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The Molly awards for 2020  
Dave Mollett gives his annual awards for the 
twelve months of the mainly forgettable 
year 2020. There are a few conditions: 
  

1. Trainers who finished in the top 5 of the 
2019/20 NHA statistics are ineligible. 
2. Likewise jockeys who finished in the top 5 
are ineligible.  
3. Gr 1 winners are ineligible for "Horse-of-the-
Year" award. 
 

Horse-of-the-Year: RUNNING BRAVE  
If anyone needed proof there are still bargains 
to be found, the Summerhill-bred mare proves 
the point. The daughter of Brave Tin Soldier 
cost just R30000 as a yearling, but has been 
expertly handled by Paul Matchett to maintain 
her form all year. 
 

The mare beat Celtic Sea at Turffontein in 
March, beat Nexus in the KZN Mile in July, won 
the Gr 2 Gold Bracelet in August, and ran the 
race of her life to fill the runner-up berth in the 

Summer Cup She goes particularly well for 
Muzi Yeni who has proved once again that his 
big race mounts need a double look. 

Trainer-of-the-year: PAUL MACHETT. 
This was a tough call with all of Paul, St John 
Gray (Ronnie's Candy, Christopher Robin and 
Dance Class), Stuart Pettigrew (Anything 
Goes)  Alan Greeff (169 winners last season) 
all very much in contention. 

Nevertheless, a strong case can be made for 
Matchett with his stable doing well in the 
2019/20 season but - most importantly - being 
in fourth place in the national log after the first 
five months of the new campaign. 

Paul, who began his career in the old Rhodesia 
more than 40 years ago, would be the first to 
admit he's had a rollercoaster ride in the sport 
with many ups and downs. (to Page 2)
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Owner: MARIO FERREIRA  
Another well-deserved Equus trophy for  
leading owner, Chris Van Niekerk, at the virtual 
awards in August and this charismatic  
businessman cemented his position as the 
John Magnier of SA racing. 
 
Nevertheless, another businessman, Portugal-
born Mario Ferreira, put his hat in the owners 
ring with his horses doing well all around the 
country. In contrast to Van Niekerk, he has a 
wide pool of trainers. 
 
One of them is another ebullient character, 
Denis Bosch, who sent out Ferreira's three 
year-old, Padre Pio, to run second in the KZN  
Guineas and then occupy the same position 
behind Got The Greenlight in the Daily News 
2000. The Vodacom July - where he beat two 
home - proved a bridge too far but Ferreira will 
have enjoyed having a runner in the race. 

Then in the Gold Cup at the end of August, 
trainer Gareth Van Zyl and jockey S'manga 
Khumalo teamed up to win the 3200m  
marathon with longshot, Paths Of Victory. 

Invidia, fifth in the Mercury Sprint on the same 
day, had earlier in the year provided Ferreira 
with a big cheque when winning the CTS 1200 
at Kenilworth.   

Breeder:  
WILGERBOSDRIFT / MAURITZFONTEIN 
Over the years, these two farms have  
produced many champions and 2020 was a 
vintage one thanks to the exploits of Summer 
Pudding and Hawwaam. They are also the 
breeders of Gr 1 Champions Cup winner,  
Golden Ducat, whom many pundits fancy for 
the Met at the end of January. 
 
Rainbow Bridge, Golden Ducat and Hawwaam 
have made Halfway To Heaven the best-known 
mare in the country resulting in a number of 
awards. Varsfontein - breeders of Anything 
Goes, Sentbydestiny and Eden Roc - continue 
to produce top-class stock but the year  
belonged to Wilgerbosdrift/Mauritzfontein. 
 
Personality: MICK GOSS 
It was a sad moment when Mick - a stalwart 
breeder for four decades - handed over the 
keys of Summerhill Stud to (to Page 4)  

Nevertheless, one would imagine with his  
rugged - almost cowboy - appearance he has a 
few tales to tell! 

This year two females - Running Brave and 
War Of Athena (Ipi Tombe Challenge) - have 
been his flag bearers. Amazing that both cost 
only R30000. 

Jockey: LUKE FERRARIS 
While 2020 was a forgettable year for most 
people, the exception was the two-time  
champion apprentice who posted good  
statistics last season and has continued to  
progress this term. 
 
In the 2019/20 season, Luke finished in seventh 
place in the national log with 81 winners from 
666 mounts. Up to December 28, he had ridden 
55 winners - but most importantly - he had got 
the call from two leading stables, Mike De Kock 
and Eric Sands, to ride in big races in the Cape.   
 
The youngster has stated Hong Kong, where 
his father has trained successfully for 16 years, 
is a "longterm goal".  
 
This writer's bet is that he may complete the 
whole of next season in a bid to win the jockeys 
championship and possibly join his father in  
August 2022. 
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new owner, Henning Pretorius. No mean 
achievement to be leading breeder by earnings 
for 10 consecutive seasons. 
 
