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Celtic Sea will tsunami them 
The opening meeting  of the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate festival on Friday is one for the  
ladies, with  both feature races being reserved for females.  

And the headlining Gr2 Cartier Sceptre Stakes 
over 1200m provides what is likely to be the 
shortest priced favourite of the entire Cape 
summer season in the form of last year’s  
winner - Sean Tarry’s superstar mare Celtic 
Sea. 
 
Gavin Lerena’s mount was priced up at 3-10 
with gggaming.bet at the time of writing.  
 
And while heavy odds-on favourites are often a 
boon to bookmakers, it’s difficult to argue 
against those sort of odds in this case. 
 
The Captain Al mare warmed up by easily  
disposing of Run Fox Run trying 1000m for the 
first time in the Southern Cross (above) a 
month ago.  
 

Now that one is the best sprinting filly with a 
Cape Town trainer at present, underlining the 
task faced by Celtic Sea’s eight rivals, who are 
all locally based. It should be one-way traffic.   
 
“She’s doing very well and I’m happy with her,” 
was the word from Tarry, who also faces a 
‘problem’ most other trainers would love to 
have in three weeks time.  
 
He needs to decide on either the Cape Flying 
Championship or Majorca route on Cape Town 
Met day. 
 
“Let’s just get this one out of the way first,” was 
his non-committal counsel. 
 
Pretty Young Thing is clearly best of the rest on 
form. Brett Crawford‘s dual Gr3 (to Page 2)

Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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Celtic Sea will tsunami them—From Page 1 

Mouse, who is a full 6kg better off and goes 
well for Robert Khathi. 
 
Elusive Fortune is the third stable entry, and 
cannot be ignored with 52,5kg and the red-hot 
Grant van Niekerk up.  
 
Snaith summed them all up as follows.  
 
“Sleeping Single is doing very well, but 61kg is 
a problem, especially as 2000m is a stretch for 
her. But she is the class filly.  
 
“Rattle Mouse is doing exceptionally, and is a 
massive runner at the weights. Don’t  
underestimate her – I would make her the pick 
of our three. 
 
“Elusive Fortune is very well weighted  as a six 
time winner.” 
  
Crawford’s Flame Tree is another with serious 
claims. Especially as Anton Marcus is getting 
down to 55,5kg to ride her.  -tt 
 

winner returns from a three month break, but 
won the Poinsettia at Scottsville over this  trip in 
June after a similar hiatus.  
 
Last time out she was third to subsequent  
WSB Fillies Guineas winner Captain’s Ransom 
and Clouds Unfold in the Gr3 Diana at  
Durbanville. She runs very few poor races, and 
will be there to pick up the pieces if the  
favourite doesn’t come through on the day.  
 
Hello Winter Hello is still improving and will find 
this trip much more to her liking after finishing 
just over two lengths behind in the Southern 
Cross. She was an impressive going-away  
winner in the listed Laisserfaire over 1100m  
prior to that, and is another who can pop up. 
 
“She’s doing exceptionally well, but it’s a top-
class field. My aim is to run as close to Celtic 
Sea as possible, but I’ll be surprised if the  
favourite gets beat,” ventured Adam Marcus.   
 
Third Runway, Trickster and Roll In The Hay 
are others to consider for the places. 
 
Dreadlock Holiday 
 
The listed Ardmore Jamaica Handicap over 
2000m hasn’t attracted the strongest of fields – 
not a single one of the eight runners has won a 
Stakes race before. 
 
Top weight Sleeping Single is the obvious class 
act here, and the only one with a three-figure 
merit rating.  She looked all over a winner as  
5-2 favourite under a mere 54kg in this event a 
year ago but was caught on the post by  
longshot Principessa.  
 
Regularly sent out in top company, her Merit 
Rating has risen from 94 to 107 since then  
despite not winning a race, and whether she is 
genuinely worth that mark is debateable. 
 
The northern hemisphere bred mare hasn’t 
quite lived up to the promise she showed when 
winning three in a row in 2019. 
 
She warmed up for this with a good third to 
classy Snaith stable mate Silvano’s Pride in the 
Gr3 Victress recently. But that was only three 
lengths ahead of another Snaith inmate Rattle 

gggaming.bet odds and TT Selections  
Cartier Sceptre Stakes 
3-10 Celtic Sea 
  8-1 Pretty Young Thing 
10-1 Trickster  
12-1 Roll In The Hay 
14-1 Veronica Mars 
16-1 Hello Winter Hello, Third Runway 
33-1 and better Bar 

1 (1) Celtic Sea 
2 (6) Hello Winter Hello 
3 (3) Pretty Young Thing 
4 (5) Trickster 

Ardmore Jamaica Handicap 
2-1  Sleeping Single 
9-2  Rattle Mouse, Flame Tree 
5-1  Elusive Fortune 
7-1  Catchafallingstar, Follow The Star   
8-1  and better Bar 

1 (3) Rattle Mouse 
2 (4) Elusive Fortune 
3 (2) Flame Tree 
4 (1) Sleeping Single 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Cape Thoroughbred Sales (CTS) is postponing 
the 2021 Cape Premier Yearling Sale, due to 
the more stringent Covid-19 lockdown 
measures implemented recently, and the ex-
pectation that these may be extended this 
week. 

