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Champions in a year of turmoil 

Paul Peter 
The Gauteng based conditioner has been on 
the up for a few years now, but really stepped 
into the big league during 2020. He was third to 
Tarry and Snaith at the end of the 2019/20  
season, and currently only has the author of 
‘it’s summer and we like our pudding’ ahead of 
him this term.  
 
Of course having a true champion in the ranks 
always helps, and Equus horse-of-the-year 
Summer Pudding has won six races in our  
allotted time span, including three Gr1’s and 
two Gr2’s. 
 
Sean Tarry of course finished as champion 
trainer in 2019/20, but we sort of expect that 
from him by now.  
 

Warren Kennedy  
After notching his first jockey’s championship in 
August thanks to a most impressive 208  
winners, the highly experienced lightweight has 
carried on in the same vein, and is on 59 for 
this campaign. Of course his association with 
Peter and Summer Pudding hasn’t harmed his 
career prospects.  
 
But the champion jockey now faces a quandary 
due to the restrictions on jockey travel.  
 
Will he choose to ride the champion in the  
Cartier Paddock Stakes and Cape Met, or base  
himself in either KZN or Gauteng for January 
where he is likely to ride more winners?  
 
He isn’t carded to ride from the 4th to the 7th, 
so either he has chosen the Cape (to Page 2) 

2020 is a year none of us will ever forget for all the wrong reasons. But there are a fortunate 
few who will also look back on this annus horribilis with some fondness as they have 
achieved great things over the past twelve months.  
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Champions in a year of turmoil—from page 1 

Solomons has managed 28 victories this year, 
including a maiden Stakes one when  
subsequent WSB Fillies Guineas winner  
Captain’s Ransom swooped late to collar 
Clouds Unfold in the Grade 3 Diana at  
Durbanville in October.  
 
Both these boys have big futures. And not  
forgetting our champion apprentice Luke  
Ferraris, who already feels like an ‘old hand’.   
 
Mary Slack and Jessica Jell 
If we had a new year’s honours list like Britain, 
I am sure both of these esteemed ladies would 
be receiving damehoods (which google informs 
me is the female equivalent of a knighthood). 
 
Goodness knows where our racing would be 
without the MOD intervention, but six feet  
under would probably be one place where you 
could start looking.  
 
Koos Nkale 
The owner of Emperor’s Palace Ready-To-Run 
Stakes winner and Gr2 Dingaans runner up 
MK’s Pride struck the bullseye with his very 
first arrow. “And he wasn’t expensive otherwise 
I wouldn’t have bought him” was one of the 
many sentences he ended with a large guffaw 
during his Turf Talk profile shortly after the 
RTR victory.     
 
Suzette Viljoen 
The ultra-enthusiastic owner has made a big 
impression on the game in a short period of 
time, and was rewarded with the first of what is 
sure to be many Gr1 winners when Captain’s 
Ransom seized the Fillies Guineas with such  
authority. She should have even greater  
success in 2021.    
 
And overseas…. 
Mathew de Kock 
De Kock junior took a giant step into the wide 
blue yonder when leaving for Australia. But  
after surviving the first half of the year, he has 
made a great start to his training partnership 
with Robbie Griffiths as the duo have steadily 
churned out winners in Victoria over the past 
couple of months.  
This list is not meant to be conclusive, and 
many of you will have other ideas about who or 
what should be on it. Happy new year! -tt    

Town option, or he is waiting to see where the 
legal action taken by the Jockeys Association of 
SA against the travel restrictions goes to.  
 
Eric Sands  
The stalwart Cape Trainer is reaching the  
veteran stage, but recorded three Gr1 wins in 
2020 due to the progeny of his former charge 
Halfway To Heaven, who won a Gr3 for him 
herself back in 2013.  
 
Golden Ducat won the Cape Derby and KZN 
Champions Cup, just touching off Rainbow 
Bridge. But the older brother had already 
scored in the Gold Challenge a couple of 
months earlier. And of course he came  
agonisingly close to defending his Met crown, 
but was outrun late by a heroic One World in a 
memorable finish.       
 
Both are certain to be big players in the coming 
L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate and Cape Met during 
January. 
 
Jonathan Snaith  
After the collapse of Phumelela things looked 
dire for Cape Racing. But due to some  
herculean efforts by the younger Snaith brother 
and many others, the Western Cape enters 
2021 with healthy stakes levels, a revamped 
Kenilworth building, and a young and energetic 
management team with vision and business 
acumen. The only way is up.  
 
“I got involved two years ago to fight the old  
regime and change things,” says the Cape  
Racing Board Director, who puts in countless 
hours for no financial gain.  
 
Gaynor Rupert 
Never one to seek the limelight, Mrs Rupert’s 
Drakenstein Stud provided a generous   
donation which enabled the total revamp of the  
parade ring and pre-parade ring area at  
Kenilworth to take place. She is also a  
contributor to many other worthy causes such 
as the Horse Care Unit and SAEHP . 
    
