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Bronkhorst Bravely breaks the ice 

And making things even better was the fact 
that he was able to share his big day with  
former mentor Paul Matchett, whose star three-
year-old filly War Of Athena took the Gr3 Three 
Troikas earlier in the day.  
 
And Fanie was quick to acknowledge his debt 
on the Bronkhorst Racing Facebook page - 
‘Paul Matchett thank you for the guidance and 
help along my journey to get where I am today. 
It is greatly appreciated!’ was what he posted.  
 
Many of Fanie’s horses were of course stabled 
with high-flying Matchett over the past few 
years, before he put out his first runner as a 
trainer in his own right less than a month ago 
on 5 December.  

“I currently hold an owner/trainer licence which 
means I can only look after my own horses. But 
from next season it will change to an open 
one,” commented a delighted Bronkhorst on 
Sunday. 
 
“It was a perfect way to get on the winning trail. 
She’s got a big heart and always gives of her 
best,” he said about his stable star, who was 
scoring her eighth win, and has earned 
R1,765,900 in stakes.  
 
“We would like to take her to Cape Town for 
the Met, but it depends if the jocks are allowed 
to travel by then. She’s not the easiest ride and 
Muzi (Yeni) gets on really well with her.” 
(to Page 2) 

Not many trainers score their first winner at Gr3 level. But that’s just what 38-year-old  
Fanie Bronkhorst achieved on Saturday when his ultra-game mare Running Brave won the 
London News Stakes at Turffontein.  

Fanie (left) and former mentor Paul Matchett with the London News and Three Troikas silverware on Saturday. 
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“The stable is full of babies, but we do have a 
few older hard knockers like Kayla’s Champ, 
Dan the lad and Donderweer. And the three-
year-old Elusive Swann will be alright. He is on 
holiday at the moment but is maturing nicely 
and getting stronger.” 
 
Away from racing family man Fanie is married 
to Dezrè, and they have children Kayla (9) and 
Reghardt (7). And he is a fan of outdoor living.  
 
“I like any sport and do a bit of mountain  
biking. I also love hunting and fishing. A  
buffalo is next on my bucket list”. 
 
Now that his first winner is out of the way, you 
can expect this high achiever to score many 
more successes in the weeks and months to 
come.  -tt 

In this 1982 shot, 7 foot 4 inches  and 235kg 
wrestling  legend  Andre the Giant poses with 
equally legendary jockey Bill Shoemaker, who 
weighed in at  44,5kg, and was a touch under 
five feet in height. –tt 

Bronkhorst Bravely breaks the ice—from page 1 

Born and bred in the small Northern Cape town 
of Kathu, Fanie grew up with racing.  
 
“My family were all involved – both my father 
and grandfather owned horses that raced in  
Kimberley and Bloemfontein.  
 
“And just after finishing school in the year 2000 
I worked with the late Peter Miller for a year as 
a stable employee. I originally wanted to be a 
jockey, but grew too big, and have wanted to 
train since a young age.” 
 
But he also excelled on the rugby field as a 
youngster – turning out for Tukkies as a centre 
and fullback before like so many others knee 
injuries ended that dream.  
 
Fanie then drifted out of thoroughbred racing 
for a while as his company Sonador Building 
Projects took up all of his time after its founding 
in 2006. The company mainly deals in building 
medical centres and malls.  
 
But his love for equine sport continued, as he 
trained and rode endurance horses, and in fact 
holds Springbok colours in endurance riding.  
 
But the bug was still eating away. 
 
“I always wanted to own and train horses when 
the time was right, and came back in – mainly 
with Paul, but also a few with Lucky  
Houdalakis. 
 
“I told Paul I would like to be a trainer, so I 
watched and learned, and have been assistant 
to him for the past two and a half years. Then I 
took out my own licence. 

Punching above his weight 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

In a week where British racing's dynamite 
duo Tom Marquand and Hollie Doyle  
announced their engagement, one jockey 
couple in the US have been stunned to find 
out how tying the knot will  
dramatically change their careers. 
 
Trevor McCarthy and Katie Davis enjoyed their 
wedding day in mid-December. 
 
But according to New York State Gaming  
Commission rules, because they are married 
their horses must now be coupled in the betting 
on any race they both ride in. 

What is coupling? 
Coupling means punters cannot bet on each 
individual horse, with the two grouped together 
instead.  
 
PMU France (pari-mutuel, the French state-
controlled betting system) used to couple or 
bracket horses from the same stable or in the 
same ownership. 
 
