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A banquet fit for Royalty 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic lockdown restrictions barring fans from on- course  
attendance, racing’s purists and punters will be focused attentively on TV’s and live 
streaming aids for the 160th edition of the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate (G1) being held at 
Kenilworth on Saturday, writes Mark van Deventer for Cape Racing.  

This historic feature race with an awesome 
Honours Roll – practically a “Who’s Who” of 
South Africa’s finest milers over the decades, is 
backed up by the G1 Cartier Paddock Stakes 
and G2 Premier Trophy, both high quality 
1800m events. 
  
The L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate stars eight  
runners, with 42 victories between them,  
loading into the starting stalls come 4pm  
Saturday. Principal candidates include 2020 
Durban July hero, Belgarion, 2019 Met victor 
Rainbow Bridge and 2019 Queen’s Plate and 
dual July winner, Do It Again. 
  
Belgarion (sired by Dynasty) and Do It Again 
(Twice Over) are trained by Justin Snaith who 
is relishing a rip-roaring start to the season. 
The first named has been totally  
straightforward since being gelded – winning 

one race after another between 1600m and 
2200m and he will be trying to extend that  
sequence to seven consecutive wins. If he can 
reprise his fluent Green Point Stakes (above) 
performance over the course and distance 
when besting Rainbow Bridge, then he looks 
like the one to beat. 
  
Do It Again is an enigmatic character, imbued 
with serious talent but possessed by  
temperament and physical quirks which have 
occasionally derailed his best endeavours.  
 
The excellent speed score he attained when  
defeating Soqrat two years ago in this race was 
precisely the same as that recently recorded by 
Belgarion in his Green Point show of strength, 
so it should be a fascinating clash between  
brilliant stable companions. 
(To Page 2) 

Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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A banquet fit for Royalty—From Page 1 

represent the Highveld elite, with What A  
Winter’s daughter, Clouds Unfold a proven G1 
winner amongst the local contingent. Throw in 
new generation representatives like Princess 
Calla, Chat Ching and Dazzling Sun and it  
becomes even more interesting. 
  
Summer Pudding is both adaptable and  
seriously talented, yet hard to assess  
accurately as she keeps on defeating lesser 
opposition under a range of varying  
circumstances, though not by commanding 
margins. Her admirable Summer Cup victory 
from a wide draw when lumping 59kg’s was 
arguably her career best. However, as virtually 
the entire field, barring very game runner-up 
Running Brave, flopped badly in the test of 
class/stamina at altitude it’s still hard to peg her 
true ability with certainty. 
  
This race should answer whether Paul Peter’s 
filly is up to beating Queen Supreme or Clouds 
Unfold. The former’s tremendous run to  
Hawwaam in the Horse Chestnut in June 2020 
makes her a particularly formidable threat and 
Mike de Kock’s defending champ will not  
relinquish her Paddock Stakes crown without a 
major scuffle. 
  
Last year’s Majorca Stakes winner Clouds  
Unfold is high class over extended sprints and 
can carry her brilliance up to 1600m. There are 
concerns that she might be suspect going  
beyond a mile for the first time, especially as 
the pace should be enervating with tear-away 
front-runner, Silvano’s Pride stretching out the 
field. Still, she remains a significant threat if 
running to her peak ability. 
  
From a compact field of seven, Golden Ducat 
and Nexus can fight out the Glorious  
Goodwood Premier Trophy (G2). Golden Ducat 
beat re-opposing, Sachdev in the 2020 Cape 
Derby and has performed with distinction since 
then when pitched at the highest level, with  
ever-better runs in the Daily News, July and 
Champions Stakes where he beat the mighty, 
Rainbow Bridge.  
 
That sort of form could prove superior to  
anything Nexus can muster, though he merits 
respect given his ability to quicken up well in 
what could turn into a jog/sprint scenario.         

Rainbow Bridge was only half a length off  
Belgarion when also commencing his Cape 
campaign in the Green Point and ran a close 
third in this race last year to Vardy. His overall 
record of 8 wins from 19 starts withstands  
scrutiny as he’s been consistently dependable 
at the top level throughout his career – a credit 
to the conditioning skills of Eric Sands. The son 
of Ideal World has a high-percentage style of 
racing – cruising handily just off the early tempo 
then able to blitz through rapid closing  
sectionals. He is a major player. 
  
Of the others, only Sean Tarry’s Cirillo seems 
up to the task of possibly winning. It’s  
conceivable that Hurricane Harry will be used 
by Snaith as a pace setter to ensure a genuine 
rhythm for his hold up runners, Belgarion and 
Do It Again. This could enable Cirillo, who has 
plenty of natural speed, to stalk and pounce 
when opportune. He finished upsides of  
Rainbow Bridge and just a half-length off  
Belgarion in the Green Point after racing  
upfront and is a threat again fitted with blinkers. 
  
