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Trainers talk Guineas runners 

Vaughan Marshall has won the glamour race 
on no fewer than five occasions – and also has 
that number of entries this year – so he 
seemed a good place to start.  
 
“I think Seeking The Stars, Linebacker and 
Rascallion in no particular order all have  
realistic chances.  
 
“Seeking The Stars has done exceptionally well 
and I’m very happy with him. He’s a real  
galloping type and going up in trip to 1600m 
will be no problem at all. His dam Schism won 
the Winter Oaks over 2200m. 
 
“Rascallion has come on a lot since the  
Concorde Cup. The longer run-in of the  
summer course will suit him much better and 
he’s a big runner.  

“Linebacker is a dark horse. It’s a pity he drew 
so badly, but he has decent gate speed and 
hopefully the pace will be on. We have won 
from terrible draws before – Captain Al came 
from gate 16 and William Longsword 13, but it’s 
not ideal.  
 
“My other two Look For Hounds and Contact 
Zone are both young, improving horses. They 
will be running on but it’s a big step up in 
class.” 
 
Mike de Kock is also a five time Guineas  
winner and has undefeated favourite Malmoos. 
 
“On form he has to be a big runner. He stayed 
in Cape Town with Brett Crawford after his last 
run and has done well. It looks like Vaughan 
Marshall’s horse (Seeking The Stars) (to Pg2)

The Cape Guineas this Saturday is  always a high point of the season. We will provide a full 
preview tomorrow, but in the meantime, here are comments from all of the trainers.  

    Malmoos fights off Linebacker in the Grade 2 Concorde Cup to remain undefeated. Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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will find out where he stands with the best  
three-year-olds around.”      
 
Brett Crawford fields Invincabelle, who has 
excellent sprint form, but goes around the turn 
and beyond 1200m for the first time.  
 
“I’m very happy with him. He’s in good form 
and doing very well. He has a lot of natural 
speed, and I’m not quite sure he will go a mile. 
But he pulled a decent draw and we will take 
our chances.”   
 
Likewise Dennis Drier’s hopeful, last seasons 
Equus champion juvenile colt Tempting Fate, 
also has stamina doubts.  
 
“He’s a top, top, sprinter, and if he gets the mile 
he’s a runner. He choked up in his first run 
back here, and we have put the tongue tie on 
for Saturday. His work has been phenomenal.” 
 
Sean Tarry gave an honest assessment about 
Willow Magic.  
 
“We’re taking our chances as his work is good 
and he has the inside draw. But the form is 
there for all to see. It’s a very strong field, and 
he’s got a mountain to climb.” 
 
Glen Kotzen’s Fast Love is lowest rated of the 
fifteen contenders at 94.  
 
“Our prep went pear-shaped with the virus we 
have had. But his blood is good and he’s  
working well.  
 
“The long run in will suit him and he will come 
from off them. We are expecting a super run.”  
-tt   

has him by a length on a line through  
Linebacker, and there were a few running on 
strongly in the Concorde as well. But Luke felt 
he was very green last time, and I’m glad we 
galloped him at the course last Saturday.”     

Justin Snaith is going for the Guineas double 
following Captain’s Ransom’s seamless triumph 
in the fillies version last weekend. He fields a 
trio of contenders, starting with Hoedspruit, who 
boasts the same owner in Suzette Viljoen. 
 
“He’s doing very well and might just be our 
choice because of the draw. And having a real 
thinking rider in Piere Strydom is another big 
plus. We haven’t seen the best of this one yet. 
 
“The Gatekeeper I think has been very  
underrated by the media. Any three-year-old 
who can beat Golden Ducat has to be taken 
very seriously. The draw is against him, and 
he’ll need a bit of luck. But a very nice horse for 
the future, and if he wins this those meeting him 
later onwill need the luck.  
 
“Jet Dark’s last win was super impressive. He 
also needs to overcome a double-digit draw, 
but he’s a very interesting contender.” 
 
Dean Kannemeyer has a couple, with  
Silvano’s Timer perhaps the pick. 
 
“It’s a big test but he’s on the up. I was very 
happy with his last effort when fourth in the 
Concorde. He’s improving, and should go over 
more ground in time.  
 
“Russian Rock had an excellent prep run up the 
straight. I hope there’s a good pace on and we 

Trainers talk Guineas runners—from page 1 

Latest odds courtesy World Sports Betting 
 
18-10 Malmoos 
28-10 Seeking The Stars 
  6-1   Rascallion 
14-1   The Gatekeeper 
16-1   Linebacker, Hoedspruit, Invincabelle 
18-1   Silvano’s Timer 
20-1   Tempting Fate, Jet Dark 
33-1   Willow Express, Contact Zone 
50-1   Look For Hounds, Russian Rock 
55-1   Fast Love  

Seeking The Stars wins Cape Classic. (Wayne Marks.) 
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With woman jockeys like Hollie Doyle (UK) , 
Mickaelle Michel (France) and Jamie Kah 
(Australia) making their mark around the 
world, it’s mystifying that SA racing seems 
to be heading in the opposite direction.  
 
We have far fewer female riders than we had a 
decade ago.   
 
So it was great to see Erin Watkinson winning 
her second successive Workriders Maiden at 
Kenilworth on Tuesday, with Andre Nel’s  
debutante filly Ciollum’s Delight.  
 
Her previous score had been Magnetic Dime a 
month ago for the same trainer, after managing 
a fourth and second in her only previous two 
rides.  