Davis was unaware of the rule change and  
believes it should be changed with fears the 
coupling may deter trainers or owners from  
using either jockey. (to Page 8) 

US pair literally ‘coupled on the tote’  
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US pair coupled on the tote—from Page 6 

She said: "It's 2021, and you shouldn't be able 
to stop people from making a living. I told  
Trevor we need to stick together on this  
because I wouldn't want my little girl to go 
through this while trying to make a living. 
 
"Trevor is worried it might affect his business, 
and if it does it could come down to me  
choosing to make a living or not, and that's not 
fair. It's not the 1800s anymore, the rule needs 
to be changed." 
 
She added: "We're very competitive. We don't 
give each other a shot. We're both trying 150 
per cent when we ride against each other." 
 
Davis has also spoken to the Jockeys' Guild in 
an attempt to get the Gaming Commission to 
drop the rule. However, a change can take up 
to six months. 
 
"I hope the Jockeys' Guild can help us," she 
said. "Maybe the fans will dictate what  
happens. The power of the fans and bettors is 
pretty strong." 
 
McCarthy rode 143 winners in 2020,  
amassing $5.43 million in prize-money, while 
Davis rode 40 winners and earned $1.08m in 
earnings for connections. 
From bloodhorse.com and racingpost.com 
 
In SA horses with the same trainer were  
coupled in terms of win payouts until the 
1990’s.  
 
For the Pick 6 and Jackpot this practice carried 
on well into the 2000’s, with the result that in 
Port Elizabeth you could often include about 10 
runners just by ticking a single Alan Greeff and 
Gavin Smith entry.  
 
But I doubt very much that we have ever had a 
provision for married couples, as the situation 
has never arisen.  

Gavin Lerena is married to the former  Vicky 
Badenhorst, Sherman Brown to Danielle 
McCreedy, and Sean Cormack wed Chantal 
Moys—all are former jockeys but had hung up 
their boots by the time they tied the knot.  -tt 

Meanwhile UK racing’s golden couple Hollie 
Doyle and Tom Marquand  announced their 
engagement in the final hours of 2020 on 
social media.  
 
Marquand posted a picture of the couple at a 
beach location on the Caribbean island of St 
Lucia (above) with a silver ring emoji to match 
the one being worn by Doyle. 
 
Doyle finished the year with a record 151  
winners, while Marquand notched a personal 
best of his own on 147. 
 
   

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, PAST 
ISSUES CAN BE FOUND AT 

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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Tarry unsure about Celtic Sea 

Sean Tarry is still undecided whether Celtic 
Sea will have another tilt at the Grade 1  
Majorca Stakes on Cape Town Met day or 
take on the boys in the Grade 1 Cape Flying 
Championship. 
  
Tarry said, “I will nominate Celtic Sea for both 
races and then have a look at the opposition 
and the draws before deciding.” 
 
The twice Equus award-winning Captain Al 
mare has won two Grade 1s over 1200m in her 
career and one over 1600m. 
 
However, in her last start she ran over 1000m 
for the first time in the Grade 2 Southern Cross 
Stakes (above-pic Wayne Marks) and she 
gave the Cape’s best sprinting filly, and the 
race’s defending champion, Run Fox Run 1kg 
and a length beating.  
 
It was her first start of the season which gave 
the victory even more merit. 
 
If she runs in the Majorca she will face the 
Cape’s best female miler Clouds Unfold on 1kg 
better terms than in a handicap.  
 
However, Clouds Unfold did beat her by 0,30 
lengths in this wfa event last season.  

She might also be up against the Equus Horse 
Of The Year Summer Pudding in The Majorca 
if the connections decide to avoid the Met. 
 
If Celtic Sea runs in the Cape Flying, also a 
weight for age event, she will receive a 2,5kg 
female allowance.  
 
The 126 merit-rated filly will thus face 128 rat-
ed Kasimir on 1,5kg better terms than she 
would in a handicap and she would be 3kg well 
in with the defending champion and Equus 
Champion Sprinter Russet Air and she will be 
2kg well in with Run Fox Run. 
 
The first entries for both races are on  
Wednesday January 6. 
 
goldcircle.co.za—David Thiselton 
 
She would also come up against impressive 
Cape Fillies Guineas winner Captain’s Ransom 
if taking the Majorca path. Justin Snaith has 
already indicated that his star will skip the  
Paddock Stakes this Saturday and run there.  
 
Meanwhile Celtic Sea warms up on Friday by 
defending her Cartier Sceptre Stakes title over 
1200m and is sure to go off deep in the red. 
 –tt  
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Paddock and Plate humdingers 

Grade 1 winners Summer Pudding, Clouds 
Unfold, and Queen Supreme clash in the 
Cartier Paddock Stakes on Saturday in what 
looks to be an absolute humdinger.  
 
