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Suzette really loves this game 

And the well-worn phrase ‘fully deserves all the 
success’ could not be more appropriate in this 
case. She chatted to us on Monday.  
 
“It was an amazing event, and I can’t believe it. 
She is absolutely lovely and so uncomplicated.” 
 
But sadly Suzette and her husband Basie were 
unable to make it due to work complications:  
 
“Production at our mining interests closed 
down for the year at 5pm on Friday, so to get 
from the North West to Cape Town wasn’t  
going to work out. We went to Potchefstroom 
and watched with our two grown up sons  
Sakkie and Jacquo. It’s a shame as I seldom 
miss a race.” 

As shown by the fact that she was present for 
Bold Horizon’s victory at Hollywood Greyville 
yesterday. 
 
“We drove down in the morning and just got 
there for race time. And we’re now taking a 
break in Margate.”    
 
But she has Hoedspruit (pictured above with 
Suzette and Basie) in the R750,000 Cape 
Guineas on Saturday and will be there in  
person this time:  “Hoedspruit won’t be among 
the more fancied runners but the main thing is 
we will be there to support him.” 
 
Suzette grew up in Potchefstroom, and is the 
daughter of the late Willie Ludick.(to Page 2) 

Less than three years after purchasing her first horse, Suzette Viljoen celebrated a maiden  
Grade 1 win when Captain’s Ransom won the World Sports Betting Fillies Guineas in  
dominant fashion at Kenilworth on Saturday.  
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Spies, Snaith, Lunn, Forbes, Bosch, Roberts, 
Verdonese, Marwing, Lensley, Soma,  
Houdalakis, Oosthuizen, Mike Robinson, and 
Glen Kotzen are all among the lucky recipients.  
 
“I don’t have a racing manager, and do it all  
myself, but I never lose track of them. At first, I 
always said I would only have one trainer, but 
now I’m glad I diversified.” 

But it hasn’t been a solo effort: “I met Basie 
while I was at boarding school, and we started 
seeing each other when I was in Standard 7. 
We got married nine years later, which was 27 
years ago now. He’s the best husband anyone 
could have, and I still love him lots. 
 
“I have to say that as hopefully he will buy me 
more horses,” she adds jokingly with her  
husband within earshot.     
 
John Freeman also plays a prominent role in 
the Captain’s Ransom story, as Suzette  
recounts: “I was at a sale. I saw John bidding 
for Captain’s Ransom and liked what I saw. 
She went for R225,000, I told him I wanted her, 
and the deal was done there and then.” 
 
Paddock Stakes Showdown 
 
After the WSB Fillies Guineas both Richard 
Fourie and Justin Snaith made it (to Page 4) 

He was a prominent boxer in his day and  
unsuccessfully challenged Curtis Cokes for the 
WBA and WBC world welterweight title in  
Dallas on 16 April 1968.      
 
“But my great grandfather was a trainer, and I 
have loved racing from a young age. My hero 
as a child was Big Charles. He won the July in 
1981 when all the hype was around Charles 
and Di getting married, so that also had  
something to do with it.” 
 
Suzette has an excellent memory, as Dr Louis 
Naude’s gutsy galloper won the then Rothmans 
July on the 4th, and the ill-fated couple tied the 
knot on the 29th.  
 
But her entry into prominent ownership came 
about partly by chance.  
 
“One day in February 2018 I was looking after 
mining business, and I mentioned to one of my 
partners that I would love to own a racehorse. 
He said he knew someone, and that turned out 
to be Bertie Myburgh. He got in touch and 
shortly afterwards purchased What A Poet for 
me at a sale. He went to Corrie Lensley, and 
even when he finished unplaced first time he 
ran in my colours I was high-fiving everybody 
afterwards. Soon afterwards Bertie told John 
Freeman about me and I got involved with 
Marco Polo, which was my first horse with  
Justin Snaith.” 

And things have mushroomed from there, to the 
extent that she now owns “about 130”  
racehorses spread among a myriad of trainers. 

Suzette Viljoen really loves this game—from page 1 

Going to visit some of her about 130 ‘other children’. 
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clear they were looking to the Paddock Stakes 
on January 9 as a next mission  
for Captain’s Ransom. Which sets up the 
prospect of a clash of the titans involving  
undefeated horse-of-the-year Summer  
Pudding.  