It's hard to know where to start to list Mick's 
many attributes - the formation of the Al  
Maktoum School Of Excellence is one - but the 
guy who gave up a law career to become a 
successful breeder has always understood the 
power of the media.   
 
In the sires department, it all started many 
moons ago with Northern Guest but there's 
usually a new sire making waves and this year 
it's Dynasty's son, Act Of War, sire of War Of 
Athena. 
 
One had to love Mick's final salvo. He said: 
"When your number's up and there's silverware 
on the table, take it with both hands and enjoy 
the moment." 
 

Apprentice: JOSHWIN SOLOMONS  
Son of jockey Morne Winnaar, Josh Solomons 
has emerged as one of the most promising  
riders in the jockey ranks with 19 winners so far 
this term. An indication of growing stature is the 
fact that at the December 12 meeting at  
Kenilworth he had mounts for the top stables of 
Justin Snaith, Brett Crawford, Adam Marcus 
and Candice Bass-Robinson. The youngster is 
on course for a successful career. 
 
Presenter: LYALL COOPER 
The former golf pro never envisaged swapping 
the sentence "Sir, I think slower on the back 
swing" for "definitely put number four in your 
Pick 6". Back in August with many Tellytrack 
employees shown the door, he was unsure how 
he was going to put bread on the table for his 
family. Happily, he has been called on to do 
80% of the on-course presenting on the  
Highveld.  

Lyall's biggest attribute is that he has the ability 
to make those people he is interviewing feel at 
ease. Also, he doesn't stray off the railway 
tracks into controversial issues as that's when 
a presenter can hit road bumps. 
 
Best Moment: ANDREW FORTUNE  
Former top jockey, Andrew Fortune, has  
provided plenty of newspaper copy over the 
years, and 2020 was no exception.  After his 
son, Aldo Domeyer, had brought Invidia home 
in the rich CTS 1200 on Met day, Andrew 
launched into the sort of celebration in the  
winner's enclosure on a par with a  
footballer scoring the winning goal in the 
Champions League Final. 

New Turf Talk editor, Ken Nicol, summed up 
two ebullient characters perfectly in a story 
headed: "Flawed geniuses like Maradona and 
Fortune are essential in sport.' 

Worst Moment: FAIRVIEW RIOT 
The eNCA cameras captured the horror of the 
grooms riot at Fairview racecourse in the  
Eastern Cape in September which left one 
horse dead and a number of people  
injured. After the police had restored order, 
trainer Yvette Bremner issued a statement  
stating "Enough is enough - I'm out of here." 
One had to admire the brave response of a  
lady who during the 2019/20 season sent out 
61 winners and finished 15th in the national 
trainers log. 

PASSINGS: Racing sadly lost Kelvin Haarhoff, 
Peter White, Romeo Francis, Brian Wiid and 
Des McLachlan. Kelvin's bars at Turffontein 
and the Vaal glued much of the racing fraternity 
together. He was a special character. 

MET BET: Queen Supreme to finish in the first 
four - generally 27-10 with most firms. She  
hasn't put a hoof wrong in two prep races. 
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After Captain’s Ransom won the Cape  
Fillies Guineas so impressively, Justin 
Snaith said he was looking forward to the 
Cartier Paddock Stakes “as it’s summer and 
here in Cape Town we love our pudding’. 
 
So it was a surprise not to see her name  
alongside horse-of-the-year Summer Pudding’s 
in the nominations for the big race on Jan 9.  
 
But as usual there was a ready explanation…. 
 
“We’re saving her for the Majorca on Met day. 
We don’t want to run her in both, and feel it 
would be best to keep her to the mile (1600m) 
for the moment.  
 
“We are certainly not scared of anything. If  
Summer Pudding can get past Dazzling Sun 
(right) in the Paddock then we’’ll think about it. 
Before a heavyweight title fight you have to 
beat the other contenders first,’ he announced 
with his usual chutzpah.  
 
And by the way Mr Snaith, if god forbid you  
ever pack in the racing game, I am sure you 
would make an excellent boxing promoter (lol). 
 
Another interesting entry was sole three-year-
old Jet Dark in the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate. 
The Trippi colt came from a long way back for 
an extremely fast-finishing fourth in a slow run 
Cape Guineas.  
 
“If they crawl like that in the Queen’s Plate that 
will bring him into it. Those older horses won’t 
be able to sprint like Jet Dark,”  commented the 

never shy Snaith. Very much in-form Grant van 
Niekerk has the ride.   
 
Other jockey bookings see Richard Fourie ride 
Belgarion, and Anton Marcus Do it Again.  
 
But KZN based Marcus will need to make a  
decision as to where he is riding in January.  
 
According to the new NHA lockdown rules, 
jockeys can only ride at one centre during the 
month, just as when racing resumed in June.   
 
This will also affect other top riders like Warren 
Kennedy, Summer Pudding’s regular pilot, as 
well as Luke Ferraris. –tt 

Star filly ‘not scared’ says Snaith  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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The National Horseracing Authority  
confirms that it has given careful and urgent 
consideration to the contents of the  
President Cyril Ramaphosa’s address  
last night, which effectively placed South 
Africa under NEW adjusted Level 3  
Lockdown effective today. 
  
