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Donovan attended Woodridge College in the 
Eastern Cape and cut his teeth in the UK with 
involvement in some of their big music festivals 
like Glastonbury and T in the Park. 
 
“The UK are quite a bit ahead of us in that  
regard, but of course their budgets are far, far 
bigger.”  
 
After returning to SA, he started his own  
company Kreate Events, doing work for major 
brands like BAT and SAB, as well as being  
involved in the inception of the Cape Town 
Rugby 10’s concept, with Bobby Skinstad.  
 
The youthful looking 42-year-old also has a 
proud past as a rugby player, having  
represented SA at various age group levels, 
and was part of the U21 World Cup winning 
team in Argentina 1999. Jake White was coach 
and John Smit the captain. Donovan was the 
blind-side or number 6 flanker.  
 
And he is far from completely new to the racing 
game.  
 
“I was involved in the relaunching and  
revamping of the L’Ormarins Queen’s Plate. 
The mandate was to position the event to a 
younger audience.” 
 
And for the past five years he has been heavily 
committed to the Argus Cycle Tour.  
 
“It was a significant piece of work. There are 
the political, logistical and charity facets, 
among others. But I can say with certainty that 
we improved many significant aspects – deliv-
ery and safety to name a couple.  
 
“I also worked for a board of trustees there, 
similar to the Cape Racing setup. So far it’s 

been a pleasure working with this board – they 
are extremely dynamic and want change.”    
 
Donovan’s position involves heading up  
commercial partnerships, hospitality,  
marketing, and events.  
 
“It’s been just over a month now. I brought my 
own team with me, who have been integrated 
into the existing resources here. As you can 
imagine there have been a lot of discussions 
and meetings. And we’re now putting the plan-
ning into place. I’m under no illusion – there’s a 
lot of work to be done.  
(Continues Page 2) 

  www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za   Monday 16 November  2020 

T 
he newly branded Cape Racing have taken a novel approach—they have actually 
hired somebody with a proven events and marketing track record to help plot the 

way forward. His name is Donovan Everitt, and he spoke to us on Monday.  

Everitt will get Cape Racing running   



2 

 

“The newsletter will go out every 2 weeks or so 
and is an important communication tool. We 
have set up a direct WhatsApp line (063 929 
8630) to easily communicate with the staff at 
the races. And we plan to follow up soon with a 
more app-based tool.” 
 
Media 
 
“The traditional media used to have extensive 
racing coverage but that has dwindled. If we’re 
not talking to the broader public how can we 
grow?  
 
“We have broadened our strategy to radio  
stations like Heart, as well as Media 24, with a 
media release every Saturday. It’s quite a  
different approach. 
 
In conclusion, the highly energetic Donovan 
has this message. 
 
“We need to get the foundations right before 
leveraging the properties and bringing big  
commercial entities on board.  
 
“At the moment we are looking to bring back 
what racing used to be – the entire experience. 
It will take time, and we need the buy in of all 
stakeholders.  
 
“I’m very excited about the prospects and look-
ing forward to entertaining everybody.” 
 
And you know, I think he might just do it! -tt 
  

Everitt will get Cape Racing running- from Page 1 

“In some senses in the short term it’s actually to 
my team’s benefit that racing is closed to the 
public, as it allows us more time to perfect our 
structure and strategy. We need to form  
strategic partnerships with experts in their in-
dustries, but that will take time.” 
 
And he feels our physical resources are well 
underutilised. 
 
“The Kenilworth building has not been  
upgraded in a long time which has to be done. 
We need to take the assets and make them 
multipurpose.  
 
“Kenilworth and Durbanville need to be being 
used six or seven days a week. That in itself 
will help to bring the crowds back, as the venue 
will be on the general public’s radar. 
 
‘We need to build multi-sports venues, as that 
will lead to people being naturally exposed to 
racing.” 
 
And he has firm ideas about where we have 
gone wrong. 
 
“A major event needs to reposition itself every 3
-4 years to stay fresh and relevant. That hasn’t 
happened for our flagship races.  
 
“And for the general public the price has shot 
through the roof in recent times for the big race 
days, which has alienated our customer base. 
When you come racing you need to feel you get 
value for money. 
 
“Also, all the focus has been on getting people 
to attend the flagship events, but we need to 
get our patrons on board for the whole season.  
 
