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Sir Michael will be sorely missed 
Michael Clower accepting his Equus Print Media award in 2015.  

Former Racing Post scribe Michael Clower (76) has become a constant and hugely  
respected presence in the local press ranks  since moving out here in 2006. With his  

retirement just announced, we took a look back at his long career. 

“I was born in Sussex, but we moved to  
Chester when I was two or so. My father 
worked for Players cigarettes as a sales  
manager, and I went to school in Shrewsbury.” 
 
But in boyhood racing was far from his mind, 
even though his father trained as a hobby.  
 
“My ambition was to be a cricketer. My  
maternal grandfather played for Lancashire, 
and his brother (my great-uncle) was Archie 
McLaren who captained England at the turn of 
the 20th century.” 
 
(Archie McLaren is also noteworthy for making 
424 against Somerset in 1895. This stood as 
the English first-class record for virtually a  
century until Brian Lara’s famous 501 in 1994.)     

“I was a wicketkeeper, but I sensibly decided 
early on that I was never going to make it.”  
And the racing bug then bit.  
 
“I went to stay with a friend on the family farm 
for a while. After hesitatingly getting on to a 
horse on the first day, by the end I was  
dreaming of being a jockey. 
 
“After school I took the sensible route and  
qualified as a Chartered Accountant. But I was 
spending mornings studying the Sporting Life, 
and afternoons in the betting shops, which 
soon got me into trouble. 
 
“In 1967 I almost ended up here through my 
work, but at the last minute was sent to East 
Africa instead.” (Continues Page 2) 
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“A couple of days later I got a call from Andrew 
Harrison who asked if I would like to become 
Gold Circle Western Cape correspondent. Of 
course, I jumped at the chance and have loved 
doing it.” 
 
And his sterling work was recognized when he 
landed the Equus Print Media award in 2015. 
 
But after a brief post-lockdown return to the 
course, Michael has decided that the long trip 
from Betty’s Bay where he lives is no longer 
viable, and has hung up his pencil. 
 
“My reactions on the freeway are not what they 
should be, and when navigating the winding 
coastal road from Gordon’s Bay to Betty’s Bay I 
realised my eyesight isn’t too good either.”   
 
Our subject is already the author of four books 
– biographies of Mick Kinane, Charlie Swan, 
and the great Irish jumper Istabraq, as well as 
‘Kings Of The Turf’ which dealt with the top 
twelve Irish trainers ever. But he has an  
outstanding literary ambition.   
 
“I plan to go back to attempting to write a  
racing thriller. I tried years ago but failed  
miserably – that’s why I turned to writing jockey  
biographies. 
 
“I received a reply from a lady at the literary 
house basically saying that she couldn’t believe 
someone who writes such exciting stuff every 
day could come up with such a boring book. So 
I can only do better this time,” he concludes 
with a chuckle.  -tt 
 
      
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
  

And very few people will be aware that Michael 
has ridden a few winners.  
 
“While in Kenya I owned a couple of horses. 
Amateurs were allowed to ride in jockey club 
sanctioned races if they were satisfied about 
your competency. I won with three of my first 
six rides, but none of the next twenty odd, and 
gave it up.” 
 
All of his wins were at a track called Limuru, 
although he did also appear at Ngong, from 
where Kenyan racing is still beamed to us  
today. And his choice of conditioner is also of 
interest. 
 
“My trainer was Roy Arnold, the father of Craig 
Arnold, who was a jockey here and is married 
to Melissa Arnold, Candice Bass-Robinson’s 
long-time assistant. 
 
“Soon after arriving in Kenya partly by chance I 
took up the role of racing correspondent, as the 
fellow doing it was packing it in. In 1972 I was 
badly concussed in a fall and my wife Tessa 
and I decided to relocate to Ireland with the  
intention of making a career on the writing side.   
 
“We settled in the Curragh, and I still had a dual 
existence as an accountant and racing  
journalist, but gradually the writing got the  
upper hand, as that was where my heart was.” 
 
And he became the Irish correspondent for both 
Pacemaker Magazine, and the Sporting Life 
during this period, as well as contributing to the 
Sunday Times.  
 
“But the Sporting Life folded in 1998, which was 
a major blow at the time. But that led directly to 
me linking up with Racing Post.” 
 
Where he was employed until moving here in 
his early sixties. 
 
“We had been to South Africa a couple of times 
and liked it. And Tessa said she’d like to go 
back to living in the sun, so we made the move.  
 
“But I wasn’t ready to retire. I noticed the Cape 
Times covered KZN racing more than the local 
stuff, so asked Vidrik Thurling about it.  

Sir Michael will be sorely missed—from page 1 
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 Frankie Dettori has won the title of 2020 
Longines World's Best Jockey, meaning the 
legendary rider has received the award for 
three consecutive years.  
 
Dettori, who also took the competition in 2015, 
has been named the Longines World's Best 
Jockey four of the past six years.  
 
In 2020, Dettori won five of the world's top 100 
group or grade 1 races, with his qualifying  
victories coming in the Gold Cup (G1) and Al 
Shaqab Goodwood Cup (G1) aboard  
Stradivarius, the St. James's Palace Stakes 
(G1) and Prix du Haras de Fresnay-le-
Buffard—Jacques Le Marois (G1) on Palace 
Pier, and the QIPCO King George VI & Queen 
Elizabeth Stakes (G1) aboard Enable.  
 
