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Hong Kong a model for the world  
In this most difficult year the contrast between how racing organisations across the world 
have coped with disrupted action on the track and falling income off-course could not be 
more stark in comparison with how the Hong Kong Jockey Club has continued to thrive. 

Rather than looking to government for funds, 
the HKJC has been able to donate resources 
to help Hong Kong alleviate the most debilitat-
ing effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, providing 
HK$610 million (£58.5m or R1.18 billion) in 
funding. 
 
In the early months of the crisis that money 
went towards immediate needs such as the 
purchase of 15 million facemasks, half a million 
care packs of essential supplies, funding free 
data bandwidth to more than 100,000 low-
income students during school closures, and a 
food programme for the unemployed and those 
not receiving other assistance. 
 
As Hong Kong moves into the post-pandemic 
landscape, funds generated by the HKJC will 
help first-time job seekers, the education sector 
and many other critical needs. 
 
First, though, comes a high point of Hong 
Kong' s racing year, the Longines International 
Races (HKIR).  
 
Every December for three decades they have 
been drawing the cream of the world's  
performers and this Sunday will be no different 

when the chief celebrity visitor to Sha Tin will 
be Coolmore's magnificent mare Magical,  
contesting her 14th consecutive race at Group 
1 level, but her first in Hong Kong. 
 
It is testament to the appeal of racing in Hong 
Kong to its local followers and a global  
audience through commingling, that  
prize-money for the Longines HKIR is  
compellingly alluring. 
 
The HK$28 million (£2.68m) Hong Kong Cup 
over 1m2f, the HK$25 million (£2.4m) Mile and 
the HK$22 million (£2.1m) 6f Sprint remain the 
world’s richest Group 1 races on turf over their 
respective distances. The fourth of the Interna-
tional Races, the HK$20 million (£1.9m) Vase 
(1m4f), won by Highland Reel in 2015 and 
2017, is hardly a paltry purse either. 
 
HKJC's executive director of racing, Andrew 
Harding, explains the strategy:  
 
"Despite the issues  associated  with  Covid-19, 
providing prize-money  at the level to which the 
Club has  committed  encourages  owners and 
ensures Hong Kong’s elite races  are  attractive 
to overseas competitors. (continues Page 2)  

 Admire Mars (white face) lands the 2019 Hong Kong Mile and will attempt a repeat this Sunday. Pic: Edward Whitaker 
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our reactivation strategies. Who can really 
know what 2021 holds for the world. What I can 
promise is that on 14 December 2020 we will 
roll up our sleeves and start working to ensure 
the 2021 edition of the Longines HKIR will be 
exhilarating and we will be planning an  
unforgettable experience for everyone who 
joins us." 
 
Stars of one of racing’s great carnivals 
The 2020 edition of the Longines HKIR may be 
different but it will still be one of global racing’s 
great carnivals, says Andrew Harding. "By 
bringing together some of the world’s best 
racehorses and jockeys we hope we can  
provide spectacular sporting entertainment for 
the millions of fans of Hong Kong racing  
globally, and exhibit Hong Kong’s inimitable 
can-do spirit. 
 
"Golden Sixty, who became only the second 
horse to do a clean sweep of the four-year-old 
classic series when winning the BMW Hong 
Kong Derby, will spearhead the local brigade in 
the Mile. He's the winner of ten consecutive 
races, holding a record of 13 wins from 14 
starts. 
 
"Hong Kong’s highest earner Beauty  
Generation, a back-to-back Longines Hong 
Kong Mile winner in 2017 and  2018, will return 
for his fourth crack at the race, this time under 
the guidance of David Hayes and will reoppose 
last year’s winner Admire Mars. 
 
"Classique Legend has had the Sprint as his 
target since his win in The Everest at Royal 
Randwick, when beating a field which featured 
seven individual Group 1 winners." 
 
As Richard Cheung points out, attracting the 
best racehorses in the world is more important 
than beating them. "That's why we post such a 
large purse for the Hong Kong Vase of 
HK$20m (£1.9m) when our small racehorse 
population means our comparative strength is 
not at the staying distance [1m4f]. 
  
"In 2018 Beauty Generation, Mr Stunning,  
Exultant and Glorious Forever made history for 
the home side in achieving a clean sweep of all 
four Group 1 events at a single HKIR for the 
first time." www.racingpost.com 

“We identified a need to increase the prize fund 
for six  Group 1  races,  notably  the  Longines 
Hong Kong Sprint,  which regains  its status as 
the world’s richest Group 1 turf sprint." 
 
Betting on the HKIR, and thereby helping to 
support this commitment to prize-money, will be 
a global audience. 
 
"Fans from more than 27 racing jurisdictions will 
be betting into the Hong Kong pool through our 
60 wagering partners for our International  
Races," says Richard Cheung, HKJC's  
executive director of customer and international 
business development. 
  
"This year, more than 90 per cent of bets 
placed were online, the majority on our two  
mobile betting apps" 
  
However, it is not only international fans who 
are important to maintaining high turnover and 
therefore prize-money as local punters have not 
been deterred by being unable to visit Sha Tin 
and Happy Valley, or off-course betting outlets, 
for most of this year. 
 
