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Young wizard looking to Oz   
Twice champion apprentice Luke Ferraris quietly assumed the role of fully qualified jockey 
at the Kenilworth L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate meeting on Saturday.  

And it was almost a dream Gr1 winning start, 
only for Rainbow Bridge to be run out of things 
late by Jet Dark in the big race itself.  
 
But his maiden win as one of the big boys will 
now have to wait, as he is serving a ten-day 
suspension picked up for interference on  
Malmoos when finishing unplaced in the Cape 
Guineas.  Which means he will next be seen in 
action at Kenilworth on the 20th. 
 
“Malmoos is obviously way better than that. He 
beat Linebacker quite comfortably in the  
Concorde Cup (above), and that one  was  
second in the Guineas. He will be much better 
now he’s back in Joburg.    
 
“For some reason raiders from Joburg often run 
flat in their second run in Cape Town if they 
stay here – we saw it with Queen Supreme and 
Hawwaam last season, and now Malmoos has 
done the same.” 

(Which is why Mike de Kock has taken Queen 
Supreme back to Gauteng after the Cartier  
Paddock Stakes this year)  
 
But Rainbow Bridge is Luke’s primary focus for 
the next few weeks.  
 
“When we were forced to only ride in one  
centre this month committing to Cape Town 
wasn’t a difficult decision, as riding Rainbow 
Bridge was an opportunity I couldn’t resist. But 
I am finding it frustrating, as I would prefer to 
work as much as possible. But these are tough 
times, and we all have to compromise and 
make sacrifices.” 
 
Indeed, given his suspension, there are only 
three more Cape meetings this month the 
young star is eligible to ride at.  
 
“On Met day I also have Silvano’s Pride for Mr 
Snaith in the Majorca, and am riding (to Pg 2)
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Young wizard looking to Oz—from Page 1 

"The short time I had riding for him I will always 
be grateful for. The way he prepares his horses 
- so fit and well presented - there's something 
almost unexplainable about it. Everything was 
always planned out, and on most occasions the 
plan would come together.  

 “My grandfather still phones me after every 
meeting and keeps tabs on me. He is a huge 
help. He’s 87 now but is still razor-sharp.”  
 
David Ferraris has also played a key role. 
"My father has been very instrumental in my 
career so far. He watches all of my races and 
gives constructive criticism. Which is very  
important in terms of helping me to improve.  
 
Racing consumes virtually all of Luke's energy, 
but when he does get some time off he likes to 
relax in Plettenberg Bay, where the family own 
a holiday home.  He also enjoys a round of 
golf, which is what he was planning to do once 
this interview was concluded on an extremely 
hot Cape Wednesday morning.  
 
Flying high  - on a jet plane? 
 
"My short- term goal is to get to 100 winners 
this season. In the longer term i would like to 
make it overseas in Australia or Hong Kong.  
 
"I have been looking to Australia, and things 
have been set in motion, so we’ll see what 
transpires. But things could start happening by 
March”   
 
And whether here or abroad, there seems little 
doubt that the polite young man is going to 
make a huge name for himself in the years to 
come. –tt 

either Cartel Captain or Tempting Fate for Mr 
Drier in the Cape Flying Championship. 
 
“The Met itself looks pretty open.  Mr Sands 
has told me that Rainbow Bridge’s second run 
after a rest is usually a bit flat, and he peaks on 
the third one, so we have a decent shout.”     
 
Whatever the outcome, the richly talented  
19-year-old certainly looks to have a bright  
future. Despite now being qualified, he could 
well be heading towards a remarkable third  
apprentice title. A winner in 2018/9 and 
2019/20, he sits on 55 this term – 31 clear of 
nearest challenger. Kyle Strydom. And with 
travelling restrictions continuing, that gap will be 
difficult to bridge.       
 
Racing heritage 
Coming from a long line of racing men, Ferraris 
was always likely to spend his working life  
involved in the game.   
 
