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SA racing welcomes FairPlay 

It supports the principle that penalties for  
transgressing those rules apply equally to  
everybody. 
 
FairPlay was founded in October 2016. In  
alliance with existing organisations and experts 
it formulates and promotes strategies to defend 
communities made vulnerable by predatory 
trade practices and promote sustainable  
livelihoods. 
 
These alliance partners are international,  
currently from the USA, Canada, UK, Ghana 
and South Africa. 
 
FairPlay mission: To end the scourge of  
dumping as an immoral trade practice. 
 

FairPlay vision: A world where dumping no 
longer exists, with free trade according to the 
rules. 
 
The organisation’s founder Francois Baird  
recently wrote an open letter to Dr Rina Konka, 
the EU ambassador to South Africa, which I 
reproduce here.  
 

<> <> <> <> <> <> 

Y our excellency.  
 
I hope you and your delegation are all safe and 
healthy despite the COVID-19 pandemic raging 
through the world and wreaking such terrible 
damage, as it is in South Africa.  
(to Page 2) 

The FairPlay Movement is a not-for-profit trade movement that fights for jobs. Its goal is to 
end predatory trade practices between countries so that big and small nations play by the 
same rules.  

Russian Rock (left) gets up to deny Linebacker in Saturday’s Cape Guineas. Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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seeking to force some change in South African 
poultry policy or regulations by putting pressure 
on the equine industry.  
 
The second is what issues, if any, the EU has 
with South African policy, regulations, or  
actions regarding EU poultry exports to South 
Africa.  
 
The matter has been raised in public and  
deserves to be clarified in public. To this end, I 
put the following questions to you as EU  
ambassador to South Africa:  
 
Quid pro quo between horses and chickens  
 
1. Is it true that the EU is deliberately harming 
the South African equine industry in order to 
press for changes regarding EU poultry exports 
to South Africa?  
2. Why is this delay not a breach of the 2016 
Economic Partnership Agreement between the 
EU and SADC countries, including South  
Africa, in which the EU is committed to  
promote the economic development of these 
countries?  
3. How can such an outrageous demand be 
justified in terms of the EPA?  
4. Why is it not a contravention of the EU’s  
Policy Coherence for Development (PCD)  
legislation which bans actions that may  
undermine the development of partner  
countries?  
5. Has any official of the EU informally or  
formally said to any South African government 
official that there has to be a quid pro quo  
between South African horse exports and EU 
chicken exports? If so, what demands were 
made and what was the response? 2  
6. Has any official of the EU said to any official 
at the South African Equine Health & Protocols 
that they will not get equine exports until there 
is some change regarding EU chicken exports 
to South Africa? If so, what demands were 
made and what was the response?  
7. If the EU denies any or all of the allegations 
being made against it in this regard, why has it 
not furnished rebuttals to news media outlets 
that have carried these reports?  
8. Is it not true that following a meeting on  
December 17th of last year between the EU 
and the South African Department of  
Agriculture's director of animal (to Page 4) 

FairPlay is concerned at news media reports, in 
South Africa and internationally, indicating that 
the EU is deliberately delaying measures that 
would facilitate the export of South African 
horses in order to pressure South Africa into 
approving some additional EU exports of  
chicken to South Africa.  
 
I refer to reports in the Citizen and Business 
Maverick in South Africa, and on the  
thoroughbrednews.com website in Australia.  
 
If these reports are true, it would be a flagrant 
abuse of EU trading power and would mean 
that the EU is bullying smaller nations in order 
to achieve its own ends.  
 
It would also mean the EU is using issues in 
one industry to try to force a country with which 
it has a trade agreement to make concessions 
regarding another industry.  
 
This would be both immoral and completely  
irrational. Immoral because it would destroy 
jobs and livelihoods of poor people in rural  
areas and the lowest paid workers. Irrational, in 
light of the enormous developmental efforts and 
policy of the EU in South Africa and Africa.  
 
On the face of it, such action would undermine  
economic growth and development and  
promote poverty in South Africa. There are two 
issues here. The first is whether the EU is  
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SA racing welcomes FairPlay—from page 2 

health , Dr Mpho Maja and Niki Kruger Chief 
Director of trade negotiations for the  
International Trade Division that an agreed 
statement was issued to the media confirming 
that an audit of the country's export protocols 
was to take place in April or May of 2020 and 
that pre-audit questionnaires would be sent out 
early this year?  
9. Have these pre-audit questionnaires been 
sent out? If not why not, given that there was a 
commitment to do so? If they have been sent 
out, what is the reason for the delay in  
agreeing a date for the audit, given that the 
matter is even more urgent than usual, given 
the economic and jobs ravages of COVID-19?  
 