The scoring  process  rewards  jockeys  for  
finishing in the top three, giving Dettori a total 
of 102 points this year. He narrowly defeated 
Ryan Moore,  the  2014 and  2016  Longines 
World's Best Jockey, who finished 2020 with 98 
points. William Buick was third with 66 points, 
and Irad Ortiz Jr. was just behind him in fourth  
with 64 points.  
 
The awarding  of  the  Longines  World's  Best 
Jockey title is based upon performances in the 
100   highest-rated   group/grade 1  races  as  
established  for  the  year  by  the   Longines 
World's Best Racehorse rankings committee.  
 
The scoring incorporates races from Dec. 1 of 
the previous year until Nov. 30 of the current 
year. Jockeys accrue 12 points for a win, six 
points for placing second, and four points for 
placing third.  
 
Historically, a ceremony has been held to  
honour the winner during the gala dinner of the 
Longines Hong Kong International Races in  

December, but due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, the in-person ceremony will not take 
place. 
 
Instead, Dettori will be honoured in  
mid-January when the 2020 Longines World's 
Best Racehorse and Longines World's Best 
Horse Race winners are announced.  

 
The final standings for the 2020 Longines 
World's Best Jockey competition can be found 
at ifhaonline.org.  
 
The Longines World's Best Jockey Award was 
established by Swiss watch brand Longines 
and the IFHA as a way to quantitatively  
recognize a jockey as the best among his or 
her global peers. It marked the first time a rider 
was honored in such a way.  
 
www.bloodhorse.com 
 
Highest ranked SA riders are Warren Kennedy, 
MJ Byleveld and Craig Zackey, on 18 points 
apiece.  
 
SA linked Mauritian Karis Teetan is joint 14th 
with 40 points for his exploits in Hong Kong. –tt 

Frankie world’s best….again 

https://www.ifhaonline.org/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

The phenomenon that is Almond Eye,  
already the winner of more G1s than any  
other Japanese-trained runner, added a 
ninth to her total on Sunday, when she  
ended her racetrack career with a second 
victory in the Japan Cup, eclipsing 3-year-
old stars Contrail and Daring Tact in a 
unique showdown of Triple Crown winners. 
 
With a total purse of 64 million yen (around 
US$6m), the mile-and-a-half Japan Cup is the 
joint richest race in the country, alongside  
December’s Arima Kinen and catapults the  
5-year-old daughter of Lord Kanaloa up to third 
in the international all-time earnings list, behind  
only  Winx  and  Arrogate.   
 
Horses  who  have .raced in 2020 are  
highlighted. 
  
Almond Eye, who landed the Japanese Fillies 
Triple Crown in 2018, said sayonara with one of 
her finest performances under a masterful ride 
by world #2 jockey Christophe Lemaire after an 
extraordinary race in which the 2017 G1  
Japanese St Leger hero Kiseki set such a  
furious pace that he was at one time almost 20 
lengths clear. 
 
Runner-up Contrail went into the race at #1 in 
the TRC Global Rankings, four places ahead of 
Almond Eye. We can expect some changes 
when the updated standings are revealed this 
week. 
 
Just a reminder here that these earnings  
updates are merely a register of cash won - we 
don’t pretend it provides any index of quality. 
It’s just that we think it’s interesting to look at. 
Our TRC rankings totally ignore prize money in 
its assessments. 
 
Our list was originally compiled by the  
International Racing Bureau, which is a British 
company, hence the use of sterling and the  

official overseas currency exchange rates  
issued by the British Horseracing Authority . 
 
It should also be noted, of course, that this list 
makes no attempt to allow for inflation. 
 
www.thoroughbredracing.com 

Almond Eye ends third on all-time money list 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Harold Crawford, Michelle Rix and owner 
Ashwin Reynolds have one worth following 
in undefeated Kommetdieding, who  
came from last and demolished a star  
studded Progress Plate field over 1200m at 
Kenilworth yesterday.  
 
The Elusive Fort colt had also partnered by 
Sihle Cele and been equally impressive in his 
only previous start when winning the R225,000 
Klawervlei Farm Sale race over the same 
course and distance in June.  
 
“He had a setback just before the Langerman, 
but maybe it has turned out  for the best, as he 
is a November foal,” commented   co-trainer   
Rix afterwards. 
 
“We did think he was a Guineas horse, but 
that’s going to come too soon now.  

“But on his breeding and the way he switches 
off in his races, he should get a mile and more. 
We will now start planning for the Derby at the 
end of February. I would have been happy if 
he’d run 2 or 3 lengths off them yesterday, so 
we’re obviously over the moon. Mr Reynolds 
has been very patient, and fully deserves this 
success.”  
 
Kommetdieding had his Merit Rating adjusted 
from 100 to 104, which is surprisingly lenient 
considering that he is undefeated and that is 
the average rating of the field he put to the 
sword yesterday. –tt  (Pics-Wayne Marks) 

Now here’s the thing 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 
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