"I was born here but my father (trainer David 
Ferraris) relocated to Hong Kong when I was a 
year old.  
 
"With Dougie Whyte and Felix Coetzee doing 
so well in Hong Kong and being such great  
ambassadors for our local Jockeys Academy, i 
decided to come back here to learn my trade." 
 
"I'd wake up and go to stables in my uniform 
before going to school. Nobody in my family 
pushed me in any way, but I always felt drawn 
to becoming a jockey.” 
 
And to underline the sacrifices jockeys have to 
make, he has spent his teenage years many 
thousands of miles away from his parents, who 
are of course both still over there.  
 
"My older sister Caroline lives here. She has a 
sharp eye for racing and often sends me  
messages."  
 
Of course now retired family patriarch Ormond 
Ferraris also played a major role in his fledgling 
career, and provided many  early winners.  
 
Famously those include his opening two  
victories on 24 April 2018, when he brought 
home Vivir and Cool Dream in the first and last.       
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Hardly the busiest week on the global  
calendar with just a couple of G1 events in 
South Africa, where a famous name gains 
top billing on the TRC rankings in the shape 
of Mike de Kock. 
 
The eight-time champion trainer claimed his 
first G1 success of the 2020-21 season when 
Queen Supreme (below) completed a repeat 
success in the Cartier-sponsored Paddock 
Stakes at Kenilworth. 

 
The five-year-old mare earns her trainer a 7pt 
boost on the TRC scale, where he moves up to 
#75 from #95. Keagan de Melo is a new entry 
at #242 on the jockeys’ list. 
 
While the 56-year-old De Kock has been much 
higher in the past, his overseas exploits have 
been scuppered to some large extent by  
quarantine restrictions, and De Kock no longer 
targets the Dubai Carnival with his former vim, 
though he will still have a handful of runners at 
Meydan. 
 
His son Matthew has enjoyed a flying start to 
his Australian-based training partnership with 
Robbie Griffiths, the pair having recorded 10 
wins from 155 runners this season. 
 

Currently leading South Africa’s trainers’ title 
race is Justin Snaith, who saddled 50% of the 
eight-runner field for the main event at  
Kenilworth, the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate.  
 
He duly supplied the 12-1 winner Jet Dark (plus 
Belgarion and Do It Again, third and fourth) – 
and is now closing in on the Top 30 after a 3pt 
boost (#31 from #37) 
 
horseracingplanet.com 

SA trainers climbing world rankings  

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Four runners bought from the Cape  
Premier Yearling Sale made their presence 
felt on L’Ormarins Queens Plate day,  
 
Racing fans had been looking forward to the 
expected duel of 2019 Equus Champion  
Sprinter Kasimir (Captain Al – Drakenstein 
Stud) with the 2020 award winner Russet Air in 
a Pinnacle Plate over 1200m. The contest 
played out in thrilling fashion, with Kasimir  
getting the upper hand late in his customary, 
game fashion. 
 
Justin Snaith-trained Kasimir has won 10 of 25 
starts and has stake earnings approaching 
R4m for owners W P Drew, B Kantor , 
A M Doyle, D Nagle, and Paul Shanahan. 
 
Sovereign Rose (Duke Of Marmalade –  
Drakenstein Stud), who was reportedly affected 
by a virus in trainer Glen Kotzen’s yard a few 
weeks ago, was well fancied to atone for a 
weak last run. Backed from 3-1 to 15-10, she 
made no mistake under Grant van Niekerk, for 
a Drakenstein Syndicate. 

“We wanted to have a winner for Drakenstein 
on Gaynor’s big day, we are pleased we could 
do it,” said trainer Glen Kotzen. 
 
