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No Saudi riches for Spies   
First entries for the world’s richest race meeting on February 20 in Saudi Arabia were released  
yesterday. And nestled between names like Baffert, Haggas, and Gosden was the following.  

The 1351 Turf Sprint, $1,000,000, over 1351m  
Horse                          Trainer           Country  
Garrulous  (SA)        Corne Spies              SA 
Van Halen (SA)        Corne Spies              SA 
Nourbese  (SA)        Corne Spies              SA 
 
Their intrepid trainer has never been afraid to 
run his horses, and we spoke to him this  
morning in Mauritius about the great adventure. 
 
But sadly it’s a non-starter…..as the always 
upbeat Corne explained:  
 
“For obvious reasons this has been the worst 
year to try and travel, and we were delayed in 
leaving South Africa, which means we have 
always been working against the clock.  
 
“So our horses are still in Mauritius, and have 
to spend 40 days in the UK before heading on 
to their final destination. So Saudi on February 
20 is not going to happen.  
 
“With luck we could make it to Dubai on World 
Cup night (March 27), and if not then the 
Queen Elizabeth meeting on Hong Kong on 25 

April. Once you are out (of SA) the  
opportunities open up – places like the USA 
and Australia are also not out of the question.” 
 
Part of the same shipment now in Mauritius are 
the undefeated pair of Cape Winter Series  
winner Katak and brilliant young sprinter War 
Room, as well as listed winner Celtic Voyager. 
All three are  ultimately Singapore bound. 
 
The latter two have new owners, but their  
journey has been facilitated by Green Street 
Bloodstock’s Justin Vermaak. 
 
“Getting them out of SA took longer than it 
should have with COVID. War Room was  
originally supposed to be on the same  
shipment as Hawwaam. But they will all be 
leaving the island on 30 January and will then 
be boarding and put into full training with Jane 
Chapell-Hymes courtesy of Mary Slack’s 
Abington Stud near Newmarket. 
 
“For Singapore you have to spend 90 days in 
the UK, so they could be travelling on by May.” 
- tt 
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The outpouring of entries for the Saudi Cup 
comes despite an ongoing controversy over the 
2020 outcome. The $10 million winner's share 
of the 2020 purse still has not been paid as 
Saudi authorities await the results of United 
States investigations and litigation involving the 
doping scandal allegedly tied to Jason Servis, 
who trained Maximum Security  to victory in 
that race. 

The $1.5 million Saudi Derby also drew entries 
from around the globe, including Jackie's  
Warrior and Hot Rod Charlie from the U.S. and 
Qatar Prix Marcel Boussac-Criterium des  
Pouliches (G1) winner Tiger Tanaka. 
 
Trainer Bill Mott has entered multiple grade 
1 winner Channel Maker in both the $2.5  
million Long Distance Turf Handicap at 3,000 
meters and the $1 million Middle Distance Turf 
Cup at 2,100 meters. 
  
Ryan said organizers are "absolutely thrilled" 
with the entries, particularly given the  
challenges involved with the ongoing  
COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Considering this is only the second year of a 
new international racing event, both the quality 
and depth of entries has grown  
significantly, and there is some really strong 
momentum behind the meeting," Ryan said.   
 
The 2020 turf races were the first ever run at 
King Abdulaziz Racetrack, conducted over a 
purpose-grown course that drew praise from 
jockeys and trainers.  
 
www.bloodhorse.com 

The Jockey Club of Saudi Arabia has  
unveiled a massive list of entries, including 
many of the world's top horses, for the  
second edition of the Saudi Cup  
meeting Feb. 19-20 at King Abdulaziz  
Racetrack in Riyadh. 
 
The $20 million Saudi Cup itself, the world's 
richest race, drew more than 100 entries from 
nine countries including Preakness Stakes (G1) 
winner Swiss Skydiver, Runhappy Malibu 
Stakes (G1) winner Charlatan (right), and  
Big Ass Fans Breeders' Cup Dirt Mile (G1)  
winner Knicks Go. The field is limited to 14 
starters. 
 
The American entry list for the 1,800-meter 
Saudi Cup also includes Jesus' Team, Sleepy 
Eyes Todd, Tacitus, Storm the Court, Max  
Player, Math Wizard, and Independence Hall. 
 
England's William Haggas entered the likes of 
multiple group 1 winner Addeybb while John 
Gosden entered Prix du Jockey Club  
(French Derby, G1) winner Mishriff and  
impressive all-weather specialists Global  
Giant and Dubai Warrior. 
 
A big Japanese entry list includes Omega  
Perfume, recent winner of the Tokyo Daishoten 
(G1) on the Oi Racecourse dirt; 2020 Japan 
Dirt Derby winner Danon Pharaoh; and Japan's 
recently crowned Dirt Horse of the Year,  
Chuwa Wizard, who gained an automatic spot 
for the Saudi Cup when winning last month's  
Champions Cup (G1). 
 
The winner of the Pegasus World Cup  
Invitational (G1) at Gulfstream Park Jan. 23  
also will have an automatic entry to the  
Saudi Cup. 
 
Powerful contenders from the Middle East  
include North America, a force in Dubai in 2019 
but next-to-last in the 2020 Saudi Cup, 
and New York Central, the locally-trained  
winner of the 2020 Saudia Cup Sprint.  
 
