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Generally regarded as Zimbabwean born and 
bred, it comes as a surprise to find that his  
journey actually started in Cape Town .  
 
“My mother was English and my father South 
African, and only six weeks after I was born in 
1952  we moved to Bulawayo. I grew up with 
racing all around me, as my dad Bill Champion 
was a very good owner/trainer who only trained 
for himself. Something like Billy Prestage does 
in Cape Town today. I used to ride work for 
him, but that’s a long time ago now.” 
 
He returned to the Cape in 1984. And his entry 
into the world of the agent came partly by 
chance.   
 
“I was always around the racing scene here 
from that time, and had interests in a few  

horses with Glen Puller. One day I was having 
drinks at the stables and said to (now trainer) 
Piet Botha ‘I rate you as a rider, how come you 
get so few rides?’. He replied it was down to 
him being a bit shy and not asking enough.  
 
“So I said we should give it a trial for six 
months. And he jumped from nowhere into the 
top ten in Cape Town. And then I arranged a 
good job in Mauritius for him. 
 
“Anyway the day he left Karl Neisius, who I 
barely knew, took me aside. ‘You’ve done a 
great job with Piet will you do my rides?’  he 
asked me.” 
 
And as the unforgettable line in film classic 
Casablanca goes, that was the beginning of a 
beautiful friendship. (to Page 2)     

In terms of the overall racing public, the role of a jockey’s agent is shrouded in mystery. So 
we caught up with the doyen of local representatives, 67-year-old Rob Champion for an  

insight into the world of the wheeler and dealer…. 

Champion agent speaks his mind 
Pic-Chase Liebenberg.. Rob Champion (right) enjoying some ‘down time’ with former client Glen Hatt. 
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a confirmed ride. A lot of unexpected things 
can happen on the day of scratchings, both 
good and bad.” 
 
“Then in the afternoon nominations come out 
for forthcoming meetings, so you get onto the 
trainers and do your best to get your guy rides 
with a winning chance. You also liaise with the 
trainers over when they want him to come and 
work the horse and things like that. Like any 
business you get to know your customers’ likes 
and dislikes. Talking of which one of my pet 
peeves is jockeys using unregistered agents.” 
 
And he has certainly represented some top 
names over the years. Apart from Botha and 
Neisius, Bernard Fayd’Herbe, Glen Hatt, Felix 
Coetzee, and the late Alec Forbes have all 
been part of his ‘stable of stars’ at some stage 
over the years.  
 
The current roster comprises Stuart Randolph, 
Donovan Dillon, Louis Mxothwa and the  
currently in Mauritius Pierre-Corne Orffer. 
 
“After winning the Cape Classic on him Louis is 
riding Seeking The Stars again in the R1,25 
million CTS Ready-to-Run on Saturday. 
Vaughan Marshall being the gentleman he is 
he kept us on. Not surprisingly there was plenty 
of other interest in the ride.  
 
“And Donovan is very excited about the  
prospect of riding Golden Ducat in the Cape  
season. When suspended recently he flew 

down here so he could work him every day.” -tt 

“I was Karl’s agent for 12 or 13 years until he 
retired, and we have become almost like family. 
In fact his daughter Abigail is my godchild.” 
 
And in the years just before and after the  
millennium he also enjoyed his ‘golden years’ 
as an owner.  
 
“My first Grade 1 winner was Sciantiso in the 
Gold Cup of 1997. He was a real mudlark, and 
on the day of the race the ground was  
bottomless. Anyway he went start to finish at 
Greyville under Freddie Macaskill. Racing was 
abandoned straight afterwards. He was trained 
by the Englishman Richard Aldous.” 
 
And even better was to come: “I had a great run 
of horses in partnership with Robert  
Bloomberg. Eurovision and Joshua’s Princess 
both won Graded races, and African Lion and  
Dunford  Grade 1’s.” 
 
The latter two were both sons of unheralded 
Shalford. Trained by Mike Bass, and ridden by 
Anton Marcus, African Lion won the Champions 
Cup of 2003, and Dunford (below) an  
unforgettable Vodacom July of 2005.  

He runs me through the daily routine of an 
agent: “First thing I do is write up my ride 
sheets for the day and get them to the NRB.” 
(A ride sheet is a list of confirmed rides an 
agent has secured for his jockey regarding a 
particular meeting.) 
 
“You then follow how the final fields develop 
online and fill in the gaps where you don’t have 

Champion agent speaks his mind—from Page 1 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Normandy Stud will be bringing eight prized 
two-year-olds to the CTS Ready To Run And 
Mixed Sale, and they’ll be selling a further 
four quality colts and fillies as agent. 
Normandy’s always enthusiastic Oscar Foulkes 
is looking forward to 29 November and he 
made notes of the draft, as below: 
 
Lot 1: f. Coup de Grace – Nordic Wind 
We have high hopes for the direction this family 
is going. This is a racy filly with the look of a 
sprinter-miler, which is typical of the family. 
She’s inbred to Storm Cat, a pedigree pattern 
made famous by Nother Russia. 
  
