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“We’ve made an extremely solid start to this 
season, and I am very happy with the way 
things are going. And we have a lovely bunch 
of three-year-olds. Quite a few decent unraced 
ones so a lot to look forward to. As we are  
seeing in the feature races, this is a way above 
average bunch of youngsters.”  
 
And Reunion certainly looked more than a bit 
above average himself on Saturday as the 
Flower Alley colt won by more than ten lengths 
over 1600m on debut at Turffontein, despite 
going off at 16-1!  
 
“He’s always looked like a top horse, and has 
highly impressed all the jockeys who have 
worked him. We weren’t totally confident on 
Saturday after a substandard workout, but we 
tried to restrain him then, and he’s a free  

striding type. In addition he was a bit coltish on 
the day, which he has never shown at home.   
 
“Regarding plans for him, we will decide  
whether to have a go at the Cape Derby or 
keep him here and wait for the Triple Crown.” 
 
The handicappers gave Reunion a mark of 98 
after that scintillating opening performance. 
 
But on to the belle of the ball Summer Pudding. 
I put it to him that based on her recent  
comeback run it appears the 8 from 8  
champion is still improving?   
 
“I agree. She’s improved in her physique, and 
has grown up mentally. People forget she is a 
late foal – she only actually turned four on  
Saturday. She’s so intelligent, and (to Page 2)

Paul Peter saddles the undefeated undisputed queen of SA racing Summer Pudding in the 
R1 million World Sports Betting Summer Cup on Saturday at Turffontein. He spoke to us 

about the Equus horse-of-the-year and other matters. (Pics by Candiese Lenferna) 

Cup win would be sweet for Pudding 

Pic-Chase Liebenberg.. Seeking The Stars coming home lonely in the recent Grade 3 Cape Classic (Pic-Wayne Marks) 
Peter, SP and Kennedy put on their game faces 
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doesn’t stay the 1600, we will be ready to 
pounce. Warren (Kennedy) thinks our horse is 
crying out for the mile. 
 
“And don’t ignore Catch 22 there. He got into 
trouble in the Graham Beck but was finishing 
the race off very strongly.  
 
“In the New Turf Carriers Merchants Bold  
Ransom has a massive shout. But his low draw 
could be a problem if the going comes up soft.  
I think Bohica is the one to beat there.” 
 
Peter finished third on the trainers log last  
season, and currently this term sits on the 
shoulder of leader Justin Snaith. A Summer 
Cup win would see him poke his nose in front. 
So he must have champion trainer ambitions?  
 
“You always dream big, but Snaith may be 
tough to beat. He’s got a satellite yard in KZN, 
so can raid Joburg easily, and Cape stakes 
have just about doubled recently. But it’s nice 
to be in this position, thanks to the great team 
behind me,” he states modestly.  
 
And in conclusion he gives credit to stable  
jockey Warren Kennedy: “Warren is a great 
judge, and gives incredible feedback. He’s a 
very bright person, and easy to work with. A 
complete professional and a team player.” 
 
So it’s hardly surprising the current champion 
jockey, and self-effacing Peter have proven to 
be such a lethal combination. -tt   

knows what to do now. Her demeanour has  
really changed in the two months since she 
came back from a break at Mauritzfontein.” 
 
And not surprisingly he is  looking forward to   
Saturday: “I’m very confident. We’ve had some 
rain, which is in her favour as she likes a bit of 
cut in the ground.  And a bad draw is a bad 
draw. But we wouldn’t want to be cramped on 
the fence, so I’m not too worried.” 

And afterwards all going well the superstar 
(above) is heading for a summer at the seaside 
in Cape Town: “Please god all goes to plan, 
and if so, she will be heading to Cape Town for 
the Paddock Stakes and Met. I won’t be raiding 
– if we go I will send something like ten horses 
to make it worthwhile. She will be in the care of 
Eric Sands – a friend of mine who certainly 
knows how to look after top horses.” 
 
Of course Saturday is about more than just 
Summer Pudding for the stable, and Peter 
gives us an insight into a few of his other  
feature runners.  
 
“I expect Astrix to run into the money in the 
Summer Cup. He will be tucked in and will run 
on. He didn’t have much luck in the Victory 
Moon.” 
 
“MK’s Pride is a lovely horse, and I think the 
world of him. He came through his last run in 
the Emperors Palace Ready-To-Run so well. 
We have to beat Mount Pleasant in the WSB 
Dingaans, but if that one fluffs his lines or 

Cup win would be sweet for Pudding—from Page 1 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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John Everett’s Narrow Creek Stud offers 
two nice colts at the CTS Ready To Run and 
Mixed Sale on Sunday, and Lot 89 is  
interestingly named Lock Down. 
 
Everett chuckled: “This may be an omen, he’s a 
quality colt by What A Winter. He was actually 
named long before the lockdown started.  
 
