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He may have less hair than Jacques Kallis 
but former top jockey, Johnny Geroudis, 
has been as much a major roleplayer for 
racing as Kallis for cricket. 
 
Affectionately known as "Johnny G" or "The 
Greek" (Mike de Kock's preferred name), the 
now-retired rider can look back on an  
outstanding career which saw him enjoy  
success in South Africa, Singapore, Mauritius 
and the UAE. His career total exceeds 1500 
winners. 
 
My first question was to "start at the beginning - 
what year was your starting point?" 
 
"Well, that would have been in 1986 when I 
joined the Jockeys Academy and my fellow  
colleagues were Weichong Marwing, Sean 
Cormack and Barend Botes," says Johnny. 
 
Most jockeys are small but Johnny makes actor 
Danny de Vito look big, yet it soon dawned on 
trainers - rather like Muis Roberts' who at that 
time ruled the roost and was to go on and  
capture the 1992 UK championship - that here 
was a jockey with a big future. 
 
All jockeys need one or two good horses to 
help them into the public consciousness and 
that arrived for Johnny in 1995 in the form of 
pint-sized three year-old, Teal. 
 
"We knew we'd got a serious horse on our 
hands when he won the Guineas and Daily 
News and Pat (Shaw) is the man for the big 
races - a master for the big days. I think the 
talking horse that year for the July was National 
Emblem, but I felt if Teal produced his best 
form then we were in with a big shout.”   

The rest, as they say, is history and "Johnny G" 
made the leap from a promising talent to  
suddenly getting calls from the big yards. 

Four years later in 1999 Johnny joined Pat 
Shaw in Singapore - Teal's trainer had made 
an almost immediate impact in the state and a 
tie-up of the two looked the perfect marriage. 
Talking of which, Johnny has just that in SA 
with his Singapore-born wife, Yanti. 
 
"In those days it was difficult to get SA horses 
into Singapore so we raced a lot of Argentinian
-bred horses. Pat's big owners were Fred  
Crabbia and Bernard Kantor - they were the 
backbone of the stable." 
 
Palace Line was one of Johnny's big race  
winners and he won the Dubai Duty Free on 
him, but he says in 2005 he was "missing 
home" and decided to return to SA.  
 
When one considers the financial difference of 
a firm Singapore dollar against a shrinking 
rand, I inquired whether there  
had been a fallout with Shaw. He shrugs his 
shoulders - obviously not wanting to go that 
route. (to Page 2) 

‘G’ the Greek god has some story 
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Fast forward five years to 2015 - strange how 
Johnny's career seems to change after five 
years in one place - and he was back riding in 
SA. Little did he know that his win on Coenie 
De Beer's, Talktothestars, on August 2 would 
be his last. 
 
"I flew home to Greece to visit my family and 
had an accident which left me with a detached 
retina. I was battling to see - it was like looking 
through a beer bottle.  
 
“I had a five-hour op there and visited  
countless eye experts. Back in SA, I sought out 
more professional advice but they couldn't fix it. 
I had no alternative but to hang up my boots." 
 
So - again five years on - we know that he's 
part of the powerful Mike De Kock set-up.  
 
"Yes, I'm there most mornings and watch the 
gallops - I like to think I've got half an idea! Also 
I try and help Mike out with contacting his many 
owners." 
 
But Johnny has another passion - golf. "I play 
off 13 (that needs checking with MDK!), but my 
biggest thrill came this month when I caddied 
for Paul Marks in the Seniors Open in Pretoria.  
 
“Paul (who has been a long-time owner with 
Stuart Pettigrew) played superbly to finish  
second just a shot behind David Frost. This 
was a hot field with top golfers like Mark 
McNulty amongst the opposition." 
 
Now presuming that Dustin Johnson's caddie 
got 10% of the US Masters winnings ($2,07 
million), then he'll have got over $200 000. 
 
So could this be a new and profitable career for 
our much-missed jockey? "No, I don't think so. 
It's bloody hard work carrying a heavy bag in 
boiling weather and cleaning balls, etc." 
 
As Yanti returned to pick up her man at the  
coffee shop, I couldn't help bursting into a  
giggle. “What's up, Molly?” said Johnny. 
 
"Well, I couldn't help thinking what a great pic 
you and (famous female caddie) Fanny  
Sunesson would make!" 

Back in SA, Johnny teamed up with Alec Laird 
and they were soon a formidable combination . 
"I won the Derby on Malteme and Alec and I 
had a very good run."    

The next port of call in 2010 for the "have-
saddle-will-travel" jockey was the holiday island 
of Mauritius. "I ran third on Rudra in the July 
and then it was off to the airport." 
 
Johnny signed up for trainer Gilbert Rousett 
and his 157 wins on the island gave him the 
outstanding strike rate of 23%.   
 
So - I ask - why is it that so many SA jockeys 
get shown the red card in Mauritius? "You've 
got to keep your nose clean because there's a 
lot of money involved. The stipes watch the  
betting very closely looking for any drifting of 
horses. Fortunately, my stable was not a big 
punting stable which suited me fine." 
 
It's a scary thought that - if you get beaten on a 
horse which has been heavily punted - your 
safety might be in jeopardy.  
 
Everyone is pretty tight-lipped about what goes 
on in the island, but many of our jocks won't be 
planning a return trip anytime soon. 

‘G’ the Greek god  has some story—from page 1 

Winning Gr1 Golden Horse 2009 on Earl Of Surrey. 
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The great Variety Club’s life turned full  
circle when he arrived back at Beaumont 
Stud near Paarl this morning.  
 
