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Widely regarded as the greatest footballer of all 
time, his life was littered with drug abuse – both 
the performance enhancing and recreational 
type, illegitimate children, gun incidents,  
ill-health, and bizarre behaviour.  
 
And like virtually all truly great sportsmen, he 
was a useless coach. “Just do it like I used to—
here watch this video” doesn’t help lesser  
mortals! 
 
The racing world has also had its fair share of 
mavericks, with the prime example locally in 
recent times being Andrew Fortune.  
 
The ‘Candyman’ had an almost mythical  
connection with a horse, sitting quiet as a 
mouse in the saddle while his hapless rivals 
flailed away.  
 
Many a time he would ride something with 
moderate form, only to come home unopposed 
without moving a muscle, seemingly (and often 
misleadingly) with plenty in the tank.    
 
In terms of pure natural talent there have been 
precious few who even come close. And he 
had hands like Michaelangelo…  

But as has been well-documented, his off 
course existence was chaotic and littered with      
addictions. 
 
It was an epic story worthy of Hollywood when 
he came back on a mission and claimed the 
Jockeys title in the 2008/9 season.  
 
And it was apt that two of the main supporters 
on his title run were a couple of trainers who 
reside in the flawed genius category  
themselves – namely Joey Ramsden and the 
late Peter Miller. 
 
(I was one of the NHA handicappers from  
2010-2017, and had many a ‘colourful’  
exchange of views with both)  
 
On second thoughts a Hollywood movie about 
the life of Fortune wouldn’t work. It would be 
laughed off as totally unbelievable and would 
be given an XXX certificate. But a possible title 
could be ‘Riding High With Fortune’. 
 
Of course, the effervescent Fortune deserves 
great credit for turning his life around in no  
uncertain terms, and now enjoys a successful 
training partnership with his wife Ashley.(to P2) 

Flawed geniuses. You find them in every sport, and Diego Maradona, who sadly but not  
entirely unexpectedly passed away yesterday was a prime example, being hugely gifted in 

terms of both flaws and genius. 

Flawed geniuses are essential in sport 
Andrew Fortune and Diego Maradona—flawed geniuses with plenty in common. 
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“A little piece of heaven. Tommy Hotspur  
absolutely thriving on the lush spring | 
grazing. I could not be more proud of this 
once-in-a-lifetime horse. 29 years old going 
on 3 - living his very best life!” 
 
That was the tweet this morning from Ashleigh 
Hughes about the much loved Grade 1 winning 
sprinter of the late 1990’s who now resides in 
her care.  
 
“He would have done even better but went into 
his races half-fit due to soundness issues. A 
proper horse,” commented former trainer Gary 
Alexander. –tt 

But like all of us he is imperfect and still has 
issues to deal with, as proven by the 24  
October altercation with Gavin Lerena, which 
led to an NHA suspension. and pending inquiry. 
But he was quick to take responsibility, issuing 
a public apology.  
 
The incident involving Gavin Lerena at  
Turffontein was an embarrassment to the sport 
of racing, to my family, myself and to the  
fundamental principles of civility and decency 
that we all try and inculcate in our children. 
 
While my entirely unacceptable actions were a 
culmination of years of banter and frustration, 
something that started as good clean  
professional needle evolved into an outrageous 
action that saw me let everybody down. There 
are no excuses. 
 
I thought it was easier giving up drugs than 
having to put my pride in my pocket and say 
sorry. But I have apologised to Gavin Lerena 
and to my family. And it wasn’t difficult at all. 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to publicly  
apologise to racing’s stakeholders, my  
colleagues, Phumelela and the National 
Horseracing Authority. I am ready to take my 
punishment on the chin because what I did was 
disgraceful. 
 
The pending NHA inquest is mooted to take 
place in early December. 
 
Generally speaking you can’t separate the spirit 
from the talent, and without the self-destructive 
streak would these maestros have reached the 
heights that they did?  
 
Without providing any scientific evidence  
whatsoever, I suspect not.      
 
Our current crop of younger jockeys are rather 
disappointing in terms of ‘maverickness’.  
 
Even Fortune’s son Aldo Domeyer seems to be 
a level headed young man.  
 
Grant van Niekerk and Craig Zackey show 
some potential but have a long way to get  
anywhere near the levels of the greats of the 
past … -tt   

Flawed geniuses-from Page 1 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Tommy Hotspur going strong 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Jockey Hollie Doyle has been crowned The 
Sunday Times Sportswoman of the Year for 
2020. 
 
The 24-year-old broke her own British record 
for the most winners in a calendar year by a 
female jockey in 2020. 
 
In August, she became the first female jockey 
to win five races in a day, beating cumulative 
odds of 899-1 to make history at Windsor. 
 
On receiving the prestigious Sunday Times 
Sportswoman award, Doyle told Sky Sports: "I 
was pretty shocked. I was delighted to even get 
nominated. 
 
"When I saw the other competitors I was up 
against I thought that was a privilege in itself. 
When I was called the winner I was blown away 
really. It's just massive. 
 
"I'm really pleased for the racing industry and 
as jockeys, we're being seen as sportspeople 
now because we really are and it needs to be 
going that way. 
 
"Racing can be in its own little bubble as such, 
so it's really good to open the door to a wider 
audience maybe." 
 
It caps a phenomenal year for Doyle. She  
enjoyed a Champions Day double at Ascot in 
October, claiming her first victory at Group One 
level as Glen Shiel (right) clung on by a nose to 

win the British Champions Sprint, as well as 
becoming the first female rider to win a race on 
British Champions Day. 
 