His dam is Social  
Climber, she’s a half-
sister to Badgers Gift 
and this is only her 
third foal, it’s a good 
family.  
 
“We came up with the 
name Lock Down,  
because this is what 
happens when   
mountaineers climb in 
the middle of winter 
and base camp is 
closed for safety. 
They call it Lock 
Down. 
 
“He was withdrawn 
from the National Sale 
in April, but is much 
more mature now, a 
lovely horse.” 
 
 

The other colt from Narrow Creek is Lot 93, by 
Rafeef from the two-time winner, Tilbury 
(Windrush), from the extended family of Senor 
Santa and London Guest. 
 
“I tell you, he’s a bull of a horse, a monster, 
there is lots to work with here,” said Everett. 
 
capethoroughbredsales.com 

Lock Down breaking out for RTR 

 Lot 89 Lock Down.                                            (pic-Wayne Marks) 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

The recently retired super stallion, Silvano, 
will have a pair of two-year-olds sired at his 
home base, Maine Chance Farms, coming to 
the CTS Ready To Run and Mixed Sale on 
Sunday. 
 
Lot 107 is Arilena (Silvano x Air Pocket), a  
second foal from a Jet Master mare closely  
related to King’s Gambit and Lady Brompton. 
 
“She’s a very nice, strong filly, representing the 
Silvano/Jet Master cross, same as Hawwaam,” 
said Tim Bootsma, Stud Manager. 
 
Lot 123 is Dawn Mission, a Silvano colt from 
Dawn Chorus. “He’s nice and scopey, a very 
athletic type,” enthused Bootsma. 

Lot 81 is the first foal of Quippi (Trippi), sired by 
Vercongetorix. She’s named Queen Of  
Shadows and Bootsma said: “A big filly for a 
first foal, she’s athletic with a nice depth of 
girth.” 
 
Lastly, Lot 92, Sweet by Sycho, a daughter of 
Duke Of Marmalade and the Silvano mare  
Sugar Frosted, a winner over 1400m. “This is a 
nice cross, she’s a good-legged, athletic filly 
with substance.” 
 
Bootsma said that potential buyers will be able 
to view the Maine Chance draft at Durbanville 
on Tuesday, 24 November. 
 
capethoroughbredsales.com 

 Super Silvano’s in Maine Chance RTR draft 

Lot 107 Arilena(Silvano x Air Pocket)                                                                                                   Pic-Wayne Marks. 
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Godolphin’s four-time Group 1 winner 
Ghaiyyath(Ire) (above) has scooped the top 
honours at the 30th annual Cartier Awards. 
 
The five-year-old son of Dubawi is the third 
Cartier Horse of the Year for Sheikh  
Mohammed’s Godolphin operation following 
Daylami (Ire) in 1999 and Fantastic Light in 
2001. Trained by Charlie Appleby, Ghaiyyath 
also claimed the Cartier Older Horse category 
ahead of Addeybb (Ire), Enable (GB) and  
Magical (Ire). 
 
There was further success for the Maktoum 
family when Palace Pier (GB) owned by Sheikh 
Hamdan bin Mohammed Al Maktoum and 
trained by John Gosden, was named Cartier 
Three-Year-Old Colt ahead of  
Kameko, Pinatubo (Ire) and Siskin.  
 
In an outstanding 2020 season, he won the G1 
St James’s Palace Stakes at Royal Ascot  
before defeating his elders in the G1 Prix du 
Haras de Fresnay-le-Buffard Jacques Le 
Marois at Deauville. 
 
Love (Ire) (Galileo {Ire}) remained undefeated 
in her three starts this year, winning the 1000 
Guineas, Oaks and Yorkshire Oaks for Aidan 
O’Brien and the Coolmore partners. The Cartier 
Three-Year-Old Filly won in a division which 
included fellow nominees Alpine Star (Ire),  
Fancy Blue (Ire) and Wonderful Tonight (Fr). 

Sheikh Hamdan Al Maktoum’s 6-year-
old Battaash (Ire) was awarded the Cartier 
Sprinter honours following a season which  
included victory in the G1 King’s Stand S., G2 
King George Qatar S. at Goodwood for the 
fourth time, and the G1 Coolmore Nunthorpe S. 
for the second year running.  
 
The Charlie Hills-trained gelding clinched the 
award ahead of fellow nominees Dream Of 
Dreams (Ire), Glass Slippers (GB) and Glen 
Shiel (GB). 

For the third consecutive year, one of the most 
popular horses in training, Stradivarius (Ire) 
(above) was named Cartier Stayer. Owned and 
bred by Bjorn Nielsen and trained by John 
Gosden, the 6-year-old captured the G1 Gold 
Cup at Royal Ascot for a third time as well as 
winning his fourth G1 Qatar Goodwood Cup.  
(Continues Page 10) 

Ghaiyyath Cartier horse-of-year   
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Also shortlisted in this category were Galileo 
Chrome (Ire), Princess Zoe (Ger) and  
Wonderful Tonight (Fr). 
 
