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Met picture is clouding over   
Usually the Cape Town Met picture becomes clearer following the L’Ormarins Queen’s 
Plate, but this time around Jet Dark’s win on Saturday has muddied the waters regarding 
the great race, which appears more open than it did before. 

Not that Justin Snaith’s three-year-old is an  
entry himself, but the pecking order of those 
behind him at the weekend has been thrown 
into slight disarray.  
 
Snaith would have been well pleased with the 
runs of Do It Again, Belgarion, and African 
Night Sky. And as usual he has been quick to 
declare jockeys, with Anton Marcus on Do It 
Again, and Richard Fourie committed to  
Belgarion. The resurgent African Night Sky is 
without a pilot at this stage.     
 
“Do It Again’s run was phenomenal under the 
circumstamces. He needed the blow and over 
2000m will be spot on.  
 
“Belgarion pulled up great, and it will be a  
different ball game over the extra 400m. He’s 
not a miler and never will be. 
 

“African Night Sky was very unlucky on  
Saturday. He would have won if he had got a 
run on the inside. He pulled up really well and 
is a class horse.  
 
“Between my three we have a good chance.”  
 
Mike de Kock never leaves Cape Town  
post-season without a Gr1 or two in his pocket, 
and Queen Supreme did the business in  
dominant style on Saturday. 
 
“She is back in Joburg already, and travelled 
well, which is key. We have a week to decide 
where we are going with her. Last year we left 
her in Cape Town after the Paddock, and she 
flopped on Met day in the Majorca, so we are 
trying a different approach.  
 
“She is entered for the Majorca again, but we 
are leaning towards running her (to Page 2)  
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Met picture is clouding over—from Page 1 

contacted regarding whether he would now  
partner Golden Ducat, as he did in Saturday’s 
Glorious Goodwood Premier Trophy win but 
made it clear that nothing could be confirmed 
at this stage. 
 
And his reply was “yes”, when asked if he was 
happy with Golden Ducat and Rainbow 
Bridge’s runs at the weekend.  
 
So there you have it.  -tt 

 
         
 
   
 
  

in the Met. Winning a weight-for-age Grade 1 
against colts will be far more valuable for her 
pedigree.” 
 
He also confirmed that his three-year-old  
Malmoos will not be running.       
 
A most interesting addition is Cartier Paddock 
Stakes 3rd Princess Calla, who was  
supplemented yesterday by Adam Marcus. She 
will be the first three-year-old filly to run since 
Oh Susanna in 2018. And we all know how that 
ended… 
 
“Our original plan was to go for the Majorca 
Stakes, but she drew 20 out of 22. Then when 
she ran such a good race on Saturday, and the 
three-year-olds are clearly so strong, the Met 
started to appeal. Mario Ferreira (owner) and 
Des Goncalves (his racing manager) agreed, 
and here we are. 
 
“Fillies have done well in the Met in recent 
years, and she will be better the further she 
goes. Saturday was only her fifth start, and 
Grant (Behr) said she was still running  
exceptionally green. I’m very excited about her  
future.” 
 
Indeed River Jetez(2010), Igugu(2012) and 
Smart Call(2016) all flew the flag for the gentler 
gender during the past decade, as well as  
Oh Susanna.  
 
And adding to his filly’s appeal is the booking of 
another Grant to ride her at 51,5kg - the white-
hot Van Niekerk variety.  
 
“Grant was my dad’s appy years ago, and we 
are delighted to secure his services. He is  
riding unbelievably well, and with so much  
confidence, which horses can feel. He’s got 
something special.  
 
“She’s had a lovely prep, and we are taking our 
chances.” 
 
But sadly Summer Pudding has been  
withdrawn, and is already back in Gauteng (see 
Page 4).  
 
That leaves current champion jockey Warren 
Kennedy without a ride. Eric Sands was  

gggaming.bet odds for Cape Town Met  
 
22-10 Belgarion 
  9-2   Rainbow Bridge 
11-2   Golden Ducat  
  7-1   Do It Again, Queen Supreme 
14-1   Princess Calla 
25-1   and better Bar 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, PAST 
ISSUES CAN BE FOUND AT 

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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Equus horse-of-the year Summer Pudding 
will not run in the Cape Town Met on  
January 30. Or the Majorca Stakes for that  
matter.  
 
For she was put on  a float back to Gauteng, 
and arrived there this morning, trainer Paul  
Peter revealed. 
 
"It's unfortunate, but the main thing is she is still 
in one piece.   
 
“She was coughing and had mucus after  
Saturday, and with having to go on antibiotics it 
would have been a rush job to get her ready for 
three weeks time.  

