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Festival triumphs despite all 
While fans on course were sorely missed, Mrs Gaynor Rupert, L’Ormarins and Drakenstein 
Stud still managed to produce a top-drawer Queen’s Plate festival on Friday and Saturday.  

L’Ormarins is synonymous with class of course 
– encapsulated by their simple but classic blue 
and white colours. These were seen in the  
winners enclosure four times over the two 
days, with the meeting concluded by Silver 
Host’s easy victory in the Gr3 Okapi  
Chairman’s Cup.  
 
And Drakenstein of course bred three-year-old 
Jet Dark (above), who confounded his lowly 
rating by winning the L’Ormarins Queen’s 
Plate. (To complete a near-perfect weekend,  
Drakenstein’s  Zimbaba was a very impressive 
winner of the Swallow Stakes (L) at Turffontein 
on Sunday)   
 
At Kenilworth virtually all trainers and media 
present followed the blue-and-white theme. But 
the stipes of course are restricted to their  
penguin outfits. And the jockeys can be  
excused for having to ride in the designated 
colours of the owner they are riding for! 

And a much-appreciated innovation was the 
provision of a dedicated live stream of the 
event from www.lqp.com. This provided top 
class coverage, and was hugely appreciated, 
particularly by people overseas, who otherwise 
would have had no access.   
 
One thing that was great to see online was the 
number of racing people who made the effort to 
dress up in the theme colours while enjoying 
the spectacle at home (see Pages 6 and 8) 
 
Of course none of this would have been  
possible without the energy and commitment of 
the progressive new team running Cape  
Racing. 
 
On the presenting front Neil Andrews did a fine 
job as MC, ably assisted by Alastair Cohen. But 
you had to feel a bit sorry for the regular  
Kenilworth crew of Stan Elley, Grant Knowles, 
and Fiona Ramsden, who were all (to Page 2)
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Festival triumphs despite all—from Page 1 

For the umpteenth time Justin Snaith was the 
dominant trainer, winning seven of the eighteen 
races on offer. 

But the up-country boys were not to be denied 
either, with Sean Tarry and Mike de Kock  
taking the Cartier double for the second year in 
succession. Celtic Sea (above) defended her 
Cartier Sceptre Stakes crown on Friday, and 
Queen Supreme (below) the Cartier Paddock 
Stakes title on Saturday – and both in dominant 
fashion. 

Equus horse-of–the-year Summer Pudding 
tamely lost her unbeaten status, but was  
reported as ‘coughing post-race and nasal  
discharge’ in the stipes report. Clearly this run 
must be ignored.  
 
Handicappers headache 
After Saturday the handicappers had a  
headache with the three-year-olds. Paddock 
Stakes runner up Princess Calla and Queen’s 
Plate winner Jet Dark both ran to marks above 
the respective Guineas winners who beat them 
solidly only weeks ago.  
(to Page 4) 

sidelined for what is accepted as the most 
glamorous race day on the Cape calendar. 
 
A bit of input from the people who are there all 
year round would have been appreciated,  
particularly in terns of form studying. (In Fiona’s 
case this is something of a moot point, as she 
has been unable to return from the UK during 
the past couple of weeks due to the enhanced 
lockdown both here and there.)  
 
There were also plenty of media present, with 
Warren and Candiese Lenferna, and Andrew 
Bon among those who wouldn’t be seen at a 
‘normal’ Cape meeting. 
 
Riding wise two men stood head-and-shoulders 
above the rest (figuratively speaking). Grant 
van Niekerk produced a ride-of the-season  
contender on Friday when the seemingly  
beaten Elusive Fortune got back up from the 
canvas to take the listed Jamaica Handicap. 
And his effort on Jet Dark was also right up 
there. The Trippi colt was 12,5kg out with  
Rainbow Bridge on official ratings, but Van 
Niekerk judged things perfectly down the inside 
to get the better of the multiple Gr1 winner.  
 
Richard Fourie had five winners over the two 
days. And the two most significant were in the 
first and last. Debutante juvenile filly High  
Hosanna was hugely impressive in the opener 
on Friday and is one to follow. 

And going beyond 2000m for the first time,  
Silver Host (above) looked ready to dominate 
our staying ranks the way he won the closing  
contest on Saturday. By the way, both belong 
to Drakenstein…   
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Festival triumphs despite all—from Page 2 

the others had to go into isolation, racing would 
have to come to a halt. Which is the very  
scenario stopping jockeys from travelling is 
supposed to prevent.  
 
And the NHA of course also has their much 
vaunted ‘virtual boardroom’ which means  
stipes can contribute from a remote location.  
 
