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 Natalie Turning new page for the RA 

“I grew up with racing all around me, as my 
dad’s two brothers Gerald and Leonard Turner 
were both jockeys, with Gerald being champion 
a few times.  
 
“One of my fondest childhood memories was 
when my dad put me into the boot of the car to 
smuggle me into the racetrack when I was  
seven or eight, as in those days no under-18’s 
were allowed. But after my dad passed away 
when I was 15 I lost touch with the game for 
quite a few years.    
 
“I then studied, and hold a B.Com degree in 
Financial Accounting. But while doing my  
articles I realised I wasn’t meant to become a 

Chartered Accountant. One day I was sent an 
opportunity at Turffontein racecourse by an 
agency.  
 
“So I came back into the game partly by 
chance or fate, but my passion for racing was 
immediately rekindled.” 
 
And Natalie soon took up a leadership role 
within the organisation, and at the time of  
former CEO Larry Wainstein’s departure early 
in 2020 was responsible for Finances, Human 
Resources and Administration, in addition to 
overseeing the transformation projects of The 
Thoroughbred Horse Racing Trust. 
(to Page 2) 

We may be severely lacking in female jockeys, but not in terms of leadership, with NHA 
Chairperson Susan Rowett and Racing Association CEO Natalie Turner leading the way. 
We spoke to the latter on Tuesday morning.  
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Natalie Turning new page for the RA —from page 1 

“It’s perfectly positioned near Kyalami, which 
has a huge horse population, and in the North 
of Gauteng, so far from Turffontein or the Vaal, 
and can open up a whole new regional  
demographic to racing. 

“It will always be equine based at its core but 
needs to be a diverse multi-purpose facility so 
as to be accessible to other sectors.” 
 
The RA has also been involved with Cape  
Racing in the highly successful redevelopment 
of what is now called the 1881 Lounge on the 
first floor at Kenilworth.  
 
“That was a joint project with Cape Racing, and 
we are delighted with the successful relaunch 
and the positive impact of Donovan Everitt.” 
 
And looking ahead she sees many challenges: 
“It will be a long time before people are allowed 
back on course, and we need to keep the  
racing public engaged. There is a need to keep 
in touch, for example the newsletter which we 
didn’t have before.  
 
“We are doing things differently, with a lot of 
fresh ideas, and need to identify areas where 
things can be improved. The board is elected 
by the members of the RA, and I love to hear 
from our owners.” 
 
On a personal level, Natalie has a passion for 
ballroom dancing and travel.  
 
“I try to visit a racecourse in every country I go 
to.” 
 
And hopefully the youthful 41-year-old will be  
touching down in a few more countries on RA 
business once we get back to whatever passes 
for normal post COVID –tt 
 

In July RA acting Chairperson Brian Riley put 
out a statement in which he trusted the industry 
would join him in congratulating newly  
appointed CEO Natalie, and wish her every 
success in her efforts to protect the interests of 
horseracing and improve the enjoyment  
experience for members. 
 
And she has certainly made the organisation a 
lot more user-friendly in a short period of time.  
 
“For a long time the RA were not actively  
pursuing or open to new members and new 
owners. Sometimes we need drastic change in 
order to make a new beginning possible. 
 
“We have to remain relevant and appeal to a 
wider audience if the industry is to survive, and 
then thrive. Hence, we have a Social Ethics and 
Transformation Committee looking into how we 
can diversify our owner base – specifically in 
terms of the black and female sectors. We need 
to grow in a transformative way.” 
 
“The regional chapters have been dissolved, 
and some regional members will be appointed 
to the national board. This allows the various 
regions to have more appropriate  
representation in the overall organisation and 
strategy of the RA.” 
 
One of the more visible changes is a  
professionally produced RA newsletter which 
appeared at the end of last year. 
 
And on Page 1 is the story of the  
Randjesfontein Redevelopment Project, which 
could have extremely exciting and positive  
consequences for racing on the Highveld.  
 
“The RA owns Randjesfontein, and we have 
done the preliminary design work to turn the 
complex into a fully functioning racecourse.  
 
“It would be a boutique development with semi-
permanent structures, getting people far closer 
to the horses. And all containerised within the 
landscape leading to a neutral carbon footprint.  
 
