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Peter White - a staunch supporter of racing for 
many years and who had a number of useful 
horses with Laird - has passed away following 
a short illness. 
 
"We will miss Peter - he was straight as an  
arrow. We used to joke ‘Always right, Mr 
White.’ He could badger you till you agreed 
with him," said Laird. 
 
"He was a good friend to have on your side. He 
was a wonderful supporter of the yard and we 
are better off for having known him," he added. 
 
Laird considers Carbon Leader, Green Top, 
Lagadima and last week's Vaal winner,  
Marigold as amongst the best horses he 
trained for White.  
 
“Carbon Leader was bred by Peter and won 

the KZN Mile, while Lagadima was a top  
division performer without winning a feature 
race," said Laird. 
 
Ridden by S'manga Khumalo who paid tribute 
to White after the filly's win, Marigold has had 
the misfortune to be born in the same year as 
Summer Cup favourite, Summer Pudding. Paul 
Peter's star beat her by one length in the SA 
Fillies Classic in March. 
 
Another trainer who did exceptionally well for 
White was Diane Stenger with Glenrossal prob-
ably the pick of the good number of winners 
she saddled for the popular owner. The filly 
won four races including the Gauteng Fillies 
Guineas. 
 
Two days after Peter White's death his three 
year-old, Royal Wulff, was sent (to Page 2) 

As he puts finishing touches to Pack Leader's assault on Saturday's WSB Summer Cup, 
there is an air of sadness in the Randjesfontein stable of Alec Laird, writes David Mollett. 

Will Alec be Laird of the castle again?  
Alec Laird’s last Gr1 win was when Smart Call took the final J&B Met in 2016. Will that change Saturday? 
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News that this season's leading rider, Lyle 
Hewitson, will partner Cornish Pomodoro has 
resulted in the four year-old shortening from  
16-1 to 14-1. Many pundits feel the gelding has 
a lot to prove, but Sean Tarry has won the last 
three runnings of Joburg's most popular race. 
 
Following his win on Malmoos at Kenilworth on 
Saturday, champion apprentice, Luke Ferraris, 
will be hoping for a big run from last year's  
victor, Zillzaal.  
 
The son of Silvano - now 16-1 from 18-1  - ran 
superbly in the Charity Mile finishing under two 
lengths behind the winner, Hudoo Magic. 
 
Ferraris will also have to overcome a wide 
draw on Zillzall, but he can point to the fact that 
he's got a better barrier than Summer Pudding 
and stablemate, Victoria Paige.  
 
Courtesy of Business Day   
www.businesslive.co.za/bd 

off favourite for a maiden race at Turffontein 
and the race caller remarked it would be "fitting" 
if the colt won. He ran second. 
 
White's reaction would probably have been: "In 
racing you never count your chickens - there 
aren't that many happy endings." 
 

With regard to Pack Leader's (above) chance in  
Saturday's Summer Cup, Laird feels there are a 
number of factors in his favour.  
 
"First it's a handicap, secondly he's well drawn 
and lastly my jockey (S'manga Khumalo) is in 
red-hot form." 
 
In the Cup betting market, Summer Pudding 
has eased from 18-10 to 5-2 with Pack Leader 
now the firm second favourite at 9-2.  
 

Will Alec be Laird of the castle again?—from Page 1 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Oldest thoroughbred pic? 

One of the oldest pictures of a Thoroughbred 
ever taken. Wild Dayrell, born 1852 & pictured 
as a three-year-old in 1855.  
 
Six generations from Herod and eight from the 
Godolphin Arabian, Wild Dayrell was  
described as "one of the finest specimens of a 
racehorse" ever seen. 
 
 - The Morning Feed 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com


3 

 



4 

 

“Our Ready To Run entries are neat and 
strong,” says Craig Carey, representing 
Ridgemont Highlands. “We have seven  
consigned, they’re all nice and that’s  
important to us.” 
 
In Lot order, Craig’s comments below: 
Lot 84: “A scopey type of filly by Duke Of  
Marmalade from Royal Trip, a Listed winner. 
This is her second foal.” 
 
Lot 86: “Lot 86 is a first foal we named Over 
Two You, sired by Twice Over from Sassy Sal, 
by High Chapparal. She has a good  
international pedigree. She’s a scopey sort, 
may take some time like many of the Twice 
Overs, but she has a touch of class, one worth 
waiting for if you want to win bigger races.” 
 
