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“It was very special considering it was against 
colts from a terrible draw. The pacemaker 
(Riverstown) did a great job. He made the front 
running types go a bit quicker than they would 
have liked, and the field quickly spread out so I 
could get across from the wide gate. Our  
tactics worked out perfectly.  
 
“Coming through the 500 I knew I had the race. 
Running Brave ran a cracker and is gutsy, but I 
had her covered. And I knew if anything came 
to challenge, she would find – she has that 
fight in her. She doesn’t know how to get beat. 
What she has achieved is an incredible feat.” 
 
And as trainer Paul Peter confirmed, it’s next 
stop Cape Town: “She pulled up completely 
sound and is eating well. She’s very perky  

today, and if the travelling protocols allow she 
will go for the Paddock Stakes and the Met,” 
commented her trainer. (See Page 6 –tt) 
 
And assuming she did pull off those two races, 
winning the Met would see her equal Home 
Guard’s SA record of going eleven races  
undefeated at the start of a racing career. Now 
wouldn’t that be a great story? 
 
But the last word goes to Kennedy: “A horse 
like this can make your career – just look at 
Hugh Bowman and Winx, or Tom Queally and 
Frankel.” 
 
Interestingly, Summer Pudding’s Merit Rating 
was raised to `129, meaning that given the 
2,5kg sex allowance she will (to Page 2)  

After his stunning WSB Summer Cup win aboard champion filly Summer Pudding (above)
on Saturday it was hardly surprising to find Warren Kennedy feeling rather chipper on  

Monday morning.  

King Charles I on his horse (presumably not called Charles). 

Kennedy looking presidential 
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 Remarkably his first ever race win was in a  
feature, when Coded Missile won the PE  
Lady’s Pendant on 15 May 1998, a day he  
remembers with pride.   
 
“His usual jockey fell ill and got off his rides, so 
Mr Claassen put me on Coded Missile. It was a 
level weight feature, so there was no  
apprentice allowance and I won without any 
claim and beat Mark Khan in the finish.” 
 
After coming out of his time, he headed back to 
KZN, and has been a consistent performer  
ever since, as a career win tally of over 1200 
would suggest. 
 
But he has had his fair share of injuries along 
the way, with a particularly serious fall in PE in 
2008 being a lowlight.  
 
“A horse slipped in front of me and my horse 
fell over it, followed by the rest of the field  
running over me. I had a crushed eye socket 
and jaw amongst other things. It took 3  
surgeries of seven hours or more, and they had 
to cut me from ear to ear and rebuild my face.   
 
“The healing process took 4 months, but luckily 
it didn’t affect my confidence or nerves in any 
way and I was happy to get straight back in to 
competition.” 
 
On a personal level Warren tied the knot with 
Barbara Badenhorst in March last year. Mrs 
Kennedy is in a training partnership with her 
brother Wayne Badenhorst, and is also the  
sister of former jockey Vicky Lerena, who is of 
course married to Gavin. 
 
Warren and Barbara have a daughter Jamie 
who arrived on May 30 2019, and are  
expecting another child  in April 2021.  
 
“It’s amazing how all the pieces of my life, both 
personal and professional have fallen into 
place recently.   
 .  
“But I don’t forget the hard times, where I came 
from, and what got me here” he says with  
feeling.   
 
Warren Kennedy’s time is now, and he’s  
grabbing the opportunity with both hands. –tt  

receive in the Met she will be rated to dead 
heat with Rainbow Bridge (134) and just edge 
out Do It Again (133).    
 
Late bloomer Kennedy only scored his first 
Grade 1 win at the end of July last year with 
Gabor, but currently sits on six, with the  
Pudding (3), Rainbow Bridge and Vernichey all 
adding to the tally.  
 
And of course he scored a maiden jockeys 
championship win last season, racking up an 
impressive 209 scores despite the Covid  
enforced two month break.  
 
The previous season (2018/9) had seen him 
break through to the big time, with a tally of 139 
– the first time he had reached three figures in 
a season. And he currently sits third on a round 
50 winners this term after Ideal Jet won at 
Scottsville on Sunday.    
 
But he may not be around for the duration: 
“I have put feelers out overseas and if the right 
offer comes I will leave. I’m looking at Hong 
Kong, Japan, Australia or Singapore. I’m very 
impressed with their racing, and Hong Kong 
would be my first choice.  
 
