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Fourie seeks fourth Fillies Guineas  
Richard Fourie can’t wait for the weekend as he contemplates his prospects in the Grade 1 
WSB Cape Fillies Guineas at Kenilworth this Saturday.  

He rides Captain’s Ransom, already a winner 
at Listed and Grade 3 level. And when taking  
the Diana Stakes at Durbanville last time, she  
quickened up impressively to defeat older dual 
Gr1 winner Clouds Unfold going away.  
 
Apprentice Joshwin Solomons rode her that 
day as she carried a mere 50kg. But the back-
on-board Fourie is brimming with confidence. 
 
“She’s done nothing wrong and is very well. 
Her form is immaculate and solid.  
 
“Is War Of Athena coming? She could make a 
race of it, otherwise I think my danger is my 
stable companion Dazzling Sun. But I’m very 
bullish.”  
 
(p.s. Richard no War Of Athena, so you can be 
even more bullish -tt ed)  

And he has a rich race history in partnership 
with Justin Snaith – they have combined for 
three previous victories with Captain’s Lover 
(2007), Sparkling Gem (2008) and In The Fast 
Lane (2013). So the next one seems overdue.  
 
Then in the Grade 2 Green Point Stakes he 
rides the now five-year-old Vodacom July hero 
Belgarion, who was undefeated in five starts 
last season after gelding.  
 
“It’s a bit on the sharp side, but he must be  
respected. He’s had two nice gallops, but  
obviously the Cape Met is his main aim for the 
season. Rainbow Bridge is clearly the one to 
beat.” 
 
And in the Grade 3 Cape Summer Stayers 
Handicap over 2500m he partners consistent 
Bayberry.  (to Page 2)   

In pre-COVID times Fourie, Snaith and owners Mr and the Hon. Mrs Foster enjoy Belgarion’s Peninsula win on 11 Jan. 

Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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He made his debut at Greyville on the final day 
of 2002. His first ride finished runner up, and 
later in the day even money favourite  
Daddy Cool dead heated to give him  
something to celebrate as New Year dawned.        
 
And after being champion apprentice in 2003/4, 
he has never really looked back. The career 
tally of winners now stands around the 1450 
mark, and after just turning 35 the  
other day he is in his prime. There are  
countless more to look forward to.  
 
Twenty-six of those have been at Grade 1  
level, with a distance range of 1000-3200m. 
That was the then Canon Gold Cup with  
Mokaro in 2009, when it was still a Gr1.  
  
Fourie has had a couple of successful stints in 
Hong Kong in the past but has no immediate 
plans to venture overseas again: “You never 
know what will happen in the future, but it’s not 
a top priority. I am in a very powerful yard 
which is getting stronger and am in a good 
space at the moment,” is his comment on the 
possibility.  
 
A dedicated family man, Richard is married to 
Tatum, and has three daughters Mia (12), Bella 
(8) and Ava (6). –tt 

“He stays well and has a nice galloping weight 
(54.5kg). He has to be in with a big shout.”  
 
Richard also takes charge of champion sprinter 
Kasimir in the 1000m Pinnacle Stakes.  
 
“Now that he’s older 1000m is a bit quick for 
him. After he won the Matchem over 1400m 
last time I was actually keen to run him in the 
Green Point over 1600m.” 
 
And this is a star-studded Pinnacle, as Kasimir 
is joined by four fellow Gr1 winners in  
Rivarine, Pacific Trader, Russet Air, and Bold 
Respect, with the first three all scoring their big 
win over this distance.    
 
“We’ve been trying Kasimir in cheek pieces, 
and he put up a sensational gallop last week, 
He will be the one to beat in the Diadem over 
1200m at the end of Feb.” 
 
But    before    that    is    the    Cape     Flying  
Championship   on   Cape   Met   day  over  the 
minimum trip.  
 
“Erik The Red is doing great. In fact he’s better 
than Kasimir was at three. I think he will be 
hard to beat there with 56,5kg.” 
 
Use it, don’t use it etc etc.    
 
No horsey background 
 
Long one of our very best riders, Richard 
doesn’t come from a horsey background, and 
had no thoughts of becoming a jockey until a 
family friend suggested it.  
 
He joined the academy in 2001, and it wasn’t 
long before any regular racing watcher realized 
that here was an apprentice with real talent who 
was worth following.  
 
He credits now retired riding master Vincent 
Curtis with shaping the raw material into what 
he is today.  
 
“Mr Curtis is a great teacher, and has so much 
knowledge and experience of the game. He  
really taught me a lot at the academy” he  
enthuses.  