“She's far too valuable to do something like 
that. But we are fighters and will be coming 
back to Cape Town to fight again one day.  
 
“I can't speak highly enough of the help Eric 
Sands has given me."    
 
(Summer Pudding and Heart Stwings - who is 
also on the float - both boarded with Mr Sands 
while in Cape Town)  -tt 
  

Summer Pudding out of Met 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE 

MASK! 
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NHA PRESS RELEASE 
Inquiry – Stable Employee Mr Andrew  
Fortune 
 
The National Horseracing Authority (NHA)  
confirms that at an Inquiry held on 
10 November 2020, adjourned and resumed on 
11 January 2021, Stable Employee 
Mr Andrew Fortune was charged with a contra-
vention of Rules 72.1.25, 72.1.26 and 72.1.43: 
 
Rule 72.1.25 - in that Mr Fortune  
misbehaved himself or conducted himself in an 
improper manner by physically assaulting  
Jockey Gavin Lerena in the weighing room after 
the running of Race 7 at Turffontein  
Racecourse on Saturday, 24 October 2020. 
 
Mr Fortune pleaded guilty to the charge.  
 
The Inquiry Board found Mr Fortune guilty of 
the charge in terms of Rule 72.1.25 and after 
considering the mitigating factors presented, 
imposed a penalty of a fine of R20 000 (twenty 
thousand rand) of which R10 000 (ten thousand 
rand) is suspended for 24 months, provided 
that Mr Fortune is not found guilty of a similar 
offence during the 24-month period. 

Mr Fortune has the Right of Appeal against the 
penalty imposed.  
 
In terms of Rule 72.1.26, the Inquiry Board took 
no further action. 
 
In terms of Rule 72.1.43 - in that Mr Fortune 
published, communicated or uttered words or 
statements or posted on any social media  
platform or channel material, content or  
comments, or conducted himself in a manner 
which could reasonably be construed to be  
either obscene, offensive, defamatory, racist, 
threatening, harassing, discriminating, sexist or 
abusive to any other person or entity involved in 
the racing industry, or bring the good name of 
any person or entity in the industry or the NHA 
into disrepute, after the running of Race 7, on 
24 October 2020, at Turffontein Racecourse 
and during the occurrence of the physical  
assault on Jockey Gavin Lerena in the weighing 
room. 
 
Mr Fortune pleaded not guilty to the charge and 
was found not guilty. Furthermore, Mr Fortune’s 
suspension in respect of the attendance of race 
meetings, has been lifted. 
 

Andrew Fortune fined for Lerena fracas 
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Antony Thompson and his team at Widden 
Stud had a 10 minutes all breeders dream of 
when they provided the two top lots on the 
opening day today of this year’s Gold 
Coast Magic Millions Yearling Sale. 
 
Prominent owner-breeder Robert Anderson 
continued his great week when the I Am  
Invincible filly from his Group 1-winning mare 
Bonaria sold to Busuttin Racing for $975,000 
under the Widden banner. 
 
Anderson’s mare Paradee won last Saturday’s 
Wave on the Gold Coast and runs again 
on Magic Millions Day this week. 
 
Two lots later, Widden led in the Snitzel colt, 
who is the first foal of Brisbane stakes-winning 
mare Bonny O’Reilly. The colt (below) was 
eventually knocked down to Coolmore’s Tom 
Magnier (signing, right) for $1.9 million. 

Thompson said it was a great opening day of 
the sale for the historic family farm. 
 
“So much work goes into it and there’s a lot of 
build-up and you just hope they sell well. That 
was a fantastic achievement for the whole team 
today,” Thompson said. 
 
“Robert Anderson has had horses with the farm 
for 30 years, he’s been a good breeder and a 
great supporter of ours. 
 
“The Bonny O’Reilly filly was for ourselves and 
some of our clients and it was a very exciting 
result for everyone, being the first foal from the 
mare.” 
 
Given uncertainty over who might be able to 
attend, absence of international buyers and 
fragile global economy, the opening day held 
up remarkably well, with average and median 
comparable to the record result a year ago, with 
an average around the $250,000 mark. 

“Obviously we were very anxious about the  
environment and sale coming in, but the  
fundamentals of the Australian industry are so 
good with so much good prizemoney,”  
Thompson said. “Horse people are very  
optimistic and they always find a way to get 
things done.” 
 
Bonny O’Reilly was sold at the Magic Millions 
National sale for $1.2 million 18 months ago 
carrying this colt. 
 
“We’re delighted with that. It’s an outstanding 
result for everyone,” Magic Millions managing 
director Barry Bowditch said. 
 