Jet Dark is the sole three year-old in the race. 
He caught the eye with a flourishing finish to be 
fourth in a false-run Cape Guineas behind  
Russian Rock, proving that he has a potent turn 
of foot. The youngster is obviously progressing 
quickly but on exposed form it’s hard to see him 
beating off older legends in this Weight For Age 
challenge. 
  
Lightly campaigned, Silver Operator is on the 
improve and did get within spitting distance of 
Belgarion, albeit when receiving six kg’s early in 
their respective careers. However, he looks 
light on the figures needed to win a G1 mile 
against the best. Likewise, Sovereign Spirit  
received weight and got a spanking by  
Belgarion when they clashed in last year’s  
Peninsula Handicap so remains a forlorn hope. 
  
The G1 Paddock Stakes WFA over 1800m  
poses another intriguing challenge for  
horseplayers chasing the R10 million P6  
Megapool, trying to forecast the outcome when 
horses from various centres and of different  
ages converge. 
  
Unbeaten Silvano filly, Summer Pudding and 
the Exceed And Excel mare, Queen Supreme 
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Royal Mo a son of  world’s 8th priciest sire 

A most interesting article in   
www.thoroughbredracing.com reveals that 
Uncle Mo is the 8th most expensive stallion 
in the world for 2021.  
 
Klawervlei Stud of course stands Royal Mo 
(pictured), the only son of Uncle Mo presently 
in South Africa.  
 
But the majority shareholder in the hugely 
promising stallion is Heinrich Rix’s Stonehill 
Stud. Royal Mo currently has some highly  
impressive yearlings on the ground. His  
covering fee is ‘POA’, but I think we can safely 
say it is a long way below $175,000! 

8 UNCLE MO  

08, Indian Charlie - Playa Maya (Arch) 
Stands: Ashford Stud, Kentucky, 
USA. Fee: $175,000 (£126,000) 
TRC Global Ranking: 7 (#3 Dirt Sire) 

Uncle Mo sired 14 Graded stakes winners in 
2020, more than any other sire in North  
America. He burst onto the scene with a first 
crop led by champion Nyquist and fellow G1 
winners Outwork and Gomo. And, while there 
was no G1 winner in 2020, there were nine G2 

winners, including a Breeders’ Cup winner in 
Golden Pal, successful in the Turf Sprint. There 
was also a first European stakes winner in  
Lipizzaner. 

Even so, 2020 was a game changer for Uncle 
Mo. Why? Because, within the space of a  
couple of months, he has developed into a  
sensation as a sire of sires. 

Three of his first sons to stud ended 2020  
within the top four North American first-crop 
sires.  

Leading the way is Darley’s Nyquist, who went 
as far as to sire two G1 winners - Vequist and 
Gretzky The Great - before September, a feat 
not achieved by a freshman sire since Danzig. 
Vequist went on to land the Breeders’ Cup  
Juvenile Fillies. 

While Nyquist was one of the more anticipated 
first-crop sires of 2020, less expected was the 
emergence of Laoban, who stood his early 
years in New York at a fee of $5,000. Yet that 
first crop of 72 already includes two of the 
year’s best 2yos in G1 winner Simply Ravishing 
and G2 scorer Keepmeinmind. Such success 
prompted a transfer to WinStar Farm,  
(to Pg 6) 

https://www.thoroughbredracing.com/articles/worlds-top-ten-most-expensive-sires-2021/
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Royal Mo a son of 8th priciest sire—from Page 4 

where he has reportedly been oversubscribed 
at a new fee of $25,000. 

Rounding out the trio is another WinStar  
inmate, Outwork, the sire of two stakes  
winners, including the G1-placed Outadore.  

In fact, by December 31, sons of Uncle Mo had 
fired in seven stakes winners between them. 

As for Uncle Mo himself (above), he is one of 
the younger horses on this list and has a series 
of six-figure crops waiting in the wings. His  
influence on the breed will only continue to 
grow. 
 
Little has changed at the top of the world’s 
most expensive sires list over the past 12 
months, with Galileo and Dubawi ensuring 
the power remains within Europe.  

(Uncle Mo has heavy hitters ahead of him,  
including Into Mischief (below )–tt 

1. GALILEO 
98, Sadler’s Wells - Urban Sea (Miswaki) 
Stands: Coolmore, Ireland. 
Fee: private 
TRC Global Ranking: 1 

 
 2. DUBAWI  
02, Dubai Millennium - Zomaradah 
Stands: Dalham Hall Stud, UK.  
Fee: £250,000 
TRC Global Ranking: 2 

 

3. FRANKEL  
08, Galileo - Kind (Danehill) 
Stands: Banstead Manor , Newmarket 
Fee: £175,000 
TRC Global Ranking: 14 

4. INTO MISCHIEF  
05, Harlan’s Holiday - Leslie’s Lady  
Stands: Spendthrift Farm, Kentucky.  
Fee: $225,000/£162,000 
TRC Global Ranking: 10 (#1 Dirt Sire) 
 
5. KINGMAN  
11, Invincible Spirit - Zenda (Zamindar) 
Stands: Banstead Manor Stud, Newmar-
ket, UK. Fee: £150,000 
TRC Global Ranking: 11  