“With the COVID environment, peoples are 
more comfortable with outdoor events, which is 
something in our favour at the moment.  
 
“There will be some exciting announcements in 
the next few months,” he states enticingly.  
 
And things are physically starting to change. 
The RA room at Kenilworth is temporarily 
closed for a much-needed refit, while the first 
Cape Racing Newsletter arrived in inboxes in 
the past few days.  
  

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#search/mistaken.KN%40gmail.com/KtbxLwgwzkcTntkcrCPHJqftkxGzWtRvFL?projector=1&messagePartId=0.1
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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The CTS Gold Rush will see 16 prospectors 
stake their claim for finest CTS graduates 
catalogued for the De Grendel 2021 Cape 
Premier Yearling Sale. 
 
Their objective is clear—find the right horse to 
compete for the Gold Rush fortune, a restricted 
race offering a total purse of:R7,5 MILLION - 
with a winning stake of R5 MILLION! 
 
The R7,5 million Gold Rush, to be run over a 
mile with the winner banking R5 million, is 
scheduled for Met Day in 2023. 
 
The Groom of the winner will receive a R50 000 
bonus, with the Groom of each of the other run-
ners banking R10 000 each. 
 
The move is sure to create plenty of interest 
around the forthcoming De Grendel CTS Cape 
Premier Yearling Sale. 
 
The CTS Gold Rush will see 16 prospectors 
stake their claim for the finest graduate at the 
2021 De Grendel Cape Premier Yearling Sale. 
 
Fourteen slots will be sold for R400 000 each 
prior to the 2021 Cape Premier Yearling Sale 
 
Two slots will be reserved for buy-ins at  
R600 000 each. 

Prospectors or ticket-owners will have the right 
to 16 slots in the race, irrespective of who owns 
the horse who qualifies. 

This allows the ticket owners to negotiate  
outside purchases, partnership deals or lease 
deals with any potential contending sale  
graduate  
 
This creates opportunities for each and every 
CTS buyer – not only for the 16 Prospectors. 
 
So 16 slots will be available for 16 CTS CPYS 
graduates – with 6 emergency acceptors in 
place. 
 
Terms and Conditions 
 
Application Forms 

CTS unveils R7,5 million Gold Rush 

 Interim Suspension – Trainer F Robinson 

The National Horseracing Authority confirms 
that it has opened an Inquiry into alleged racist 
comments made on social media by Trainer 
Frank Robinson. 

After careful consideration of the social 
media post and the prima facie  
evidence, the Chief Executive and  
Racing Control Executive have placed 
an interim suspension on Trainer  
Robinson in terms of the provisions of 
Rule 91.2. 

This interim suspension prevents  
Trainer Robinson from entering or  
declaring horses under his licence until 
such time as the Inquiry is finalised. 

In the interests of horse welfare, Mr Robinson 
will be permitted access to horses in his care 
during the period of interim suspension. 

 Pic—Candiece Lenferma 

Frank Robinson suspended  

https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/CPYS/2021/downloads/CTS%20Gold%20Rush%20Conditions.pdf
https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/CPYS/2021/downloads/Application%20For%20Prospector%20Ticket.pdf
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With the exciting Cape Feature racing  
season underway, Kenilworth Racing has 
announced substantial increases in Stakes 
levels for both the feature race schedule as 
well as the all-important regular race  
programme that sustains horseracing week 
in and week out.   

Feature Races 

The budgeted stakes are based on the current 
COVID-19 levels as agreed to by the stakes 
committee. However, Kenilworth Racing has 
agreed to implement stakes increases across 
the board. 
 
The Proposed Feature Race Stakes present 
and increased levels are:  
Dec 12 WSB Cape Fillies Guineas (Gr 1)      
Was R 325 000 now  R 500 000 
Southern Cross Stakes(G2)R 150000 R175000 
Green Point Stakes (Gr2) R 175 000 R 200 000 
Cape Summer Stayers Handicap (Gr 3)   
R125 000        R 150 000 
 
Dec 19  
Cape Guineas (Gr 1)     R 425 000R 750 000 
Peninsula Handicap (Gr 2)R175 000 R 200 000 
Victress Stakes (Gr 3)   R 100 000  R125 000 
 
Dec 26 Southeaster Sprint R85000  R 110 000 
Need for Speed Sprint        R80 000 R 100 000 
 
