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Alexanders are off to Australia 

Gary Alexander will be setting up a joint-
training partnership with brother Dean later this 
year in the village of Gifford Hill 75km from  
Adelaide in South Australia. 
 
It will be business as usual for the brothers for 
although Gary's name is on the trainer's license 
for their Turffontein-based operation it has  
always been a family affair. 
 
Duncan Alexander, a legendary lightweight 
jockey who was born in Scotland and  
immigrated to South Africa shortly after the 
war. 
 
He took out his trainer's license in 1975 after  
hanging up his riding boots but when he  
became ill in 1978 his son Gary took over.  

Gary and Dean quickly took the business to 
great heights. 
 
Gary recalled, "The stepping stones, first from 
jockey to trainer and then me taking over at a 
very young age, were a lot different from  
somebody who was succeeding an established 
trainer. The first couple of years we picked up 
the pieces but from then onward we did  
exceptionally well. By the year 2000 we had 
160 horses in training." 
 
The brothers have trained 15 Grade 1 winners. 
They are a close- knit family and sister Julie, 
popular as an outstanding Tellytrack presenter, 
has been involved in the administrative side of 
the yard. However, she will not be immigrating 
with her brothers. (to Page 2) 

 The news that Gary (left) and Dean Alexander are to relocate to South Australia took the 
local racing world by surprise yesterday. They spoke to David Thiselton of goldcircle.co.za 
about what was behind the move.  
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The Alexanders will be based at Murray Bridge, 
which reportedly has world class state of the 
art facilities.  
 
The racecourses in Australia do not have false 
rails.  
 
Gary said, "In all racecourses without false rails 
the pace is generally faster. The racing is also 
situated at the coast. But we are working with 
animals so we will just have to adjust to those 
changes and also to the tracks and to different 
riding styles."  
 
The control of racing is also very strict. 
 
Gary and Dean will both be taking their families 
over. Gary's family consists of wife Danica and 
children Sasha and Johnmarc, who are aged 
12 and nine respectively. The children love  
being around animals and spend a lot of time 
at the yard. 
 
Gary said, "I will support whatever my kids 
want to do when they get older but I would not 
have encouraged them to pursue a career in 
racing here in South Africa as much as I would 
overseas.  
 
“It has been a struggle for the last twenty years 
over here and during the Covid period we have 
lost a number of horses and owners. Things 
are expensive in Australia but the stakes  
compared to costs are very good.  
 
“Overseas if you get the breaks and are good 
at what you do I think you can do really well. I 
think trainers also get a lot more recognition 
overseas and are better respected in their 
countries than we are out here. It has not  
always been like that, in the old days the 
George Azzies and Syd Lairds were legends." 
 
Gary has previously applied to train in Hong 
Kong and Singapore but nothing materialised. 
 
He said, "I feel very fortunate to have this  
opportunity especially at my age and I am very 
excited and looking forward to the challenge. It 
is God's will and we will do it." 
 
Gary estimated they would depart for Australia 
in April. 

Gary and Dean have made many friends and 
contacts over the years in Australasia as  
regular buyers at the Australian and New  
Zealand Sales. 
 
Gary said, "We are known and greeted out 
there as the Alexander brothers." 
 
Among the New Zealand-bred horses they 
have trained are Clifton King, who won both the 
Grade 1 SA Guineas and Grade 1 Germiston 
November Handicap, Timber Trader, who won 
the Grade 1 SA Derby, Ruby Clipper, who won 
the Grade 1 Allan Robertson among other 
stakes races, Lady Of The Turf, who beat 
Young Rake when winning the Grade 2 Gold 
Bowl, and Brutal Force, who won the Grade 2 
Skeaping Trophy.  
 
Their current five-time winner Ration My  
Passion is also New Zealand-bred. The  
Alexanders' first Gold Bowl winner Mosszao 
was Australian-bred and the race was a Grade 
1 back then in 1996. 
 
South African and Australasian friends of the 
brothers will be supporting their venture. They 
might inherit a few horses from other yards in 
the beginning but will be attending the Sales to 
build up their string. 
 
The presence of two South African ex-pat  
jockeys, Barend Vorster and Karl Zechner, will 
help them feel at home. 
 
Vorster rides for South Australia's leading yard, 
Tony and Calvin McEvoy, and is lying third on 
this season's South Australia Jockeys  
Premiership table with 38 winners.  Zechner is 
lying in 14th place with 16 winners. 
 
South Australia has one established  
Metropolitan racecourse, Morphettville in  
Adelaide. 
 
However, the new racecourse development, 
Murray Bridge, which is  in Gifford Hill, will  
complement Morphettville.  
 
