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All around the world on a regular basis articles 
are starting to appear in influential places and 
publications.  
 
These highlight scientific studies showing that 
the whip has no measurable effect on a horse’s 
performance.  
 
Now any experienced race goer reading these 
will disagree with many of the parameters,  
assumptions and conclusions made, but these 
ideas are gaining traction fast.  
 
The tide is only heading in one direction. 
 
Just as important is the more emotive ‘human 
rights’ side, for example the following excerpt 
from a recent story in justhorseracing.com.au. 
 

<>  <>  <>  <>  <> 
A study by the RSPCA has put the issue of 
whip use back in the spotlight after it found a 
horse’s skin had a similar pain response to 
human skin. 
 
The study was funded by the RSPCA and led 
by veterinary pathologist Dr Lydia Tong and the  
Sydney School of Veterinary Science’s  
Professor Paul McGreevy. It compared the  
outer layer of skin from horses and humans 
and found no significant difference. 
 
“This means that it is likely that horses respond 
to tactile pressure in a similar way to humans,” 
McGreevy said. 
 
“Horses have thick skin but it’s the outer layer 
of skin that matters when it comes (to Page 2) 

In the years to come use of the crop will disappear from racing. It’s no longer a case of if 
but when. This will be a major change in both attitude and perception and is something  

jockeys, trainers and the racing public need to start preparing for.  

The Crop is about to be cropped  
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I was one of the NHA Handicappers from 2010-
2017 and used to reluctantly fill in as a judge 
on the odd occasion when needed. Like a lot of 
tasks taken for granted, once I did it myself I 
had a lot more respect for what the judges do.  
 
One day at Kenilworth in winter there were 
plenty of delays, with the result that the final 
event went off close to 6pm.  

Prior to the race gazing at the grainy  
images on our 1970’s TV’s  I remarked to chief 
judge Rachel Stott that if it was close we would 
have no chance of deciding the winner.  
 
Fortunately all of the placings were clear cut, 
but that was purely by chance. Any margin of 
less than a long head, and we would have had 
to call a dead heat.  
 
Looking at the attached official photo, it  
appears the Cheltenham judge faced a similar 
quandary. –tt    

The Crop is about to be cropped—from Page 1 

to how they feel pain. What we found is that it’s 
very likely if whips hurt humans – which they 
unquestionably do – they also hurt horses.” 
 
The use of the whip in racing continues to be a  
contentious and divisive issue. There are many 
who believe it does not hurt the horses because 
it is padded and it is viewed as a necessary 
safety device for jockeys. 
 
However, in September, Racing Victoria called 
for national whip reform and said it needed to 
be gradually phased out as a persuasive  
implement to meet community expectations. 
 
At the time, RV proposed an initial reduction to 
the amount of times a jockey was allowed to 
use the whip in a race and wanted a new 
framework in place by the start of 2021. 
 
RSPCA Australia chief scientist Dr Bidda Jones 
has implored racing officials to take action on 
the back of the study’s findings, which were  
released on Thursday. 
 
“The evidence is now in to pave the way for  
whip-free racing to be introduced in Australia, 
as it has in other parts of the world,” Bidda said. 

 
<>  <>  <>  <>  <> 

 
Racing Australia has its own study in progress, 
and the report due by the end of the year will be 
followed with interest.  
 
But worldwide the pattern is clear. Less and 
less use of the crop permitted, with increased 
scrutiny and heavy penalties for overuse. This 
was highlighted by Kerrin McEvoy’s record 
A$50,000 fine (reduced to ‘only’ A$30,000 on 
appeal)  and 13 meeting suspension for striking 
Tiger Moth 21 times when runner up in the  
recent Melbourne Cup. The end game  
approacheth… 
 
Judge Dread 
 
I could sympathise with judge Guy Lewis after 
the furore over the dead heat called following 
the final race at Cheltenham in the UK  on  
Saturday. He could not decide a winner in the 
extremely murky conditions, but later after  
people enhanced the photo, it seems he may 
have made an error.  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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 Sorrento Stud’s Annabel Andrews is no 
less than over the moon with the farm’s 
draft for the 2020 CTS Ready To Run and 
Mixed Sale on 29 November. 
 
