
1 

 

  www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za      Wednesday 6 January 2021 

Pictures that illuminated 2020 

We start off with one that wasn’t actually taken 
on a race day. The above pic was created by 
Candiese Lenferna the official on-course  
photographer for Gold Ciircle in KZN. 
 
Like most great images, it’s difficult to explain 
what makes it special, but the torrential rain 
gives it an other-worldly feel. I love it! 
 
“I took the image at the Emperors Palace  
National 2YO Sale in November at  
approximately 8am- there was a storm with 
some lightning which is most unusual at that 
time of day, and the Mauritzfontein string were 
in the showers waiting it out.  I love  
photographing in the rain because the effect 

can be so dramatic, and I'm not shy to get wet 
as KZN summers invariably are quite full of 
rain, and being a racecourse  
photographer, it happens often!  
 
“I saw the shot I wanted and didn't opt for the 
best spot for myself but when you are a  
photographer, those things don't matter as long 
as you get what you want. The only risk is  
getting your camera equipment wet, as what I 
was carrying that day is valued at over  
R140 000 to replace. I was hiding under the 
tree outside of the horse showers and it worked 
out just as I had envisioned. I got very lucky!  
I think it was definitely one of my more  
prominent images of the year.” (to Page 2)

Our on-course photographers bring the action alive. Nothing enlivens a story more than a 
good image, as I know only too well from my inane scribblings. This story looks back at a 
few of the best images of 2020 through the eyes of the ones who took the shot.  
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 Pictures that illuminated 2020—Chase Liebenberg 

“With my photography I always try to promote a 
moment and the emotion that goes into a race 
and a win! Even the weather worked out in my 
favour to really drive home the  
emotive aesthetic with the overcast conditions.  
 
“There was an electricity on course, even with 
no public, a round  of applause came from the 
elevation room and private suites for the filly’s 
victory as she walked back into the parade 
ring.  
 
“You could not relive that moment but it was an 
honour to capture it.” (to Page 4) 

These exhilarating shots of Equus  
champions Summer Pudding and Warren 
Kennedy winning the WSB Summer Cup at 
Turffontein at the end of November were 
taken by Chase Liebenberg. (as you may 
have guessed looking at the bottom left  
corner!)  
 
The flamboyant Mr Liebenberg  wears many 
hats, including Onamission Syndication  
Marketing Manager and Bass Racing Social 
Media Manager, but his main gig is as an  
equine photographer. 
 
He had this to say: “During the course of 2020 I 
had unfortunately not had the pleasure of  
photographing the Equus Horse of the year, 
Summer Pudding. But when the Summer Cup 
rolled around an opportunity came about.  
 
“I knew going into the race that it would be a big 
ask for the filly to take on this company from a 
wide draw but she proved herself a  
champion. 
 
“She broke away from the pack and Warren did 
everything right for the camera! You could see 
the look of pure joy and exhilaration during his 
salute for the achievement on this filly.  
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 Pictures that illuminated 2020—Wayne Marks 

It certainly scores high Marks for artistic  
impression (pun intended -  groan). –tt 
(to Page 6) 

This pic of Vardy winning the L’Ormarins 
Queen’s Plate almost exactly a year ago 
was taken by Wayne Marks in another age, 
when spectators were still allowed on 
course.  
 
Wayne is the designated on-course snapper for 
Cape Racing, as well as official photographer 
for Turf Talk and Cape Thoroughbred Sales.   
 
“I love the raw emotion in this one. Obviously 
this is a race all jockeys want to win and Craig 
Zackey doesn’t hold anything back. The  one 
taken after the line I am also very fond of. The 
contrast between Zackey’s elation and the  
subdued demeanour of the other jockeys is 
quite striking.” 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

This Candiese Lenferna shot of Paul Peter, Summer Pudding and Warren Kennedy sums up 
2020 in a nutshell. 

   

 Pictures that illuminated 2020—honourable mentions 

Candice Bass-Robinson and Clouds Unfold 
enjoy a special moment after winning the 
Majorca last January pic-Chase Liebenberg. 

When will we have joyous lead-in shots 
again? pic-Wayne Marks. 
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Met day Gr1 supporting features 
Celtic Sea, Queen Supreme, and defending 
2019 and 2020 champion Clouds Unfold are 
all on course to meet recent WSB Fillies 
Guineas victor  Captain’s Ransom in the 
Majorca Stakes on 30 January.    
 
But Summer Pudding has not been nominated, 
and it seems clear she will stand her ground in 
the Cape Town Met itself, where Queen  
Supreme is also  an entry. 
 
Celtic Sea has also been entered for the Cape 
Flying Championship, and Sean Tarry has a 
tough call to make regarding his superstar 
sprint/miler.   
 
Last years narrow winner Russet Air is back to 
defend his title, and will face further opposition 
from the likes of Kasimir, Run Fox Run, and the 
three-year-old Erik The Red.  
 