Ridgemont/Highlands-bred African Rain  
(Soft Falling Rain), delighted a big partnership 
of owners with a fluent success to open her  
account, drawing away easily in a  
Juvenile Plate over 1000m 
 
Up-and-coming three-year-old Warrior (Futura 
– Ridgemont Highlands), who races in the 
same silks as Kasimir, showed that he capable 
of relaxing and firing from just off the pace.  
 
When given some rein by Fourie in Race 9 
over 1600m, he came storming through from a 
position on the rail and left his rivals by 3.50 
lengths. 
 
“He’s a good sort that can be followed,” Snaith 
assessed. 
 
capethoroughbredsales.com 

Four CTS winners at Plate 
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Prince Khalid Abdullah passes 
The world of Thoroughbred racing is  
remembering the huge debt it owes Prince 
Khalid Abdullah, one of the all-time greats 
of the sport, who died on Tuesday aged 83. 

A statement issued by Juddmonte, his fabled 
racing and breeding operation, said, “It is with 
great sadness that Juddmonte announces the 
death of His Highness Prince Khalid bin  
Abdullah. He died peacefully on Tuesday, 
12th January, 2021.”  
 
The Saudi Prince was arguably the most  
successful owner-breeder of the last  
half-century, during which time he owned four  
horses of a lifetime - Dancing 
Brave, Frankel, Arrogate and Enable - as well 
as a stunning array of other champions,  
including Empire Maker, Zafonic and Kingman. 
 
His horses brought joy to millions and won six 
Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe, three Epsom Derbys 
and seven races at the Breeders’ Cup,  
including the Classic in 2016 with Arrogate, 
who also won a Dubai World Cup.  
 
His Juddmonte Farms top the Breeders’ Cup all
-time earnings list at over $17 million. He won 
nine Eclipse Awards (four owner and five 
breeder), was champion owner in Britain three 
times and champion owner in both Britain and 
France in 2003. 

His colours were carried to victory by over 500 
stakes winners around the world, of which he 
bred over 440, including 118 G1 winners, of 
which he bred 102. They included 28 Classics 
in the U.S. and Europe. It was only recently 
that we were celebrating the 40th year 
since the first of those Classics, Known Fact in 
the Newmarket 2000 Guineas of 1980.  
 
But the Prince will be remembered also for his 
other enormous contributions to the sport,  
including his sponsorship of major races,  
headlined by the G1 Juddmonte International, 
the mile-and-a-quarter G1 that tops the bill at 
the York Ebor Festival every August and has 
more than once been named as the best race 
in the world. 
 
Douglas Erskine Crum, CEO of Juddmonte, 
said, “Juddmonte feels a huge sense of loss. 
Prince Khalid will be remembered as a quiet, 
dignified, benevolent family man, whose horses 
spoke for him. He leaves a legacy that will 
stand the test of time.”  
thoroughbredracing.com      

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Magic Millions day two summary 

Day 2 of the Magic Millions Gold Coast 
Yearling Sale today continued to produce  
fireworks, with four $1 million-plus lots, 
highlighted by the $1.8 million Tom Magnier 
paid for a colt by Kingman (GB).  
• 
Coolmore's Tom Magnier would not be denied, 
paying $1.8 million for a colt by Kingman (GB) 
(above) offered by Segenhoe Stud. 
• 
Breeder Michael Christian enjoyed a marquee 
day, selling two lots he co-bred for a combined 
$1.9 million, a colt by Zoustar and a filly by  
I Am Invincible. 
• 
Persistence paid off for James Harron, who 
swooped late to pay $2.125 million for colts by 
young stallions Shalaa (Ire—below) and  
Capitalist (right). 

• 
The partnership of Tony Fung Investments and 
Phoenix Thoroughbreds are the Sale's leading 
buyer, spending $5.235 million. 
• 
The Sale average is up when compared to the 
end of the second session last year, $258,773 
to $249,632. 

• 
The clearance rate has also lifted year-on-year 
from 86 per cent to 88 per cent. 
• 
The median remains at $180,000 
 
www.tdnausnz.com.au 
 