Of their seven foals, she believes the bay filly 
Lot 62, Louis Diamond, is the pick though the 
rest are on her heels  in looks and quality. 

“Louis Diamond is an absolute ‘bomb’. She is 
the spitting image of her full-sister Louis Gem, 
who won first time out and is entered for a G3 
contest coming up in Gauteng. She is  
magnificent, with a beautiful temperament.” 

The first Sorrento lot on sale will be Lot 4, a 
Twice Over filly described as “really nice, big, 
tall and scopy”. She’s a half-sister to the  
precocious Meet At The George. 
 
Also early through the ring is Lot 5, Tankwa 
Star, a daughter of Master Of My Fate: “She 
has blossomed recently, turned into a beautiful 
filly. Her dam is a half-sister to The Apache,    
international stakes winner and sire.” 
 
King Magnus (Lot 37) is a colt with “an elastic 
action” and Annabel said: “He’s magnificent, by 
Louis the King from a Qui Danzing mare, and 
from the family of Spring Storm.” 
 
Lot 50 is Rain Of Peace, by Soft Falling Rain, 
related to Roman Wall and Temple Grafin, and 
from the family of Horse Chestnut. “She’s a well
-behaved filly, really nice with a big stride.” 
 
Lot 69 is Top Man, a Louis The King colt from 
Miss Lovita, by Sportsworld. “He’s a big, strong 
colt with a long, flowing action,” noted Annabel. 
 
Lastly, Lot 74, The King’s Return, a first foal 
from the Stratum mare, Ntombi. He was a late 
foal and is not broken, but is solid and compact 
and well worth a look.  
 
capethoroughbredsales.com 

Annabel loves her diamond 

Lot 62: Louis Diamond, by Louis The King.  
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Winterbach Stud’s offerings are invariably 
pleasing on the eye and Hendrik  
Winterbach’s two fillies coming to the CTS 
Ready To Run Sale are no exception. 
 
Lot 79 is the first of the pair and she’s named 
Polar World. She’s by William Longsword from 
Polar Jet (Jet Master) and he said: “This is a 
good mating that’s produced a stunning filly.  
 
Her dam, a winning half-sister to Gr2 Polar 
Moon, has produced three quality winners from 
three previous foals, including the smart  
Gr1-placed Padre Pio, who ran in this year’s 
Vodacom Durban July. 
 
Lot 98 is Silky Secret, by Master Of My Fate 
from the prolific Vanilla Silk, by Al Mufti. She’s a 
half-sister to seven-time winner and Graded 
placed Sunshine Silk, and her dam is a sister to 
Valdovino, the dam of exported Vacquero,  
already a Hong Kong Stakes winner. 

“This family just gets better. A few years ago 
there wasn’t much on the page but look at it 
now. She’s a good walker, a nice and correct 
filly, well put together,” said Winterbach.” 
 
capethoroughbredsales.com 

Two top fillies from Winterbach  

Lot 79: Polar World, by William Longsword.  

Secretariat vs Trump 
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The announcement last week that GI  

Kentucky Derby and GI Breeders’ Cup  
winner and likely Horse of the Year  
Authentic had been retired was  
disappointing, but very much expected.  

It would have been nice to see him run  
anotheryear, but it was never going to happen. 
From the business sideof the sport, there was 
no  other call, not when you have a son of  
super sire Into Mischief who will stand for 
$75,000 and likely go to 200-plus mares. 

Unless there is a seismic shift in the economics 
of racing andbreeding, the elite male horses will 
continue to have short careers, many of them 
not racing after their 3-year-old years.  

