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Ban on jock travel causes furore  

Which has big implications for our small band 
of elite riders who regularly travel. Greg 
Cheyne was approached as vice-chair of the 
Coastal Jockeys Association, but stressed that 
his views are personal, rather than  
representing the organization. 
 
“Clearly I’m not happy about it. Firstly, if you 
look at what the president said, the new level 
three restrictions don’t limit travel for work  
purposes.  
 
“Secondly, why are jockeys being singled out? 
Why are trainers and grooms still allowed to 
travel around the country? 

“And thirdly, I travel to PE on a weekly basis. 
The planes are not at full capacity and there 
are proper precautions.  
 
“I have far more chance of contracting Covid at 
my local mall. I don’t see how me travelling is 
endangering. 
 
“There are no restrictions on non-contact sports 
being played, and we are a professional sport 
and are allowed to continue.”  
 
As always the eloquent Cheyne makes some 
good points. The cricket test series against Sri 
Lanka, Currie Cup Rugby, and PSL (to Page 2) 

The new NHA regulations announced yesterday in response to the reimposed Level 3 
Covid restrictions mean that wherever a jockey first rides from January 4 onwards, he will  
be committed to that centre for the rest of the month.  

The COVID-19 second wave is providing racing with a lot of challenges. 
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Ban on jock travel causes furore—from page 1 

government’s. An amicable solution in  
discussion with the various role players would 
have been better than being dictated to. We 
could have found a practical solution through 
dialogue.” 
 

NHA Racing Control Executive Arnold Hyde 
(above) was happy to put over the regulating 
body’s standpoint.  
 
“The NHA is recognised by the Government as 
the regulator of the industry. That sometimes 
involves taking tough decisions for the industry 
and all concerned. Many thousands rely on 
racing for their livelihoods,  and we are  
responsible for making sure the show goes on. 
 
“Riders are the human athletes of our sport, 
that actively participate in races, they undergo 
a five year apprenticeship and are more difficult 
to be substituted in the event of being  
medically indisposed than trainers, assistants, 
grooms, or officials who can be stood in for 
when necessary.  
 
 “Taking PE as an example. There are only 12 
or 13 jockeys there, and if someone came from 
outside  and infected a few others, there would 
not be enough riders to continue racing. The  
entire centre would have to close for an  
extended period, and we are not willing to take 
that risk.” 
 
But a legal challenge to the NHA ruling by the 
Jockeys Association of SA  is looming. 
  
Vice-chairman and Liaison Officer Tex Lerena 
was approached for comment, but was  
unwilling to go on the record, as the matter is 
sub-judice (see Page 4). –tt    

Soccer are all carrying on regardless, with 
whole teams and staff regularly moving from 
one side of the country to the other.  
 
While the cricket is taking place inside a  
bio-bubble, the latter two are not, and to make  
things worse are contact sports .   
 
“It’s a knee-jerk reaction from the jockey club, 
seemingly without any real consultation with 
other involved parties. I appreciate they have to 
protect the industry but I don’t agree with the 
steps taken,” concludes Cheyne. 
 
Looking at the final fields for Greyville on  
Monday the 4th, there are quite a few blanks 
where jockeys should be, and no Hewitson, 
Ferraris, Marcus or Kennedy, who would all 
normally be expected to ride. They now have 
big decisions to make. 
 
One who is carded is Donovan Dillon. But the 
way things stand, if he rides there he will  
forsake his first ever genuine winning chance in 
the Met on Golden Ducat come January 29. 
 
Championship chasing Lyle Hewitson is riding 
at the Vaal on Tuesday the 5th. Which isn’t  
surprising, as Gauteng hosts far more meetings 
in January than any other centre.  
  
Racing Association CEO Natalie Turner  
expressed similar sentiments to Cheyne.  
 
“I would have preferred more of a consultative 
process where all parties got around a table 
and found a solution rather than an immediate 
blanket ban. The various alternatives should 
have been explored to achieve the same result  
- which is to make sure racing carries on.” 
 
And multiple champion trainer Sean Tarry also 
weighed in.  
 
“The NHA wants to be seen to do the right 
thing, but it’s more important to actually do the 
right thing. We are only talking a handful of 
jockeys who travel regularly, while trainers and 
grooms can still travel.   
 
“I‘m mindful of how important it is to keep racing 
going, but I don’t understand how our rules 
have to be more stringent then the  
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The Jockeys Association of South Africa is 
in the process of launching an Urgent Court 
Application against the National  
Horseracing Authority (NHRA), following the 
refusal to amend the directive issued on 
Tuesday, pertaining to travel restrictions 
imposed on them following government’s 
recent Level 3 announcement. 
  

In a letter to the NHA, Jason Morris of Snaid 
and Edworthy Attorneys quotes the directive 
that states, “…jockeys may continue to race as 
normal until the 4th January 2021, thereafter 
they are to elect in which province, they would 
like to remain until at least the end of January 
2021…” 
  
Morris contends that this directive “infringes our 
clients rights…”; “…constitutional right to earn a 
living”, “… and causes further irredeemable 
harm to our client’s members and is also  
damaging to numerous other stakeholders in 
the horse racing industry including inter alia 
grooms, punter, horse owners and trainers.” 
  
