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And he warmed up for the coming World Sports 
Betting Summer Cup on the 28th with an easy 
win in the Grade 3 Victory Moon at the  
weekend courtesy of cup acceptor Christopher 
Robin (above) for St John Gray.  
 
But come the big race day, as stable jockey for 
Alec Laird he is booked to partner recent 
equally impressive winner Pack Leader. 
 
“Pack Leader has had a great prep and is a 
very nice horse. He’s really blossomed as the 
big race approaches. He has a good draw and 
is very well handicapped with 54,5kg. He’s 
been there before not too far off the very best 
in Grade 1’s so I am very hopeful. 
 
“But that’s not taking anything away from  
Christopher Robin. He’s in great form and is 

also well weighted. In addition, the 2000m will 
be right up his alley.” 
 
S’Manga has of course enjoyed Cup glory  
before back in 2011 when Joey Soma’s  
Wagner went start-to-finish with a mere 52,5kg.  
 
“Things worked out well that day. I controlled 
the pace and had everything my own way,” he 
remembers fondly. But sadly the son of Tiger 
Ridge never managed to win again after his 
career highpoint. 
 
Khumalo has quite a few firsts to his name.  
Only black South African to win the Vodacom 
Durban July, and be champion jockey being 
two of the obvious ones. But after his two titles 
in 2013/4 and 2015/6, he has taken a step 
back. (Continues Page 2) 

Former two-time champion jockey S’Manga Khumalo has enjoyed a great start to the 20/21 
season, currently sitting fourth on the jockeys championship log with 42 winners at an  

impressive strike rate of 20%. 

Khumalo the leader of the pack?  
Pic-Chase Liebenberg.. 
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“Most definitely that is all behind me now. I had 
to retrain my body not to favour the one leg, but 
nowadays I am far better balanced.”  
 
After a couple of injury hit campaigns things 
have picked up since he teamed up with agent 
Monty Mariemuthoo at the beginning of last 
season: “I owe him a lot and we work very well 
together. He’s been an excellent agent.” 
 
Famously S’Manga had no horsey background  
before joining the jockey academy, and this 
made his recovery process a little tougher:  
 
“It’s probably easier if your extended family is 
all in racing, as they understand better what 
you are going through. But my wife Petunia 
and children Persia and Kaiden gave me lots of 
support. And they have been joined by Evolet, 
who will be two in January.  
 
“I grew up in KwaMashu, a township just north 
of Durban. One day a scout for the jockey 
academy came to my school looking for small 
kids. That moment of fate changed my life. I 
went for the interview, eventually got  
sponsorship from the late Ben Jonsson, and 
have never looked back. 
 
“The funny thing is my grandmother always 
used to call me her jockey, and ‘jockey’ was my 
nickname around the township. But at the time 
I didn’t even know what a jockey was!”   
 
S’manga Khumalo turns 35 the day after the 

WSB Summer Cup. An omen or what? -tt  

“Chasing the championship took its toll on me 
before in terms of injuries. Now it’s time for me 
to enjoy my racing 
 
“The main thing for me now is that I’m loving 
my riding. I’m doing what I love best and  
enjoying plenty of wins. And of course success 
breeds confidence, which leads to more  
success.” 
 
But it wasn’t always so rosy, as a couple of 
years back his career was at a crossroads as a 
result of a serious knee and later back problem. 
The trouble really began for Khumalo as long 
ago as 2011, when a severe fall saw him break 
his tibia.  
 
“The surgeon who did the op didn’t know I was 
a professional sportsman, and the stresses my 
knee would be under. The way the screw was 
put in started to cause me pain after a while.” 

He explains that he was also partly to blame: 
“Because I was always chasing the  
championship and preparing for big races I kept 
putting off having the pin removed”. 
 
However over time things worsened: “The 
screw was catching on the ligaments and  
cartilage, and this led to me developing back 
problems as well as I tried to over compensate. 
The pain became too much and I was finding it 
difficult to compete at the top level. It was time 
to take time off and get fixed”. 
 
He went under the knife in January 2018 to 
have the offending body removed. 

Khumalo the leader of the Pack?—from Page 1 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Monique Schabort of up-and-coming Paarl  
Diamant Stud provides notes on the farm's five 
two-year-old at CTS Ready To Run and Mixed 
Sale, 2020. 

Lot 9: A well-made athletic colt by Vercingetorix 
who looks to be an early type. Compact and 
muscular, oozes quality. Out of a half-sister to 
Gr1 winning sprinter Always In Charge. 
 
Lot 24: It is hard to believe this son of William 
Longsword is a November foal. He is a strong 
solid chap. Muscular with a good shoulder and 
has a no-nonsense, workmanlike presence look 

about him. From the same family as dual Gr1 
winner Clouds Unfold. 
 
Lot: 32: By Querari, a champion sire of 2-y-os, 
from a group-placed dam by a champion sire of 
2-y-os, this half brother to impressive debut 
farm sale Winner Kommetdieding is bred on an 
outstanding cross and has the looks to match. 
 