“But my brother and sister live in New Zealand 
and Australia, and my mother is also emigrating 
soon, so that part of the world is also very  
appealing. If the right offer doesn’t materialize I 
will be chasing the championship again.” 
 
But it wasn’t always wine and roses, and the 
born and bred Durbanite travelled a long and 
winding road before reaching the top. He  
belongs to a racing family, as father Terrance 
was also a jockey, before weight constraints 
curtailed his career in the saddle.  
 
Thankfully being naturally light, Warren has 
never had such issues, and instead had the  
opposite problem.   
 
“When I entered the academy at 14 I was tiny 
and 26kg. After a couple of years they wanted 
me to have cortisone injections to boost my 
weight, but I refused, as I wasn’t sure of the 
longer term implications. When I came out of 
my time I had reached 44kg.” 
 

Kennedy looking presidential—from page 1 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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The CTS Ready To Run, Unbroken Two-Year
-Olds And Mixed Sale, staged online in  
conjunction with gavelhouse.com on  
Sunday, reached an aggregate of R12,345 
million, with an average of R110,223. 

The highest price paid was R475,000 for Lot 
63, Incredibill, a chestnut colt by William  
Longsword from I Lived, a half-sister to  
Vercingetorix, consigned by Soetendal Estate 
as agent. 
 
Soetendal was the most successful vendor at 
the sale, selling 24 Lots for R2,942-million, at 
an average of R122,604 per lot, and the  
estate’s Julia Pilbeam commented: “On the 
whole, considering market factors, we are  
happy with our results and we would like to 
thank the CTS team for staging the event. Also 
a big thank you to our buyers and  
underbidders. 
 
“The online sale platform can only improve with 
time, as buyers become more adept with the 
concept.” 
 
Anton Shepherd of Beaumont Stud, the second 
most successful vendor, echoed that and said: 
“We had a very good draft this year; sold all 13 
of our two-year-olds at higher than the sale’s 
average. We come to auctions to sell our  
horses and I think the online sales platform is 
the way of the future. There were one or two 
buyers who had to learn, but they did. Everone 
will get used to the technicalities in time.” 
 
Nadeson Park’s Hassen Adams had set a few 
reserves and will be racing some of his unsold 
lots himself, but he, too, was impressed,  
saying: “This was a great experience, definitely 
the future. Well done to CTS.” 

Grant Knowles, Bloodstock and Marketing  
Director for CTS, confirmed: “We are happy 
that we went the online route. The results of 
this sale cannot be compared to any others; 
this has simply been a year in which that can’t 
be done. 

Considering that we are still in the midst of a 
pandemic, and a poor economic climate, we 
are really chuffed to have achieved an average 
of R110,223 per lot sold. We would’ve been 
happy with R100,000. To have reached more 
than that is really pleasing, if one takes into  
account that near 400 horses were sold just a 
few weeks ago in Johannesburg.” 

 
Knowles added: “It’s full steam ahead now to 
the Cape Premier Yearling Sale being held at 
the fabulous De Grendel Estate, an event that 
has always lifted spirits. We hope and trust that 
2021 will begin with a bang and that the  
industry can look forward to a much better  
period ahead.” 

CTS RTR average above expectations 

Lot 107—Silvano filly Arilena went for R430,000. 
Lot 63-Incredibill 

Lot 9—unnamed Vercingetorix colt fetched R470,000. 
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South African Equine Health and Protocols
(SAEHP) MD Adrian Todd issued the  
following press statement this morning: 
 
On Friday the racing operators, RA, and 
NHRA  were updated on the current situation 
as regards the equine disease control system 
in South Africa.  
 
As you are all aware the operation,  
management, and maintenance of the disease 
control system and the accompanying risk  
mitigation measures is conducted by the South 
African Equine Health and Protocols NPC 
(SAEHP) on behalf of the Department of  
Agriculture, Land Reform, and Rural  
Development (DALRRD). 
 
I am reluctantly forced to inform you that as the 
situation currently stands, and due to  
circumstances beyond our control, SAEHP has 
been forced to suspend the provision of these 
services effective 1 December. 
 
