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 ‘We are willing and able’ says Todd 
South Africa can’t export horses directly to the European Union, thanks to a leftover from 
an outbreak of African Horse Sickness in 2011. The World Health Organisation set up  
protocols on moving animals around the world and we have been stuck in limbo since. 

Whenever there’s an outbreak, a two-year ban 
starts again, and there have been a few  
outbreaks since then. When the ban is up, a 
country can apply for an audit, which can take 
up to nine months. 
 
Although South Africa has been disease-free 
for some time now and an audit was scheduled 
in April to free up exports from the local  
industry, the Covid-19 lockdown threw a  
spanner in the works and it has been  
postponed indefinitely.  
 
Coronavirus aside, the delay is mostly due to 
other “trade irritants”, as Peter Fabricius  
referred to in his report on the first ministerial 
conference between SA and the EU in four 
years, in July. 
 
Adrian Todd, managing director of SA Equine 
Health and Protocols, tells me we have been 

willing and able to export horses since the end 
of 2018. We have been left with only one  
option: to send horses offshore via Mauritius. 
There is an agreement in place that allows us 
to do that.  
 
They can’t go anywhere else directly. They 
can’t go from Mauritius to Dubai or from  
Mauritius to Australia – they have to go to  
Europe and then from Europe to the relevant 
places.  
 
It adds great cost and time delays to the local 
breeders’ and trainers’ supply chain. They are 
bound to a 21-day pre-export isolation in SA, 
then have to fly their horses to Mauritius where 
they have to remain for 90 days, 40 of which 
are in pre-export quarantine. 
 
Todd says South Africa’s current inability to 
trade with the EU has resulted in (to Page 2) 
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achieved within three years into markets from 
Singapore to Australia. 
 
The opening of an export market for South  
African thoroughbreds will result in significant  
investment in breeding stock by South African 
breeders. The South African thoroughbred 
market has traditionally focused on Europe 
when purchasing breeding stock to expand and 
diversify the genetic pool. 
 
International trade will provide SA breeders 
with the capital to expand the breeding herd.  
 
In recent years, in expectation of exports  
opening, SA breeders imported, on average, 
breeding stock from Europe to the value of R50
-million per year. This sharply decreased as the 
opening of export markets took too long. It is 
conservatively estimated that the average  
value of an import market to South Africa from 
Europe would be R50-million annually. 
 
This is an analysis by Ruan Jooste, Business 
Maverick associate editor and originally  
appeared in dailymaverick.co.za. 

an inability to trade directly with other key  
markets such as Dubai. It has even placed a 
damper on future prospects.  
 
For example, Hong Kong has indicated that as 
soon as our export routes to the EU are open, it 
will conduct its own inspection with a view to 
lifting the current suspension. 
 
SA supports more than 177,000 jobs in the  
local horse racing space, but it has been  
shedding jobs at warp speed over the past 
three years.  
 
“If our breeders can’t sell their stock in hard  
currency, they can’t grow the local industry  
organically,” Todd says. 
 
Mike de Kock, a renowned horse trainer who 
has been in the industry since 1984, says local 
stockholders are taking extreme strain. He was 
training over 100 racehorses for owners in  
Dubai not too long ago, and it has dwindled to 
40. He had to close his offices in the UK and 
Middle East as a consequence of the export 
ban. 
 
Projections indicate that more than 600 horses, 
including racehorses mainly for breeding  
purposes, warmbloods and endurance horses, 
can be exported to the Middle East annually. 
 
Endurance horse racing is a niche equestrian 
sport that is rapidly growing in popularity there, 
and Dubai is South Africa’s biggest trade depot 
in the area. 
 
The Department of Trade, Industry and  
Competition has been pushing hard for the  
issue to be resolved, but the EU has held the 
process to ransom due to trade issues such as 
poultry exports. The horse industry has been 
the collateral damage.   
 
The next big auctions in January and April next 
year will be a bloodbath if the hold-up is not  
resolved.  
 
Last year, 40% of sales was sourced from  
international money. The export potential of the 
SA equine industry is vast, and experts tell me 
it can be grown up to R1-billion a year. It is  
expected that these numbers could be 

SA willing and able says Todd—from page 1 

Allan Bloodlines win awards 
Allan Bloodlines, the international  
Bloodstock Investor and Consultant long 
established in South Africa, is the recipient 
of two SME News Southern Enterprise 
Awards in England. 
 
SME News draws on its UK wide network of 
industry insiders to provide the  latest news, 
cutting edge features and latest deals from 
across the UK. In its annual awards scheme, 
dozens of Small and Medium Enterprises are 
nominated in multiple industries.   
 
Allan Bloodlines won Best Small Global  
Enterprise,  reflecting its international work and 
Best Racehorse Ownership & Investment Con-
sultant. 
 
Allan Bloodlines has its own band of a dozen 
owned broodmares in South Africa along with 
another dozen as Nominee in overseas  
investment projects. For further information 
contact davidallan@allanbloodlines.com or 
symvanniekerk@allanbloodlines.com. –tt 
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Just when you thought 2020 couldn’t get 
any stranger, Zac Purton and Tony Millard 
set aside their differences to share the  
spotlight in a Longines International  
Jockeys’ Championship like no other. 
 
Can someone check to see if hell has frozen 
over? 
 
To describe their relationship as frosty would 
be like saying the ocean is wet, but the luck of 
the IJC draw brought the two men, who  
famously combined to win two Group Ones with 
Ambitious Dragon in 2012-13, together for the 
first time since June 2017. 
 
