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Is Cape Guineas underrated? 

Admittedly the last three of those are fillies, but 
it was still a little surprising to find that  
Saturday’s Grade 1 Cape Guineas winner  
Russian Rock had been rated as low as 114 by 
the official handicappers.  
 
Last year Kilindini was given a mark of 122, 
with precious little of note emerging out of that 
race. In mitigation the first three past the post 
(Kilindini, Viva Rio and Macthief) have since 
been exported to the east.    
 
Now in days of yore 114 would have been a 
bumper assessment. But in the era of +10 and 
MR134, it means that if Russian Rock,  
Linebacker,  Rascallion, Seeking The Stars, 
and Malmoos lined up  in the L’Ormarins 
Queen’s Plate carrying 55kg due to their 5kg 

weight-for-age-allowance, the handicappers 
‘expect’ Rainbow Bridge and Do It Again to 
beat them all by eight lengths and more.  
 
Which I wouldn’t see happening in a million 
years.  
 
Now this is a moot argument, as it is unknown 
(and probably unlikely) whether any will run. 
But we approached NHA Chief Handicapper 
Lennon Maharaj for comment on this apparent 
discrepancy.   
 
“We used Linebacker as the key to his 112. He 
and Rascallion have basically recreated their 
Cape Classic efforts on paper, although both 
have excuses - Linebacker raced wide, and 
Rascallion found trouble in the straight.(to Pg2) 

This crop of three-year-olds has so far been widely accepted as a very good one, backed 
up by the likes of Mount Pleasant, Erik The Red, Anything Goes, War Of Athena  and  
Captain’s Ransom all already winning Graded races against illustrious older company.     

Russian Rock (left) gets up to deny Linebacker in Saturday’s Cape Guineas. Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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And subsequent events have certainly backed 
up that particular decision.   
 
“There is an important difference. Going into 
the Fillies Guineas, Captain’s Ransom had  
already beaten dual Grade 1 winner Clouds  
Unfold in the Grade 2 Western Cape Fillies 
Championship. 
 
“Not a single runner in the colt’s version has 
met older rivals in a Graded race yet. So her 
rating is far more ‘proven’ so to speak. At the 
moment I am comfortable that she has a  
higher mark, ” explains Maharaj. 
 
And while you are here Mr Lennon, explain 
why Mike de Kock’s Mount Pleasant (127) is 
far and away the highest rated 3yo colt in the 
country for winning a Grade 2 carrying 51kg. 
(the Joburg Spring Challenge) 
 
“Like Captain’s Ransom, Mount Pleasant met 
a couple of proven older Grade 1 performers 
in Cirillo and Chimichuri Run,  and beat them 
convincingly.  
 
“Yes, he carried a low weight, but this was  
early in the season at the beginning of  
October.” 
 
That’s that sorted then. (See also Page 8) –tt  

 
    

“It’s certainly not out of the question that the 
whole race will turn out to be undervalued by 
eight or 10 points. But these three-year-olds are 
still developing their ratings, and let’s see what 
happens when they go up against their elders.   
 
“The problem with the Cape Guineas is that it 
was something of a stop/start affair and was 
run at a muddling pace.  
 
“The two 1800m graded races on the day 
(Peninsula and Victress) were both run about a 
second faster than class average in terms of 
the course variant, while the Guineas was 1.3 
seconds slower.  
 
“That means the Guineas was over 2 seconds 
slower than it ‘should’ have been, which 
equates to 10-12 lengths.   
 
“This suggests a false run race where the form 
could be questionable. So we decided to err on 
the side of caution.  
 
“We realise we are playing catch up compared 
to the top older horses, but we have to rate  
races with integrity. We can’t just invent  
something. But it wouldn’t surprise me at all if 
quite a few of these turn out to be far better 
than rated here.” 
 
Another talking point is that Russian Rock is 
rated two points inferior to Fillies Guineas  
winner Captain’s Ransom (116—below).  

The only other time this has happened in the 
past decade was 2017, where Tap O’ Noth 
(104) and Snowdance (108) were the two  
victors.  

Is the Cape Guineas underrated —from page 1 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 
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The Racing Association has a particular  
vision and that is to change, restructure and 
reinvent within the Racing Industry. 
 
Objectives for the year ahead include: 
 

• To grow a more diverse ownership base 

• To improve the overall owner experience 

• To negotiate a new, more appropriate and         
adequate Stakes Agreement  

• To play a vital role in the overall  
transformation of the Industry 

• To play a leading role in unifying the 
Industry Stakeholders 
  
The establishment of a new Operator in the 
Gauteng region raises an opportunity for a 
fresh start and to develop the sport of Racing 
further through more exposure to a larger, 
more diverse audience and through increased 
entertainment value. 
 