January 8  
Sceptre Stakes (Gr 2) R 150 000 R 200 000 
Jamaica Handicap (Listed) R 85 000 R100 000 
L'Ormarins Queen's Plate (Gr 1)       
R425000        R 1 000 000 
Paddock Stakes (WFA) (Gr 1)       
R 325 000        R 500 000 
Premier Trophy(Gr2)     R175 000  R200 000 
Chairman's Cup (Gr 3)  R125 000  R150 000 

January 30  
Cape Met (Gr 1)        
R 425 000     R 1 000 000 
Majorca Stakes (WFA) (Gr 1)  
R 325 000      R 500 000 
Cape Flying Championships (Gr 1)        
R 425 000      R 750 000 
Reserve Stayers Handicap (Gr 2)        
R 175 000      R 200 000 
Politician Stakes (Gr 3)     R 85 000 R 150 000 
Summer Juvenile Stakes R 85000  R 110 000 
 
February 27  
Cape Derby (Gr 1)        
R 425 000      R 750 000 
Khaya Racing Diadem Stakes (Gr 2)        
R 150 000      R 200 000 
Vasco Prix du Cap   R 100 000    R 150 000 
Cape Nursery (Gr 3)         R100 000  R150 000 
Kenilworth Fillies Nursery R100 000  R125 000 
Jet Master Selangor Stakes  
R 85 000 R 110 000 
Kenilworth Cup (Listed)     R85 000  R110 000 
BSA Cape Yearling Sale Cup (NBT) R 550 000 
 
Stakes for all minor races will also be  
substantially increased, with some noticeable 
examples below: 
 
Open Divided (MR98) R90 000 (currently 
R46 000) – 96% increase  
 
Open Conditions and Plated race  
R75 000 (currently R46 000) – 63% increase   
 
Open Maiden Juvenile Plate  
R95 000 (currently R46 000) – 106% increase 
 
Open Maiden Plate  
R80 000 (currently R46 000) – 73% increase 
 
Discussions with all feature race sponsors are 
ongoing and these stakes may change should 
further sponsorships be secured.  
 
Kenilworth Racing is planning many exciting 
sponsorship opportunities and new initiatives 
for 2021.  
 
If you would like to participate or partner with 
Kenilworth Racing please contact the new 
Head of Events and Sponsorships - Donovan 
Everitt at donovan@assetsports.co.za  
 
For visiting trainers requiring assistance 
witharranging boxes please contact Teresa 
Esplin.at teresae@kenilworthracing.com  

Big stakes increase for Cape Racing 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Despite taking place in a market threatened 
by the COVID19 pandemic and various other 
concerns, the 2020 Emperors Palace  
National 2YO Sale ended on an impressive 
high note on Friday afternoon. 

Results defied negative expectations and 
fears  with both the aggregate and average 
price up on last year. The aggregate rose from 
R32 660 00 to R39 715 000, and the average 
increased from R103 028 to R122 957 in 2020. 

The median price also rose from 2019, with the 
median price increasing from R60 000 to R70 
000 this year, and the increases in aggregate 
and average are a fine reflection on the quality 
of horse presented to the sale by breeders, 
while an active buying bench gives hope for 
future sales in the coming seasons. 

Danika Stud consigned the top lot, with their  
Gimmethegreenlight colt Lamborghreeni (Lot 
285—above) knocked down to Team G Racing 
for R1 200 000. 

 Consigned on behalf of Missing U Syndicate, 
Lamborghreeni is out of the Trippi mare San 
Trippi, who ran third in the Listed Scarlet Lady. 

The sale also proved a great result for  
Varsfontein Stud’s red hot sire  
Gimmethegreenlight, with his son East Of The 
Sun (Lot221) fetching R1 000 000 to the bid of 
Form Bloodstock.  

Bred on similar lines to the likes of Ecstatic 
Green, Hack Green and Pluck, East Of The 
Sun is a half-brother to four winners including 
G3 winner Hashtagyolo. 

 Wilgerbosdrift, who ended up as the second 
leading vendor by aggregate, consigned the 
sale’s second top lot, Lord Heathfield (Lot 100), 
with the latter knocked down to Form  
Bloodstock for R1 100 000. 

A colt by Maine Chance Farms’ recently retired  
champion sire Silvano, the well-related Lord 
Heathfield is out of the Rock Of Gibraltar sired 
G1 President’s Champions Challenge/G1  
Empress Club Stakes winner Europa Point. 