The NHA, responding via Racing Control  
Executive Arnold Hyde, stated: “With regard to 
the deadline that you have set for your client’s 

sought-after relief, the NHA confirms that it will 
not suspend the force and effect that you refer 
to in the directive which refers to Rider travel 
and that it will oppose any action that you might 
initiate.” 
 
Below, the correspondence so far: 
From JASA attorneys to NHA 
“My name is Jason Morris and I am an attorney 
representing the Jockeys association of South 
Africa. IN response to the directive issued by 
the NHRA on the 29th December 2020 that 
clearly unfairly infringes our clients Rights, I 
was instructed to send the below letter to the 
NHRA. 
“At around 6:30 am I received a response  
dismissing my clients contentions. As such I am 
in the process of preparing papers and  
launching and urgent Court application against 
the NHRA. I shall send you the response  
received under separate cover.” 
 
INITIAL LETTER TO NHRA 
1. We act for the Jockey Association of South 
Africa “JASA”, upon who’s instructions we  
address this letter to you. 
 
2. Our client instructs us that pursuant to a  
directive issued by the National Horse Racing 
Authority on even date, (the NHRA directive), 
the NHRA, has stated that jockeys may  
continue to race as normal until the 4th January 
2021, thereafter they are to elect in which  
province, they would like to remain until at least 
the end of January 2021. 
 
3. It is submitted with respect that the NHRA 
directive is contrary to the current Covid 19  
regulations that the NHRA purport to rely on. It 
is our client’s respectful submission that the 
NHRA directive infringes on our clients’  
members Constitutional right to practice their 
chosen vocation, and prejudices (to Page 6) 

Jocks take on NHA over travel  
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Jocks take on NHA over travel—from Page 4 

our clients’ members earning ability and future 
career prospects. 
 
4. The NHRA directive in so far as it relates to 
our clients’ members is furthermore unlawful, 
irrational, capricious and arbitrary in nature. 
5. In terms of the aforementioned Covid 19  
regulations as promulgated, in government  
gazette 44044 of 29 December 2020, and more 
specifically adjusted table 2 of the regulations, 
(“the regulations”) travel for business purposes 
is permitted. Furthermore, professional sport is 
permitted to continue during level 3 as per  
paragraph 36(17) of the regulations 
6. We are instructed to demand of you as we 
hereby do, that you are to suspend the force 
and effect of para 2 of the NHRA directive  
insofar as it relates to our clients’ members. 
Any failure to do so will seriously impede our 
clients’ members Constitutional right to earn a 
living, and cause further irredeemable harm to 
our clients’ members and is also damaging to 
numerous other stakeholders in the horse  
racing industry including inter alia grooms,  
punters, horse owners and trainers. 
7 You are hereby requested to confirm that you 
shall abandon or alternatively amend the NHRA 
directive, to allow our clients members to  
participate in the activities of horse racing  
subject to the requirements of the regulations 
by 10 am on the 30th December 2020, failing 
which our client ,on behalf of its members, shall  
approach the Courts on an urgent basis on  
Saturday the 2nd January 2021, wherein inter 
alia an application shall be made to set aside 
para 2 of the NHRA directive and a costs order 
on the attorney own client scale, including the 
costs of counsel as on brief, shall be sort 
against the NHRA. 
8. All our clients rights remain strictly reserved. 
 
THE NHA’s RESPONSE VIA ARNOLD HYDE: 
“The National Horseracing Authority is the  
Regulator of the Sport of Horseracing in  
Southern Africa and has set protocols in place 

to protect the industry during these challenging 
times brought on by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
“As such, it has restricted travel pertaining to 
Riders who are licenced under our Rules and 
Constitution. That Riders are able to ply their 
trade within the period of curfew is due to their 
Essential Service Permits, issued by the NHA 
in terms of powers delegated to us from various 
Government Departments. 
 
“You may be interested to note that  
Horseracing was able to commence after our 
Lockdown period which was between 27 March 
and 1 June 2020, due to the successful efforts 
made by the NHA to enforce protocols, two of 
which were to race behind closed doors and to 
restrict Rider travel. There are thus successful 
precedents that have been set. 
  
“With regard to the deadline that you have set 
for your client’s sought after relief, the NHA 
confirms that it will not suspend the force and 
effect that you refer to in the directive which 
refers to Rider travel and that it will oppose any 
action that you might initiate.”  
www.internationalracing.club 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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The boss of the Australian Jockeys'  
Association says it is 'totally illogical' and 
'utterly bizarre' that Sydney jockeys are  
being forced to quarantine to ride on Gold 
Coast Magic Millions day, given Test  
cricketers have been granted travel  
exemptions for the Gabba Test. 
 