Lot 53: This is a really good looking son of  
William Longsword who will attract plenty of 
attention. He is out of the four-time winning Fort 
Wood mare Fort Belvedere who has already 
produced four winning foals.  
 
He has a beautiful, big stride and just looks the 
part. He is just going to keep getting better. 
 
Lot 57: The rose among our thorns, this filly by 
What A Winter has an incredible temperament 
and generous eye.  
 
She puts her best foot forward every time she 
steps on to the track. She will just keep on  
improving.  
 
From the same family as undefeated and highly 
exciting colt Malmoos.  
 
capethoroughbredsales.com 
 

Paarl Diamant has some sparklers 

 Lot 53, William Longsword colt. (Wayne Marks).  
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Altus Joubert’s Riethuiskraal Stud has  
produced a consistent flow of high-level 

runners for many years, with Vistula, Sheer 
Talent and the grey Ana Capri flying the Still 
Bay farm’s banner in recent months. 

Stud manager Kassie Robbertze believes  
Riethuiskraal’s 2020 RTR draft is a good, 
strong one, all-round, and he highlighted 
five outstanding two-year-olds. 

Lot 118 is a Pathfork colt named Cross  
Examiner, a daughter of the Silvano-mare 
Clematis, who had small black-type to her 
name and has produced a runner with 
same.  

“He’s a strong colt with good  
hindquarters,” noted Robbertze. 

Lot 138 is Frozen Snow, a filly by Elusive 
Fort from Gr3-placed Ice House, by  
Western Winter.   

“I like her, she walks well, has good rein 
and a long stride,” is how Robbertze  
assessed this one. 

Queenstown (Lot 141) is a bay filly likely to 
raise eyebrows. She’s by Coup De Grace, 

and is the first foal of Jubilante, by Dynasty.  

Robbertze has high hopes for her. “I’d be 
amazed if she doesn’t become a good  
runner. She’s all class, covers a lot of 
ground and has plenty of scope.” 

Another specimen oozing class is Lot 155  
Flying Vixen (Querari from Little Grey Wolf x  
Indian Ridge). Robbertze described the filly 
as “very pleasing with nice rein”.  

The mare has bold black type in her own 
pedigree and has so far produced one bold 
black type runner in Listed Wolf Power 
Handicap winner, Artica. 

Lot 154 is the fifth on Robbertze’s select 
list. He’s a strong, well-quartered colt 
named Midnight Cowboy, a son of  
in-demand stallion Captain Of All from  
six-time winner Lielums, whose second foal 
Hyde Park is already Gr2-placed. 

capethoroughbredsales.com 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Riethuiskraal has rousing draft  

Lot 155: Flying Vixen, by Querari. Pic-Wayne Marks  

info@thefortstud.co.za 

mailto:info@thefortstud.co.za
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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Controversial but highly entertaining    
racenet.com.au columnist Richard Callender 
has seen the light about the world’s top ranked 
female jockey Jamie Kah. And if you stuck a 
‘tache  on him he would bear some  
resemblance to Phumelela Publishing stalwart 
Jack Milner-tt  

Once, I wouldn’t have believed I would write 
this but I think Jamie Kah is the best jockey 
in the country. 
  
Jamie Kah in Melbourne and Rachel King in 
Sydney are knocking down all of the old  
barriers and even the old brigade are becoming 
believers. The women are here to stay. 
 
There are still some trainers who won’t use the 
ladies, but they are few and far between. Those 
trainers don’t seem to train winners anyway. 
 
I grew up always believing men were better  
riders than the women but it was a different era 
and the men were the ones getting the  
opportunities. 
 
Men were gifted opportunities and women had 
to grab them and I think Kah’s ride on Sound is 
the perfect example. 
 

While some of the boys were doing their hair, 
Kah took Sound from back in the field up to up 
outside the leader when the pace slackened. 
That was grabbing an opportunity and Kah 
does it week in and week out. 
 
Kah may not bench press as much as a few of 
the boys but riding isn’t all about pumping iron 
it’s about working with the horse and  
encouraging the horse to do its best. 
 

Kah’s wins on Shamino and Carif were also 
terrific at Sandown on Saturday as she  
showcased her talents. 
 
SHOULD HAVE GONE TO SPECSAVERS 
‘ 
Prior to correct weight and after viewing the 
Stewards' patrol footage over the concluding 
stages, rider Mark Zahra (Realm Of Flowers,  
2nd placegetter) lodged an objection against 
Carif (J. Kah) being declared 1st placegetter on 
the grounds of alleged interference  
approaching the 100m’. 
 
Surely this is an error? Was he watching an 
episode of The Simpsons? 
 
I can understand a rider throwing in a protest 
that has little to no chance when returning to 
scale. 
 
In the heat of battle somethings look and seem 
worse but according to the stewards report 
Mark Zahra viewed the replay then protested. 
 
How didn’t the stewards fine Zahra for a  
frivolous objection? 
 
It wasted everyone’s time and held some  
punters up from reinvesting. 

Jamie driving the fast Kahs (ouch) 