Lot 100: “A nice Flower Alley filly from Vol De 
Nuit, by Silvano. We’ve seen the Flower Alley’s 
starting to perform well around the country, 
some of them take time but this one looks like 
she’ll come quick. We like her.” 
 
Lot 111: “A neat and strong filly called By  
Royal Command. She’s from Avilda (Jallad), 
the multiple Listed winner. She moves well.” 
 
Lot 112: “A Jackson filly, big and strong with 
plenty of scope. She’s from Baltia, by VAR, 
from the close family of Mother Russia and 
Winter Solstice. The first foal of a mare we’re 
expecting a lot from.” 

Lot 153: “Equerry is a grey colt by Coup De 
Grace from multiple winner Lavish Girl. The 
Coup De Grace offspring have shown that they 
are middle distance horses, not sprinters and it 
may just be a question of time before he proves 
himself. This is a good mover, expected to 
come to hand over middle distances.” 
 

Lot 163: “A very strong colt by  
Gimmethegreenlight from Miss Mischief, by Qui 
Danzig, who has produced several multiple 
winners. He has good looks and should come 
to hand early.”  
capethoroughbredsales.com 
To download a Buyers Card click HERE 

Ridgemont Highlands scaling RTR heights 

 Lot 163 Gimmethegreenlight x Miss Mischief colt. 

https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/RTR/2020/downloads/Application%20For%20Buyers%20Card.pdf
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Beaumont Stud’s Anton Shepherd  
traditionally prefers to let his farm’s  
graduates do their talking on the racetrack. 
 
But he was less reserved than normal when 
speaking of his 2020 CTS Ready To Run  
consignment.  
 
Shepherd regards his entire 13-strong draft as 
outstanding and highlighted a number of them 
with comments, as below: 
 
Lot 10:  The United States filly x Princess 
Lily “A smart grey The United States filly out of 
the Lily family - grey Lilly family, big, pretty and 
did I say grey? Say no more! 

  
Lot 54: Silvano colt x Gettna (pictured above)  
“A classic horse, a ¾ brother to exported 
Vodacom July runner-up Al Sahem and Gr1 
performer Al Mutawakel.  
 
His brother, Good Time Guy won his second 
start by 3, odds on.  A big scopy Silvano, 
they’re the ones you want! 
  
Lot 76: Jackson colt x Pearl Hostess 
“The only colt sibling to a group 1 winner in the 
catalogue. From a prolific black-type producing 

mare by Elliodor, a granddaughter of Party 
Time. It doesn’t get better than that.  
 
He’s a smart, high quality colt who will mature 
into a classic horse.” 
  
Lot 146: What a Winter colt x Katie Star 
“An extremely powerful, good-moving colt. He’s 
a half-brother to Gr2 Merchants winner,  
Varikate, and will be very quick.” 
 
Lot 157: Master of my Fate filly x Luna de  
Victoria “Her dam is a feature race-winning  
sister to stallion Act of War. A classy filly full of 
quality.” 

  
Lot 165: Futura filly x Money Can’t Buy Me 
Love “A big, scopey and beautiful filly from a 
black-type mare who has produced two stakes 
winners, and hopefully a Gr 1 winner on  
Saturday when Youcanthurrylove runs in the 
WSB Summer Cup at Turffontein. Anybody 
would love to own her for both racing and 
breeding. She’s the Real Deal. 
 
capethoroughbredsales.com 
 
To download a Buyers Card click HERE 

 Beaumont’s best being shepherded to RTR  

                                                    Lot 54. Pic-Wayne Marks.                                                   Lot 165. Pic-Wayne Marks. 

https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/RTR/2020/downloads/Application%20For%20Buyers%20Card.pdf
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Rainbow Bridge, winner of the 2019 Sun Met 
and a string of other big races including the 
Champions Cup and the Gold Challenge, 
makes his eagerly-awaited reappearance in 
the Tabonline.co.za Pinnacle Stakes over 
1400m at Kenilworth on Wednesday when 
rising star Luke Ferraris  will ride him in 
public for the first time, writes Michael 
Clower for the Kenilworth Racing  
Newsletter. 
 