The sale, scheduled for 28 January at De  
Grendel Estate (above), will be moved to a  
provisional new date of 14 March 2021, subject 
to further limiting Covid-19 laws.  
 
Grant Knowles, Marketing and Bloodstock  
Director of CTS, noted: “This has taken a great 
deal of thought and consideration. After  
consultation with the majority of vendors, I  
believe that it will be in everyone’s best interest 
to postpone our sale for roughly six weeks.” 
 
Knowles explained: 
“There is a possibility that further Covid-19  
restrictions will be imposed this week. This will 
have a direct bearing on our already restricted 
planning. 
 
We anticipate further restrictions on gatherings, 
both indoor and outdoor, affecting capacity at 
the De Grendel restaurant and the sales  
marquee. Additionally, we have concerns about 
accommodating grooms from 28 individual  
vendors at the sales venue. 

Trying times call for customised solutions, and 
Kevin Sommerville of Drakenstein Stud  
commented: “We fully support this decision in 
light of what has transpired recently. It is in the 
interest of the industry as a whole.” 
 
John Koster of Klawervlei Stud also remarked, 
saying: “Sales companies always act in the 
best interests of vendors and buyers, and whilst 
this is not ideal, it is the logical thing to do.” 
 
De Villiers Graaff of De Grendel said that he 
was disappointed at having to wait a few weeks 
longer for the event, but fully supported the  
decision: “It is the responsible thing to do, and 
we look forward to hosting the 2021 CPYS in 
March.” 

 

Cape Premier Yearling Sale postponed 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, PAST 
ISSUES CAN BE FOUND AT 

www.turftalk.co.za  

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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First Graded win for Douglas Whyte 
After tremendous success in feature races 
as a jockey, Douglas Whyte secured his 
first Group winner as a trainer, teaming up 
with former nemesis Christophe Soumillon 
to capture the January Cup with Savvy Nine 
at Happy Valley on Wednesday night. 
 
The South African has had his training licence 
only since the start of the 2019-20 season but 
as one of the most determined and competitive 
individuals in Hong Kong racing, Whyte felt it 
had been “a long time coming” even though it 
was only his seventh runner in a Group race. 
 
“It was frustrating but I’ve been in the game 
long enough to know I just needed some  
patience – it was always going to happen,” he 
said. “I’m happy to have the first one and I’m 
looking forward to the next one now.” 
 
Already a legend after 13-straight Hong Kong 
championships in his riding career, the South 
African continues to establish himself on the 
other side of the fence and being able to  
encourage Savvy Nine to his first Hong Kong 
victory in his 17th start only highlights the pro-
gress he’s making. 
 
After competing at a strong level in France pre-
import, the five-year-old had generally run well 
since arriving in Hong Kong – he came fourth in 
the Derby and fourth in the Champions & 
Chater Cup – but couldn’t break through. 
 
Savvy Nine raced for John Moore before  
joining Whyte’s stable this season and he put 
the writing on the wall with an eye-catching 
third on International Jockeys’ Championship 
night with Ryan Moore in the saddle. 
 
“It was a well-deserved win. He was probably a 
little bit unlucky last time, Ryan jumped off and 
said he couldn’t get going when he wanted to 
and the horse finished pretty strongly so things 
just had to fall into place,” Whyte said. “He  
hasn’t been an easy horse since I’ve got him, 
everyone knows he’s got a few issues but he’s 
held his form and that’s the main thing. 
 
“He’s not difficult in the sense of riding or any-
thing but he’s a very hyperactive horse. He’s 
very sensitive to lots of things – anything can 
trigger him off. 
 
“He’s the kind of horse that I believe now that 
he’s got his head in front and he’s won … he’ll 
gain some confidence from that. There are  

races down the track like the Queen Mother 
[Memorial Cup] – I think he’s got the staying 
ability and he definitely will improve with a bit of 
cut in the ground. It looks like there are some 
nice races towards the end of the season.” 

Savvy Nine got a terrific ride from Soumillon, 
with the Belgian ace and Whyte combining for 
their first winner together after a rocky  
relationship as rival jockeys: “It’s a special  
moment, he was one of my biggest  
competitors,” Whyte said. “We had a pretty 
tough run-in and we didn’t speak for a long time 
due to incidents which happened but he  
overcame that and I overcame that. 
 
“He’s a good sportsman, he’s a great rider, he’s 
got a fantastic brain and he’s a thinking jockey. 
Weight won’t allow him to ride light because 
he’s a tall, heavy guy like I was but if you could 
get Soumillon on your horses every day, you’d 
book him.” 
 
Soumillon was equally thrilled with the result – 
and the evolution of their relationship – after 
making the commitment to get down to 120 
pounds to ride Savvy Nine. 
 
“I’m very happy, it’s a long time since I’ve  
ridden at this weight,” he said. “I gave a call to 
Douglas [after the IJC] and I said ‘this horse will 
run a nice race’ but he told me ‘yeah, but I don’t 
think you’ll be able to ride him at the weight’. 
 
