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 Clouds gathering cash at Kenilworth  
With both Rainbow Bridge and Belgarion returning from breaks, it could pay to side with 
Candice Bass-Robinson’s talented mare Clouds Unfold (above-pic Chase Liebenberg) in 
Saturday’s Gr2 Green Point Stakes at Kenilworth, writes David Mollett. 

Not surprisingly, bookmakers have the Eric 
Sands and Justin Snaith stars as the leading 
fancies in the betting market, but Clouds Unfold 
and Cirillo have recent runs under their belts. In 
fact, the swinger coupling these two five-year-
olds could be the best way to bet in this 
1,600m contest. 
 
Clouds Unfold has earned more than R2.3m in 
stakes and it would be no surprise if Gaynor 
Rupert decided to retire her to the Drakenstein 
paddocks at the end of the season.  
 
However, last season’s Majorca Stakes winner 
can still add to her bankroll in the coming 
months. 
 
Though Sean Tarry’s season is going about as 
well as Arsenal’s in the Premier League, Cirillo 
looks likely to put in another brave effort for 
owner Chris van Niekerk.  

The son of Pomodoro will have blown away 
some cobwebs with his recent third behind 
Frosted Gold, and the blinkers go on this time. 
 
Champion apprentice Luke Ferraris will have 
been  delighted to have got the call to partner  
Rainbow Bridge for the first time.  
 
Warren Kennedy has ridden the 2019 Met  
winner in his last three starts but perhaps he 
feels the six-year-old will need the outing and 
he has more chance of success at Turffontein. 
 
(or perhaps Mr Sands wants a jockey who 
won’t be riding Summer Pudding in the Met –tt) 
 
A merit rating of 134 suggests Mike Rattray’s 
star is still the one to beat though Sands is  
unlikely to have him fully tuned with the Met six 
weeks away. 

(continues  Page 2) 
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Another Snaith inmate, Bayberry, has been 
priced up favourite for the Cape Summer  
Stayers Handicap and the four-year-old is 
weighted to turn the tables on Crome Yellow. 
 
Even so, Crome Yellow only got a two-point 
penalty for his recent narrow win and he can 
give his supporters a good run for their money 
once again. 
 
Holy Warrior is another runner better off with 
Crome Yellow;  promising apprentice Joshwin 
Solomons retains the ride. The gelding has to 
be included in exotic perms along with André 
Nel’s other runner, Kampala Campari. 
 
It’s an outstanding card at Kenilworth and 
Clouds Unfold’s half-sister Duplicity will bid to 
leave the maiden ranks in the first race.  
 
If punters need to get out of jail in the final 
event, the suggestion is to back the Grant van 
Niekerk mount Happy Aristocrat. 
 
Courtesy of Business Day. 

Snaith told anyone who cared to listen that  
Belgarion was weighted to win the Durban July, 
and his viewpoint was fully vindicated. On  
Saturday, the five-year-old meets Rainbow 
Bridge at level weights, which means he has a 
lot more on his plate. 
 
Belgarion’s rider Richard Fourie told Turf Talk 
during the week: “It’s a bit on the sharp side, 
but he must be respected. He’s had two nice 
gallops but obviously the Cape Met is his main 
aim for the season. Rainbow Bridge is clearly 
the one to beat.” 
 
We’ll see how the old adage about jockeys  
being the worst tipsters works out this time. 
Snaith told Winning Form: “Gallops have been 
good, so expect a positive run. Better over  
further.” 
 
A runner to consider for the quartet is another 
Drakenstein-bred, Wild Coast. The colt out of 
that wonderful mare Beach Beauty was  
reported to have choked up in a 1,400m race in  
November. 
 
Whatever the fate of Belgarion, Richard Fourie 
looks right in considering his mount Captain’s 
Ransom as the one to beat in the Gr1 Cape 
Fillies Guineas. He said: “She’s done nothing 
wrong and is very well. Her form is  
immaculate and solid.” 
 