This renewed interest in the sport will grow the 
number of participants and ultimately the return 
back into Racing. 
 
The RA Board has invested in a preliminary 
design and budget assessment for the  
redevelopment of Randjesfontein into a fully 
functional racecourse. 
 
Randjesfontein Training Centre is strategically 
located in the heart of Gauteng and opens up 
the populated northern area of the region.  

The property is close to a major motorway and 
to Gautrain access.  
 
The zoning allows for full racecourse  
development and the multipurpose usage of 
related assets on the property. 
 
It is secure and embedded within the  
Randjesfontein Estate.  
 
The development proposal has been prepared 
by a selected professional consultant team 
headed up by our project development  
manager, Ms Judith Smith.  
 
The team includes an architect, quantity  
surveyor, civil and structural engineers,  
electrical experts, track design experts and dig-
ital product specialists. 
 
The key design and development requirements 
include getting people closer to the horses, to 
synthesize the drama of the Sport of  
Horseracing with the suburbanite’s desire for 
outdoor living and to leave a light footprint.  
 
The design calls for the use of containerised 
and prefab solutions integrated into a  
landscaped and pedestrianised multifunctional 
precinct. 
 
A state-of-the-art digital product is to be  
integrated into the design and the aim is to be 
carbon neutral. 

(continues Page 6) 

RA redeveloping Randjies 
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The provisional racecourse budget including 
the building costs, track upgrades,  
development costs and professional fees 
amount to approximately R 87 Million.  
 
The timelines, on the assumption that the  
existing design team continue to work on the 
project, is approximately 9 months and this  
includes track widening and grass  
establishment, importation and installation of 
the running rails and starting stalls, general 
construction, fitout and commissioning 
 
The RA does not consider itself to be in the 
business of property ownership or  
development . 
 
We have produced this preliminary design  
concept and budget with the intention of  

finding an investor in order to bring the vision to 
life or to buy the property as a whole.  
 
The sale of the property will be conditional and 
must be in line with the long-term objective 
and protection of horseracing. 
 
(from RA December 2020 Newsletter) 

RA redeveloping Randjies-from page 4 
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●     Cape Guineas (Grade 1) 
RUSSIAN ROCK has had his merit rating 
upped from 95 to 114 following his success 
in the Grade 1 Cape Guineas over 1600m on 
the Kenilworth summer course on Saturday 
19 December.  The handicappers felt that 
the ultra-consistent runner-up LINEBACKER 
made for the most suitable line horse, which 
leaves him unchanged on a mark of 112. 
 
3rd placed RASCALLION goes up slightly from 
109 to 110, while 4th finisher JET DARK is up 
from 100 to 109, keeping him one pound below 
RASCALLION.  There were also increases for 
THE GATEKEEPER, who is up from 104 to 
109, and for INVINCABELLE, who was raised 
from 99 to 106. 
 
Two horses were given a ratings drop,  LOOK 
FOR HOUNDS was trimmed from 96 to 95, 
while WILLOW EXPRESS is down from 104 to 
102. 

 
●   Cape Racing Peninsula Handicap (Gr2) 
 
NEXUS (above) has had his rating increased 
from 113 to 117 after he captured the Grade 
2 Cape Racing Peninsula Handicap over 
1800m at Kenilworth on Saturday.  It was 
4th placed SEVENTH GEAR who was  
considered to make for the best line horse, 
which leaves him unchanged on a rating of 
103. 
 
Runner-up SUPER SILVANO was raised from 
102 to 104, while 3rd placed LOVE HAPPENS 
goes up from 100 to 102.  Only other increase 
was CAPTAIN FLINDERS, who was 4 kgs  
under sufferance and who goes from 92 to 96. 
Several horses were given a ratings 
drop.  SACHDEV goes from 108 to 107,  

SILVER HOST was cut from 102 to 101,  
HERODOTUS is down from 101 to 100, 
CAT DADDY also drops from 101 to 100, and 
lastly, KING OF GEMS was dropped from 109 
to 107. 
 
●  Cape Racing Victress Stakes (Grade 3) 
SILVANO’S PRIDE remains unaltered on a 
rating of 118 after her pillar-to-post success 
in the Grade 3 Victress Stakes for fillies and 
mares over 1800m at Kenilworth on  
Saturday.   
 
The handicappers felt that 4th placed RATTLE 
MOUSE made for the most suitable line horse, 
which leaves her unchanged on 95, and in fact 
by rating the race in this way, SILVANO’S 
PRIDE only runs to a mark of 112, six pounds 
below her rating. 
 