Arnold Hyde and new NHA chief vet Dr Thiago 
Luz also travelled from Gauteng to attend, 
making four in total. It seemed a trifle  
insensitive in the circumstances. –tt 

Race-CAPE TOWN MET (Grade 1) R 
1,000,000 2000m Open to horses at  
Weight For Age  
WFA: 3yrs-6.0kgs 4yrs-0.5kgs  
RAINBOW BRIDGE (6G) 60.0 132   
DO IT AGAIN (6G) 60.0 131 
BELGARION (5G) 60.0 130   
CIRILLO (5H) 60.0 126  
NEXUS (5G) 60.0 117  
AFRICAN NIGHT SKY (7G) 60.0 115  
HUDOO MAGIC (AUS) (5G) 60.0 110  
SOVEREIGN SPIRIT (5G) 60.0 106  
MAJESTIC MOZART (5G) 60.0 105 
GOLDEN DUCAT (4G) 59.5 128 
SILVER OPERATOR (4C) 59.5 112 
SACHDEV (4G) 59.5 108  
KING OF GEMS (4C) 59.5 107 
SUPER SILVANO (4C) 59.5 104 
SEVENTH GEAR (4G) 59.5 103  
AZORES (4G) 59.5 101 
CAPTAIN OF STEALTH (4C) 59.5 101 
BABY SHOOZ (4G) 59.5 97 
SIR MICHAEL (4G) 59.5 95  
QUEEN SUPREME (IRE (5M) 57.5 
RUNNING BRAVE (5M) 57.5 1 
SUMMER PUDDING (4F) 57.0  
MALMOOS (3C) 54.0 114  
SILVANO'S TIMER (3G) 54.0 108  
PRINCESS CALLA (3F) 51.5 116  
(26) 
 
Please Note: Declarations Close: 11h00, 
Wednesday, 20 Jan 2021.  
 
Barrier Draws will be done electronically by the 
NRB on Wednesday 20th Jan 2021  
  
         
 
   
 

Speaking to senior handicapper Mathew Lips 
on Monday he revealed the new marks. 
 
“In the Majorca we used Clouds Unfold to the 
119 she ran to in the Green Point, and 
dropped her to 122. That means Princess  
Calla runs to 119, but we made her 116, the 
same as Captain’s Ransom, and Chat Ching 
114. 
 
“For the Queen’s Plate the key was Rainbow 
Bridge to the 128 he ran to there. We have 
dropped him to 132, and Do It Again to 131.  
 
“Jet Dark has been given a mark of 130. We 
were reluctant to make him any higher for 
now.” 
 
Personally I would disagree. The lightly raced 
winner has won the country’s premier weight–
for-age mile fair and square, but is still rated 
lower than the three Met and July winners he 
beat. 

Surprise 
One thing I did find surprising in the current  
cilimate is that the NHA flew in stipes from both 
Gauteng (Ryan Hutcheson – above, left) and 
KZN (Simon Connaway - right) to back up the 
local crew (Cecil van As, Ernie Rodrigues, and 
Nick Shearer—empty chair) on the day. 
 
That meant stipendiary representatives of our 
three foremost racing centres were all sitting in 
the same room throughout Friday and  
Saturday afternoon. After all if stipes in those 
three centres all went down with COVID, and 

Cape Town Met weights 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, PAST 
ISSUES CAN BE FOUND AT 

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

As mentioned earlier, despite not being able 
to attend, racing people all round the  
country got into the swing of things for the 
L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate.  
 
On the right, Callie and Adam Azzie, Lyle  
Hewitson and his long term partner Hannah 
Runnalls all look stylish in their colour themed 
outfits while enjoying what we trust is   
non-transported alcohol.  
 
As does  Bianca Mincione, MJ ‘Bakkies’ 
Byleveld’s partner (below).  
 
As for MJ himself, I score his ‘outfit’  14/44, 
Which coincidentally was the ‘telling’ on Sunday 
when the Bulls met  the mighty (not) Pumas. 
 
p.s. the Bulls didn’t win  (to Page 8) 

Racing people get into the swing for LQP   

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Woodhill Farm’s very own KKK (Kirra, Kathi 
and Kuyan Kotzen) enjoy their Garden Party 
(above). 

The lucky couple above are Neville and Pamela 
Isdell, enjoying the fun from Barbados.  
 
Their ultra-game filly Elusive Fortune won the 
listed Jamaica Handicap on Friday under one of 
the gifted Grant van Niekerk’s most inspired 
rides.  
 

Chase Liebenberg may be a photographer but 
he lurves posing for fellow snapper Candiese 
Lenferna as well. Here he is (above) with  
Candice Bass-Robinson, who flashes a bit of 
leg. 
 