It’s amazing how a common goal – a winner 
and the prospect of bulk cash – can bring two 
bulls together. 

The result was both did their jobs exceptionally 
well to ensure Gift Of Lifeline crossed the line 
first in the third leg of the series as they  
combined for their first winner since March 
2015. 
 
It gave Purton the impetus to collect his second 
IJC title while Millard, who also won the second 
leg of the event with Gallant Crown, took out 
the inaugural HK$200,000 bonus as the leading 
trainer. 
 
The two were very amicable pre-race, Millard 
even yelled “go Zac” in the closing stages and 
both smiled in the winner’s circle together, 
much to the amusement of the photographers 
lined up around the mounting yard and the 
trainers looking on. 
(continues Page 6) 

Millard and Purton bury hatchet 
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The band was officially back together – at least 
for one night. 
 
“Dad was happy, he’s invited me around for 
Christmas – turkey I think,” Purton quipped  
immediately after the race. 
 
But the 37-year-old dropped the showmanship 
after the meeting, taking a more optimistic view 
of the situation. 
 
“Hopefully we’ve broken the ice there and we 
can put our long run of outs behind us and just 
get on with business,” Purton said. 
 
Gift Of Lifeline’s win (below) was the highlight 
of a competitive IJC, which went right down to 
the wire. 

Purton secured the title with 20 points after  
minor placings on Fearless Fire in the second 
leg and Flying Bonus in the fourth race. 
 
It gave the Australian his second IJC title – he 
won his first in 2017 – while he also took home 
a HK$500,000 cheque. 
 
“Certainly it feels nice to have won it again – it’s 
another moment that I’ll cherish,” Purton said.  
  

“Especially when it’s in a competition as  
prestigious as this and there is so much on the 
line.” 
 
Joao Moreira, who won the opening leg of the 
series on Gouten Of Garo, had to settle for  
second on 16 points, while Alexis Badel and 
British visitor Hollie Doyle (12 points) were tied 
for third after winning aboard Gallant Crown 
and Harmony N Blessed (below), respectively.  

The occasion itself was surreal, like most 
things during this pandemic. 
 
Typically, the grandstands are heaving as  
punters cram into the beer garden, music is 
pumping and the night sky is filled with  
fireworks. 
 
Instead, there were just 195 owners on track 
with officials on edge as they tried to ensure 
the protocols were followed by all involved – be 
they quarantine or social distancing  
requirements. - www.scmp.com 
 
  
  
 
  
 

Millard and Purton bury hatchet—from Page 4  

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 
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High Born Lady, a fluent winner of her 
1200m debut at the Vaal on 5 December, 
had some behavioural problems as a 
younger horse, and trainers Mike and Adam 
Azzie called on Malan du Toit for help. 
 
Malan tells: “I’ve had a long and good working 
relationship with Mike and Adam, working with 
horses like Abashiri, Rivarine and years ago 
with the mare Mochachino, they’ve always 
called for help when it was necessary. 
 
“Adam had experienced undue problems at the 
pens with High Born Lady, a really nice filly, so 
he asked for assistance. 
 
“One of the reasons for High Born Lady’s  
fractiousness was that she didn’t focus, she 
was easily distracted and it took a long time to 
get her to focus on me so I could work with her. 
 
“I took her away from the stalls, a few steps 
back in the process, and we started in a  
paddock for as while so she could get her  
behaviour in control, to teach her what I  
expected of her. 
 
“From there, it was back to he starting stalls, 
she took a while but reacted well, and Adam 
passed her trough the pens himself. 
 
 “The starter told me that things used to be 
quote chaotic around her at stalls practice and 
recommended that I’d be there for her first start 
and I am I glad I was, because being a big field 
and her first run there was plenty to distract 
her. 
 
“We took her to the start at the Vaal, just did 
the basics and she was fine, because we knew 
each other well, I loaded her third or fourth from 
last, she went in without hassles.  
 
“She was just a little difficult once in her stall, 
but she jumped well and won a good race,  
going away by three lengths.” 
 
Adam Azzie said: “Over the years, in working 
with Malan, he has taught me the important  
basics which I often apply successfully.  
 
“I worked for several months with High Born  
Lady, as noted she was battling to focus and 
stubborn, and I know from experience when it 
is time to call in Malan’s help, he is world 
class.” 
 

High Born Lady, by Master Of My Fate from My 
Kazzie, races for Team Valor’s Barry Irwin, 
Vanashree and Anant Singh. 

“She’s an important filly with important owners, 
and Barry is chuffed with her first win,” Malan 
concluded. 
  
www.malandutoit.co.za 

High Born Lady before Malan’s intervention. 
Even her colour has changed! -tt 

Malan has his way with High Born Lady 

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, PAST 
ISSUES CAN BE FOUND AT 

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Those that have been lucky enough to be at 
Kenilworth  over the last few weeks would 
have been impressed by  the renovations to 
the RA Room. 
 
With the new look, and as Cape Racing is  
making a fresh beginning, the time is right to 
introduce a new name.  
 
And they want the racing public to embrace that 
challenge. Do you have a name that you think 
could work?  
 
Email your ideas to info@caperacing.co.za or 
Whatsapp (063 929 8630) and you could win a 
table and lunch for 4 people on a race day of 
your choice. –tt 
 

Name Kenilworth RA room and win a prize 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

