raises red flags among some (often loud) law-
makers who are determined to shield young-
sters from the vice as long as possible. 
 
It makes an already difficult task – promoting 
the sport to the next generation – even harder, 
but that is the landscape that has to be  
navigated. There is no easy solution to the 
eternal problem of having to cultivate horse 
racing’s next set of fans, but looking at the 
NFL’s initiatives and using them as inspiration 
is a good place to start. www.scmp.com 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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KZN based photographer Candiese Lenferna has spent the week in Cape Town following 
the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate, and posted some top pictures on Twitter from the stud 
farms she has been visiting.  Above 2014 J&B Met winner Hill Fifty Four (left) and 2009  
Mercury Sprint hero Our Giant enjoy each other’s company at Klawervlei. They are  
currently employed schooling the babies.  

Drakenstein Stud’s new kid in town  Lancaster Bomber  (above left ) looks regal and relaxed as he 
surveys his domain. And at the other end of the circle of life, now retired champion stallion Silvano 
belies his 24 years as he enjoys life at Maine Chance. –tt    

Former champs friends forever 