And L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate winner Jet Dark 
looks as cool as you like as he winds down  
post-race with the equally nattily attired  
Justin Snaith 
 
What is this fuss all about?, he seems to say–tt 

Racing people get into LQP swing—from Page 6   

Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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US horse with racist name sparks outrage 
After a horse reportedly named after a racist 
slur won the first race at Aqueduct Jan. 8,  
reaction on social media and throughout the 
industry was swift to denounce the name and 
trainer Eric Guillot (below), who had posted a 
picture of the horse and its name days earlier 
on social media. 

The 3-year-old gelding by Uncle Mo, who won 
his debut Friday, was named Grape Soda, a 
racist stereoptype directed at African  
Americans.  
 
A Tweet on January 1 on Eric  
Guillot’s Twitter feed indicated that he had 
been named after a TVG announcer. It was 
clear on Twitter that most people believe Guillot 
was talking about Ken Rudulph, the only on-air 
African-American at the network. 
 
“This colt will run next week and has unique 
name in honor of a TVG analyst,” Tweeted 
Guillot, with an emoji representing the Black 
Power fist.  
 

One of Guillot’s followers, Steven Kahn,  
Tweeted back at Guillot, “What’s his name??” 

Guillot responded, “GRAPE SODA.” He  
followed that up on January 2 with a Tweet that 
said, “GRAPE SODA breezed 49.3 smooooth a 
menthol Kool,” and an emoji with a Black hand 
giving the thumbs up symbol, and posted a gif 
of an African American man making a “shhh” 
motion. 
 
After the race on Friday, Guillot tweeted that he 
had named the horse after a fond childhood 
memory of drinking the beverage. “When I went 
home for Xmas my 88 year Mother got a kick 
out of me naming a horse after my favourite 
drink when I was little boy she always reminded 
me of it for years! I’ll send her a pic.” (Grammar 
and usage copied as is from Tweet.) 
 
Reached by telephone, Guillot said that he 
would not comment on the issue. “I am not 
commenting on this stupid media-frenzied stu-
pid (expletive) thing,” he told the TDN. “Is that 
what you called me about?” When 
the TDN said that it was indeed what we had 
called about, he replied, “I’ve gotten 10 calls 
and that’s what’s wrong with this country. I’m 
the furthest thing from racist. But if that’s what 
everybody wants to believe, go right ahead.” 
 
The TDN subsequently asked Guillot if rumours 
that he had planned to retire before running this 
horse were true, and he confirmed that he had 
retired. “That was the last horse I ever ran. This 
has been something that’s been in the making 
for a while now.” At around noon on Saturday, 
he posted a video on Twitter which he said  
depicted his first day of retirement, spent 
“driving west” and drinking Starbucks. 
 
The New York Racing Association was quick to 
ban Guillot from receiving stalls or entering 
horses at their tracks.. 
 
“Racism is completely unacceptable in all 
forms,” read a statement from NYRA President 
and CEO David O’Rourke. “NYRA rejects Eric 
Guillot’s toxic words and divisive behavior in 
the strongest terms. At this time, he will no 
longer be permitted to enter horses at any NY-
RA track nor will he be allocated stalls on NY-
RA grounds. In addition, we will review what 
further steps may be available to us. Our racing 
community is diverse, and we stand for inclu-
sion.” 
 
As of Friday, Guillot had four stalls at Belmont. 
They had been vacated by Saturday. Aidan 
Butler, the Chief Operating Officer at the  
Stronach Group’s 1/ST Racing, (to Page 11)
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US horse name sparks outrage-from Page 4 

said that Guillot would no longer be welcome at 
their tracks, either. “1/ST RACING stands firmly 
against the inexcusable actions of trainer Eric 
Guillot,” said Butler in a statement emailed to 
the media.  
 
“There is no place in the sport of Thoroughbred 
racing for racism in any form. Our company will 
not tolerate the use of hateful and divisive  
language or behavior. 1/ST RACING agrees 
fully with the New York Racing Association’s 
move to ban Mr. Guillot from racing and will 
take the same action. Mr. Guillot is no longer 
welcomed at any 1/ST RACING track.”  
Stronach tracks include Santa Anita, Golden 
Gate, Gulfstream, Laurel and Pimlico. 
  
The horse was claimed in his start Friday by 
owner Lawrence Roman and trainer Rob Atras. 
Reached by telephone Saturday morning,  
Roman said he was very upset to learn what 
the horse’s name meant. 
 
Roman later reported that he planned to  
rename the gelding “Respect For All,” and that 
he would donate 10% of the horse’s earnings 
to New York racing backstretch workers. 
“I want to do this so something good comes out 
of something bad,” said Roman. 
 
By 1 p.m., The Jockey Club had announced 
that they had approved the new name. 
 
Before being claimed, the gelding was owned 
by Cypress Creek Equine. Cypress Creek’s 
Kevin Moody issued a statement through a 
spokesperson. “Cypress Creek Equine would 
like to denounce the actions of their former 
trainer Eric Guillot,” the statement said.  
 