 
“I will leave it up to Justin, as I do with all my 
trainers. He will discuss it with me, but I never 
interfere. My motto is ‘that’s why I have a  
trainer’”. 
 
No wonder all the conditioners adore her! And 
the feeling is mutual.  
 
“I love the Snaiths. They are so good for racing 
with the positive attitude and humour. It’s  
obvious they love the sport and what they are  
doing.  
 
“I feel so blessed. And there are some very 
nice horses coming through. I can’t wait for the 
day that they run.   
 
“There are four horses that aren’t mine I shout 
for – Do It Again, Belgarion, Erik The Red, and 
Summer Pudding. It will be wonderful to meet 
her.” 

Wedding and Met conflict 
 
But if Captain’s Ransom wins the Paddock, and 
goes on to run in the Cape Met, as Snaith’s Oh 
Susanna famously did in 2018, Suzette will 
have a conflict of interest.  
 
“My elder son Sakkie was due to get married in 
September, but it was changed to 30 January 
next year.  
 
“He did check with me when they changed the 
date, and I told him to make sure the ceremony 
isn’t while the race is on otherwise they will 
have to deal with a shrieking woman. 
 
“I had a tough decision to make, but I have to 
be with my son,” she says with another laugh.    
 
“Jokes aside it would be the best day in history 
if we won the Met on my son’s wedding day,” 
she says dreamily.  
 
And sometimes dreams do come true…-tt 

Suzette Viljoen really loves this game—from page 2 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Captain’s Ransom being led in on Saturday, sadly  
without Basie and Suzette. Pic—Wayne Marks, 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Golden Sixty (below), living up to his billing 
as a star of the future, landed his biggest 
prize yet for the home team in the Longines 
Hong Kong International Races Dec. 13, 
and Mogul bounced back from a Breeders' 
Cup defeat to score an impressive win for 
Ireland. 

Despite the problems posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the day's four group 1 races proved 
truly international as Japanese runners also 
scored twice. 
 
Golden Sixty, a 5-year-old gelding by Medaglia 
d'Oro , entered the Longines Hong Kong Mile 
(G1) as a winner of 10 consecutive races,  
including the prestigious BMW Hong Kong  
Derby. He went to the post as the favorite even 
though the race was his first in group 1  
company. 
 
With Vincent Ho in the irons, Golden Sixty  
waited patiently near the back of the 10-horse 
field, swept around the leaders turning into the 
stretch, and blew by with ease, drawing off to 
win by two lengths over fellow Hong Kong  
denizen Southern Legend. Last year's  
winner, Admire Mars, finished third after  
contesting the lead. 
 
Waikuku finished fourth, trailed by two-time 
Hong Kong Horse of the Year Beauty  
Generation in fifth and FanDuel Breeders' Cup 
Mile Presented by PDJF (G1T) winner Order of 
Australia in sixth. 
  
"He's amazing, isn't he?" Ho said as he  
dismounted in the winner's enclosure, void of 
fans due to the pandemic restrictions. "When I 
hit the top of the straight, I knew. I was just 
cruising, and I didn't think anyone could beat 
him in that sort of sprint." 

Trainer Francis Lui, who landed his first HKIR 
victory, added, "I can have a good night's sleep 
tonight! I was worried about the horses from 
Japan and Ireland, but now, after this race, he 
has shown me that he is a champion." 
 
Golden Sixty, in fact, is the clear frontrunner for 
Horse of the Year midway through the 2020-21 
season, and having carried all before him at 
home, Lui said 2021 might see him travel. 
 
"Not this season. Because of the virus, we'll 
keep him in Hong Kong this season," the  
trainer said. 
 
While the future is bright for Golden Sixty, the 
Mile proved the end of the road for 8-year-old 
Beauty Generation. His connections  
announced his immediate retirement. 
 
"It's a bittersweet day," said Zac Purton, who 
rode the Kwok family runner 28 times, including 
his last race. "It's a sad end. He's been the best 
horse for me in my career. I'm certainly going to 
miss him. He was brave again today, and  
wherever he may go in the world, I'm sure I'll go 
and visit him in his paddock one day." 