The Aidan O’Brien-trained G1 Criterium  
International winner Van Gogh, who became 
the first European Group 1 winner for his sire 
American Pharoah, has been named Cartier 
Two-Year-Old Colt of 2020.  
 
Van Gogh is yet another feather in the cap of 
David and Diana Nagle’s Barronstown Stud, 
whose long list of Group 1-winning graduates 
includes Irish Derby winner Sovereign (Ire), G1 
St Leger winner Kew Gardens (Ire) and the four
-time G1 Ascot Gold Cup winner Yeats (Ire).  
 
The operation’s record of breeding top-class 
horses over four decades was recognised at 
the ITBA breeding and racing awards last  
January as they were inducted in to the Hall of 
Fame.  
 
In total, the Nagles have bred 29 individual 
Group 1 winners of 44 Classic or Group 1  
races. Also nominated in the juvenile colts’  
category were Battleground, Mac Swiney (Ire) 
and St Mark’s Basilica (Ire). 

The Cartier Two-Year-Old Filly fell to one from 
the Joseph O’Brien (above) stable, Pretty  
Gorgeous (Fr).  
 
Owned by John Oxley, she  
finished the year in style by winning the G1 
bet365 Fillies’ Mile at Newmarket. Her fellow 
nominees were Alcohol Free (GB), Campanelle 
(Ire) and Tiger Tanaka (Ire). 
 
With two horses from his stable having picked 
up awards, John Gosden OBE was the  
recipient of the Cartier/Daily Telegraph Award 

of Merit in 2020. Champion trainer in Britain for 
the past three seasons, he has saddled over 
3,500 winners during a 41-year career and has 
been responsible for a record five Cartier Horse 
of the Year recipients: Kingman (2014), Golden 
Horn (2015), Enable (2017 & 2019) and  
Roaring Lion (2018). 
 
Harry Herbert, Cartier’s Racing Consultant, 
said, “Back in the spring, nobody knew if we 
would even have a European Flat season in 
2020 but with the hard work of everyone in the 
racing industry we were ultimately rewarded 
with a season to savour. 
 
“Racing cannot continue without the ongoing 
support of owners and I would like to extend my 
congratulations to tonight’s winners—
Godolphin, Coolmore, Sheikh Hamdan bin  
Mohammed Al Maktoum, Sheikh Hamdan Al 
Maktoum, Bjorn Nielsen and John Oxley.” 
 
He added, “John Gosden has truly reached the 
summit of his profession and is the perfect  
recipient for the Cartier/Daily Telegraph Award 
of Merit in 2020. With his supreme eloquence 
and communication skills, racing is very lucky 
to have such a fabulous ambassador. 
 
“I would like to end by extending special thanks 
to Cartier, Sky Sports Racing, The Daily  
Telegraph and Racing Post. Cartier’s support of 
these prestigious awards stretches right back to 
1991 and is ongoing, even in today’s troubled 
times. We are truly blessed to be able to enjoy 
such tremendous support.” 
 
Laurent Feniou, Managing Director of Cartier 
UK, commented: “In what has proved to be a 
year in which so many people have faced  
exceptional challenges, I am delighted for the 
Cartier Racing Awards to be broadcast on Sky 
Sports Racing allowing the racing public to join 
us in watching the presentation this year.  
 
“It is an honour to celebrate the very best of 
horseracing, especially this year as we honour 
the 30th anniversary of the Cartier Racing 
Awards. My heartfelt congratulations go out to 
this exceptional year’s winners.” 
 
The Cartier Awards, which are usually  
presented during a glittering ceremony in  
London, were this year broadcast live on Sky 
Sports Racing. 
 
www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 

Ghaiyyaath Cartier horse-of-year-from Page 8 
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The second annual Jockeys vs Songo kids 
BMX challenge took place in the parade ring 
straight after the last race at Kenilworth on  
Saturday.  

And as you can see a lot of fun was had by all.  
But there is a more serious side, as Oscar 
Foulkes explains: 

“The big picture is that the funds raised from 
the event support the Songo programme, which 
delivers life skills and educational support to 
kids in the Kayamandi community (in  
Stellenbosch).  
 
“Already at a massive disadvantage due to 60-
plus pupils per classroom, not to mention the 
socio-economic factors that limit their  
opportunities for both learning and earning, the 
extended lockdown effectively shut down their 
education.  
 
“It’s important for them to get access to digital 
learning, hence the tablet based ‘School-In-A 
Box’ initiative.”  
 
After giving the jockeys a good hiding last year, 
the kids were held to a 58-58 tie  
allegedly due to some slightly dubious scoring.  
 
All images courtesy of Luke Knowles.  –tt 

Songo Kids held by  jockeys 