Likewise Rainbow Bridge, Do It Again, and  
Belgarion go head to head in the L’Ormarins 
Queen’s Plate. Other Met hopefuls Golden 
Ducat and Nexus stay out of it and appear in 
the Grade 2 Glorious Goodwood Premier  
Trophy instead.  
 
Race-6 (Turf) R500 000 1800m 15:20  
CARTIER PADDOCK STAKES (WFA) (Grade 1) 
For Fillies & Mares at Weight For Age WFA: 3yrs
-6kgs 4yrs-0.5kgs No Apprentice Allowance  
 
1 2 Queen Supreme 60 122K de Melo M de Kock  
2 1 Clouds Unfold 60 126 A Domeyer  
      Candice Bass-Robinson  
3 7 Silvano's Pride 60 118 R Khathi Justin Snaith  
4 6 Miyabi Gold 60 113 A R Fourie Justin Snaith  
5 11 Summer Pudding 129 59.5 WKennedy PPeter  
6 8 Driving Miss Daisy 59.5 M Winnaar Eric Sands  
7 10 Kelpie 59.5 G Cheyne Brett Crawford  
8 4 Heart Stwings 59.5 A G Lerena Paul Peter  
9 12 Sing Out Loud 59.5 A Marcus Brett Crawford 
10 5 Princess Calla 54 G Behr Adam Marcus  
11 9 Chat Ching 54 G van Niekerk Bass-Robinson  
12 3 Dazzling Sun 54 *L J Ferraris Justin Snaith 
Same Trainer - (2,11) (3,4,12) (5,8) (7,9) 

Race-7 (Turf) R1 000 000 1600m 16:00   
L'ORMARINS QUEEN'S PLATE (WFA) (Grade 1) 
Weight For Age WFA: 3yrs-5kgs 4yrs-0kgs  
No Apprentice Allowance  
 
1 5 Rainbow Bridge 60 *L J Ferraris Eric Sands  
2 7 Do It Again 60 A Marcus Justin Snaith  
3 6 Belgarion 60 R Fourie Justin Snaith  
4 4 Cirillo 60 126 G Lerena Sean Tarry  
5 8 Silver Operator 60 K de Melo Vaughan Marshall  
6 3 Sovereign Spirit 60 10 A Domeyer  
      Candice Bass-Robinson  
7 1 Hurricane Harry 60  R Khathi Justin Snaith  
8 2 Jet Dark 55 G van Niekerk Justin Snaith  
Same Trainer - Not Coupled on Tote (2,3,7,8)  
 
 
Race-5 (Turf) R200 000 1800m 14:45  
GLORIOUS GOODWOOD PREMIER TROPHY 
(Grade 2) Open WFA: 3yrs-6kgs 4yrs-0.5kgs 
No Apprentice Allowance 
 
1 5 Golden Ducat 60 128 A W Kennedy Eric Sands  
2 4 Nexus 59.5 117 A G van Niekerk Justin Snaith  
3 7 Hudoo Magic 59.5 110 A Marcus Brett Crawford  
4 1 African Night Sky 58.5 R Khathi Justin Snaith  
5 2 Vikram 58.5 101 B A G Lerena Andre Nel  
6 6 Sachdev 58 107 A R Fourie Justin Snaith  
7 3 Super Silvano 58 A G Cheyne Brett Crawford  
 
Same Trainer - Not Coupled on Tote (2,4,6) (3,7) 
-tt  

Pic—Chase Liebenberg. 
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Spies stars set for Saudi  
Corne Spies was in Mauritius this week  
checking on his international travellers Van 
Halen (below) and Nourbese (right).  

 
Here they are after following a washdown – 
both enjoyed a canter on the Mauritian  
quarantine track. 

 
They will leave Mauritius for the UK around 30 
January and their final destination was to be 
Saudi Arabia (big meeting on 21 February), but 
with travel delays, Spies will be keeping his 
race options open. 
 
“Both are enjoying themselves on the island, in 
good shape,” Corne said. 
 
spiesracing.co.za 
 
Dual Gr1 winner Van Halen won the Gold  
Medallion as a juvenile in May 2018, and then 
the Mercury  Sprint in August last year.   
 
Three-year-old Nourbese took the Gr2 Golden 
Horseshoe   on Vodacom July day this year,  
and was then runner up to the filly  
Sentbydestiny in the Premier Champions 
Stakes on the same day Van Halen won the 
Mercury. –tt 
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