The six-year-old opened a prohibitive 3-10 
when World Sports Betting opened its book (on 
adjusted ratings he has 7kg and more in hand). 
But there will be almost as much interest in  
African Night Sky who runs for the first time 
since his controversial run in the 2018 
Vodacom Durban July. 
 
“Rainbow Bridge has been doing pretty well but 
he is nowhere near fit yet,” said Eric Sands on 
Tuesday morning. Sands is already eyeing the 
Green Point Stakes at the Cape Town course 
on December 12.  
 
“My aim is the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate (Jan 
9) and the Met three weeks later. I want the 
Queen’s Plate to be his third run back and the 
Met his fourth of the campaign because his 
second run of the season can be a little bit flat 
even though he always runs well in it. Luke 
rode the horse in a spin on Saturday and did so 
again this morning.” 
 
Stable companion and half-brother Golden 
Ducat will return at Kenilworth on December 2. 
“We had a little hiccup with him so he is not as 
fit as he might be. He will gallop this week and 
will come back in a progress plate, either over a 
mile or over 1 200m.” 
 
African Night Sky started a warm favourite for 
the 2018 July but the slow gallop proved fatal. 
He fought for his head and for rider Grant van 
Niekerk the race turned into a living nightmare. 
In a last, despairing throw of the dice he  
decided to give the horse his head and let him 
go. Not surprisingly his mount tired before the 
end and finished a bitterly expensive fifth.  
 
“They went slower and slower but I thought that 
if I went on the horse would settle,” Van 
Niekerk explained afterwards. The jockey was 
widely, and unfairly, criticised by the riders in 
the stands - his mount’s defeat was guaranteed 
once he started fighting his jockey – and  
significantly this season’s leading Cape Town 
rider is back on him Wednesday.  

Owner Fred Crabbia transferred the horse from 
Justin Snaith to Dean Kannemeyer, possibly to 
race in Dubai, but he damaged a tendon and  
was returned to Snaith last December. 
 
“Obviously he hasn’t raced for a long time but 
everything has gone well and I’m looking for a 
nice positive run,” said Justin.  
 
He also runs Wild Coast on whom Richard 
Fourie will be hoping to celebrate Wednesday’s 
35th birthday in appropriate style. “It’s a strong 
field but Wild Coast has been doing well at 
home and we are looking for a good run to give 
us confidence for the future, “ said the trainer. 
 
Vaughan Marshall is also double-handed with 
Silver Operator and Captain Of Stealth who 
looked a future star when winning his first two 
races last season by an aggregate of almost 12 
lengths. Then disaster struck. In a freak  
accident he rapped himself below the joint and 
just above the coronet. Many thought he would 
never race again but Vaughan Marshall  
predicted ten months off. 
 
He has had two runs this season and Marshall 
said: ”He is just about back to his best but it 
hasn’t been plain sailing and he has had a lot of 
little minor issues including bouts of  
urticaria.” 
 
The trainer probably has a better chance with 
his other runner Silver Operator, the mount of 
four-time champion Anton Marcus – “He has 
done very well and I am very happy with him.” 
 
The Paul Reeves-trained Photocopy completes 
the line-up but he is the rank outsider.  
 
Latest WSB odds: 7-20 Rainbow Bridge,  
9-2 Silver Operator,  5-1 Wild Coast,  
15-1 Captain Of Stealth, 16-1 African Night Sky 
20-1 Photocopy. 

Bridge meets the Sky in juicy Kenilworth Pinnacle  

Pic—Chase Liebenberg. 
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After his impressive win (above) in the  
De Grendel CTS Ready To Run Stakes last 
weekend, Seeing The Stars has had his  
merit rating adjusted from 112 to 117.  
 
This makes the Vercingetorix colt the second 
highest rated three-year-old colt in the country 
after Mount Pleasant (127) who is a red-hot 
favourite for the Grade 2 Dingaan’s at  
Turffontein on Saturday.    
 
Stuart Perrigrew’s undefeated Anything Goes is 
of course the leading three-year-old filly, with a 
mark of 120.   
 
Mount Pleasant’s stable mate Malmoos was 
raised from 110 to 114 after being made to 
work by Linebacker (now 112) before  
winning the Grade 2 Concorde Stakes and  
remaining unbeaten.  
 