Bowditch said there’s a long way to go, but was 
pleased to see the way the opening day figures 
stacked up, particularly the strong clearance 
rate. 

“It’s just good there’s a positive vibe and we’re 
selling a huge chunk of the horses, which was 
my trepidation going into it,” he said. 
 
“Seemingly there’s great depth to the market, 
there’s bidding at all ends and vendors are will-
ing to meet the market. With that it’s giving the 
market confidence to bid.” 
racenet.com.au 

10 minutes Widden Stud won’t forget 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

In a clear case of following the money,  
Charlatan will pass on the Pegasus and  
likely set down at the Saudi Cup. That’s 
what trainer Bob Baffert told Santa Anita’s 
Ed Golden on Sunday. 
  
Following the money, in this case, takes the  
4-year-old son of Speightstown to Saudi Arabia 
on Feb. 20 for the $20 million, 1-1/8-mile Saudi 
Cup —  a race paying $10 million to the winner. 
 
“The thing I like about the Saudi race is it’s a 
one-turn mile-and-an-eighth, and Charlatan is 
so fast. It’s a challenge, but it’s $20 million,” 
Baffert said. “That’s a lot of money.” 
 
Charlatan, meanwhile, is a lot of horse. He  
returned from an eight-month absence with 
a resounding 4 ½-length victory in the Grade 1 
Malibu Stakes (above) at Santa Anita.  
 
His win over seven furlongs came with a 107 
Beyer Speed Figure and 118 Equibase Speed 
Figure – both career highs — and continued a 
streak where nobody beat him across a finish 
line. 
 

In his four races, Charlatan waxed his foes by a 
combined margin of 26-½ lengths. His average 
Equibase Speed Figure in those four races is 
108.25. Charlatan’s only official loss came in 
the first division of the Arkansas Derby, 
where he was disqualified for a medication  
violation. 
 
Before the Mailbu, that was Charlatan’s last 
start. Putting aside the fat purse halfway around 
the world, Baffert opted for the Saudi Cup from 
a timing standpoint. Charlatan’s Malibu romp 
and frolic took a lot out of a horse coming off a 
nearly eight-month hiatus. 
 
Too Quick a Turnaround  
“That’s the plan right now. I’ve got another 
week to make up my mind, but he’d be coming 
back a little quick for the other race (the Jan. 23 
Pegasus World Cup) off a long layoff,” Baffert 
said. “And he ran so hard (in the Malibu). I  
worry about that.” 
 
As if to put Baffert’s mind at ease, Charlatan 
took his first workout since that Malibu victory. 
He went a half-mile in an easy 49.80 seconds. 
onlinegambling.com 

Superstar Charlatan bound for Saudi Cup  

Cape Premier Yearling Sale postponed  

Pic-Benoit Photo 
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Aussie flop has major assets 
Every year hundreds of horses are bought 
by owners who have designs on racing 
them in Hong Kong, but one galloper who 
didn’t make the grade is on sale right now 
with a unique trait: “abnormally large  
testicles”. 
 
Bought by George Moore Bloodstock for 
A$375,000 (HK$2.25m) in 2018, the original 
owner of Morethannumberone raced him in 
Australia with the hope of qualifying for Hong 
Kong, much like his older full-brother Fortune 
Booth, who had three wins and five placings 
from 26 starts. 
 
But with one win from 15 starts – and the  
additional complication of having throat surgery 
– that didn’t happen and Morethannumberone 
has been put on the market to the highest  
bidder by “Team Moore”, who are acting as 
agents for the owner. 
 
Even though the son of More Than Ready  
didn’t reach any great heights, he holds a  
special place for the famous family as the first 
winner of the new training partnership between 
the legendary Hong Kong handler John and his 
brother Gary, the former superstar jockey. 
 
While a horse going on sale is not a unique  
occurrence, the description in the Inglis  
catalogue has caught the eye of  buyers. 

“Morethannumberone has been a model of 
consistency this preparation with plenty more to 
give to his new connections,” the description 
reads. 
 
“His current owner has elected to go to auction 
with Morethannumberone as he has not  
qualified for Hong Kong importation. 
 
“Having been reluctant to geld  
Morethannumberone, it is believed that his new 
connections may reap the rewards from the 
removal of his abnormally large testicles, that 
have been deemed to cause restriction. 
  
“Morethannumberone is [straightforward] to 
train, clean limbed and rarely will leave feed. 
Has performed and trained well, and without 
any hindrance, with the utilisation of a tongue 
tie and cross-noseband.” 
 
The highest bid sat at A$20,000 (HK$120,000) 
on Tuesday morning with the sale of the unique 
specimen to be finalised on Wednesday. 
www.scmp.com 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
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