Interestingly Justin Snaith has already declared 
Richard Fourie to ride Erik The Red. –tt 
 
R 500,000 1600m 
MAJORCA STAKES (WFA) (Grade 1) 
For Fillies and Mares at weight for age 
WFA: 3yrs-5.0kgs 4yrs-0.0kgs 
12 CELTIC SEA (5M) 60.0 126 B Sean Tarry 
5 QUEEN SUPREME (IRE) (5M) 60.0 126  
Mike de Kock 
18 CLOUDS UNFOLD (5M) 60.0 124  
Candice Bass-Robinson 
2 SILVANO'S PRIDE (5M) 60.0 118  
Justin Snaith 
9 MISSISIPPI BURNING (4F) 60.0 116  
Adam Marcus 
16 PRETTY YOUNG THING (4F) 60.0 116 
Brett Crawford 
10 DRIVING MISS DAISY (4F) 60.0 115 B  
Eric Sands 
21 MIYABI GOLD (6M) 60.0 113 Justin Snaith 
22 MARYGOLD (4F) 60.0 112 C Alec Laird 
14 THIRD RUNWAY (4F) 60.0 109  
Glen Kotzen 
3 KELPIE (4F) 60.0 107 Brett Crawford 
11 SLEEPING SINGLE (GB)  (5M) 60.0 107  
Justin Snaith 
8 INDI ANNA (5M) 60.0 105 Peter Muscutt 
6 SING OUT LOUD (4F) 60.0 105  
Brett Crawford 
13 HELEN'S IDEAL (5M) 60.0 104  
Mike Stewart 
19 ICON PRINCESS (5M) 60.0 104  
Mike Stewart 
17 SOVEREIGN SECRET (4F) 60.0 100  
Justin Snaith 

15 LARENTINA (4F) 60.0 93 Eric Sands 
4 CAPTAIN'S RANSOM (3F) 55.0 116  
Justin Snaith 
20 PRINCESS CALLA (3F) 55.0 111  
Adam Marcus 
7 CHAT CHING (3F) 55.0 108  
Candice Bass-Robinson 
1 ZARINA (3F) 55.0 107  
Candice Bass-Robinson 
(22) 
 
R 750,000 1000m  
CAPE FLYING CHAMPIONSHIP (WFA) 
(Grade 1) Open to horses at Weight For Age 
WFA: 3yrs-3.5kgs 
15 KASIMIR (6G) 60.0 128 C Justin Snaith 
14 RUSSET AIR (5G) 60.0 125  
Candice Bass-Robinson 
6 PACIFIC TRADER (6G) 60.0 123  
Brett Crawford 
4 BOLD RESPECT (6G) 60.0 120  
Brett Crawford 
9 ULTRA MAGNUS (5G) 60.0 120  
Peter Muscutt 
11 EDEN ROC (4C) 60.0 119 Sean Tarry 
5 RIO QUERARI (4G) 60.0 113 Justin Snaith 
10 CARTEL CAPTAIN (4G) 60.0 107  
Dennis Drier 
13 ELUSIVE TRADER (5G) 60.0 105  
Greg Ennion 
12 CONSTABLE (4G) 60.0 103  
Candice Bass-Robinson 
8 CELTIC SEA (5M) 57.5 126 B Sean Tarry 
3 RUN FOX RUN (AUS) (5M) 57.5 122  
Brett Crawford 
7 ERIK THE RED (3C) 56.5 114 Justin Snaith 
1 TEMPTING FATE (3C) 56.5 113 Dennis Drier 
2 VERNICHEY (3F) 54.0 114 Gareth van Zyl 
(15) 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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US jock up for attempted murder 

A Graded-winning jockey in the US has 
been charged with attempted murder after 
he was arrested by police in Louisiana on 
Saturday. 
 
Charles J. (C. J.) McMahon, 26, was detained 
by the Lafayette Parish Sheriff's Office in the 
state on January 2. 
 
He has been charged with attempted murder in 
the second degree, illegal use of weapons and 
possession of Schedule 1 drugs. 
 
McMahon, who has ridden 1,046 winners and 
earned $22,682,202 in prize-money during his 
career, was last seen riding at the Delta Downs 
meet in Louisiana on December 28 and was 
due to ride at Sam Houston Park in Texas on 
Friday and Saturday. 
 

The jockey rode 47 winners last year and  
previously enjoyed a career-best campaign in 
2015 when he was ranked the 11th best jockey 
nationally after riding 219 winners in a calendar 
year. 
 
McMahon has also won three stakes races at 
Graded level in the Texas Mile, Super Derby 
and Oklahoma Derby, which all came in 2016. 
 
But he was suspended by the Indiana Horse 
Racing Commission for 30 days a year later 
after testing positive for using drugs including 
methamphetamine. 
 
A bail bond of $30,000 was set for the three 
charges and McMahon was expected to appear 
in court on Tuesday. 
www.racingpost.com 