In keeping with its mandate to safeguard the 
wellbeing of its stake holders and interested 
parties, the NHA shall continue to align its | 
racing behind closed doors protocols in a  
responsible and robust manner so  as  to  
ensure consistency and that Horseracing can 
continue at minimal risk to all of its participants. 
Consequently, the regulations and protocols 
that were instituted before the  
re-commencement of Racing on 1 June 2020 
will be adopted with immediate effect. These 
include, but are not limited to:- 
  
Only persons in possession of an Essential 
Service Permit will be allowed entrance onto 
Racecourse property.  This return to “Racing 
Behind Closed Doors” is necessary to limit the 
gathering of people and to minimise risk to the 
Essential Service Providers that will sustain the 
Industry during this period. The Permits that 
were previously issued by the NHA are  
timeless and thus are still active. 
  
Riders are to be domiciled in one region of their 
choice for the month of January 2021 and are 
to relocate to this Province if so required, prior 
to 4 January 2021. Once a Rider has ridden in 
a Centre from 4 January 2021, he will be  
limited to ride in the Centre for the remainder of 
the month. 
  
Field sizes will be restricted to 14 runners, with 
16 runners being permitted for Listed and 
Graded Races. Sweat Box facilities remain 
strictly off limits. 

The minimum riding weight remains at 52 kg in 
Handicap races. The final event on any day will 
be scheduled to start by 19:00. Any persons 
with comorbidities shall not be able to attend. 

The proven non-pharmaceutical measures of 
wearing of masks, hand sanitizing/washing for 
at least 20 seconds and social distancing of at 
least 1,5m apart, is critical and the Chief  
Compliance Officer, Mr Arnold Hyde, together 
with his team shall ensure same is done 
throughout a race meeting.  Under the new  
regulations, the wearing of masks in public is 
now mandatory 
 
 Quote from the President last night: “Unless 
we act now and unless we act decisively, the  
number of new infections will far exceed what 
we experienced during the first wave and  
thousands more people will lose their lives.” 
  
The two month period that our Industry was 
shut down between 27 March until 31 May 
2020 is still fresh in our memories and this 
should remind us of the NEED of individual  
responsibility which shall go a long way in  
ensuring the growth and sustainability of the 
horseracing Industry. 
The NHA will provide an update around 18 
January 2021, after the President’s address 
to the nation prior to 15 January 2021. 

NHA responds to new lockdown  
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

John Gosden was on Monday named  
champion UK flat trainer for the third year  
running and fifth time overall.  

 
Gosden’s runners earned £3,114,226 on the 
racecourse in 2020, more than £650,000 ahead 
of Aidan O’Brien.  
 
Gosden’s stable took home seven Group 1  
trophies this year, including a third win in the 
G1 King George VI and Queen Elizabeth S. for 
Enable (GB) (Nathaniel {Ire}) and for  
Stradivarius (Ire) (Sea The Stars {Ire}) in the 
G1 Gold Cup at Royal Ascot. 
 
“I would like to thank all of my staff for all of 
their endeavours in this most difficult of years,” 
Gosden told Great British Racing. “My thanks 
to our owners, who have been so supportive, 
and to the whole racing industry for pulling  
together so effectively.” 
 
Sheikh Hamdan was named champion owner, 
his flagbearers including the Gosden-trained 
G1 Falmouth S. and G1 Sun Chariot S. scorer 
Nazeef (GB), G1 King’s Stand S. and G1  
Nunthorpe S. winner Battaash (Ire) and G1 
Sussex S. scorer Mohaather (GB) (Showcasing 
{GB}). Sheikh Hamdan’s prizemoney total in 
2020 was £2,309,194 from 112 wins. 

Sheikh Hamdan’s racing manager Angus Gold 
said: “To win the champion owner title is a  
fantastic achievement for everyone involved, 
it’s what we all work hard for and strive to 
achieve. It’s been a difficult year for everyone, 
but we have been blessed on the track this 
year with some amazing horses.  
 
“While it was sad for Sheikh Hamdan not being 
able to come over to the likes of Royal Ascot to 
see them in the flesh, he is incredibly  
enthusiastic, and winning the champion owner 
title means the world to him and all the team.” 
 
Ben Curtis took the 2020 annual flat jockeys’ 
title with 170 wins. Curtis won a pair of Group 
3s in June before a career high with Dandalla 
(Ire) (Dandy Man {Ire}) in the G3 Albany S. at 
Royal Ascot, on whom he also won the G2 
Duchess of Cambridge S. the following month. 

 
“Given the lockdown in March, I set out to pass 
the 100 winners mark, so to have surpassed 
that along with the many other talented jockeys 
in the weighing room at the moment, such as 
Hollie [Doyle] and Tom [Marquand], is a great 
achievement,” he said. “For us to have reached 
those figures, all things considered, is fantastic 
for British racing.” 
 
www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 

Gosden UK champ trainer again 