The now twelve-year-old entire was born there 
on 8 September 2008.  
 
“He still walks better than any yearling I’ve seen 
this year!” commented an excited Beaumont 
boss Anton Shepherd.  

“He was at a Val de Vie riding establishment 
being brilliantly looked after by Danielle Ehlers 
(above), who rode him regularly, and they did 
some jumping. But he developed a small back 
issue, and she had a baby boy recently, so we 
decided all in all it was for the best if he came 
back to us.” 
 
(Ms Ehlers is the lovely partner of Justin  
‘Need To Know Basis’ Vermaak, who I have 
bumped into a couple of times in the recent 
past without any mention of impending  
fatherhood. -tt ed)      
 
“We are all thrilled, and it’s very emotional. All 
of our staff were so happy to see him back and 
had their cellphones out to record the moment. 
And Wayne Martin led him out – he was his 
groom and took him to the sales all those years 
ago. 
 
Watch Arrival Video Here 
 
“My fourteen-year-old daughter Arabella (right) 
has ridden him already,” concluded Shepherd.   
 
Variety Club to my mind is without question the 
best race horse we have produced since Horse 
Chestnut. He won four Grade 1’s locally and 
left these shores with an MR of 118.  
 

Which reads rather strangely now, in the era of 
the 130+ rating! 
 
But by the end of 2014 he was the second 
highest rated horse in the world.  
 
He won the Grade 3 Firebreak Stakes and 
Grade 2 Godolphin Mile on tapeta in Dubai, 
before his finest hour – the Grade 1 Champions 
Mile on 4 May at Sha Tin in Hong Kong.  

Here he thrashed local superstar Able Friend 
by a full four lengths in a truly world-class  
performance.   
 
Variety Club Hong Kong win 
 
(continues  Page 6)  

Variety Club returns home 

Variety Club goes on a Hong Kong cruise.  

https://twitter.com/i/status/1333770807307362305
https://youtu.be/zh3b9zVRVPo
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As the following Wikipedia extract makes clear: 
 
Timeform rated Variety Club in 2014 as equal 
2nd best horse racing worldwide during that year 
at 131lbs, which is 16lbs behind the highest ever 
rating accorded to Frankel in 2012. In the same 
year Racing Post rated him at 124lbs which is 
16lbs behind their highest ever rating accorded 
to Frankel in 2012.  
 
Both Timeform and Racing Post only started  
rating South African raced racehorses after 2000 
and Variety Club is the highest rated South  
African bred racehorse so far.  
 
He remains in 2020 as the highest ever rated 
South African racehorse by Timeform and in the 
Longines World Best Racehorse Rankings.   
 
And as you can see above, he immediately  
looked right at home. -tt 

Variety Club-from page 4 

Statement prepared by Kenilworth Racing 
Board: 
 
“Cape Racing has been in discussions with the 
NHRA regarding the possible temporary  
suspension of the movement of horses, locally 
and nationally. 
 
“Horses currently racing in the Western Cape 
have valid movement permits until 31  
December 2020. Racing will continue as  
normal and discussions with SA Equine Health 
Protocols (SAEHP), Department of Agriculture 
(DALRRD) and the NHRA will be ongoing until a 
solution for the movement of horses is  
established. 
 
"Racing tomorrow at Kenilworth will go ahead as 
planned." 
 
This is in response to the SAEHP   
announcement yesterday that from 1  December 
(today) it would no longer be issuing movement 
permits  on behalf of the relevant government  
department. 
  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Kenilworth goes ahead 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Spendthrift Farm’s champion sire Into  
Mischief has surpassed Tapit to set a North 
American record for the most single-season 
offspring earnings. 
 
As of November 30, the world #1 dirt sire’s 
earnings stand at  $21,612,933  The son of 
Harlan’s Holiday also leads nearly every  
category on the U.S. 2020 General Sire list, 
with 28 black-type winners, 58 black-type  
horses, 26 Graded stakes horses, and three G1 
winners, including the KY Derby and Breeders’ 
Cup with Authentic, who will join his sire at 
Spendthrift for the 2021 breeding season. 
 
Spendthrift General Manager Ned Toffey paid 

tribute to the “remarkable horse” that can “get 
any level of horse and at the same time is very 
consistent”. 
 
He highlighted the mentality of the offspring. 
“They get to the racetrack and they perform,” 
he said. “We are proud to be associated with 
him.” 
 
After breeding 248 mares, his largest book, in 
2020, Into Mischief is standing the 2021 season 
for $225,000. His desirability has been reflected 
in the sales ring – recently  five  lots  at  the  
Keeneland September Yearling sale demanded 
at least $1 milion.  
www.thoroughbredracing.com 

Into Mischief breaking all records 
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Winx’s part-owner Peter Tighe admitted that 
time was running out for her be served this 
spring, with the champion mare  
appearing far more likely to return to the 
breeding barn in 2021. 
 
The winner of 33 in a row, and a record 25 
G1s, is recovering after her first foal, a filly by     
I Am Invincible, was stillborn. Tighe revealed 
that he received the 5am call, believing it to be 
news of the birth of Winx’s first foal. 

“It was devastating because that was the one 
scenario we had not planned for,” he said. 
 
It is five weeks after the ordeal and the  
Australian confirmed that the superstar mare 
was convalescing well, and that it was “so  
upsetting for all the owners”.   
 
“In this game you have to take the hard 
knocks,” he added. 
www.thoroughbredracing.com 

Winx unlikely to be mated this year 