EU chicken exports to South Africa  
 
10. Has the EU encountered problems with 
South African officials or policies regarding the 
lifting of export bans following widespread  
outbreaks of avian influenza in the EU?  
11. If so, what were these complaints, when 
were they raised and what was the South  
African response?  
12. Does the EU have serious unresolved  
complaints regarding South Africa’s imposition 
and lifting of avian influenza-based export bans 
on EU chicken products?  
13. If so, are these the issues that are being 
used to pressure the South African equine  
industry?  
14. If there are poultry issues, why are these 
not taken up directly with South African  
government officials instead of some  
underhand demands being made of another 
industry?  
15. Where does the EU seek to increase its 
chicken exports to South Africa? In September 
2020, official statistics showed that only four 
countries – Ireland, Spain, Denmark and the 
Netherlands – exported more than 1 tonne of 
chicken to South Africa. Numerous EU  

countries are prohibited from exporting to 
South Africa because of new avian influenza 
outbreaks. Does the EU dispute any of these 
bans?  
16. Why would South Africa be so important for 
EU chicken exports that you are prepared to 
fight dirty, given that the SA poultry industry – 
according to independent studies – is much 
more competitive than that of the EU?  
17. How does the EU limit poultry imports into 
its home market below 10% for so many 
years?  
 
I look forward to your response, which will be 
published on the FairPlay website and wish 
you peace and health over the Christmas  
season and for 2021.  
Yours respectfully  
Francois Baird, Founder Fairplay Movement.  
                 <> <> <> <> <> <> 
From fairplaymovement.org 
 
Extremely powerful stuff, and it is incredibly  
encouraging to know that SA racing is not 
fighting alone against the indefensible linking of 
equine and poultry exports. –tt  
  
  
 
  
 
    
  
  
  
 –tt  
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Group 1 jockey Ben Melham has been 
rubbed out for the autumn after being hit 
with a five-month disqualification for betting 
offences. 
 
The Victorian Racing Tribunal (VRT) on 
Wednesday handed down its decision on the 
final day of a three-day hearing, with 
the Golden Slipper winner now unable to ride 
again until May, 2021. 
 
It will sideline Melham, who sits sixth in the  
Victorian metropolitan jockeys’ premiership, for 
both the Melbourne/Sydney autumn carnivals 
next year. 
 
He avoided a mandatory two-year ban on the 
opening day of the inquiry when two charges 
involving having a betting stake in races he was 
riding in, were withdrawn by Racing Victoria 
stewards. 
 
However, the 32-year-old did plead guilty to 
four charges – three for betting offences and 
one for providing false evidence. A fter penalty 
submissions on Tuesday, he faced the Tribunal 
on Wednesday to hear his fate. 
 
The betting charges related to transactions be-
tween March 27 and May 19, 2019, where 
Melham placed bets totalling $17,600 on races 
through partner Karlie Dales’ (below) account. 

Racing Victoria stewards had been pushing for 
an eight-month disqualification for the jockey 
while the legal team representing Melham were 
of the belief that a suspension was more  
appropriate. 
 
The tribunal viewed charge two as the most 
serious of the four offences and Bowman later 
confirmed the change of interpretation had  
impacted the original penalty they had  
imposed. 
 
Melham was handed a three-month  
disqualification for the charge. 
 
He was issued a pair of one-month  
disqualifications for charges 1 & 3, which  
involved one-off bets during the same period. 
 
Both one month sentences will be served  
concurrently with charge 2. 
 
The charge under AR 232(i) for false evidence 
saw Melham given a further two-month  
disqualification by the Tribunal however it will 
be served cumulatively. A similar charge 
against Dales was withdrawn on day one of the 
hearing. 
 
Bowman said the tribunal took into account the  
fact that Melham was injured at the time of the 
betting offences, his overall character and guilty 
pleas when making their decision. 
 
It’s taken close to eight months for the verdict 
to be handed down with difficulties created by 
COVID-19 adding to the lengthy process. 
 

www.racenet.com.au 

Oz jock banned for gambling   

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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Hollie Doyle's superb 2020 got even better 
on Tuesday night when she scooped three 
prizes at the Lesters, the annual awards  
ceremony to recognise riding achievements 
in Britain. 

Doyle, fresh from finishing a fine third in the 
BBC Sports Personality of the Year awards on 
Sunday, has enjoyed a glorious 12 months, 
during which she has set a new record for most 
winners by a female jockey in a British  
campaign and recorded her first top-level  
success thanks to Glen Shiel's narrow success 
in October's Qipco British Champions Sprint 
Stakes at Ascot. 
 
The 24-year-old was crowned female jockey of 
the year and also Flat jockey of the year, while 
she won a special recognition award as well. 
 
That feat meant she emulated Paul Hanagan, 
whose three titles at the 2010 Lesters was the 
only other time a rider has scooped a trio of 
prizes. 
 