Fourie seeks fourth Fillies Guineas—from page 1 

WSB Fillies Guineas  (all to carry 60kg) 
No. Dr. Horse MR Equipment Jockey Trainer 
1  6 CAPTAIN'S RANSOM 116 A  R Fourie  
J Snaith 
2  2 PRINCESS CALLA  108   A   C Zackey          
A Marcus   
3  7 DUE DILIGENCE     106  BA   G Lerena          
M de Kock  
4  3 ZARINA                    106   A  *J Solomons  
C Bass-Robinson 
5  1 TRICKSTER    104   A K de Melo J Snaith 
6 11 LEMON DELIGHT   101   A   G Cheyne          
C Bass-Robinson 
7  5 BALLROOM BLISS    94   A   A Andrews         
C Bass-Robinson 
8  9 DAZZLING SUN         94  A G van Niekerk  
J Snaith 
9 10 LA LUVIA      94 T A   L Hewitson  S Tarry 
10  4 CHAT CHING           89   A   A Domeyer         
C Bass-Robinson 
11  8 SCENTED MISTRESS 89   A   S Mbhele          
V Marshall 
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A determined Karis Teetan will defend his 
LONGINES International Jockeys’  
Championship crown on Wednesday  
(9 December) at Happy Valley against 11 
world class rivals as he bids to become the 
second back-to-back winner of the  
challenge. 
 
“I won it last year – it’s made me hungry to try 
and win it again this year, so I will be giving it 
my best,” Teetan said. 

Teetan will look to join fellow South African 
Jockey Academy graduate Douglas Whyte 
(2007 & 2008) as a successful defender of their 
LONGINES IJC title. 
 
The Mauritian secured his first in 2019 with a 
hugely consistent effort across the four-race 
spectacular, taking home the coveted silver 
whip and first prize of HK$500,000. 
 
“I wouldn’t say I was nervous but I definitely felt 
the pressure – we’re human and it did get to 
me, it’s the world’s biggest stage and you’ve 
got all these top jockeys around you from the 
world,” Teetan said. 

After notching a third and a first from the initial 
two legs, he was in pole position, before edging 
past rivals with another third-placed effort in the 
decider.   
 
“You definitely feel the pressure but I was not 
like nervous that I couldn’t do it but I did have to 
keep my cool and try to relax.  
 
“I’ve ridden at the Happy Valley track for so 
long so I just had to try and ride and do what 
I’ve been doing and it worked out perfectly.” 
 
The Mauritian ace shrugged off pressure, a 
world-class line-up and, with a bit of luck he 
captured his maiden LONGINES IJC triumph – 
with a bit of help from a fast-finishing High Rev. 
 
“It was a bit heads up and heads down – I knew 
I had finished off strongly but I knew there were 
a few horses on my inside and I had a feeling I 
was there but I wasn’t sure. 
 
“When I saw the number go up, I still wasn’t 
sure how many points ahead I was but when I 
came in Umberto Rispoli told me ‘You won it – 
don’t worry’, so then I got excited,” Teetan said. 
 
Four points for third was all Teetan needed 
from High Rev and that’s what he got as he 
leap-frogged Ryan Moore into first place,  
winning with 20 points to Moore’s 18.   
 
“There’s a lot of jockeys in the challenge who 
have ridden in Hong Kong but most of the guys 
that come sometimes have good experience. 
 
“But us Hong Kong-based riders are in and out 
of Happy Valley every week so we sort of know 
how the track is running, where it’s running, 
and what’s happening – it definitely helps that 
we get to ride on it every week,” Teetan said. 
(Continues Page 6) 

Teetan hungry for International defence 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Teetan rode a career-high 93 wins last season 
and snared a second Hong Kong G1 aboard Mr 
Stunning in the 2020 Chairman’s Sprint Prize 
(1200m). 

 
“I would say winning the challenge helped me 
even in Hong Kong, more owners have seen 
me on the big stage and trainers have noticed, 
even now and it’s a big challenge and of course 
to win it was something really special.” 
 
“It’s one of the biggest events for jockeys 
around the world, and last year you saw how 
many people travelled to Hong Kong for the 
week and the weekend of the International  
races at Sha Tin,” Teetan said. 
 
Teetan’s first Hong Kong win came at his first 
ride back in September 2013, saluting aboard 
Amazing Always for David Ferraris. Since then, 
the Mauritian has added a further 418 to his 
running total. 
 
South Africa’s Champion Apprentice of 2008 
has thrived in Hong Kong’s tough environment 
with considerable success and he now ranks 
among the circuit’s best. 
 
“It meant a lot, being in Hong Kong and  
achieving big things like that, to put yourself on 

the world stage, this place only makes you  
improve – looking back it was such a great  
experience and something that I will never  
forget,” Teetan said. 
 
racingnews.hkjc.com 

Teetan hungry for defence—from Page 4 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
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FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 
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Aussie site punters.com.au seem to be  
developing an obsession with journeyman 
former SA riders. After Denicious Smith a 
few days ago, now it’s the turn of Chris 
‘Chippy’ Taylor –tt. 
 
How did you come to be a jockey? 
 
I went to the South African jockeys' academy in 
'94 - I was actually in the same year as Glyn 
Schofield and Jeff Lloyd's brother-in-law Ryan 
Roberts, who manages Glyn, Kathy O'Hara, 
Keagan Latham etc in Sydney. 
 