“It will be a country racecourse with things  
happening all year round, and not just racing 
events.  
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Jock picture becomes clearer 
After declarations yesterday for the big  
races at Kenilworth this weekend, a number 
of our elite riders have committed  
themselves to only riding in Cape Town 
during January.   
 
These include Warren Kennedy, Anton  
Marcus, Keagan de Melo, Luke Ferraris and 
Gavin Lerena. 
 
Lerena (right) has champion Celtic Sea as a 
’banker’, and in the absence of Hewitson can 
expect to pick up most of the Sean Tarry rides. 
Like he does on Cirillo in the L’Ormarins 
Queen’s Plate come Saturday.  
 
Kennedy was always going to find it extremely 
hard to give up the ride on Summer Pudding, 
But his decision probably means he is  
forsaking whatever chance he had of retaining 
the jockeys title, with  Lyle Hewitson staying in 
Gauteng, and likely to ride a lot more winners 
there racing three times a week.  
 
Kennedy has also picked up the Gr2 Premier 
Trophy ride on Golden Ducat on Saturday in 
the absence of Donovan Dillon, who has opted 
for his home base KZN.   
 
Likewise Marcus has a commitment  to ride for 
Ridgemont Highlands, and the veteran rider is 
far more interested in quality  than quantity 
these days.  

Similarly De Melo (above) rides mainly for   
Dean Kannemeyer and his primary owner Lady 
Laidlaw, so presumably was requested to 
make himself available.  
 
Apprentice champ Ferraris (right) has the ride 
on Rainbow Bridge, and a realistic chance of  
winning the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate and Met 
was too tempting a carrot to ignore. 

GGGaming odds for Saturday’s Grade 1’s  
 
L’ormarins Queen’s Plate 
16-10 Belgarion 
3-1    Rainbow Bridge,  
7-2    Do It Again 
11-2  Cirillo 
14-1  Silver Operator 
16-1  Jet Dark 
33-1  Sovereign Spirit  
40-1  Hurricane Harry 
 
Cartier Paddock Stakes 
8-10 Summer Pudding 
9-2   Queen Supreme 
11-2 Clouds Unfold 
16-1 Silvano’s Pride, Miyabi Gold  
25-1 Princess Calla  
40-1 Bar 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

David Ferraris will have his first Group  
runner in three years at Happy Valley on 
Wednesday night (2:15pm SA time) and the 
South African says it was the booking of 
Vagner Borges that gave him the confidence 
to enter Bear Again at the city circuit. 
 
The six-year-old lines up in the Group Three 
January Cup (1,800m) and Ferraris’ return to 
Group racing comes almost three years to the 
day since Pikachu finished fifth in the same 
race. 
 
“It’s been a while, getting a decent horse is very 
difficult and there is a lot of luck involved as 
well,” said Ferraris, who was represented by 
Patriot Hero in the 2018 Classic Mile and Hong 
Kong Derby, which are not classified as Group 
contests. 
 
“I haven’t had that many decent horses and this 
guy is probably a Class Two horse but you get 
small fields and you get encouraged to enter 
the horses because they need the runners.” 
 
Bear Again tackles nine rivals at the midweek 
meeting and will carry the equal bottom weight 
of 113 pounds under Borges, with top weight 
Time Warp rated 28 points higher than Bear 
Again’s mark of 85. 
 
The pair both like to go forward and Ferraris will 
back Borges to get Bear Again into stride  
quickly from gate five, but he doesn’t expect his 
charge to go toe to toe with his three-time 
Group One winning rival. 
 
“He’s a free-striding horse. He likes to race up 
in front or just behind the leader and he might 
get the opportunity on Wednesday, so I thought 
Vagner was a good choice, I wouldn’t have  
entered him had I not had what I consider a  
decent lightweight. I confirmed him before I  
entered, so that’s the reason I entered him. 

“Time Warp I’m sure will lead, so it’s no  
problem to sit behind him. He’s been running in 
very strong company so I’ll be very happy just 
to take a sit behind him.” 
  
“The field doesn’t look overly strong and it’s his 
best distance – the 1,650m or 1,800m at Happy 
Valley – so I just thought ‘you’ve got to give it a 
go’,” Ferraris said. 