“Mr. Guillot will no longer train for or represent  
Cypress Creek Equine due to his action on  
social media. Cypress Creek apologizes for 
any ill feelings and does not condone this type 
of behavior.”  
 
The spokesperson said that the horse had  
originally been named Kirkstetter, and a Jockey 
Club spokesman confirmed that the horse’s 
name had been changed Dec. 29, 2020. 

Ken Rudulph told the TDN that he did not wish 
to comment directly on the story, but did  
engage in conversations on Twitter with some 
of his followers. 
 
“The winner in race #1 from Aqueduct is the 
perfect example of my issue with horse racing,” 
he Tweeted Friday after the race had been run.  
 
“The winning trainer is a disgusting and racist 
man. But, if you want to make money in this 
game you have to be able to ignore that stuff. I 
can’t do it. But y’all carry on with your $11.” 
Grape Soda paid $11.20 to win. 
 
In addition to many messages of support, 
Rudulph got some pushback on Twitter,  
including one person who wrote, “It was a 
horse. Let it go.” 
 
Rudulph reacted Saturday. “Y’all sent lots of 
angry tweets and DM’s my way. Received text 
messages from friends and colleagues. Many 
viewers attacked and questioned my  
perspective. I told you that horse racing has a 
TON of racists hiding in plain sight. Now…what 
are you gonna do about it? Let’s go.” 
 
Rudulph’s network, TVG, put out a statement 
as well from CEO Kip Levin, which read: “TVG 
commends NYRA for taking swift action on the 
matter involving Eric Guillot. There is simply no 
place in society for racism and we condemn his 
behavior, a deliberate attempt to slur one of our 
employees, in the strongest terms. Our network 
will no longer air races in which he has an  
entry.  
 
“We also commend the action by new owner 
Larry Roman to change the horse’s name. We 
will continue to work toward making racing 
more inclusive and to attracting a new  
generation of fans to the sport.” 
  
www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


12 

 

Ancelotti has win double 
Carlo Ancelotti's Everton may have required 
extra time to dispose of Rotherham United 
in the FA Cup third round on Saturday, but 
the Goodison Park manager suffered no 
such anxiety as his colours were carried to 
success in some style by the well-bred  
Honor And Pleasure at Deauville.  

A half-brother by Oasis Dream to Irish and 
Yorkshire Oaks heroine Sea Of Class, the four-
year-old Honor And Pleasure got off the mark 
at the third time of asking under Pierre-Charles 
Boudot for Chantilly-based trainer Alessandro 
Botti, who wasted no time relaying the good 
news to a delighted Ancelotti.  
 
"He's won this well and while I wouldn't say it 
was a great race, the way he did it pleased me 
and he has the right to progress from this," said 
Botti. "Carlo called me yesterday having won 
his match as well, so he was pretty happy. 
 
"He wanted to know if we were heading for a 
nice race next, but we'll give him some more 
time to develop before the spring. He has the 
right to be a nice horse and I think he'll be at 
home on the turf." 
 
Botti had Honor And Pleasure ready to go in 
the spring of his three-year-old career but a 
niggle picked up after his final piece of fast 

work prevented him from running in what is  
often an informative newcomers' race at  
Saint-Cloud.  
 
He made it to the all-weather at Deauville twice 
at the end of 2020, and made no mistake on 
his third start. 
 
"He was a bit unlucky on his debut when not 
getting a clear run and then he found himself 
too far back second time out in a race in which 
they went no great gallop," said Botti.   
 
"He finished off well to be fourth but Cristian 
Demuro didn't knock him about and he's smart 
enough to know they weren't going to make the 
ground up." 
 
Ancelotti is one of football's great globetrotters 
and has won three Uefa Champions League 
titles during spells with AC Milan and Real  
Madrid, as well as having the distinction of 
managing title-winning sides in Italy, Spain, 
Germany, France and with Chelsea in England. 
 
Botti said: "It's been seven or eight years since 
we were first introduced and he had 
Myholydream with me, who won a maiden and 
ran well in a couple of black-type races here in 
France before being sold to Hong Kong.  
 
"Madame Cecile won a few races, as did  
Il Pittore. We've probably won ten races I'd 
say. His associate Giovanni Mauri [Ancelotti's 
long-time fitness coach] is really passionate 
about racing and when I approached them with 
an offer to buy 50 per cent of the brother of Sea 
Of Class, just after she had finished second in 
the Arc, they were more than happy to come on 
board." - racingpost.com 
Runner up in the race was No Brexit, partnered  
by Martin Seidl, who rode in Cape Town for a 
few months at the end of 2017.—tt  