Only one change was made to the rating of any 
horse in this event, with runner-up HEART 
STWINGS being increased from 93 to 106)  
 
●  Secretariat Stakes (Handicap) (Listed) 
Undefeated PAISLEY PARK has had his  
rating increased from 87 to 92 after he  
posted a second career win from as many 
starts in the Listed Secretariat Stakes 
(handicap) for three-year-olds over 1400m 
on the Turffontein standside track on  
Saturday.  4th placed BOLD JAZZ was used 
as the line horse here, which leaves him  
unchanged on a rating of 91. 
 
Runner-up COPPER MOUNTAIN has had his 
rating increased from 96 to 100, while 3rd 
placed INDLAMU goes up from 86 to 89.   
 
There were no other increases, but two horses 
had their ratings dropped.  PURPLE PANTHER 
is down to 88 from 90, while  
KINGLEY’S HEART drops from 98 to 96. 
 

Handicappers rate features  
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Betting shops in large parts of England 
could remain shut for months due to fears 
over a new strain of COVID-19, while the 
Irish and French governments on Sunday 
imposed temporary travel bans on Britain 
which left racing in limbo.  

The severe damage to racing's finances from 
the closure of betting shops in Tier 4 areas 
across England was compounded as Britain's 
health secretary Matt Hancock warned the 
measures may remain in place for months until 
a coronavirus vaccine is widely rolled out. 
 
Although the cost to the racing industry is yet to 
be calculated, the closure of betting shops 
across all of England between Nov. 5 and Dec. 
2 was estimated to have cost in the region of 
£12.5 million through a combination of lost  
media rights and levy. 
 
In a further blow it was announced that Ireland 
and France are to put in place travel bans from 
Britain. That could have an immediate effect on 
Irish runners aimed at the Christmas meetings 
in Britain and those scheduled to race at  
Leopardstown. 
 
It is yet to be announced how long the travel 
ban to Ireland will extend but it has initially 
been imposed for from midnight on Sunday.   

The Betting and Gaming Council (BGC)  
estimates that approximately 3,000 UK betting 
shops were forced to close due to the  
latest  restrictions.  
 
Hancock said the measures may remain in 
place until a vaccine is widely rolled out and he 
told Sky News that could not be for a "couple of 
months". 
 
He said: "We have to get that vaccine rolled out 
to keep people safe. Given how much faster 
this new variant spreads it's going to be very 
difficult to keep it under control until we have 
the vaccine rolled out."  
 
BGC chief executive Michael Dugher: "We fully 
support the determination of the UK  
government and devolved administrations to 
fight the spread of COVID-19 and protect our 
NHS.  
 
"The announcement means betting shops in 
England sadly have closed in Tier 4 areas.  
Unfortunately, betting shops in Wales have also 
closed as part of the country's full lockdown, 
while those in mainland Scotland and Northern 
Ireland will close from Boxing Day."  
 
The Christmas period is usually one of the  
busiest times of the year for bookmakers and  
Simon Clare, PR director for Ladbrokes Coral, 
is still confident a "significant" proportion of 
people can place a bet. 
 
"These remain unique and challenging times, 
and while our betting shop colleagues and  
customers in some areas are being impacted, 
we are well used to implementing these 
measures operationally. 
  
 www.bloodhorse.com 

UK shops shut ‘for months’  



11 

 

http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/


12 

 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

The 2020 Longines World Racing Awards 
ceremony will be held in a virtual format on 
Jan. 26 due to the ongoing COVID-19  
pandemic.  
 
Organised by Longines and the International 
Federation of Horseracing Authorities (IFHA), 
the event will celebrate the Longines World’s 
Best Racehorse, the Longines World’s Best 
Horse Race and the Longines World’s Best 
Jockey of the 2020 season.  

(Now retired Enable was one of the joint top 
ranked horses for 2019) 
 
The ceremony will be released on multiple  
digital platforms including the social media  
accounts of Longines and the IFHA. 
 
The Longines WBRR are established by  
international handicappers according to the 
performance of the horses in the top races and 
the highest rated race is determined by  
averaging the rankings of the first four placed 
horses.  
 
Previously, it was announced that the 2020 
Longines World’s Best Jockey is Frankie  
Dettori.  
 
To view the full list and for more information on 
the Longines World’s Beset Racehorse  
Rankings, please visit www.ifhaonline.org. 

“We are glad to celebrate once again the Best 
of the Best in horseracing,” commented  
Longines Vice President Marketing, Matthieu 
Baumgartner.  

“With this first digital edition, we encourage  
racing fans from all over the world to interact 
and post their contents using the hashtag 
#LonginesWorldRacingAwards.” 
 
“We hope everyone will enjoy the behind-the-
scenes moments this virtual ceremony allows 
us to present,” said IFHA Chairman Louis 
Romanet.  
 
“We are looking forward to celebrating   
accomplishments of honourees in this  
interactive format.” thoroughbreddailynews.com  

Longines awards go virtual   