The daughter of Captain Al — bred at  
Moutonshoek — goes to post the winner of 
three of her four starts and she beat the two 
years older Clouds Unfold in the Diana Stakes. 
There is, however, one mystery surrounding the 
Snaith inmate. A lot of punters like the  
website gallop.co.za which predicts a race’s 
finishing order. They don’t put Captain’s  
Ransom in the first six! 
 
From a favourable draw, the Adam Marcus  
runner Princess Calla is expected to mount a 
challenge to the favourite. The  daughter of 
Flower Alley is getting better with every run. 
 
A filly who may be improving at a rate of knots 
is Captain Ransom’s stablemate Dazzling Sun. 
She’s a daughter of Epsom Derby winner  
Camelot and her recent effortless handicap win 
puts her in the mix. 

Clouds gathering cash at Kenilworth—from page 1 

Molly’s Kenilworth Selections 

 
GREEN POINT STAKES 
1 (9) Clouds Unfold 
2 (3) Cirillo 
3 (1) Rainbow Bridge 
4 (2) Belgarion 

CAPE FILLIES GUINEAS 
1 (1) Captain’s Ransom 
2 (2) Princess Calla 
3 (8) Dazzling Sun 
4 (3) Due Diligence 

CAPE SUMMER STAYERS 
1 (3) Crome Yellow 
2 (7) Bayberry 
3 (9) Holy Warrior 
4 (1) Kampala Campari 
 
SOUTHERN CROSS STAKES 
1 (2) Run Fox Run 
2 (1) Celtic Sea 
3 (5) Phil’s Dancer 
4 (4) Hello Winter Hello 
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At the end of a historically tough year for 
Hong Kong racing, Magical arrives to end 
things on the upbeat in the Longines Hong 
Kong Cup (G1) on Sunday at Sha Tin.  

The Cup is one of four group 1 events  
comprising the Longines Hong Kong  
International Races, the high point of a season 
battered time and again by circumstance. 
 
The 2019-20 campaign was beset by  
sometimes violent street protests that shut 
down off-track wagering facilities, forced  
cancellations of two programs at Happy Valley 
Racecourse, and restricted attendance at the 
2019 HKIR by some two-thirds. Just as those 
problems began to fade, along came the 
COVID-19 pandemic, replete with lockdowns, 
quarantines, and more closures. 
 
Pandemic-related issues continued as the  
current season opened. Fans will not be  
admitted to the HKIR races, and only at virtually 
the last moment did the Hong Kong  
government agree to special protocols that  
enabled an international contingent of runners. 
To the relief of the Hong Kong Jockey Club, a 
talented lot from Japan and Ireland rode 
through that quarantine bubble to save the day. 

"To attract horses of this calibre to Hong Kong 
in any year is notable," said HKJC CEO  
Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges in the run-up to 
the event. "But to have them coming here at 
the end of a year when international racing has 
been rocked by a pandemic with all the  
attendant travel and quarantine issues is  
remarkable." 
 
Magical, likely making her last start,  
unquestionably is the star of the program. The 
5-year-old daughter of Galileo arrives on the 
back of a runner-up finish in the Longines 
Breeders' Cup Turf (G1T) at Keeneland Nov. 7. 
She has seven top-level victories and missed a 
top-three finish only once in her past 17 races 
for trainer Aidan O'Brien and the Coolmore 
"lads"—the 2019 Qatar Prix de l'Arc de  
Triomphe (G1). 
 
"She's been great for a long time, and it's  
fantastic that she's here," said jockey Ryan 
Moore, who arrived early to contest the  
Longines International Jockey Challenge. "The 
reality is they probably have her to beat. But, 
again, you always respect the horses that are 
in there." 
 
While she is no stranger to shipping and  
obviously remains in form, Magical will have to 
cope with seven rivals in the 2,000-meter 
(about 1 1/4-mile) Cup—with challenges from 
both the locals and the Japanese squad. 
 
Furore went through a 12-race win drought  
after taking down the 2019 BMW Hong Kong 
Derby. But he figures in the Cup after a recent 
resurgence and jockey switch to Joao Moreira 
that saw him win two in a row. 
 