While Order of Australia's fading finish in the 
Mile was a disappointment for trainer Aidan 
O'Brien and the Coolmore "lads," the  
dominating victory by 3-year-old Mogul (above) 
in the Longines Hong Kong Vase (G1) was a 
promise of good things in the coming season. 
  
With Ryan Moore in the irons, the Galileo colt 
let local favorite Exultant make all the early go-
ing in the 2,400-meter (about 1 1/2-mile) Vase.  
 
The pace wasn't exceptionally quick but proved 
good enough for Mogul, who easily ran by  
Exultant at midstretch and (to Page 8)  

Golden Sixty, Mogul triumph  

Magical at work on Thursday. Pic-Hong Kong Jockey Club 
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scooted home by three lengths. Exultant held 
second, with Columbus County third. 
 
Mogul rose to the top levels among Coolmore's 
globe-trotting string with a victory Sept. 13 in 
the Juddmonte Grand Prix de Paris (G1) at 
ParisLongchamp. His passport franked by that 
effort over some accomplished rivals, he next 
ventured to Keeneland for the Longines  
Breeders' Cup Turf (G1T), where he could only 
finish fifth. 
 
Moore, who won for the sixth time in HKIR 
competition, said Mogul was so good, he  
actually took the Vase on his own terms. 
 
"In reality, I was in front sooner than would 
have been ideal today," Moore said. "But he 
took me there nicely." 
  
O'Brien, who also won the Vase with Highland 
Reel in 2015 and 2017, did not make the trip 
because of the pandemic-related travel issues. 
 
Assistant John Manton acknowledged Mogul 
"took a few runs at the start of the year and 
came on from it. He ran well in the Breeders' 
Cup, but he was a small bit unlucky as 
well. Hopefully, we'll be back here again next 
year with him and we can do it again." 

Moore, noting the difficulty of travel and the  
absence of fans in the Sha Tin grandstand, 
added, "The year for everyone has been a 
mess. But we're very thankful to everyone at 
the Hong Kong Jockey Club for getting me 
over. It's been a big effort, and I can't really 
stress enough the time they've put in. 
 
"We're very thankful to get us over here." 
 
Hong Kong Jockey Club CEO Winfried  
Engelbrecht-Bresges said the success of the 
day was important for racing. 
 
"It is important to have these global events. We 
are very proud that as a team, we pulled this 
off," he said.  
 
"There were some anxious  
moments and discussions about 'How can we 
do this?' But in the end, we focused on the  
result, and the results speak for themselves. 
 
"I want to give special credit to our overseas 
friends because it's about trust to send your 
people—to send your horses—on such a  
journey." 
 
All photos Hong Kong Jockey Club. 
www.bloodhorse.com 

Golden Sixty, Mogul triumph—from Page 6  

Marshall star seeking Guineas  
As expected both Seeking The Stars and Malmoos have stood their ground and are likely to 
be positioned at the top of the betting boards for the Cape Guineas on  
Saturday at Kenilworth. Vaughan Marshall’s Seeking The Stars is rated three points  
superior by the official handicappers on 117, and has produced highly impressive  
frontrunning displays in his last two outings.  
 
Malmoos is undefeated, and can be expected to have come on from his last appearance, where 
he was hard pressed in the Concorde Cup by another Marshall inmate in Linebacker, who also 
takes his place here.  And the ’Guineas king’ has another highly credible contender in Rascallion, 
who finished strongly in the Concorde, and is likely to thrive on the summer course. 

 
Race-7 (Turf)  R 750,000    1600m 16:45 Ref-263 

1st R450,000, 2nd R187,500, 3rd R75,000, 4th R37,500 
CAPE RACING PRESENTS THE CAPE GUINEAS (Grade 1) 
For 3 year-old horses (1st Leg SA Triple Crown) 