Kyle Strydom and Joshwin Solomons 
These two apprentices both have racing in their 
blood, and have really started to make their 
marks this year. Strydom only rode his first  
winner on 9 August, but has now notched 24.  
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BHA boss honoured by Queen  
British Horseracing Authority Chief  
Executive Nick Rust will be honoured with 
an OBE for his service to the sport of horse 
racing.  

Rust steps down from his post on Jan. 1. He 
has served in his position for nearly six years 
and dealt with a range of issues, including 
changes to the Levy, presiding over a review of 
buying/selling bloodstock, the increasingly  
important improvements to horse welfare,  
increasing diversity and inclusion in the sport of 
horse racing in the UK and the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic. 

 
Former jockey honoured 
Bob Champion, who recovered from cancer to 
win the 1981 Grand National on Aldaniti before 
founding a successful trust to research the  
disease, could not hide his delight after being 
made a CBE for his charitable work in the 
Queen's New Year's honours list.  
 
The 72-year-old, whose heroic Aintree exploits 
featured in a film and helped him enter racing 
folklore, founded the Bob Champion Cancer 
Trust in 1983 and a sum in the region of £15 
million has since been raised. 

It forms part of the largest male-dedicated  
research facility in Europe with sites at the  
Royal Marsden in Surrey and another in  
Norwich. 
 
Champion, made an MBE in 1982 for his  
contribution to the sport, said: "I'm absolutely 
chuffed, but the people at the trust deserve it as 
much as me, and those who have supported 
us. 
 
"It was a big surprise. I heard about it two 
months or so ago and you're not allowed to say 
anything, which I still haven't, bar a couple of 
press people. 
 
"I'm really honoured. The MBE was a long time 
ago and I never dreamed I'd get another award. 
It's the icing on the cake, while I think it means 
more. 

"The MBE meant an awful lot, but I'm not a 
jockey now and I feel the trust has done a huge 
amount – credit to everyone there and those 
who have donated." 
 
From  thoroughbreddailynews.com and  
racingpost.com 
 
 
  

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


5 

 



6 

 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Looking back on 2020, the overwhelming 
success story is the fact Hong Kong racing 
continued relatively unaffected in the face 
of unprecedented challenges. 
 
Despite the various waves of the pandemic, no 
meetings were lost while overseas horses and 
jockeys were able to compete at the Hong 
Kong International Races. Two big ticks. 
 
Words like resilience, hard work, dedication 
and sacrifice come to mind when thinking of the 
lengths and efforts the jockeys, trainers and 
officials went to as they ensured the machine 
kept moving. It is a credit to all involved. 
 
But given all the struggles caused by Covid-19 
– which came straight on the back of months of 
social unrest in the city – words like  
compassion, empathy and understanding need 
to be the touchstones for 2021. 

The hierarchy of the Jockey Club has been so 
single-minded in its determination to keep  
racing going the human element has been 
shuffled down the list of priorities. 
  
That was made clear when chief executive 
Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges wrote to all  
licensees and some staff in the “racing bubble” 
imploring them to only socialise with their  
immediate families over the Christmas/New 
Year period.  
 
A plea to further minimise risk as the fourth 
wave gripped Hong Kong. 
 
Christmas, particularly for the expatriate  
community, is a time for getting together with 
family and friends. It is an important social  
construct. And one with even more meaning in 
2020 given everything that has happened in the 
past 12 months. (to Page 8) 

Hong Kong needs empathy in 2021  
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Hong Kong needs empathy in 2021—from Page 6 

More than a handful of participants – including 
trainers and jockeys – had to cancel plans and 
some were forced to spend the day alone  
because they had no immediate family in Hong 
Kong. Hanging out with colleagues wasn’t an 
option. That is above and beyond what an  
employer should demand of an employee. 
   
Engelbrecht-Bresges is insistent his letter was 
only an “appeal” – no one wants racing to  
continue more than him – but those who  
received it certainly took it more forcefully than 
that, with the expectation there would be  
consequences if it wasn’t adhered to. In this 
case, perception is reality. 
 
It created a remarkable situation where  
individuals either felt compelled to stay at home 
on Christmas Day or they lied and swore  
whoever they caught up with to  
secrecy.  
 
Operating within a culture of fear has a very 
short shelf life. Empowering people to make 
their own decisions – with the knowledge they 
have to be responsible – is far more meaningful 
and would pay off in the long run. Everyone 
knows what is at stake but there is a balance to 
be found. 
 
The day-to-day rigours of Hong Kong racing 
are stressful enough without this extra strain. 
People need outlets and putting pressure on 
them to live under tighter restrictions than the 
rest of the community is not sustainable. 
 