Ferraris has seven runners on Wednesday 
night as he looks to add to his eight winners for 
the season – seven of which have come at the 
city circuit. Charizard will be ridden by  
Christophe Soumillon for the first time in the 
Class Four Kingston Handicap (1,650m) and is 
looking to return to the winner’s circle for the 
first time since saluting in Class Three in June 
2019. 
 
“Charizard has come down to the right level 
now and he’s also been a bit unlucky in his  
races, He’s got a good, strong rider on him on 
Wednesday and I think he will definitely get the 
best out of him from a reasonable draw.” 
From scmp.com 

Ferraris back in the big time 
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(Australian) Hall of Fame trainer Chris  
Waller has joined the growing chorus for 
fundamental change in the racing industry 
by advocating later starts to trackwork and 
improved conditions for stable staff. 

Trainers around the nation have begun  
speaking out about the long hours endured by 
stable staff, an issue exacerbated by early 
morning trackwork and later finishes due to  
twilight and night race meetings. 
 
Waller made a passionate and articulate  
argument for the sport to adopt more modern 
workplace practices or risk alienating a younger 
generation of potential workers. 
 
“Who really wants their children to be starting 
work at 3am, or having to drive to work or catch 
public transport at that time,’’ Waller said. 
 
“And who actually wants to do it? Only those 
who have ‘toughed’ it out and had to do it. 
 
“But we are not going to get new people into 
the game unless they have a mad love for  
horses and racing, and that is getting few and 
far between.” 
 
Waller admits the “burn out factor” is very real 
in the racing industry: “We live in a city of five 
million people and Paramatta is on my doorstep 

but we don’t get school kids coming down  
saying they want to work with horses. 
 
“We are going to shoot ourselves in the foot if 
we are not careful. The easy answer is to start 
trackwork later in the morning, as late as we 
can.’’ 
 
Waller admits the “burn out factor” is very real 
in the racing industry: “I’m lucky, my wife 
(Stephanie) accepts it and I have a good team 
around me but if I wasn’t training winners, it 
would make it hard,’’ he said. 
 
“We (trainers) are tired, we are under the 
pump, we struggle to make time for everyone. 
Straight after the last race we go home and go 
to bed. If you are doing it on your own and can’t 
afford to have a foreperson and office staff, and 
you are up doing accounts at night when you 
should be asleep, then it gets to you if you are 
not having a bit of luck. 
 
“They are the ones I feel for the most, the 
young trainers coming through.’’  
punters.com.au 

Waller says racing has to change 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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New UK lockdown—racing goes on 
Racing will continue in Britain despite strict 
new lockdowns announced in England and 
Scotland on Monday in response to a surge 
in Covid-19 cases and fears over a highly 
transmissible new variant of the virus. 

 
Elite sport was given the green light to continue 
by prime minister Boris Johnson and first  
minister Nicola Sturgeon as they announced 
sweeping new measures including the closure 
of schools and further restrictions on outdoor 
activities such as group exercise. 
 
However, the beleaguered retail betting sector 
suffered another setback as all non-essential 
retail must close under England's new  
lockdown, meaning the remaining betting 
shops open in formerly Tier 3 areas must shut. 
 
While the economic blow from the complete 
closure of betting shops will cost racing in the 
region of £12.5 million per month, the  
continuation of live sport – and hence revenue 
from online bookmakers – is a vital economic 
lifeline for the industry, which employs in the 
region of 20,000 people, mainly in rural areas.  

In an indication of the crippling ongoing cost of 
restrictions, however, Cheltenham racecourse's 
management on Monday indicated it has all but 
given up on hosting significant crowds at 
March's festival, a vital money spinner for the 
sport and an annual highlight for tens of  
thousands of racegoers. 
 
Announcing a third national lockdown last 
night, the prime minister said: "We now have a 
new variant of the virus and it has been both 
frustrating and alarming to see the speed with 
which it is spreading. We need to do more,  
together, to bring this new variant under  
control." 
 
Earlier on Monday, Sturgeon detailed stricter 
guidelines in Scotland set to remain in force 
until at least the end of the month. However, 
Scottish Racing – representing Ayr, Hamilton 
Park, Kelso, Musselburgh, which is due to race 
on Thursday, and Perth – confirmed the sport 
would carry on. 
 