Normally a social highlight in the calendars of 
weighing room members, the event was a  
virtual affair this year because of the  
coronavirus pandemic. 
 
It was broadcast on Sky Sports Racing 
and Paul Struthers, chief executive of the Pro-
fessional Jockeys Association, said: "We're de-
lighted for all the winners and hope it clearly 
demonstrates to them the regard and esteem in 
which they are held by their peers. 
 
"Hollie's achievement in becoming only the  
second jockey in Lesters history to win three 
awards in a year, and becoming the first female 
jockey to be crowned Flat Jockey of the Year, 
should not be downplayed." 
 
Champion Brian Hughes was named jump  
jockey of the year, while a rare honorary Lester 

was given to Dr Jerry Hill, the BHA's chief  
medical adviser. 
 
Struthers added: "As well as overseeing  
improvements in the medical care of jockeys, 
including the expansion of on-course  
physiotherapy and offering one-to-one advice 
and support to jockeys who are hospitalised, 
his tireless and ongoing efforts to get us back 
racing while ensuring the health and safety of 
the sport's participants hasn't gone unnoticed 
by our members, and this was their way of  
saying thank you." 
 
Winners at the 2020 Lesters 
Female Jockey of the Year Hollie Doyle     
Apprentice Jockey of the Year Cieren Fallon     
Flat Ride of the Year Dylan Hogan, Wanaasah, 
Wolverhampton    
Flat Jockey Special Recognition Hollie Doyle     
Conditional Jockey of the Year Jonjo O'Neill 
jnr     
Jump Ride of the Year Jack Tudor, Potters  
Corner, Welsh National, Chepstow     
Jump Jockey Special Recognition Leighton 
Aspell      
Flat Jockey of the Year Hollie Doyle     
Jump Jockey of the Year Brian Hughes 
racingpost.com 

Christmas cheer for Hollie 

Food for thought 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Aidan O'Brien labelled Magical the "dream 
mare" after the brilliant seven-time Group 1 
winner was retired to join the broodmare 
band at Coolmore Stud. 
 
The five-year-old, who won 12 of her 28 races 
under rules and over £4.8 million in  
prize-money, finished her career with a  
swansong effort in Hong Kong earlier this 
month when third in the Hong Kong Cup. 

She was due to retire to the paddocks to be 
covered by No Nay Never last year, but her 
connections had a last-minute change of heart 
and sent her back into training with O'Brien. 
 
She secured three more top-level victories this 
year, headlined by her crowning glory when 
outbattling Ghaiyyath for her second  
consecutive Irish Champion Stakes victory in 
September. 
 
The Ballydoyle maestro paid a fitting tribute to 
the mare and said: "She has been a  
wonderful mare for us. She raced at the top 
level all the way from two to the time she  
retired. She was unbelievably tough, versatile, 
consistent and classy. Her mother was always 
rated a queen and she was rated a queen  
herself when she was born, and then you could 
say she was covered by the king in Galileo. It's 
all there." 

"She has been amazing to have anything to do 
with and she retired 100 per cent sound. She 
was a dream mare to have, and most of the 
days she got beat, you could say that if things 
had happened differently she might not have. 
 
"She never shirked anything. Right at the end, 
she went to Hong Kong and ran all the way to 
the line. And it wasn't as if we protected her – 
she ran and she travelled, going all the way to 
Hong Kong right at the very end." 
 
A daughter of Galileo out of Group 1-winning 
mare Halfway to Heaven***, Magical started 
her career when second in a 6f maiden at the  
Curragh in June 2017, before going on to win 
two races during her juvenile year, including the 
Group 2 Debutante Stakes at that track.  
However, it was not until the autumn of her 
three-year-old season that she blossomed into 
a top-class performer. Following victory in the 
Group 1 Fillies & Mares Stakes on Champions 
Day at Ascot, Magical almost thwarted Enable 
in a classic running of the 2018 Breeders' Cup 
Turf at Churchill Downs. 
  
While she was never able to conquer her  
formidable foe and was the bridesmaid to her 
on four occasions, she went on to further  
top-level glory as a four-year-old, winning the  
Tattersalls Gold Cup, the first of her Irish 
Champion Stakes victories and the Champion 
Stakes at Ascot. 
 
'We have never had another mare who won 
seven Group 1s before, and she is 100 per cent 
homebred as well, which is marvellous for the 
lads." 
 
Mating plans for the future have yet to be  
decided by Coolmore. From racingpost.com 
*** not SA supermare Halfway To Heaven—
she gave birth to Hawwaam on 9/9/15 a few 
months  after Magical was born on 18/5/2015! 

Dream mare Magical retires   

Pic-Patrick McCann. 