“It makes absolutely no sense whatsoever, it is 
totally illogical,” AJA chief executive Martin 
Talty told Racenet. 
 
“It is utterly bizarre and there is no rhyme or 
reason. Quarantine is quarantine so how can it 
be different for different sportspeople? 
 
“It is a bit like saying, in horse racing terms, that 
you have two horses travelling from overseas 
but one of them has to quarantine but the other 
ones does not. 
 
“Why, for instance, can’t someone like a Kerrin 
McEvoy travel to the Gold Coast on Magic  
Millions day and go straight to the races and be 
in his own bubble there and then leave straight 
away?” 
 
Due to Queensland’s hard-line border stance 
sparked by the Sydney COVID outbreak, 
McEvoy and fellow multiple Group 1 winning 
Sydney hoop Tommy Berry have decided to 
give Gold Coast Magic Millions a miss as they 
don’t want to quarantine. 
 
However other Sydney hoops such as Hugh 
Bowman and James McDonald are spending 
two weeks outside of Sydney so they can then 
travel to Queensland to ride at Magic Millions 
on January 16. 
 
As it currently stands, Sydney buyers and  
trainers who want to attend the Magic Millions 
Sales and/or raceday are in the same situation 
as the jockeys. 
 
The regulations are different in racing and 
cricket, given that Australia’s Test cricketers will 
finish the Sydney Test and then Australian and 
Indian players will share a chartered flight to 
Brisbane on January 12. 
 
The cricketers won’t have to serve two weeks 
of quarantine – given the Gabba Test starts on 
January 15 – but will be taken straight to a  
Brisbane hotel and only allowed to leave to 
train and play in the Test. 
 

Queensland’s Racing Minister Grace Grace 
(below) told Racenet: “There is still a bit of time 
before the Magic Millions for jockeys and other 
participants to make COVID-safe arrangements 
to take part. 

“Recent arrangements made for the Gabba 
cricket test involve isolated team environments 
where a ‘bubble’ is possible. The necessary 
movements of jockeys as individuals rather 
than in a team ‘bubble’ make such  
arrangements difficult to implement safely. 
 
“I have spoken with the CEO’s of both Racing 
Queensland and the Magic Millions and the 
State Government will continue to work closely 
with them to address any concerns that arise.” 
 
Cricket’s situation differs from racing given 
cricketers have been in a ‘bubble’ while playing 
the Test series, although they have not been 
confined to their hotel rooms and have for  
instance been allowed to eat at outdoor cafes 
together provided they wear masks. 
 
As NSW reported 18 new locally acquired  
cases on Wednesday, Cricket Australia said its 
biosecurity will be safeguarded against a spike 
in COVID numbers. 
 
Racing Queensland CEO Brendan Parnell said 
on Wednesday: “Jockeys wishing to ride in 
Queensland, who have been within a declared 
COVID-19 hotspot, may apply to Queensland 
Health for an exemption as an essential or spe-
cialist worker or remove themselves from the 
COVID hotspot for a period of 14 days prior to 
the Magic Millions Raceday.”  
 
www.punters.com.au 
 
Just to highlight the massive differences in  
perspective, Queensland has a ‘Racing  
Minister’, and NSW  are worried about 18 new 
cases. Meanwhile here in SA we have Bheki 
Cele, and 10,000 new cases per day. –tt 

Aus jockeys also up in arms   
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

SA has had a few one-eyed horses over the 
years, with five-year-old Snitzel gelding 
Traces the most prominent of the current 
bunch. But nothing to compare to the  
following tale from Canada.   
 

C anada’s Mighty Heart was named after a  
kitten that his owner Larry Cordes’ girlfriend fed 
with an eye-dropper when it was rejected by its 
mother. He lost his left eye in an accident at 
just 2 weeks old.  
 
He recovered, but he took a while to find his 
feet. His trainer, Josie Carroll, cautioned  
patience when he finished well out of  
contention in his early races. He endeared  
himself to all, not least his groom, Siobhan 
Brown, who told reporters that, as she is  
epileptic, “I totally get, you know, not being all 
there, so we just kind of bonded from that and 

it’s been really nice…He just needs some love. 
He’s one of those horses that needs time.”  
 
The reward for biding his time? He has been 
Canada’s outstanding horse this year, following 
victory in the Queen’s Plate (above) at  
Woodbine in Toronto, the first leg of the  
country’s Triple Crown (in the second fastest 
time since 1957)...and winning the second leg, 
the Prince of Wales Stakes at nearby Fort Erie.  
 
Mighty Heart was unplaced in the third leg, the 
Breeders’ Stakes back at Woodbine, but he 
remains a ferocious competitor. Carroll has 
said that, while he’s happy to saunter when 
he’s alone on the gallops, when he shares the 
space with another - they.shall.not.pass. 
 
For the full story on other one-eyed champs, go 
to : 
www.thoroughbredracing.com 

One-eyed champ is all Heart  

https://www.thoroughbredracing.com/articles/all-heart-amazing-one-eyed-wonders-racetrack/