The immediate impact of this forced action will 
be the suspension of the movement permit  
issuing and risk assessment functions  
conducted under the auspices of the Animal 
Diseases Act. This suspension will impact on 
the following permit issuances: 

• Movement permits from Johannesburg 
and Durban into the AHS control zones. 

• Movement permits from Port Elizabeth 
into the AHS control zones. 

• Movement permits from all stop over 
quarantine stations into the AHS control 
zones. 

• Issuance, updating, and monthly  
validation of multiple movement permits 
(these permits allow for movement  
between the Philippi training centre and 
Kenilworth racecourse and movement 

between the Milnerton training centre and 
Durbanville racecourse, as well as  
movement from satellite yards to racing in 
the control zones). 

As circumstances dictate that SAEHP will be 
unable to continue to deliver these services on 
behalf of DALRRD, the responsibility will revert 
to the State. 
Adrian Todd - Managing Director SAEHP 

Contacted  for clarification, Mr Todd (above)
made the following comments: 
"We are continuing to engage with government 
and stakeholders, but negotiations have hit a 
standstill. We haven't managed to reschedule 
the EU audit which was originally planned for 
April, only to be halted by COVID. 
 
"This suspension will definitely impact horses 
travelling to Cape Town for the coming big  
races. The responsibility reverts to the state, 
but i can assure you they don't have the  
capacity to take on the role.  
 
"And if horses move into the AHS zone 
(Western Cape) without permits, legally the 
NHA will not be able to let them race," he  

concluded on a sombre note. -tt 

SAEHP suspends movement permits 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Almond Eye (above) cemented her place 
among the Japanese racing immortals after 
charging home to win the Japan Cup on the 
final start of her career on Sunday. 
 
The five-year-old retires having won a  
Japanese record nine Grade 1 turf contests, 
and Sunday's second success in the Japan 
Cup makes her the highest earning Japanese 
horse in history, her total of 1,915,263,900 yen 
(approx £13.6m/€15m) surpassing Kitasan 
Black's haul of 1,876,843,000 yen. 
 
Almond Eye held a prominent position  
throughout the race at Tokyo, run at a furious 
tempo.  
 
On the swing for home front-running Kiseki held 
a huge advantage but, as he tired, Christophe 
Lemaire and Almond Eye powered the centre 

of the track, hitting the front inside the final  
furlong and holding off market rivals Contrail 
and Daring Tact. 
 
Almond Eye becomes only the second horse to 
win two Japan Cups, joining 2012 and 2013 
heroine Gentildonna. 
 
The success is a third for Lemaire and second 
for trainer Sakae Kunieda. Almond Eye's  
previous victory had come in 2018. 
 
"I'm very happy to win with Almond Eye again 
of course, but the most delightful thing is that it 
comes on her last run," said Lemaire. 
 
"I was able to enjoy the race and it was special 
– she was Almond Eye as usual and 
so professional. I couldn't stop my tears last 
time because of the pressure (to Page 10)        

Almond Eye teaches youngsters lesson 

Pic— Masakazu Takahashi 
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of the record-breaking expectation, but today it 
was a sayonara party. She's the strongest 
horse in Japan." 
 
Kunieda added: "The pace was ideal for  
Almond Eye and her response was totally  
different from that in the Tenno Sho. We did 
feel pressure but today all we wanted was for 
her to come back safe and sound. The victory 
is such a bonus, we couldn’t be happier. She's 
given us so much excitement and joy and it's 
been fulfilling to be part of her career. It would 
be great if I could be involved in training her 
progeny some day.” 
 
Runner-up Contrail was pushed out to 14-1 
(from 8) by Paddy Power and Betfair  
Sportsbook for the 2021 Prix de l'Arc de  
Triomphe after losing his unbeaten record. 
 
The Triple Crown winner made up a lot of 
ground from midfield but could get only to  
within a length and a quarter of Almond Eye. 
Contrail's jockey Yuichi Fukunaga said: "He 
never gave up but Almond Eye was strong. The 
result was regrettable, but his condition was 
good and he showed his ability." 
 
Daring Tact, a neck away in third, had also 
come into the race as an undefeated Triple 
Crown winner, having won the fillies' version. 
Her rider Kohei Matsuyama reflected: "I think it 
was a good run to finish not far behind such 
strong horses, and I expect her to mature." 