The 24-year-old wisely kept her charge a few 
lengths off the pace, as there was a four-way 
duel on the speed, as is often the case in these 
events in Cape Town.  
 
But she produced the daughter of Vercingetorix  
in the closing stages to win going away by 
three-quarters. 
 
“I started riding work in December 2014. Eric 
Sands taught me. Now I ride work at Milnerton, 
and go to Andre Nel three times a week.” 
 
But unlike most jockeys, Erin has a solid  
educational background.  
 
“I have always wanted to be a jockey, but my 
father was keen for me to have a (to Page 6)

Erin Watkinson a girl on a mission 
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qualification to fall back on. So I have an  
Industrial Engineering degree from  
Stellenbosch.” 
 
Her father is Robin Watkinson, who trained in 
KZN from the 1990’s to 2010.  
 
“My heart is set on becoming a jockey, and if 
that doesn’t happen here, I am prepared to go 
to the UK or New Zealand to qualify.” 
 
Erin spent 2019 as an apprentice at the jockey 
academy in Durban. But for various reasons it 
didn’t work out. 
 
But surely considering our dearth of female  
riders, we should be doing everything we can 
to enable her to qualify here. She obviously 
knows how to ride a winner. –tt   

Erin Watkinson–from Page 4 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Erin Watkinson produces Ciollum’s Delight to win yesterday Pic-Wayne Marks. 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Southern Phantom, the 4-year-old son of  
Bodemeister  who commands attention 
because of his predominately white head, is 
moving on to a career as a stallion. 
 
Owners Danny and Allison Caldwell will stand 
Southern Phantom with Dr. Wynne DiGrassie 
at Mountain View Equine Hospital near Steeles 
Tavern, Va. 
 
"We immediately knew Dr. DiGrassie was the 
perfect fit, as she shares the same passion and 
vision we have for Phantom's future," the  
Caldwells shared on Twitter.  
 
"We felt getting him located back east was an 
incredible opportunity to reach the wide variety 
of mares interested." 
 
Southern Equine Stables bred Southern  
Phantom, who got his name in a competition 
from Mary Beth Woods of Shreveport, La. She 
said the colt reminded her of "The Phantom of 
the Opera”. 
 
The colt made 10 starts from 2 to 4 in New 
York, Texas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas but 
managed two third-place finishes at best. The 

Caldwells bought Southern Phantom for 
$20,000 at the 2019 Keeneland November 
Breeding Stock Sale. 
 
Southern Phantom is out of 
the Bernardini  daughter Out for Revenge, 
making him a full brother to stakes-placed  
winner Stronger. His second dam, Castanea, is 
a half sister to group 1 winner Minardi, grade 2 
winner and sire Tale of the Cat , and stakes 
winner Spunoutacontrol, who is the dam of Fed 
Biz . bloodhorse.com 

Stud for ‘weirdest thoroughbred’ 
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Beauty Generation has been hailed as the 
horse of a lifetime, with champion jockey 
Zac Purton saying the now-retired star took 
him to unimaginable heights. 
 
The eight-year-old goes down in the record 
books as one of the best horses to grace the 
turf at Sha Tin with an unmatched 
HK$106,233,750 in prize money next to his 
name from 18 victories – a joint record with the 
legendary Silent Witness and Super Win. 
 
While connections dared to dream of a record 
19th win in Hong Kong, it proved elusive, with a 
fifth behind Golden Sixty in Sunday’s Hong 
Kong Mile confirmation that his best days were 
behind him. 
 
“Every jockey hopes that a horse like him 
comes along for them, thankfully for me, he did. 
It was a great ride while it lasted, it was never 
going to go on forever – they never do – but 
when he was at his best it was really enjoyable. 
 It felt like he was invincible for a long period of 
time there, because he was.” 
 
While he is hopeful of one day finding another 
Beauty Generation, Purton is a realist when it 
comes to what the future holds and says he 
won’t be hanging out for as long this time 
around. 
  
“I had to wait 17 years for him to come along so 
I won’t be waiting 17 years for the next one,” he 
laughed. “You always live in hope another 
horse will take you there.” 
 
As an eight-time Group One winner – seven of 
which Purton was in the saddle for – there are 
plenty of memories, but it was a defeat last 
season which will stay clear in his mind for a 
long time. 
 
After a perfect season in 2018-19, Beauty  
Generation’s decline the following year came 

as a surprise to both Purton and trainer John 
Moore, but it was a herculean effort near the 
end of his career that will stand out. 

“It was a bit of a shock when he started going 
off because he never gave us a sign that it was 
coming,” Purton said. 
 
“They are always only one run away from  
defeat. I think he showed his character and 
heart at the end of last season when he pulled 
out that massive performance and almost 
pinched that Champions Mile against Southern 
Legend. To me, that illustrated what type of 
horse he was. Everything was harder this year, 
coming back older. He continued to give  
everything but his old legs couldn’t carry him as 
far as they used to.” 
 
Beauty Generation’s retirement marks the end 
of an era in Hong Kong, with Purton saying 
there is a changing of the guard at the top level. 
“I think Hong Kong as a whole is going through 
a rebuilding phase at the moment, Outside of 
Golden Sixty, it is clear that the rest of our  
horses are really struggling to compete at an 
international Group One level. 
 
“Across the board we are rebuilding, there is 
some emerging talent so let’s hope they can 
get to the top.”   
www.scmp.com 

Purton hails Beauty Generation   