It wasn’t just Authentic (above). The Classic 
was the last start for Improbable, Maximum  
Security and Tom’s d’Etat . Global Campaign is 
also headed to stud, but may first start in the GI 
Pegasus World Cup at Gulfstream Park. 
Among the top five choices in the Classic  
betting, only Tiz the Law is scheduled to run 
next year. 

But that doesn’t mean that the sport can’t  
cultivate stars. It just needs to look elsewhere. 
While marquee males can’t be retired fast 

enough, the opposite trend is now taking place 

with the elite fillies and mares. We are seeing 
them come back at four, five, even six. 

Again, it’s a matter of economics. Even the very 
best broodmares aren’t worth anywhere close 
to what the best stallions are worth. With a rich 
slate of races available to them, it can make 
sense to keep the fillies racing. 

Never was that more apparent than with the 
decision to bring Monomoy Girl back. At just 
about the same time that Spendthrift Farm was 
formulating plans to retire Authentic, it was 
reaching into the ring at Fasig-Tipton  
November to buy Monomoy Girl for a whopping 
$9.5 million.  

Much of that investment will eventually be  
recouped through the breeding of Monomoy 
Girl but, first, she will return next year and race 
at six.  

For good measure, Spendthrift also purchased 
Got Stormy for $2.75 million at the Fasig-Tipton 

sale and will race her next year, also as a 6-
year-old. 

Monomoy Girl (below), Valiance and Dunbar 
Road, the first three finishers in (to Page 11) 

The best fillies are racings lasting stars 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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the GI Breeders’ Cup Distaff, are scheduled to 
race in 2021. So is Swiss Skydiver (Daredevil), 

who will be named 3-year-old filly champion. To 
start 2021, Monomoy Girl and Swiss Skydiver 
will be the sport’s two brightest stars. 

They continue a pattern that started to take 
hold with Zenyatta. (below) She raced through 
her 6-year-old season.  

Then came Beholder. Also owned by  
Spendthrift, she was a champion at two, three 
and five and still came back for her 6-year-old  
campaign in 2016.  

In one of the best Breeders’ Cup races ever 
run, she landed still another Eclipse Award 
when nosing out Songbird to win the 2016   
Distaff.  

It had been 18 years since a mare five or older 
had won the Distaff. Fast forward to 2020 and 
four of the last five Distaff winners have been 
five or older and two have been six. 

It could also help that the connections of both 
Swiss Skydiver and Monomoy Girl either have 
or are ready to embrace the challenge of facing 
males. Swiss Skydiver already did it twice,  
finishing second in the GII Toyota Blue Grass 
S. and winning the GI Preakness S.  

The 2021 racing plans for Monomoy Girl have 
yet to be revealed, but trainer Brad Cox has 
said there is a possibility she could be tested 
against the boys next year. 

The most important, most scrutinized horses in 
training in the US will probably always be the 
dirt males, particularly the 3-year-olds who 
spend five weeks under the glaring spotlight of 
the Triple Crown.  

But, considering the trends, the sport should do 
a lot more to promote racing for fillies and 

mares. The best place to start is by creating a 
filly Triple Crown. That’s a no-brainer.  

After losing so much in on-track revenues this 
year because of the pandemic, the Breeders’ 
Cup probably isn’t in a position to raise purses 
any time soon, but when it is, the first place to 
look at is the $2 million paid out in the Distaff. 
It’s far too important a race to have one-third 
the purse of the $6-million Classic. 

We all wish horses like Authentic, American 
Pharoah and Justify would keep going well  
after their sophomore seasons are behind 
them. It’s just not going to happen, which is 
why the industry needs to do what it can to  
promote its distaff stars. 

From thoroughbreddailynews.com 

The best fillies are racing’s lasting stars—from Page 8 

Undefeated Malmoos sports a blue and white bridle  
preparing for Cape Town  and the  Gr 2 Avontuur Estate 
Concord Cup at Kenilworth. (Pic-Chase Liebenberg) 

Malmoos ready to take on WP   