 
No Apprentice Allowance 

                  1  9 SEEKING THE STARS  60.0 117  BA   L Mxothwa         Vaughan Marshall 
                  2 10 MALMOOS            60.0 114   A  *L J Ferraris      Mike de Kock 
                  3  6 TEMPTING FATE      60.0 113 T A   S Veale           Dennis Drier 
                  4 14 LINEBACKER         60.0 112   A   D Dillon          Vaughan Marshall 
                  5  2 RASCALLION         60.0 109   A   A Domeyer         Vaughan Marshall 
                  6  8 SILVANO'S TIMER    60.0 108   A   K de Melo         Dean Kannemeyer 
                  7  5 HOEDSPRUIT         60.0 107   A   P Strydom         Justin Snaith 
                  8 13 THE GATEKEEPER     60.0 104   A   R Fourie          Justin Snaith 
                  9  1 WILLOW EXPRESS     60.0 104 T A   C Zackey          Sean Tarry   
                  10 11 JET DARK          60.0 100   A   G Cheyne          Justin Snaith 
                  11  4 INVINCABELLE      60.0  99   A   A Marcus          Brett Crawford 
                  12 15 LOOK FOR HOUNDS   60.0  96  BA   A Andrews         Vaughan Marshall 
                  13  3 CONTACT ZONE      60.0  95   A   S Mbhele          Vaughan Marshall 
                  14  7 RUSSIAN ROCK      60.0  95   A   G Behr            Dean Kannemeyer 
                  15 12 FAST LOVE         60.0  94 T A   M Winnaar         Glen Kotzen  
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Sodashi became the first white horse to win 
a Japanese Grade 1 race when the 2-year-
old daughter of the gray American-bred  
Kurofune (by French Deputy) won Sunday's 
72nd running of the $1.3-million Hanshin 
Juvenile Fillies Stakes at Hanshin  
Racecourse. 
 
Ridden by Hayato Yoshida, the Kaneko Makoto 
Holdings Co. homebred trained by Naosuke 
Sugai nosed out Satono Reinas and Chrisophe 
Lemaire while favored at odds of 2-1, with  
Uberleben and Mirco Demuro a neck back in 
third in the field of 18 Japanese-breds. 
 
Sodashi covered 1,600 meters (one mile) on 
firm turf in 1:32.40. The win in the Grade 1 
Hanshin Juvenile Fillies likely assured her the 
title of champion 2-year-old filly. 
 
The win was the fourth 
without a defeat for  
Sodashi, who was  
produced from   the 
white mare Buchiko 
(right—registered as 

white but had spots throughout her body), a 
daughter of the Kingmambo stallion King 
Kamehameha. Buchiko was produced from the 
white mare Shirayukihime, a daughter of the 
nearly jet-black Sunday Silence. 
 
Sodashi defeated maidens in her July debut, 
then took both the G3 Sapporo Nisai Stakes in 
September and the G3 Artemis Stakes in  
October. After being reluctant to load into the  
starting gate in the Hanshin Juvenile Fillies, the 
white filly raced in fourth early, moved to the 
lead in the final quarter mile then resolutely 
held off Satono Reinas in the closing stages. 
 
“Going into the race as favourite was a bit of a 
load, but I'm thrilled with the outcome,” jockey 
Yoshida said. 'She hated to even go near the 
gate but I'm relieved that all went well and that 
we were able to be positioned just as I hoped. 
The going affected her good turn of foot but 
she gave all she had. There is room for  
improvement, and I hope we can get her ready 
for next year's classics.” 
 
paulickreport.com—Watch Video Here 

Sodashi makes Japanese history 

Pic-Japan Racing Association. 

https://youtu.be/IDSW8WVxyKY
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

This is the 'monster' that weighs 100st 
(635kg), escapes his stable for more food… 
and could just be the world's biggest  
racehorse. Meet Australian sensation 
Shinshinto. 
 
This gigantic four-year-old is an absolute   
colossus - standing a whopping 18.2 hands 
from the ground to his shoulder blades, around 
6ft 1ins. That's around ten inches taller than the 
average thoroughbred. 
  
Legendary Frankel was considered a decent 
size at 16.1 hands, while Grand National  
winner Tiger Roll measures a meagre 15.2 
hands. Shinshinto eats 10kg of grains a day, 
'never leaves a drop' according to co-owner 

Marty Edwards and has even been known to 
snack on pigeons' nests. 
 
Weighing so much requires a diet of equally big 
proportions and, while a 'gentle giant', 
Shinshinto has been known to escape from his 
stable a few times in the search for more grub. 
 
Trainer Dave Murphy has the task of keeping 
the horse - who has won two races from eight - 
in tip top shape.  
 
He called Shinshinto a 'monster' and just  
keeping track of how much he eats seems a full
-time job - especially as he is still growing. 
  
thesun.co.uk 

 Is this the world’s biggest racehorse ? 