Doyle competed in the prestigious Breeders 
Cup in Kentucky for the first time this year,  
riding Royal Gurkha in the Juvenile Turf Sprint. 
 
The awards, now in their 33rd year, have led 
the way in recognising and celebrating the  
outstanding contribution made to sport by  
women at all levels, from elite to grassroots and 
community-wide. 
 
Previous winners of the main award include 
Jessica Ennis-Hill, Elise Christie, Sally Gunnell, 
Tanni Grey-Thompson, Denise Lewis, Dame 
Kelly Holmes, Zara Tindall, Victoria Pendleton, 
Christine Ohuruogu and Laura Trott. 
 
www.skysports.com 

Hollie Doyle voted UK sportswoman of the year 

Pic-Dan Abraham. 
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Exciting news from Ridgemont Highlands is 
that 2018 Cape Fillies Guineas winner Front 
And Centre, as well as three of their other 
favourite recently raced daughters have 
tested in foal to Canford Cliffs.  
 
Canford Cliffs was an extraordinarily talented 
racehorse. A true champion - not only did he 
win five Gr1 races in the UK and Ireland, he 
never finished  out of the first  three in his  
eleven starts.  

 
‘Front And Centre’ (Dynasty x Alignment) 
(above) was trained by Brett Crawford, and 
won six of her thirteen starts (including her first 
four starts). 

The highlight of her racing career was  
undoubtedly defeating subsequent fellow 
Grade 1 winners Silvano’s Pride and Clouds 
Unfold to win the Grade 1 Cape Fillies Guineas 
at Kenilworth. She also notched the 2019 
Grade 3 Diana Stakes at Durbanville. 
 
‘Nastergal’ (Duke Of Marmalade x Royal Noir) 
(‘Nastergal’ is the Afrikaans translation for 
nightshade.) 
 
Trained by Candice Bass - Robinson this  
strapping filly’s career high water mark was 
when she won the Grade 3 Champagne Stakes 
at Kenilworth.  
 
‘Miss Florida’ (Captain Al x Diva’s Daughter) 
trained by Justin Snaith, she won the Grade 1 
Allan Robertson Championship and was the 
Cape Champion Juvenile Filly for 2018/9. 
 
Beautifully bred with the time-proven  
Captain Al x Trippi cross,. 
 
‘Freedom Charter’ (Elusive Fort x Betty Burke) 
is a lovely roomy daughter of an SA Derby  
winner, with speed and heart to match her 
courage and consistency on the track. A  
dual stakes winner, her career highlight was an  
emphatic and authoritative victory in the Grade 
3 Poinsettia Stakes at Greyville. 

Canford Cliffs Front And Centre 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

The Tawny Syndicate offers three lots in the 
Mixed section of Sunday’s CTS Ready To 
Run and Mixed Sale, to be conducted online 
with gavelhouse.com. 
 
Jeff Shill manages this well-established and 
performed syndicate on behalf of clients. 
 
He says one good starting point is that they are 
all physically sound. They are all in training and 
able to earn prize money. 
 
Lot 172 is Ascending Heights, a two-time  
winning filly by Pathfork from Flight Queen 
(Fantastic Light). She’s a staying type, in the 
care of Alan Greeff. 
 

Also with Greeff is Lot 170, the useful higher 
division handicapper Tarsus (VAR), a winner of 
five races (the latest on 6 November not  
catalogued). He is in good form and won’t stop 
here. 
 
Lot 176 is Leprechaun, the beautifully-bred, 
lightly-raced Silvano gelding with two wins from 
13 starts, recently consistently placed and 
bound to pick up a few more wins.  
 
He is also stabled by Greeff. 
 
capethoroughbredsales.com 
 
To download a Buyers Card click HERE 
 

Tawny Syndicate has three at RTR  

Lot 170—Tarsus 

https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/RTR/2020/downloads/Application%20For%20Buyers%20Card.pdf
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Rainbow Beach Trading are selling five 
horses in training in the Mixed section of 
the CTS Ready To Run Sale on Sunday, all 
in the care of champion trainer Sean Tarry 
and each with potential of a quick return. 
 
Lot 167 is Precious Stone (Seventh Rock) a 
lightly raced four-year-old gelding who has 
placed five times, close-up, after winning his 
Maiden - most recently just two lengths off  
Saviour in a MR80 handicap. Ready to race 
again. 
 
Lot 169 is Take The World (Pomodoro), a four-
year-old showing one place from three runs – 
good enough to promise more. He’s been  
rested since June and is short of race fitness. 
 Lot 171 is Able Surprise, a four-year-old  

gelding by Visionaire, a winner of his  
Turffontein Maiden in June, scope for more. 
Rested, not at peak fitness. 
 
Lot 174 is the game Gold Rock (Pomodoro), 
who has won two of 11 starts and is in top form, 
having been pipped into second at the Vaal on 
November 19. 
 
In Full Bloom (Lot 175) has won 3 of 21 starts, 
with two good places in his last four runs. This 
five-year-old mare by Seventh Rock is not done 
for yet, fit to race, and very effective on the  
polytrack. 
capethoroughbredsales.com 
To download a Buyers Card click HERE 

Rainbow Beach bring five to RTR 

 Lot 174-Gold Rock 

Lot 175-In Full Bloom 

https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/RTR/2020/downloads/Application%20For%20Buyers%20Card.pdf

