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Grant Behr finally gets his dues 

It’s been a long time coming, and to put things 
into perspective, when 42-year-old Grant  
started riding in Cape Town back in 1997, 
Milnerton Racecourse was still in operation. 
Greg Cheyne and Jannie Bekker are the only 
other  remaining members of the Cape jockey 
room who ever rode there.  
 
He spoke to us on Monday morning: “I am a 
Cape boy – I grew up in Kuils River. My late 
father Basil Behr used to play the horses.  
 
“My interest was sparked from going to the tote 
with him as a youngster.  
 
“My dad would have liked to have become a 
jockey himself, but in those apartheid days that 
wasn’t possible for people of colour.  

“So, me becoming a jockey was originally my 
father’s idea. But I was very keen from the  
beginning – I love competing. 
  
“We went for interviews, I got in and the first 
time I sat on a horse was at the academy. But I 
got the hang of it very quickly.” 
 
He entered the KZN academy in 1993, along 
with Nicky Hanekom, Julian Gadsby, Kelvin 
Jupp, Genevieve Michel, and the late Bennie 
Norton. Grant is the only one still riding  
professionally. 
 
He made his race riding debut in April 2004. 
But in a sign of things to come, success didn’t 
come easy, and it was over 100 rides later  
before his first winner. (to Page 2)  

Unassuming Grant Behr finally achieved his richly deserved Grade 1 winner when Russian 
Rock got up late to win the Cape Guineas on Saturday.  

Dean Kannemeyer, groom Vicks, Marsh Shirtliff, and Grant after  Russian Rock’s great win. Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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The way he finished on Saturday suggests the 
2000m of the Cape Derby will suit the grey  
Pomodoro colt even better. But Grant has 
slight reservations. 
 
“He travels hard on the bit but if he relaxes he 
will see it out. If they go a decent pace he will 
settle.” 
 
This has been a good year for Grant in terms 
of riding top horses, as he also won cosily on 
Katak in his first two starts, before being jilted 
when the undefeated and now imported colt 
moved up to Grade 3 level. Such is life for a 
journeyman jockey. 
 
“One of the best horses I’ve ridden, even  
including champions I’ve only sat on in work. A 
serious, serious horse. When you ride him it’s 
just effortless – he just floats. I think he will do 
very well overseas.”      
 
Outside of racing, Grant has another passion.  
“I love gardening. I plant vegetables and herbs 
and trees. I find it very relaxing.” 
 
And he puts a lot of his recent success down 
to somebody special.  
 
“My wife Lanese is my support structure.  
Every day I am grateful to have her and our 
daughter Cassidy  in my life. My family is  
always my first priority.” -tt 

That was long forgotten Perky Prefect in a 
Graduation Plate at Scottsville in September 
the following year.  
 
“I moved back to Cape Town in the late 1990’s, 
and have been based here ever since. I did 
have two spells in Mauritius in 2002 and 2006, 
and it was after the first of those that I first 
teamed up with the Kannemeyer yard.  
 
“It started off with  the late Peter Kannemeyer – 
a true gentleman of racing. I always got on well 
with him, and he taught me a lot about race  
riding. He used to say I could be the next Mark 
Khan.” 
 
But sadly that never happened.  
 
“Mentally I don’t think I was quite there. I think I 
stayed too young for too long. But overall I think 
you get what you deserve. I try to have a  
positive mindset” 
 
Dean Kannemeyer had assumed the mantle by 
the time Grant’s only Grade 2 victory arrived in 
2005. Mercury Chief (14-1) was a surprise  
winner of the Selangor (now Concorde) Cup, 
beating ill-fated champion stable mate Rabiya 
into second.  
 
So winning on the ‘wrong’ Kannemeyer runner 
in big races is nothing new for Grant! 
 
Interestingly, one of Grant’s two Grade 1  
seconds (the other being Gold Onyx in the J&B 
Met of 2015) was Tick Tock in the Cape Fillies 
Guineas of 2009 – she is the dam of Silvano’s 
Timer, the other Kannemeyer entry on  
Saturday.   
 
But going into the weekend, he certainly didn’t 
feel he was only making up the numbers on 
what turned out to be his only ride on the day.  
 
“I’m grateful to Mr Kannemeyer for giving me 
the chance. He has always been good to me. 
 