Lot 13: c. Gimmethegreenlight –  
                 Royal Jubilee 
One of just three Gimme colts in the RTR  
section of the sale. His dam has already bred a 
winner, and her second foal looks likely to get a 
run in the 2020 RTR race. It’s a running family, 
and this colt gives every indication of delivering 
on the promise of his sire. He hasn’t put a foot 
wrong in his preparation. 
 
Lot 20: f. Querari – Sherry 
Qualifies for BSA Yearling Sales Cup and the 
BSA juvenile added stakes. Both of these  
money-earning opportunities are for two-year-
olds, and we’d make this filly a prime prospect. 
She’s a good mover who shows plenty pace.  

Lot 27: c. Admiral Kitten – The Right Answer 
Qualifies for BSA Yearling Sales Cup and the 
BSA juvenile added stakes. We’re delighted 
with the way this chap has developed. He was 
extremely backward when we bought him as a 
weanling, and he’s grown into a lovely colt.  
 
His sire is a Grade I-winning son of Kitten’s 
Joy, which makes him one of the better  
prospects to retire to stud here. This colt  could 
be a bargain buy. 
 
Lot 36: f. Gimmethegreenlight – Azarenka 
Our ‘tennis family’ has cracked a top seed with 
this filly! We think she’s quite special, (to Pg 6)

Normandy making  RTR invasion  

 Lot 36 Gimmethegreenlight filly. (pic-Wayne Marks).  
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and she’s one of just two Gimme fillies on the 
RTR section of the sale.  
 
Lot 45: c. Querari – Ekaterina 
We believe this colt has star quality. He’s had 
‘the look’ since he was a foal, and he’s grown 
up into a high quality, athletic colt. If he was 
being prepared for his first juvenile start, he’d 
be the kind of horse that would be described as 
“catching pigeons”.  
 
Lot 66: f. Coup de Grace – Janis 
Coup de Grace is churning out three-year-old 
winners as his progeny start going around the 
turn, but this is a filly we can see shaping in a 
juvenile 1000m. She has a sprinter’s look about 
her, from one of our best families. 
 
Lot 67: c. Jackson – Lady of the Fleece 
Qualifies for BSA Yearling Sales Cup and the 
BSA juvenile added stakes. Three-parts brother 
in blood to GG’s Dynasty. He’s a high quality, 
scopey colt. From what we’ve seen, he’s  
athletic, and shows a surprising amount of pace 
for a Jackson. Both of the mare’s runners have 
shown talent, and we wouldn’t rule him out of 
lining up for the R500k 1200m sales race on 
Cape Derby day.  

As agent: 
Lot 8: c. Querari – Pimpinella 
What a handsome looking colt. He’s a good 
size, high quality, scopey and plenty of  
substance. Certainly one of the best looking 
Querari colts we’ve taken to RTR.  
  
Lot 18: f. Vercingetorix – Secret Plan 
The only Vercingetorix filly on the RTR portion 
of the sale, and she’s likely to burn up the track 
when she does her gallop on the 20th. She’s a 
high quality, scopey filly that moves the way 
you’d expect her to.  
  
Lot 25: f. Zoffany – Sweet Trip 
Qualifies for the Klawervlei Farm Sale race. 
Proper international pedigree, and she’s a racy 
type. If export protocols were in place, she’d be 
a potential sale-topper. 
 
Lot 40: c. Twice Over – Carmina 
Qualifies for the Klawervlei Farm Sale race. 
This is a colt for the classics. He has the look of 
a 2000m+ horse, and he’ll just get better and 
better.  
 
capethoroughbredsales.com 
 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Normandy making RTR invasion—from Page 4 

One of these women doesn’t look like a ‘real’ cowgirl. Is it “Shorty” or Miranda? 
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Undefeated Katak has arrived safely in  
Mauritius as he starts the long process of  
emigrating to the east.  
 
En-route to  his final destination, he will next be 
heading to England for a few months before 
finally arriving in Singapore.  
 
And he has already been visited by Vincent  
Allet stable jockey Bernard Fayd’Herbe, who 
sent these pics.  
 
The Potala Palace colt was ridden by 
Fayd’Herbe in his final SA appearance, when 
he completed a sweep of the Cape Winter  
Series by winning the aptly named Pocket  
Power Stakes at Kenilworth in July. 
  
“He’s being aimed at a couple of prestigious 
and lucrative races in the second half of next 
year. That’s the reason we got him out now, as 
the process takes so long, 
  
“If he had stayed for the L’Ormarins Queens 
Plate and Met he would have missed out on 
those Singapore races,” was the work from part 
owner Bryn Ressell’s Racing Manager Mark 
van Deventer. 
  
Ressell owns the colt in partnership with father 
and son Marsh and  Guy Shirtliff, The latter is 
Singapore based  and owns horses  there.    

“If things go well in Singapore he could  
ultimately end up being invited to  Hong Kong. 
  
“But before that please god he travels safely, 
remains sound, and handles all the  
acclimatisation,” concludes  Mark ‘Mother Hen’  
van Deventer. –tt 

Katak on the road to riches  