"Last season, thanks to digital readiness and 
customer migration, we had only a single-digit 
reduction in horserace wagering," Cheung 
says. "This season, we have actually seen a 
strong rebound and double-digit growth, partly 
caused by reduced entertainment options for 
customers during Covid. 
  
The absence of racegoers in the vast Sha Tin 
grandstands for the HKIR will seem strange for 
those who have witnessed the tumultuous,  
enthusiastic crowds at previous runnings, but it 
was a necessary measure, as Andrew Harding 
explains:  
 
"We know our fans will be disappointed they 
can't enjoy the racing experience, especially 
these marquee international events, but we're 
really pleased the continuation of horseracing 
has provided essential stay-at-home  
entertainment for so many. 
    
"Obviously, we look forward eagerly to the day 
when we return to welcoming large numbers of 
spectators and we are already starting to plan 

Hong Kong a model for the world—from page 1 
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Teenage apprentice Kaidan Brewer took 
time out from Matric exams to ride his first  
winner at Greyville yesterday. 

Roy’s Magic (13-1) was produced from well off 
the pace to take the MR64 Apprentice  
Handicap over 1200m easily for trainer Kom 
Naidoo and owner Roy Moodley.  

It took him 26 rides to get there, but Academy 
riding master Nicky Roebuck sees better times 
ahead for Kaidan. 
 
“It was a nice balanced ride. He had the horse 
settled nicely, and pulled out at the right time.  

“He’s a nice kid, and is starting to get better 
opportunities. Now that he’s broken the ice, I 
think he’s going to do just fine.” 
 
And to prove that his feet remain on the 
ground, I received this reply when seeking an 
audience with the  man of the moment.  
 
“Hi there sir. I am very busy today as I am  
writing exams tomorrow.” 
 
Nothing like getting your priorities right! –tt 
(All pics Candiese Lenferna) 

Brewer can toast his first success 
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Local superstar Hawwaam  left Mauritius for 
the UK yesterday after 90 days in  
quarantine.  
 
He will have to spend at least six months  there 
before heading on to his final destination. 
 
Mike de Kock’s Silvano entire won five Gr1’s, 
and wherever he ends up, his racing career will 
be followed closely by all local racing fans. 
 
Nothing is cast in stone, but back in June after 
his final SA appearance when winning the 
WSB Champions Challenge, De Kock put the 
following strong hint on his  
mikedekockracing.com website.  

“I know what it takes to win abroad and  
Hawwaam is more than good enough to win a 
Grade 1 race in Australia. I’d like to see him 
race in Australia.”  
 
And if he does make his home down under, he 
could be joining a very much in-form  
operation.   
 
Since they formed their training partnership on 
1 October, Robbie Griffiths and Mathew de 
Kock have racked up 18 winners from 70  
runners. That’s a strike rate of 18.6%. Could 
SA have a very much alive runner in the 2021 
Cox Plate and Melbourne Cup?  
Watch this space. –tt  

Hawwaam en-route to UK 

Taylor(left) taking on Kieren Fallon in Dubai 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Forget pre-race tactical talks, walking the 
track and analysis of rivals –  
mathematicians in France believe they have 
pinpointed the best way for a horse to be 
ridden in a race. 

Analysis of speed data of horses running at 
Chantilly, provided to researchers by France 
Galop, determined the key to success is a fast 
start, allowing horses to reach their maximum 
oxygen consumption rate (VO2 max) as quickly 
as possible. 
 
The study, published in peer-reviewed scientific 
journal Plos One, outlined how jockeys often 
started slower than ideally, believing that if their 
horse went too fast at the start it would be  
adversely affected at the end. 
 
Studying races run over 1,300 metres for two-
year-olds, 1,900m for three-year-olds and 
2,100m for four-year-olds, scientists concluded 
the horse who reaches and maintains its VO2 
max for longest has the best chance of winning, 
with its deceleration at the end slower  
compared to its competitors. 
 
It says: "A strong acceleration at the beginning 
of the race allows to reach the maximal value of 
VO2 quickly and is the best strategy. 
 
"Jockeys often start slower than the optimal 
strategy, being afraid that if the horse  

accelerates too strongly with respect to its  
capacity at the beginning of the race, then the 
drop in velocity at the end of the race will be 
bigger." 
 
Researchers Quentin Mercier and Amandine 
Aftalion, mathematicians at the School for  
Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences in 
Paris, acknowledged horses who had a  
tendency to slow down rapidly at the end of 
races might require tactics tailored to allow 
them to finish better, rather than also being 
asked to start quickly. 
 
They said: "Horses that have a tendency to 
slow down too much at the end of the race 
should put less force at the beginning and slow 
down slightly through the whole race in order to 
have the ability to maintain velocity at the end." 
 
The mathematicians concluded that individual 
horse information, such as its unique aerobic 
capacity, could be used as part of the model by 
trainers to create specific tactics to employ in a 
race to give the horse the best chance of  
winning. www.racingpost.com 

How to get a horse to win…..simple 
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