It said in a statement: "Following today's  
announcement, the Scottish government has 
confirmed that racing can continue behind 
closed doors. Only those essential to staging 
fixtures may attend and must continue to follow 
protocols already in place. No owners will be 
permitted to attend a fixture until further notice." 
 
Sturgeon, who said the latest rules would be 
kept under review and could be extended,  
added: "I'm sorry to ask for further sacrifices, 
after nine long months of them. But these  
sacrifices are necessary. And the difference 
between now and last March is that with the 
help of vaccines we now have confidence that 
they will pave the way to brighter days ahead. 
So – for everyone's sake and safety – please 
stick with it and stay home." 

www.racingpost.com 
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War Of Athena now 120  
• London News Stakes (Grade 3) 
RUNNING BRAVE remains unchanged on a 
mark of 119 after she captured the Grade 3 
London News Stakes over 1800m on the 
standside track at Turffontein on Saturday 
2  January. The handicappers were of the view 
that RUNNING BRAVE herself made for the 
best line horse.  

Runner-up EXPRESSFROMTHEUS goes up 
from 113 to 118 and was the only horse from 
this race to receive a ratings increase, but there 
were drops for five runners.   

Fourth placed CHIJMES is down from 120 to 
118, DIVINE ODYSSEY drops from 117 to 114, 
ZILLZAAL goes from 120 to 118, CHITENGO is 
down from 110 to 105, and lastly, JET START 
from 109 to 108. 

• Three Troikas Stakes (Grade 3) 
WAR OF ATHENA (above left) has had her  
rating raised from 116 to 120 after she won the 
Grade 3 Three Troikas Stakes for three-year-
old fillies over 1400m at Turffontein on  
Saturday.  It was 3rd placed CARALLUMA who 
was used as the line horse, which leaves her 
on a mark of 103. 

The handicappers elected to make the winner 
the equal of runner-up ANYTHING GOES, who 
was conceding WAR OF ATHENA 1 kg, was 
returning from a three-month absence, and 
raced with a slipped saddle.   

Given that ANYTHING GOES beat WAR OF 
ATHENA by a neck at level weights in the 
Grade 1 Thekwini Stakes at Greyville in  
August, it was felt that, all things considered, it 
was the fair option to have them rated as 
equals on 120 for the time being. 

• Tony Ruffel Stakes (Grade 3) 
CATCH TWENTYTWO remains unchanged on 
a rating of 116, after he got the better of stable 
companion MK’S PRIDE to win the Grade 3 
Tony Ruffel Stakes over 1400m at Turffontein 
on Saturday.  The handicappers believed that 
MK’S PRIDE made for the best line horse, 
which has CATCH TWENTYTWO running  
below his mark of 116, achieved when he beat 
MK’S PRIDE by a considerably bigger margin 
in the Grade 2 Dingaans over 1600m at the 
same venue in late November. 

3rd placed COPPER MOUNTAIN is up from 100 
to 109, while 4th finisher ELIUD is up from 93 to 
102.  The only other increase was for  
BARTHOLDI, who is up from 82 to 87.  Two 
horses received a ratings drop.  BINGWA is 
down from 111 to 106, while FLYING CARPET 
was dropped from 103 to 96. 

• Lady’s Bracelet (Listed) 
SOVEREIGN SECRET has seen her rating 
raised from 94 to 100, after she easily won the 
Listed Lady’s Bracelet for fillies and mares over 
1600m on the Fairview turf course on Friday  
1 January.  Runner-up SAILING SHIP, who 
easily won a Listed race on the only other  
occasion that she raced on the Fairview grass, 
was used as the line horse and as such  
remains unchanged on 95. 

Third finisher WALLIS SIMPSON is up from 91 
to 92, while CRUISE ALONG and BELL  
TOWER both go up from 82 to 85.  No other 
horse was given an increase, but there were 
ratings drops for numerous horses. 

PRINCESS KALISI is down from 95 to 94,  
LUNA WISH drops from 98 to 96, GIMME  
GIMME GIMME went from 89 to 88, SECOND 
REQUEST is down to 81 from 85, and  
SEEKING WISDOM is dropped from 93 to 91. 