Danon Premium, Win Bright and Normcore 
make up Japan's Cup crew. (to Page 6) 

Magical end to a hellish year? 

Magical at work on Thursday. Pic-Hong Kong Jockey Club 
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Danon Premium, a 5-year-old son of Deep  
Impact, is touted by some local handicappers 
as one of the day's best despite not having won 
a race in some 18 months. He was last seen  
finishing fourth behind Almond Eye in the  
Tenno Sho (Autumn, G1) Nov. 1 in Tokyo. 
 
Win Bright won the 2019 Hong Kong Cup by a 
short head over Magic Wand but hasn't fired in 
two starts since then. The 6-year-old by Stay 
Gold returned from a long layoff to finish 10th in 
the Tenno Sho (Autumn). Normcore was fourth 
in last year's Hong Kong Mile (G1) and  
stretches out to the distance of his most  
recent win, the Sapporo Kinen (G2) Aug. 23. 
 
Skalleti adds more international intrigue after a 
successful campaign in France that was  
followed by a runner-up showing in the QIPCO 
Champion Stakes (G1) at Ascot Oct. 17. The 
Cup is worth HK$25 million, or about US$3.23 
million. 
 
Hong Kong Sprint   
Classique Legend is co-rated with fellow  
Aussie Bivouac at the top of the sprinter  
category in the Longines World's Best  
Racecourse Rankings off his victory in the rich 
The Everest in October. He was exported to 
Hong Kong after that effort and makes his first 
start in the Hong Kong Sprint for new trainer 
Caspar Fownes, who says he's doing his best 
with the hand he's been dealt. 
 
Quarantine requirements precluded a prep race 
in Hong Kong, so Classique Legend enters the 
Sprint off trials. The grey gelding was then  
assigned gate 1 at the Dec. 9 barrier draw in 
abbreviated ceremonies at the socially  
distanced Sha Tin parade ring. 
 
"I was really hoping for gate 5, to tell you the 
truth, all the way before the draw started," 
Fownes said. "He's a horse that needs a bit of 

room. Anyway, it is what it is. Most people 
won't complain about draw 1. He'll be ridden to 
get his chance and we'll see it happens." 

If Classique Legend lives up to his classic  
legend, he should have the edge on the rest of 
the local competitors. Chief among them is Hot 
King Prawn, always competitive at the top level 
and second in the local prep for the Sprint. 
 
"He's very consistent," Moreira said of Hot King 
Prawn. "That's the kind of horse that you dream 
to have. Unfortunately, he hasn't won a group 1 
as of yet, but it might be this term." 
 
Japan's Tower of London and Danon 
Smash comprise the international competition 
in the field of 14 for the Sprint. Tower of  
London, a 5-year-old son of Raven's Pass,  
captured the 2019 Sprinters Stakes (G1) at  
Nakayama and has been used sparingly since 
without much success.  
 
Danon Smash is a 5-year-old by Lord Kanaloa, 
a two-time winner of the Hong Kong Sprint. He 
exits a second in this year's Sprinters Stakes 
and will look to improve on an eighth-place  
finish in last year's visit to Sha Tin. 
 
bloodhorse.com 

Magical end to a hellish year?—from Page 4  

Classique Legend.                             Pic-Hong Kong Jockey Club 
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

This beautiful girl is Sodashi, an undefeated 
2yo filly who not surprisingly has attained 
cult status in Japan. 
 
Already the holder of two Gr3 titles, she goes 
for a fourth win on Sunday in the Gr1 Hanshin 
Juvenile Fillies (1600m), where she is likely to 
jump favourite. 
 
Sodashi is officially registered as white, an  
extremely rare classification. She is the first foal 
of the white Buchiko. 
 
Buchiko’s dam Shirayukihime (meaning snow 
white princess) was by Sunday Silence and has 
produced ten foals, all but one of which were 
registered as white on their passports. –tt    

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Sodashi looks picture perfect 
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