French raider Way To Paris added a welcome 
international dimension to the race, with the 
Andrea Marcialis-trained representative  
finishing tenth of the 15 runners. The Group 1-
winning seven-year-old retires to Coolagown 
Stud in County Cork. 
 
Betting turnover on the race was the highest 
this century at 27,274,334,600 yen (approx 
£194m/€215m), while having defeated two  
previously unbeaten champion three-year-olds, 
Almond Eye's official rating - previously 124 - 
will be awaited with interest. 
 
www.racingpost.com 

Almond Eye-from page 8 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Diego Maradona, the footballing legend who 
died a few days ago, was also a noted horse  
racing enthusiast who even numbered a G1 
success among 18 winners as an owner in 
Argentina. 
 
The sporting world is in mourning following the 
death of Maradona, considered by many the 
greatest footballer of all time, after a heart  
attack at the age of 60. 
 
Among the thousands to pay tribute around the 
world was Brazilian star Jorge Ricardo, all-time 
record holder in career victories. “Today a great 
athlete left us, who accomplished his mission 
with mastery,” tweeted the jockey known as 
‘Ricardinho’, based in Buenos Aires for nearly 
two decades. “Go with God, Diego Maradona.” 
 
Indulging a childhood passion for horses when 
he returned to his native country in the 1990s in 
the latter stages of his glorious career,  
Maradona operated a string of horses under 
the Stud La Bombonera banner in homage to 
the famous ‘chocolate box’ ground of his  
beloved Boca Juniors FC in Buenos Aires. 
 
Introduced to racing as an owner by his friend 
Hector Del Piano, a leading Argentine  
owner-breeder, Maradona’s horses carried  
blue-and-yellow silks – again, a nod to the  
Boca Juniors colours. 
 
The highest-profile horse to represent  
Maradona was the colt who borrowed his  
nickname Diegol and won six races – five at 
Palermo and the G1 Gran Premio Joaquin V 
Gonzalez at La Plata in November 1997. 
Trained by Jorge Mayansky Neer, he was bred 
out of the mare Dalma Nerea, whom Maradona 
owned in partnership with Del Piano. 
 
Maradona enjoyed naming his horses with  
personal footballing links: Cani after flamboyant 
Argentine teammate Claudio Caniggia, a close 
friend; the pair once celebrated a goal with a 
kiss on the lips! – and Nob, a reference to his 
time playing for Rosario-based Newell’s Old 
Boys, also featured for him. Guillote was 
named for his agent Guillermo Coppola. 
 
Another leading performer was G3 scorer  
Persuasivo Fitz, who won three times at San 
Isidro before being sold to race in Dubai as a 
four-year-old. In later life, Maradona was seen 
at Meydan during a stint living in Dubai, where 
he also managed local side Al Wasl for a spell. 

Although Maradona’s appearances at the  
racetrack were only sporadic, he did the  
honours presenting the trophies after the three-
year-old Refinado Tom completed the  
Argentine Triple Crown with victory in the GP 
Nacional (Argentine Derby) on dirt at Palermo 
in 1996.  

The horse was ridden by superstar jockey 
Jorge Valdivieso, who also rode Maradona’s 
horses when commitments allowed. “Even if it’s 
mine, I can’t ride it – I’ll leave it to Valdi,”  
Maradona once remarked. 
 
Maradona’s first trainer in Argentina was  
Ignacio Correas, who went on to operate  
successfully in the US, notably via the  
Breeders’ Cup Distaff success of ex-Argentine 
Blue Prize in 2019. 
 
In Argentina, Blue Prize was also handled by 
Jorge Mayansky Neer, who became a friend of 
Maradona when training for him before he  
dispersed his interests after the turn of the  
century. 
 
“I named my youngest son Diego for him, and I 
almost named him Diego Armando,” said the 
trainer, speaking to journalist Carlos Delfino 
for La Nacion in January this year. 
 
“He was very passionate and when he didn’t go 
to the races and we won with one, I  
immediately called him. 
 
“The day after Diegol won a Group 1, he had a 
barbecue at the stud and joked a lot with  
everyone, as always.” 
 
horseracingplanet.com 

Maradona owned a Gr1 winner  

 Maradona and Valdivieso after completing Triple Crown  