The pandemic has been used as a guise for 
nations and organisations to assume more  
control – and it is generally done in the name of 
health and safety or to ensure ongoing viability. 
  
The long-term cost of this approach is yet to be 
determined but there will be a price to pay and 
the most obvious attribute at risk is longevity. 
 

People accept the burdens for a short period, 
cash in with the enormous prize money or  
extravagant contracts on offer before moving 
on to something else. There are genuine  
concerns within the ranks about how long some 
individuals can keep pushing on for in these 
unprecedented circumstances. 
 
In the long run, mental health is far more  
important than wealth. Not every problem can 
be solved with money. 
 
The fact chief steward Kim Kelly – who hadn’t 
seen his wife or daughters since March – was 
allowed to fly home to Australia straight after 
HKIR proves the Jockey Club is capable of 
showing compassion. That mindset needs to be 
more widespread. 
  
This pandemic has been tough on everyone 
and there are still plenty of hard days ahead 
before anything returns to normal. Things are 
much better in Hong Kong than they are in  
other parts of the world and it is important to 
remember that. 
 
The Jockey Club has been amazing in ensuring 
racing continues – and has got a lot of credit for 
that – but the focus now needs to be on its  
people. 
 
A little more humanity in its approach would 
create even more goodwill and provide some 
relief for those who put on the show. 
 
This year has been incredibly challenging, 
hopefully there will be more to celebrate in 
2021.  
 
From www.scmp.com 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, PAST 
ISSUES CAN BE FOUND AT 

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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Tiz the Law retired to stud 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Sackatoga Stable’s Tiz the Law, winner of 
the GI Belmont S. and GI Runhappy Travers 
S. this summer, has been retired from  
racing.  
 
It was announced shortly after the Belmont that 
the sophomore colt would stand at Coolmore 
America’s Ashford Stud upon retirement. 
 
“The entire Tiz The Law team is deeply  
disappointed that Tiz The Law will be unable to 
race as a 4-year-old as planned,” stated Jack 
Knowlton, Operating Manager of Sackatoga 
Stable. “He has provided the 35 owners a 
unique opportunity to compete and succeed at 
the highest level of Thoroughbred racing. His 
impressive victory in the GI Travers at Saratoga 
Race Course was particularly rewarding for the 
Saratoga based stable. Sackatoga Stable is 
looking forward to the next chapter of his career 
as a stallion.” 
 
“From day one when he broke his maiden at 
Saratoga we have been watching him closely 
and he has everything you look for in a stallion 
prospect,” said Coolmore America manager 
Dermot Ryan. “He has an outstanding race  
record, he’s a very good-looking individual and 
he boasts a strong pedigree. [Trainer] Barclay 
Tagg, [assistant trainer] Robin Smullen and 
their team have done a fantastic job with him 
and we are also grateful to Jack Knowlton and 
his partners in Sackatoga Stable for letting us 
be a part of him.” 
 
Bred in New York by Twin Creeks Farm, Tiz the 
Law began his 2-year-old season with a 4 1/4-
length maiden special weight win at Saratoga, 
then came back for another open daylight  
victory in Belmont’s GI Champagne S. The  
connections immediately announced the  
striking bay would skip the GI Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile, held that year at Santa Anita, in favor 
of the GII Kentucky Jockey Club S. at Churchill 
Downs in order to get a start over the track to 
prepare for the 2020 Kentucky Derby. The track 
came up sloppy and Tiz the Law finished third 
in the Kentucky Jockey Club in what would be 
his only loss in his first seven career starts. 
 
Trainer Barclay Tagg regrouped and Tiz the 
Law was unstoppable through this spring and 
summer despite the interrupted racing schedule 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
He reeled off consecutive, powerful wins in the 
GIII Holy Bull S. and GI Curlin Florida Derby, as 
well as in the aforementioned Belmont and 

Travers. Tiz the Law was the first New  
York-bred to win the Belmont since 1882.  
 
Second in the rescheduled GI Kentucky Derby 
to likely champion Authentic (Into Mischief), Tiz 
the Law was last seen finishing off the board 
behind that same foe in the GI Breeders’ Cup 
Classic. He retires with a record of 9-6-1-1 and 
earnings of $2,735,300. 
 
“While it is unfortunate that Tiz’s racing career 
has been cut short, we have been extremely 
fortunate and blessed to have had him in our 
lives,” said trainer Barclay Tagg.  
  
The four-time Grade I winner will now join two 
other Belmont S. winners from the last five 
years at Ashford, which also stands Triple 
Crown winners American Pharoah (Pioneerof 
the Nile) and Justify (Scat Daddy) in Versailles, 
Kentucky. Tiz the Law’s stud fee will be 
$40,000 and he will be available for inspection 
at Ashford starting Jan. 4. 
thoroughbreddailynews.com 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
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