And it's taken you around the world - tell us 
about where you've been and where you've 
ridden. 
 
I finished my apprenticeship with David  
Ferraris, who now trains in Hong Kong - I did 
my last year with him. About two years after I 
came out of my time, I had a bad car accident 
and it wasn't happening back home [career-
wise] - and I got an offer to go do trackwork in 
Dubai, just to refresh. 
 
 I got involved with the South African horses 
there - Ipi Tombe, Victory Moon, Jay Peg, 
Mourilyan, who ended up coming here for the 
Melbourne Cup, running third with Glyn 
Schofield on. 
 
I had a good few winners in Qatar, I ended up 
winning the first Group race there—the G3  
Barzan Cup . And won the Heir Apparent  
Trophy, the first leg of the Triple Crown. 
 
Tell us the difference between riding 
Arabians and thoroughbreds? 
 
They're obviously smaller, and thoroughbreds' 
average racing speed is 12s a furlong, whereas 
an Arabian you're looking at 13s a furlong.   It's 

an   up-and-down  action,  it's  not a  stretching  
action. That  helped  open  up  a  few  doors.  I  
ended  up  riding  at  the   Dubai   World   Cup 
meeting in the Arabian G1 race. 

So how did Australia come about? 
 
I did seven seasons in Dubai. I went back to 
South Africa to set up house and whatnot, and I 
got another contract to go to Abu Dhabi to ride 
for the President's stables.  
 
I rode with Kieren Fallon and Olivier Peslier 
there. After that season, we were like it's time 
to go home, we had the boys [twins, now aged 
8]. 
  
We saw big improvements in South Africa, but 
one Tuesday afternoon when I was doing my 
declarations for rides, we had a hijacking  
outside our six-house complex. Our neighbour 
got hijacked outside the gate. That happened 
at 11am.  
 
By 2pm, I'd sent my CV all around the world - 
Australia, Hong Kong, USA, Dubai … within a 
couple of hours, I got some replies and six 
months later I was gone. We landed on  
Christmas Eve, coming up to five years ago 
now. 
(continues Page 11) 

Chris Taylor thriving in Australia 

Taylor(left) taking on Kieren Fallon in Dubai 
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What do you love most about the job? 
 
For me, it's finding a good one. I've been lucky 
to find some good horses to work with, and 
been lucky enough to ride a couple of decent 
ones at the races. 
 
Best horse you've sat on? 
 
As a thoroughbred, the best horse I've worked 
with is the South African horse Ipi Tombe - she 
was the Winx of her time. She won in four 
countries [Zim, SA, UAE, USA], unbeaten her 
last 10 starts. She ran in Dubai three times, 
and broke the track record three times. 
 
She was owned by Team Valor. Took on the 
colts, gave them weight and still thrashed them. 
She worked better on the sand, and I reckon if 
they ran her in the World Cup, she'd have won 
that as well. 
 
Jay Peg - he won the Duty Free and the  
Singapore Cup. I was his main rider when we  
travelled to Singapore. Probably the best horse 
I rode in a race and won on, was the Arabian, 
Mizzna. 
 
And the worst part about the job? 
 
Trying to lose weight when you know you 
should be lighter. I hate having to lose weight, I 
used to ride minimum weight back home, 52kg. 
 
Walking around a couple of kilos heavier, then 
knowing you still have to take it off. Especially 
when you take rides on horses that aren't ready 
or aren't good enough. 
 
If you weren't a jockey, what would you be 
doing? 
 
When I was younger, I had applied for the Air 
Force. 
 
One of the other jocks then came to me and 
said you've trained so hard for so long, just do 
what you need to do. It was one of the best 
pieces of advice I got. It [the career] just kicked 
on from there. But as a youngster, it [the 
dream] was a pilot. 
 
Before we left South Africa, we had a food 
truck that was doing pizza cones that my wife 
ran and designed, hand-held pizza cones 
which was a good product. 

If we hadn't left, we'd have franchised it back 
home, and it might be something we look at 
doing once we're more settled here. 
 
Three-wide no cover, or three-back the 
fence? 
 
For me, it depends on the pace of the race. 
Three wide no cover if you've got a long-
striding horse, but if you need a horse to relax, 
back on the fence. I've seen too many horses 
get beat trying to ride clever.  

 
Favourite track you've ridden in the world? 
 
For the success I've had, Al Rayyan Park in 
Qatar. It's got awesome facilities, under lights, 
the grass track is great.  
 
But there's no experience compared to riding 
Meydan. Whether you've been there one or 
100 times, you walk out and think 'wow, how 
did they get this going?' 
    
And one race you'd love to win? 
 
Having had so much success with the South 
African horses overseas, it would be the Duty 
Free.  
 
They call it the Dubai Turf now. It's a great form 
race because you get form from all over the 
world.  
 
When we won it with Jay Peg, we beat 14 Gr1 
winners, so it's a real centre-of-the-world type 
of race. 

   
  
  

Chris Taylor–from Page 8 

Taylor winning at Al Rayyan 
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