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Striker knows What You Are 
Piere Strydom is a form studier so it is surely significant that he has chosen to partner 
What You Are in preference to Whorly Whorly in Saturday’s WSB Grand Heritage at the 

Vaal, writes David Mollett. 

Strydom, who plans to retire at the end of the 
season after an outstanding career, has ridden 
Whorly Whorly to his past two wins — the latest 
at  Turffontein  last  Saturday.  He  is  certain to 
have  been  offered  the  ride  again  by  trainer 
Clinton Binda.   
 
What You Are  is  one  of  three  runners  from 
Corné Spies’  stable  in  the  1,475m  race  in 
which he also saddles Golden Pheasant and 
True Words. He  has  his  team  in  good  form 
though Imperial Ruby’s no show in the Racing 
Association Handicap was a shock. 
 
Unquestionably, What You Are, a son of  
Captain Of All, boasts the best form of the trio 
which includes a fifth behind Summer Pudding 
in last season's SA Fillies Classic. 
 

A runner drawn on the inside close to What 
You Are is the ante-post favourite Oscar Wilde. 
The four-year-old is co-owned by Michael 
Javett who will be delighted with Tree Tumbo’s 
third place in the Summer Cup. 
 
Race caller Alistair Cohen — Tellytrack’s  
jack-of-all-trades — is an excellent  
commentator as he has now sidelined Nico 
Kritsiotis. He thought Rock Of Africa had held 
on to beat Oscar Wilde in November, but Gavin 
Lerena’s perseverance on Mike de Kock’s 
choicely bred four-year-old won the day. 
 
With only 52kg on his back, Oscar Wilde has 
got a favourite’s chance and with Lerena  
unable to do the weight the Dynasty gelding 
should go well in the hands of Callan Murray. 
Lerena switches to Stephen (to Page 2)
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Moffatt’s game mare Rouge Allure, who is now 
seven years of age yet continues to do the  
stable proud. Her two lengths second to  
Summer Pudding on her penultimate start was 
a huge performance. If there is one worry it is 
that this will be her seventh race this term. 
 
Drawn next to Oscar Wilde is Spanish Boy and 
this inmate of the Lucky Houdalakis stable 
could be the joker in the pack. The Silvano 
gelding is trying this trip for the first time, but he 
is out of a Western Winter mare so could relish 
the step up in distance. With 17 closely 
matched runners a tight finish is on the cards 
and What You Are gets the nod to beat home 
Oscar Wilde, Rough Allure and Spanish Boy. 
 
A banker bet on the nine-race card should be 
the grey filly Anna Capri who can notch her 
third career win by beating Greens in the  
Sophomore 1,000. It appears David  
Nieuwenhuizen’s sprinter has received a 14-
point penalty for running fourth in the Gardenia 
Handicap raising her figure to 110. 
 
Though they will meet at level weights in  
Saturday’s race, it means Greens would 
have received 6kg from Anna Capri if this was  
a handicap. 
 
The Spies filly Sweet Sensation can earn a 
cheque in the Sophomore and the stable also 
has chances in the first race (Spartan Warrior), 
third (Impressive Duchess) and Valetorio in the 
first leg of the Pick 6. 
 
It will be interesting to see how Sean Tarry’s 
well-bred four-year-old Namaqualand fares in 
his comeback run in the fourth race.  
 
After an impressive maiden win at Kenilworth, 
the son of Trippi was priced up at 14-1 for a 
race on Met day and this columnist was getting 
ready to fire. Unfortunately, he was injured  
before the race and has been sidelined since. 
 
If support arrives for Namaqualand, his rivals — 
including The Contractor, Money Fighter,  
Valetorio and Panama Kid — may have to be at 
the top of their game to beat him. 
 
Courtesy of Business Day. 

Striker knows What You Are—from page 1 

Molly’s Selections 
 
1st Race: (1) Bella Black (18) Rose Willow (2) 
Sabrina Fairchild (3) Meet The Captain 
2nd Race: (17) Spartan Warrior (16) 
Raisetheredlantern (4) Jet Cat (6) In Abun-
dance 
3rd Race: (6) Sweet Future (7) Glowtoria (9) 
Impressive Duchess (3) Varina 
4th Race: (7) Namaqualand (2) The Contrac-
tor (9) Money Fighter (14) Panama Kid 
5th Race: (2) Gimmethegoahead (8) Forever 
Light (7) Florida Keys (1) Purple Panther 
6th Race: (6) Anna Capri (7) Greens (8) Sweet 
Sensation (2) Captain Morisco 
7th Race: (9) What You Are (13) Oscar Wilde 
(3) Rouge Allure (11) Spanish Boy 
8th Race: (8) Dark Tide (9) Push Off (2) Rock 
The Globe (3) Kayla's Champ 
9th Race: (5) Loving The Victory (1) Making A 
Scene (3) Wherestheregold (13) Wedding 
Bliss 
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Older readers will remember globetrotting 
former 2000/1 SA champion apprentice  
Denicious Smith. He was the subject of this 
recent feature in www.punters.com.au. 
 
How did you come to be a jockey? 
I was tiny, I was very small growing up. Always 
the shortest in the class. My uncle loved horses 
- he just loved having a punt. Whenever he 
used to come visit, he'd always ask me 'Why 
don't you become a jockey?'  
 
But he kept annoying me about it, so I said let 
me give it a go and I applied, I went to the jocks 
academy in Durban. They give you a six-week 
trial period to see if you can get on with horses 
and if you have the ability to ride. After the six 
weeks, out of 14 in the group, I was one of the 
four that got picked. 
 