This season Murray Bridge has been allocated 
two Saturday Metropolitan meetings among the 
21 meetings in total. 
 

Alexanders off to Australia—from page 1 
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As Frankie Dettori celebrates his 50th  
birthday today, leading figures from the 
world of racing have saluted his enduring 
talent: 
 
Sir Anthony McCoy, 20-times champion  
National Hunt jockey 
 
“Frankie is like Diego Maradona, Zinedine 
Zidane, Mike Tyson and Tiger Woods – there’s 
just something different about him. 
 
“I read a quote from a great philosopher, who 
said ‘Talent hits a target no one else can hit; 
Genius hits a target no one else can see’.  
 
“That is what Frankie is like – obviously there’s 
a lot of talent there, but there’s also that little bit 
of genius in him that means he can see things 
faster and better than other people can. 

“With the exception of Lester Piggott, he’s the 
best-known person in racing. A lot of people 
can talk the talk, but not many can walk the 
walk, but he has – all around the world. 
 
“Frankie doesn’t need anyone to say how great 
he is. He’s a brilliant person as well as a  
brilliant jockey – he’s got it all.” 
 
Aidan O’Brien, record-breaking trainer: 
“Frankie is a wonderful jockey, he always has 
been. He’s a fabulous rider and a great fellow.” 
 
Ed Dunlop, who teamed up with Dettori for 
big-race wins with the mares Snow Fairy, 
Ouija Board and Lailani: 
 
“He’s been a wonderful ambassador, he’s a 
wonderful jockey and is a great person, There’s 
no-one quite like Frankie! (to Page 6) 

Greats pay tribute as Frankie turns 50  
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“He’s ridden Group One winners for us and for 
many other other people. And we all wish him a 
very happy birthday. 
 
“He’s ridden Lailani, Ouija Board, Snow Fairy – 
who were all great horses for me. He’s hard to 
get hold of now, but we’ve loved having him 
riding our horses.” 

 

American trainer Wesley Ward, who uses 
Dettori whenever he can, particularly at 
Royal Ascot, with horses like Lady Aurelia 
and Campanelle: 
 
“I’m 52 and Frankie is 50 – he sure does look a 
lot younger than me! I hope he keeps going. 
He’s the greatest jockey in the world, that’s for 
sure, and has accomplished more than  
anyone. Long live the King!” 
 
Peter Chapple-Hyam, trainer of Dettori’s 
first Derby winner Authorized: 
“He’s a fantastic jockey who has stood the test 
of time. 
 
“I think I used him as a 7lb claimer and I  
remember him winning a maiden on Dr  
Devious (in 1991). 
 
“I was very confident Authorized was in good 
form going into the Derby. I suffer with panic 
attacks and anxiety, but the good thing going to 
Epsom was nobody wanted to speak to me as 

everyone wanted to speak to Frankie, so me 
and the horse could go there nice and easy. 
 
“He’s been superb and age has certainly not 
stopped his ability – he’s riding better than  
ever.” 
 
Ray Cochrane, Dettori’s long-time friend 
and former agent: 
“It’s hard to believe he’s 50, although it does 
seem a lifetime ago when we were first  
introduced to each other at Luca’s. 
 
“He’s still doing well for an old boy! He’s a  
brilliant jockey and has been a great  
ambassador for the sport – he’s the best.” 
 
Sir Michael Stoute, who has combined with 
Dettori to win big races all over the world: 
“Frankie has a perfect physique in addition to 
which he is a gifted horseman with a very  
competitive nature. It is a good mix!” 
 
racingtv.com 
  

Greats pay tribute –from Page 4 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Young Ashton Arries has been making 
steady progress since qualifying as a  
jockey in January this year, highlighted by 
his first career four-timer on Sunday.  
 
That was the meeting moved from Scottsville to 
the Greyville turf.  
 
He duly added another on the poly yesterday, 
and now sits on 19 wins this season—already 
well ahead of last term’s victory  total of 12.   
 
Originally from Atlantis just outside Cape Town, 
the 21-year-old has resided in Durban since 
entering the jockey academy, and aims to stay 
in KZN for a while yet.  
 

“Things are going well since I became stable 
jockey for Mr Miller a few months back. He has 
been a loyal supporter. But my success is also 
down to hard work. I’m the first there at  
Summerveld and the last to leave.  
 
“It will be difficult, but it would be nice to get to 
100 winners this season. And another thing I 
want to achieve is my first black type winner.” 
 
He has managed a couple of non-black-type 
features, with the most recent being the Beach 
Beauty Mile for three-year-old fillies on  
October 18.  
 
That was on Treasured Pearl for...you guessed 
it Mike Miller. –tt    

Ashton Arries is on the up   

Pic—Candiese Lenferna 