Also entered is Alzahzaah, trained at King  
Abdulaziz by Shaleh Alotalbi and winner of his 
last four starts, most recently the domestic 
grade 1, the Crown Prince Cup. 
 

$20m Saudi Cup attracts the best 

Pic-Benoit Photo 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

While rightly all the focus was on Summer  
Pudding after the Paddock Stakes on  
Saturday, spare a thought for Warren  
Kennedy, who has been left high and dry.  
 
After all he chose Cape Town as his destination 
of choice for January primarily due to the  
prospect of renewing his partnership with the 
Equus horse-of-the-year.  
 
“Yes, it was the main reason,” he confirmed this 
morning. “But it is what it is. It wasn’t cast in 
stone that she would run in the Met anyway. 
That was always going to depend on the  
outcome of the Paddock Stakes. 
 
“On Saturday I was happy with my position 
close to Queen Supreme as we turned for 
home. But when I asked her to challenge there 
was nothing there. With the vet report we know 

the reason why, and obviously that just wasn’t 
her run.” 
 
A look at Saturday’s Kenilworth card reveals no 
Kennedy rides. And as it turns out, he isn’t as 
affected as might have been the case.  
 
“I was always only going to ride on the Paddock 
Stakes day and Met Day anyway. First prize 
now would be to partner Golden Ducat in the 
Cape Town Met.” 
 
Warren of course was aboard the big gelding 
(above—pic Wayne Marks) when he gamely 
won the Glorious Goodwood Premier Trophy 
(Gr2) at Kenilworth on Saturday.   
 
“My family are all coming to Cape Town ten 
days before the Met, so hopefully we still have 
something to celebrate on January 30th.”  -tt    

Spare a thought for Warren  
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‘De Kock’ banned in Australia 

TWO obscene horse names have been 
changed after an embarrassing U-turn by 
racing chiefs. 
 
Racing Australia boss Myles Forman  
initially insisted punters laughing at the sexually 
explicit titles were just mispronouncing them. 
 
Racing fans could not believe it when they saw 
the name of one of the horses racing 
 
A screenshot was shared online of both the 
horses' names, leaving fans in stitches. 
 
One was called Lovin' Deqoque and the  
other Get On Deqoque. Forman said the  

correct pronunciation was 'De-quo' - and for 
that reason there was nothing wrong with the 
names. 
 
He said: "We contact owners when they lodge 
the names to make sure we know how the 
horse names are pronounced and what the 
meaning of the name is. 
 
"And in this case it‘s De-quo. Look, a  
combination of letters and words can mean  
different things to different people. 
 
"In this case we were confident it should be 
pronounced De-quo. Therefore there’s nothing 
here that prompts concern.” (to Page 7) 

http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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‘De Kock’ banned in Australia –from Page 6 

However, that claim was met with much  
scepticism and now Darryl Ward, who trains 
both horses, has been told to change their  
titles. 
 
They ran under their original names at  
Deagon racecourse in Brisbane, Australia, last 
month. But now Lovin' Deqoque - whose mum 
is called Buxom Babe - has been renamed  
Lovin' De Quo While Get On Deqoque is now 
known as Dublin De Quo. 
 
Forman told 7news.com.au: "Racing Australia 
has now reviewed the names and  
irrespective of how they are intended to be  
pronounced is working with the owner for the 
names of the horses to be changed  
before they next race." 
 
Racehorse names have been the cause of 
much controversy lately. 
 
A trainer in America has been banned for  
giving his horse a racist name as part of a feud 
with a black TV presenter. 
 

And British Horseracing Authority bosses were 
forced to act after a runner at Wolverhampton 
competed under the name of a racial slur. 
 
www.thesun.co.uk 
(Whether the Griffiths/De Kock training  
partnership will also need to be renamed was  
unclear at the time of going to press (lol) –tt)  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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A desire to secure the best colts from the 
final crops of Not A Single Doubt has seen 
Tony Fung Investments and Phoenix  
Thoroughbreds go to seven figures for two 
of his sons on the third day of the Magic 
Millions Gold Coast Yearling Sale.  
• 
The Fung/Phoenix partnership went to $1.8  
million for Lot 612 (above)  and $1 million for 
Lot 529, both sons of Not A Single Doubt. 
• 
The sister to Loving Gaby (I Am Invincible) is 
going to Ciaron Maher, who negotiated a $1.2 
million deal with Kia Ora Stud for the  
sought-after filly. 
• 
The Victorian Alliance struck to secure three 
colts, two by I Am Invincible, which included Lot 
636 (right) for $950,000. 
• 
James Harron Bloodstock paid $800,000 each 
for a colt by Zoustar and a filly by Snitzel. 
• 
The average of the Sale is still tracking ahead 
of last year, up to $257,471, from $252,113. 

• 
The clearance rate was at a very healthy 88 
per cent, up from 87 per cent at the Sale time 
in 2021. 
• 
The median remained steady, both day-on-day 
and year-on-year, at $180,000. 
• 
The Sale remains on a path to become the first 
ever to break the $200 million mark for  
aggregate. 
(www.tdnausnz.com.au) 

Magic Millions rolls on strongly 