“I said ‘listen, I’m going to try my best and I 
think I’m going to make it’. It was a bit tough to 
go there but, finally, in the race my horse gave 
me everything and I’m very proud to win a nice 
race for Douglas. 
 
“We [fought] against each other for a long time 
here on the track and now we work with each 
other.” - scmp.com 
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14 x Gr1 winner Goldikova passes 
Goldikova, one of the outstanding  
racemares of the 21st century, has died at 
the age of 16.  
 
Campaigned for five seasons by her owner-
breeders Alain and Gerard Wertheimer and 
trained brilliantly by Freddy Head in Chantilly, 
Goldikova became the first horse to win the 
same Breeders' Cup race three times when 
landing the Mile in 2008, 2009 and 2010,  
performances which earned her election to the 
US Racing Hall of Fame in 2017. 

(Goldikova after her third Breeders’ Cup win in 
2010—pic Edward Whitaker) 
 
Among a glittering 14 Group and Grade 1  
victories during her career she also won the 
2009 Prix Jacques le Marois at Deauville by six 
lengths, as well as the 2010 Queen Anne 
Stakes at Royal Ascot.  
 
Those two performances were picked out by 
jockey Olivier Peslier, who said: "She was a 
great international champion and it is a great 
credit to the Wertheimers that they were  
sporting enough to keep her in training for so 
long. 
 
"Alongside the Breeders' Cups, those wins at 
Royal Ascot and in the Marois stand out to me.  
At Deauville she just took off and her  
acceleration made me feel like a Formula One 
or a Moto GP guy. For a moment I was  
Valentino Rossi when I rode her." 
 
Peslier, who rode Goldikova in every one of her 
27 career starts, added: "She was one of the 

great international champions and to win 14 
Group 1s is extremely rare. 
 
"To have owners who kept her in training for 
the sport, when most good horses get retired, 
we were lucky that the Wertheimer brothers 
chose to enjoy her for so long on the track. It's 
something for which we must all say a big 
thank you. 
 
"You have to savour all her great victories  
including of course her three Breeders' Cups. 
The Marois was special because it is extremely 
rare in France to have people go to the races to 
support a champion like that, fans who just 
wanted to see her win. They cheered and  
applauded in a way you get more often in  
England, it is not really in the French psyche.  
 
"Royal Ascot was very special and her capacity 
to really accelerate was enormous, while she 
also had a great heart. When she picked up the 
bit she just went. 
 
"I used to sit there, taking her back and then off 
she went. From her very first races we knew – 
wow! We had a crack on our hands and it was 
wonderful." 
 
After her retirement following a brave third in 
the 2011 Breeders Cup Mile, Goldikova | 
produced seven foals, the best to date being 
her daughter by Galileo, Terrakova, who won 
the Group 3 Prix Cleopatre on just her second 
career start and finished third in the 2017 Prix 
de Diane Longines won by Senga.  
 
She was not in foal this year but her two most 
recent offspring, the Dubawi filly Goldistyle and 
a Galileo colt who has just turned two named 
Lehman, are both in training with Carlos  
Laffon-Parias.   
 
From www.racingpost.com 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Forgotten history—Isaac Murphy 
Isaac Murphy became the jockey with the 
most Kentucky Derby victories when he 
crossed the finish line in first in 1891—the 
third time he had done so in his career.  
 
He held that distinction until 1948, 52 years  
after his death.  
 
In the 19th century, African-American jockeys 
were commonplace, with 13 of the 15 horses at 
the inaugural Kentucky Derby in 1875 mounted 
by black riders. In fact, 15 of the first 28  
Kentucky Derbies were won by African-
American jockeys. 
 
But racism—down to the grassroots level—
slowly prevented African-Americans from  
competing in the sport starting in the 20th  
century. From 1921 to 2000, a  
paltry zero African-American jockeys competed 
in the Kentucky Derby. 
 
That's started to change as of late, with the 
emergence of riders like Deshawn Parker, who 
has boasted more than 4,000 career victories 
and was the 54th-winningest jockey in 2013.  
 
But even with individual examples of success, 
African-American representation across the 
sport pales in comparison to their 19th century 
numbers—or, broadly, African-American  
demographics in the United States.  
 
African-American representation in the sport 
during the 19th century did not, of course, 
mean equal treatment or access. Murphy and 
his African-American counterparts were  
systemically railroaded, with white opponents 
colluding in an attempt to ensure an African-
American man did not finish as champion.  
 
The infrastructural racism that boiled to the 
sport's surface in full force by the turn of the 

20th century began to rear its ugly head from 
as early as the first Kentucky Derby.  
 
By the 1890s, Murphy—then the consensus 
best jockey of all-time—had plenty of  
opponents who routinely spread disinformation 
in an effort to get race tracks to disallow  
Murphy from competing. 
  
Still, Murphy pushed ahead. The son of a  
former slave became one of America's most 
recognizable athletes during an era when horse 
racing was one of the country's pastimes.  
 
Murphy's 44% win rate and 628 career wins still 
hold up in the history books—and so does his 
status as one of the best jockeys to ever race. 
Sports Illustrated - si.com 