6. TAPIT 
01, Pulpit - Tap Your Heels (Unbridled) 
Stands: Gainesway Farm, Kentucky, 
USA. Fee: $185,000 (£133,000) 
TRC Global Ranking: 35 (#5 Dirt Sire) 

7. SEA THE STARS 
06, Cape Cross - Urban Sea (Miswaki) 
Stands: Gilltown Stud, Ireland. Fee: 
€150,000/£131,000 
TRC Global Ranking: 6 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

The 1000th winner in KwaZulu-Natal horse 
racing’s Grooms Initiative, proudly powered 
by Hollywoodbets and Gold Circle, brought 
up the significant milestone of R1 Million 
having been awarded to winning grooms 
since its inception in October 2019.  
 
The 1000th winner received his prize at  
Hollywoodbets Greyville on Wednesday,  
6 January 2021 in the final race of the day. 
 
The initiative sees the rewarding of R1 000 to 
the groom of the winning horse of every race at 
the Hollywoodbets Greyville and Hollywoodbets 
Scottsville racecourses, over and above the 
earnings paid out from their stable. 
 
Bongani Mayeshema (below right), the groom 
of 6-year-old gelding, LESLIES PATHTOFAME, 
was announced as the 1000th Grooms Initiative  
winner on Wednesday, 6 January.  

 
Mr Mayeshema, who works for trainer Frank 
Robinson, was presented with the normal 
R1 000 cash incentive, a commemorative  
trophy and an additional bonus of R1 000 for  
being the 1000th milestone winner. The  
campaign has seen 530 different grooms  

winning the incentive, 245 grooms winning 
more than once, and 29 winning on five  
occasions or more. Siyabulela Ntusi, from the 
Gavin van Zyl stable, is the leading groom with 
nine wins. 
 
“We are very proud of this R1 Million landmark 
figure the Grooms Initiative has achieved, and 
the part Hollywoodbets and Gold Circle  
continue to play in improving the horse racing 
industry for all stakeholders. This initiative has 
seen grooms now being appropriately  
recognised in the race card, and being included 
in the post-race presentation for every race,” 
said Devin Heffer, Hollywoodbets Brand and 
Communication Manager. 
 
“The R1 million milestone does not signify the 
end of this initiative. Hollywoodbets and Gold 
Circle will continue the Grooms Initiative for the 
remainder of the 2020/21 racing season, and 
we look forward to working closer with the  
Purple Team on more initiatives in the coming 
months,” said Steve Marshall, Gold Circle's 
Events and Marketing Executive. 

KZN Grooms Initiative has 1000th winner   

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Almond Eye Japan horse-of-year 
Almond Eye has seen off her rivals in the 
race to be crowned Japan's 2020 Horse of 
the Year, just as she frequently did on the 
track, with the dazzling mare attracting 236 
of the 283 votes. 
 

The nation's awards are determined by the 
votes of 283 horse racing journalists, and in the 
Horse of the Year category, the vast majority 
went for the record-breaking mare, whose year, 
and career, was topped by a second victory in 
the Japan Cup (G1) in November. 
 
Almond Eye, also Japan's Horse of the Year in 
2018, was retired from racing after becoming 
the first horse in Japanese history to win nine 
grade 1s on turf. 
 
Triple Crown hero Contrail started second fa-
vorite for the Japan Cup behind market leader 
Almond Eye. He finished runner-up to her there 
and occupied the same berth in the Horse of 
the Year stakes, with 44 votes. 
 
Superstar miler Gran Alegria, who won three 
grade 1s in 2020, received two votes, while the 
fillies' Triple Crown heroine, Daring Tact, who 
was third in the Japan Cup, received one. 

Contrail and Daring Tact took out the 3-year-
old awards, Gran Alegria won the sprinter/miler 
category, while stunning white filly Sodashi was 
named juvenile filly of the year. 
 
Masashi Yonemoto of Silk Racing Co. Ltd., 
owners of Almond Eye, said:  
 
"First of all, I am very honored to have been 
selected for the prestigious Horse of the Year 
title. I would like to thank all the people involved 
in this horse, including the Sakae Kunieda sta-
ble and Northern Farm staff. 
 
"She has retired safely and has started her new 
career as a broodmare, so please continue to 
support her as her children make their debuts." 
 
Kunieda said: "Last year she won three grade 1 
races, finishing her career while maintaining 
her brilliance. All I can say is thank you to Al-
mond Eye. I think it was thanks to the support 
of the owners, breeders, and fans that we were 
able to win the Horse of the Year award." 
 
Lemaire, who had a spectacular 2020 himself, 
added: "She was strong last year. She showed 
high potential from age of 2 and worked hard 
up to and including her last run. I'm glad that 
she ran safely to the end and retired. 
 
"She is an unforgettable horse for me. I was 
happy to be able to ride her for three years, 
and am looking forward to seeing her babies." 
 
bloodhorse.com 
 

  
  
  

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za