I loved it from then on. In my second year, I got 
my apprentice's licence - it took a while to get 
going. Eventually it took off, and I won  
champion apprentice [in South Africa] a year 
and a half later. I came into the academy a little 
bit older [than usual], I was 16 turning 17. 
 
And now you've ridden in something like 
seven different countries, is that right? 
After winning the [apprentice] championship, I 
went to Macau. They used to have annual  
races for apprentices from different countries - I 
went there in 2002 to represent South Africa. 
When I came back, the travelling bug bit me 
and I wanted to see the world. I started off  
going into Zimbabwe because it's our  
neighbouring country. 
 
Then, I'd heard of Dubai and wanted to have a 
good look there, but had to start off as a track 
rider. It was a bit slow, so I got an offer to go to 
Qatar and fly there every Thursday night to 
race there. 

After two years, I came back to South Africa. 
Then I got an offer to go to Mauritius, went 
there for six months, rode with the likes of Jeff 
Lloyd, Johnny Powell, Jason Taylor—they were 
there at the time. Jeff and Robbie (Fradd), I've 
grown up in front of them so I've always known 
them from when I was in the academy and they 
were my senior jockeys. 
 
After that, I went to Kuwait just to give it a go - 
that didn't last. I just didn't like the racing there.  
 
Later, I went to New Zealand to try and get a 
license over there, things just never worked 
out. Then I took a work rider's job for Mr Weir 
here in Australia.   
 
During COVID, it was getting a bit hard for  
everybody - so I looked at coming over here 
[Far North Queensland]. With Queensland  
being the only state to allow Victorians to come 
in and do quarantine, I decided to move up 
here and see if we can go forward. 
(continues Page 6) 

Denny Smith the rolling stone 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Best place you've ridden? 
I've  loved  every  bit  of  it.  Mauritius was good 
with  the  beach  and  the  good weather. Qatar 
was good racing, and Dubai was pretty good. I 
wouldn't  say  I've  got  a  favourite,  I  put  my  
head down and work hard, and that's what I'm 
planning to do in Queensland.  
  
Best thing about being a jockey? 
The horses themselves. I love the animal, I love 
just sitting on top of them. A winner obviously is 
a big bonus, to be able to cross the wire in a 
maiden plate or a Class 1, every winner gives 
you that much confidence. You feel at one with 
the animal - and I love the industry, I wouldn't 
have chosen any other career. I still love riding 
and hopefully with the Almighty, I can keep  
going for a lot more years. 
 
Worst thing about the job? 
There's a lot of disappointments when things 
don't go well in a race. You get a few  
disgruntled owners or trainers, which is  
understandable. Getting taken off a horse for 
somebody else, unfortunately it happens in the 
game but they're the negatives. 
 
Biggest win in the saddle? 
I had a Group Two win in Zimbabwe. I won 
what they call the OK Grand Challenge. I've 
ridden in the Kenya Derby and I won that, and 
their St Leger on the same horse.   
 
One race you'd most like to win? 
If I was still back in South Africa, I would say to 
you the Vodacom Durban July, which is our 
Melbourne Cup. Obviously if God willing, one 
day I'd love to win the Melbourne Cup or the 
Cox Plate. Would be a lovely career stamp. 
 
Do you yearn for home much?  
I'd love to visit home. I've got my whole family 
there, so it does get lonely. I had my brother's 
wedding in December [that I was meant to trav-
el for], and would like to enjoy Christmas and 

New Year's with my family - I would've loved to 
have done that, but we don't know how things 
are going to pan out here [with COVID-19]. 

 
Must be tough being away from family? 
It is. Luckily, I'm a people's person. I can make 
friends easily. I can fit in in any situation. You 
could put me in the middle of the desert  
and I'll make sure to make friends and get  
comfortable.  
 
I'm lucky I've got that personality, it takes a little 
bit of pressure off you. 

Denny Smith the rolling stone-from Page 4 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Aussie  riding  legend  Glen  Boss  gave  his 
views to racenet.com.au.  
 
On female jockeys 
“I think the girls have really come along in the 
last five years. People used to say they were 
too weak and it’s the biggest load of bullshit of 
all time. I really encourage the girls and I know 
that punters are really in their corner now. 
 
“The girls should be really pushed forward and 
promoted because they are doing well, My  wife  
loves  backing the girls.  Women  can help take  
the  sport  to  another  level.  They can open up 
a big audience for us. Women  ride  stacks  of  
winners  because  they’re  quiet  on them  and  
go within them. That’s how you get the most 
out of a horse. You don’t interrupt their stride.” 
 
On use of the crop 
 
Boss doesn’t want the whip to be banned and 
he’s got plenty of reasons for that even though 
he’s not a big whip rider. He never hits a horse 
hard and, frustratingly, has been criticised for 
not being hard enough with the stick. 
 
“The whip is just a reminder to say this is when 
you have to be at your best and you don’t have 
to belt them to do that. I  just  touch  them  and 
they  know.  The  girls  are  so  good  because 
they’re  balanced  and  quiet.  It’s a tool and we 
need it because horses need to be pulled into 
line and guided every now and then.  

“We’re sitting on a half-tonne animal and  
people have no idea how quickly they can do 
things. A tap on the shoulder and bring them 
straight back. I love the horses and I wouldn’t 
want to hurt one.” 
 
What frustrates the jockeys is that it’s people 
who don’t ride horses are mainly responsible 
for pushing a whip ban. It’s not only a safety 
tool but an accessory to enable a horse to  
perform to its best. 
 
“Eventually I think we’ll be reserved to  
backhanders only but we should never get rid 
of it, If you were driving down a freeway and I 
took the steering wheel away from you you’d be 
scared.  
 
“Humans are like horses. If you don’t have 
someone to push you, you won’t go to another 
level.” 

Boss likes women and the whip 