“I  wasn’t surprised he ran so well. I worked him 
and said that if he settles he will be running on 
strongly. I was picking them off when he took 
that check 250 out. So, to recover and quicken 
like that was very impressive. But he’s a very 
athletic type, and is right up there.” 

Grant Behr finally gets his dues—from page 1 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Cape Thoroughbred Sales (CTS) will be  
expanding on the 2021 renewal of the  
ever-growing and popular Farm Sale  
concept, for which entries are due shortly.  
 
In conjunction with Gavel House, the Klawervlei 
Farm Sale yielded a remarkable R8,4-million in 
turnover in just a few hours of internet bidding, 
when conducted online for the first time in June 
2020.  
 
Klawervlei’s John Koster (above) said: “After 
discussing the devastating effect of lockdown 
due to Covid 19 on our breeding industry, we 
felt it pertinent to open up the sale to all  
breeders.  
 
“This was very well met, and many of our  
colleagues have requested participation again 

in 2021. With Klawervlei’s lesser numbers and 
our much smaller management team, the sale 
necessitates the marketing and sales expertise 
that vendors require to sell their yearlings  
successfully.  
 
“To this end, it made sense to partner with CTS 
and use their innovative style to grow the sale 
in the Cape in June.”  
 
Grant Knowles, Bloodstock and Marketing  
Director of CTS, commented: “We look forward 
to partnering with Klawervlei, along with their  
fellow breeders, for the 2021 Farm Sale.  
 
“We will look to maintain the unique Farm Sale  
experience, while delivering new and exciting 
initiatives to the event, ensuring further growth 
and success.”  

CTS expand Farm Sale idea 
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Bloodstock South Africa sold  
thoroughbreds have been enjoying a rich 
vein of success this season and BSA  
graduates were to the fore once again at 
Kenilworth on Saturday. 

Not only did BSA buy Russian Rock (above) 
land the G1 Cape Racing Presents The Cape 
Guineas (1600m) but fellow BSA graduate  
Nexus (right) captured the G2 Cape Racing 
Peninsula Handicap (1800m) on the same 
card. 
  
In landing the Cape Guineas, Russian Rock 
provided BSA thoroughbreds with a classic 
double as National Sale buy Captain’s  
Ransom had captured the previous Saturday’s 
G1 World Sports Betting Cape Fillies Guineas. 
  
Trained by Dean Kannemeyer, Russian Rock 
received a fine ride from veteran jockey Grant 
Behr, who bought his flashy mount with a  
powerful finish to get up and score by a neck. 
  
Bred by Klawervlei, Russian Rock races for Ian 
Longmore, Bryn Ressell and Marsh Shirtliff. 
  
Now a winner of two of five starts, and runner 
up in the Listed Sophomore Sprint back in  
August, Russian Rock was a R200 000 buy 

from the 2019 Emperors Palace National  
Yearling Sale when consigned to the sale by 
Riverton Stud. 
  
The 2020 Cape Guineas winner is a son of 
Vodacom Durban July winner Pomodoro, and 
the unraced Proclamation mare Elisium. 
  
The Rathmor Stud bred Nexus stamped his G1 
Cape Met claims with a storming finish to land 
Saturday’s G2 Cape Racing Peninsula Handi-
cap. One of four winners on the day for trainer 
Justin Snaith, five-year-old Nexus flew up from 
well off the pace, under a fine ride from Piere 
Strydom, to land the 2020 Peninsula Handicap 
by half a length, while defying a big weight and 
wide draw. 

Nexus races for Mrs Nancy Hossack & the  
Estate of the Late Jack Mitchell. Now a seven 
time winner from 18 starts, Nexus was a R1 
700 000 buy from the 2017 National Yearling 
Sale when knocked down to John Freeman. 
  
The son of deceased top sire Dynasty is a full-
brother to former Equus Champion, and G1 
Thekwini Stakes winner, Lady In Black, with 
Nexus produced by the Jet Master sired G3 
Final Fling Stakes runner up Mystery Dame. 

BSA grads win Guineas and Peninsula  
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HOLLIE DOYLE came third in the BBC 
Sports Personality of the Year award after 
her breakthrough 2020. 
 
The 24-year-old jockey, the only woman on the 
shortlist, finished Liverpool and England star 
behind Jordan Henderson and winner Lewis 
Hamilton. 
 
Doyle did the entire racing community proud 
after being the first jockey to be nominated 
since AP McCoy in 2013. 
 