Seeking The Stars had defeated Linebacker in 
far more convincing fashion when winning the 
Grade 3 Cape Classic, so it seems logical that 
he is rated superior to Malmoos at this stage.  
 
But the Cape Guineas on 19 December will tell 
us once and for all who the real deal is. Not that 
it’s a two horse race.  -tt 
 
Other key NHA rating changes were:  

• Cape Thoroughbred Sales Cape  
Merchants (Handicap) (Grade 2) 

ERIK THE RED has had his rating raised from 
107 to 114 after he captured the Grade 2 Cape 
Thoroughbred Sales Cape Merchants  
handicap) over 1200m at Kenilworth  
on Saturday.  The solitary three-year-old in a 
field of 12, ERIK THE RED was 3 pounds or 
1.5 kgs under sufferance at the weights, which 
is partly the reason for the seven pound hike in 
his rating. 

• Fillies Mile (Grade 3) 
GEE FOR GO has had her rating raised from 
104 to 106 after she won the Grade 3 Fillies 
Mile for three-year-olds over 1600m at  
Turffontein (standside track) on Saturday. 

The Handicappers used GEE FOR GO to rate 
the event, but raised her to 106 to make her the 
equal of 3rd placed DUE DILIGENCE, who 
had GEE FOR GO behind her when winning 
the Grade 3 Starling Stakes on the same 
course three weeks earlier.    

Runner-up MISS ELEGANCE was raised from 
91 to 102, 4th finisher CASTLE DURROW is up 
from 88 to 90, while PATON’S TEARS is up 
from 85 to 88. There were no ratings drops for 
any runner in this event. 

Seeking The Stars now 117 

Scenes like this from the Cheltenham festival are still some way away. 
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In a move welcomed with surprise and  
delight by racing and bookmakers UK prime 
minister Boris Johnson announced English 
racecourses will be allowed to start  
welcoming back limited crowds from next  
Wednesday, while betting shops can  
re-open too. 
 
Up to 4,000 people will be admitted to outdoor 
sporting venues in the areas of England least 
affected by Covid-19 in Tier 1, a number which 
would drop to 2,000 in Tier 2. 
 
And in a further boost to the sport, betting 
shops across England will open their doors 
again along with other non-essential retail 
premises when the England-wide coronavirus 
lockdown comes to an end. 
 
Racing's stakeholders welcomed the somewhat 
unexpected development, with BHA chief  
executive Nick Rust describing the UK  
government's announcement as "more  
welcome news" following last week's offer of 
financial assistance in the form of £40 million in 
loans.   
 
Under the winter plan to tackle the exit from 
lockdown in England, sport will remain behind 
closed doors in Tier 3 under the system of  
zoning announced by the prime minister to 
the House of Commons on Monday.  
 
While the UK government's winter plan  
essentially revisits the three-tier system in 
place across England before lockdown, one 

crucial difference to emerge is that betting 
shops will be treated the same as other non-
essential retail, meaning they will be allowed to 
open, even in most seriously affected areas.  
 
One key concession offered by the gambling 
industry which appears to have made a  
difference in the UK government's thinking is a 
series of reinforced Covid protocols for shops in 
Tier 3, with chairs being removed, a limit on the 
number of customers allowed entry at any one 
time, and a stop to showing any live sport.  
 
Casinos will remain closed in Tier 3 areas but 
the news that all betting shops in England can 
reopen from next Wednesday will not only be 
welcomed by the companies themselves, but 
by those charged with looking after racing's  
finances. The coronavirus lockdown is  
estimated to have cost racing £12.5 million in 
lost levy and media rights payments due to the 
closure of all 5,681 betting shops in England. 
  
Saturday, December 5, features the Betfair  
Tingle Creek meeting at Sandown, which is in 
the borough of Elmbridge, an area with a  
relatively low transmission rate of 144 new  
cases per 100,000 people, although both  
London and the south-east have seen rising 
numbers of new infections over the last week.  
 
Cheltenham looks unlikely to be placed in Tier 
3, meaning crowds on some scale could be  
admitted for the two-day International Meeting 
on December 11 and 12.  
racingpost.com 

Fans return to UK racing next week   

Scenes like this from the Cheltenham festival are still some way away. 