She was joined at the ceremony by boyfriend 
and fellow jockey Tom Marquand. 

 
Doyle was as much as 33-1 to win just a few 
days ago before a tidal wave of support saw 
her odds plummet. 
 
She went as low as 9-4 - and second-favourite 
behind F1 world champion Hamilton - before 
being voted into third. 
 
It is still a remarkable achievement for the  
athlete who had the smallest national profile of 
the six-strong shortlist. 
 
She also had the smallest physique, standing 
just 5ft and weighing 8st (50kg) - but able to 
deadlift more than double her bodyweight. 

Highlights of her incredible year included riding 
a historic double on the British Champions Day 
at Ascot. 
 
She also became the first woman to record a 
five-timer when winning five races in one day at 
odds of 899-1 at Windsor. 
 
And she has won more than £1.8million in prize 
money. But there will be no time to celebrate.  
Doyle was booked on five runners at Lingfield 
on Monday, with the first being Pearl Spectre, a 
16-1 shot in the 12.30. 
 
Speaking at the awards, Doyle said: "I know 
this year's been incredible but I don't want this 
to be my best year. I want bigger and better 
things. Any sportswoman who gets a taste of 
success wants more, so I want to keep the revs 
up and keep ploughing on." 
 
And she paid tribute to all who voted for her 
when describing what it felt like to finish third. 
Doyle said: "It felt unbelievable but felt like it 
wasn't for myself but for our industry as a 
whole, which I'm proud to be part of. Things like 
this don't happen to people like me. I'm just 
honoured to be where I am."  - thesun.co.uk 

Doyle third in BBC awards   
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

It was a return two months in the making, 
but Christophe Soumillon ensured it took 
less than a minute to make his presence felt 
at Sha Tin with two winners on his first day 
back racing. 

After being robbed of a Hong Kong Cup victory 
seven days earlier due to a Covid-19 testing 
irregularity, Soumillon stormed in with success 
in the first race of the day aboard Bella Baby 
(above—pic Kenneth Chan) and then backed it 
up on Winning For All in the eighth event to 
round out an impressive double. 
 
With a couple of winners under his belt and a 
full book of rides for the next handful of  
meetings, Soumillon will have a major say in 
proceedings over the next two months – where 
he will look to match it with rivals Joao Moreira, 
Zac Purton and Karis Teetan. 
  
“Hong Kong is the top of the game,” he said. 
“Zac and Joao are in the top five jockeys in the 
world so when you come here to compete 
against them, you have to give yourself every 
chance because they won’t give you many. 
 
“I am really happy, it is a good start.  
Unfortunately today my draws weren’t the best 
so I needed to find a way to ride a bit  
differently. I got two winners, maybe with some 
good draws I would have got one more.” 

With his last ride coming on October 25, 
Soumillon has been put through the ringer after 
testing positive to Covid-19 before the  
Breeders’ Cup in America, forcing him into two 
weeks of quarantine before returning to Dubai 
in November. 
 
From there, the Belgian had another two weeks 
of hotel quarantine in Hong Kong before the 
testing debacle which saw him miss out on nine 
rides at the international races and a full book 
at Happy Valley on Wednesday night. 
   
While four of his last seven weeks have been 
spent in a hotel room, Soumillon says he has 
managed to stay in good shape and believes 
he will only improve with more time in the  
saddle. 
 
“It is a good start, I am not 100 per cent fit yet – 
maybe 90 – but with more racing and trackwork 
I will become stronger,” he said. “I feel good, 
that is the most important thing. I am very  
happy with my weight – a few years ago I 
couldn’t have done what I did today and ride at 
122.   
 
As a regular in Hong Kong in the early 2000s, 
Soumillon was highly regarded but turned down 
long-term deals to further his career in Europe 
and Dubai. Returning as a Jockey Club rider for 
the first time in more than a decade, the  
39-year-old says he is in the best possible posi-
tion to make Hong Kong his own once again. 
 
“When you see all the support from the owners 
and trainers I have got, it proves to me they 
want me to be back here.It is like any sport, 
when everyone is happy around you, it gives 
you a chance to perform.” 
 
The day did not go completely to plan for 
Soumillon, however, with stewards dishing out 
a two-meeting suspension for his ride on  
Ballistic King in the last.  - www.scmp.com 

Soumillon in less than a minute   