Varsfontein Stud purchased the top filly sold 
when the Paarl farm acquired a daughter of 
multiple G1 winner Wylie Hall  and former 
Broodmare Of The Year Mystic Spring for R900 
000. A half-sister to champions Bela-Bela and 
Rabiya, the pricey filly was consigned to the 
sale by Cheveley Stud. 

Ridgemont Highlands ended the 2020 National 
2YO Sale as the Leading Vendor  by  
Aggregate, with that Robertson based nursery 
selling 11 two-year-olds for a gross total of R2 
880 000, while Form Bloodstock topped the 
sale’s leading buyers list, with that organisation  
purchasing 12 two-year-olds for R5 160 000.. 

A full list of prices and statistics for the National 
2yo Sale can be viewed online 
at www.bsa.co.za  

Emperors Palace sale a triumph 

Pic—Candiece Lenferma 
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Soetendal looking sweet for RTR  
There are plenty of quality horses to be 
found in this year’s Soetendal  CTS RTR 
draft. 

 
Soetendal's Julia Pilbeam.comments: 
 
Lot 7 Whatever Next (What a Winter -  
Petala): Out of the Grade 3 winning (at 2) 
daughter of Captain Al, Petala, this What a 
Winter colt is built to sprint, with an  
incredible hindquarter and gaskin. He has 
an economical, daisy-cutting action. 
 
Lot 14 Unnamed (Gimmethegreenlight - 
Rubicat):This filly has good rein, girth and 
hindquarter, together with an excellent  
action; out of a Storm Cat mare, she comes 
from a very strong female line. 
Lot 15 Unnamed (Captain of All -  
Rubybay): Out of a half-sister to top  
racehorse and sire, Seventh Rock, this 
strong, well-grown filly just oozes class. 
She looks early and has shown good work. 
Lot 23 Alula’s Star (Red Ray - Solar  
Voyager): This filly is a lovely type. Very 
precocious and exceptionally quick, she 
has thrived through her preparation. 

Lot 26 Masters Queen (Master of My Fate - 
Tamora): Half-sister to recent Sophomore 
Sprint (Listed) winner, Speed Machine, by 
the sire of recent Grade 1 winner 
Sentbydestiny, this filly is very racy and 
quick. 
Lot 28 Unnamed (Captain of All-Tresco): 
A well-grown colt with tremendous scope, 
and a beautiful mover. 
Lot 29 Konindoda (What a Winter - Upon a 
Dream): Classy colt with a plenty of scope 
who works well, he will keep on improving 
as he matures. 
Lot 33 Global Vista (Global View - Alexis): 
First foal of multiple Gr 2 winner, Alexis, 
this colt is athletic and has a lot of class. 
Lot 35 (Trippi-All for U): Out of a full sister 
to Lizarre, impressive colt who will continue 
to improve. 
Lot 38 The Futurist (Futura - Black  
Mischief): Classic prospect with a  
ground-covering stride that reminds you of 
his sire – this is a November foal and will 
only improve from here on. 
Lot 39 Unnamed (Var - Butterfly Kisses): 
A compact sprinting machine, this filly is 
very precocious and quick, with a host of 
black type horses in her pedigree. She has 
substance and a deep girth and has just 
flourished through her prep. 
Lot 41 (Coup de Grace - Consequentially): 
Out of a half-sister to Just Sensual, and 
from a damline which includes Consensual, 
Dance Along, Give Me Five and  
Myfunnyvalentine, this colt has looked like 
a racehorse from day one.  
Lot 42 Wylie in Rome (Wylie Hall-Costly 
Romance): Out of a winning, well-related 
Encosta de Lago mare, this filly is a fluent 
mover and has a good rein and shoulder, 
and will improve with time. (to Page 11) 

Lot 63—Incredibill 
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Soetendal looking sweet for RTR—from Page 10 

Lot 43 (Pomodoro-Dayla): From the family 
of Hinterland, this colt has a good action 
and is exceptionally athletic. 
Lot 48 Unnamed (Coup de Grace-
Estimation): This colt’s dam is a black type 
Distorted Humor mare from a family packed 
with top class black type performers. This 
beautifully topped colt has improved hand 
over fist during his preparation and shown 
us excellent work. 
Lot 51 Unnamed (Trippi-Fearbuster): 
From a family with plenty of speed, this 
strong, deep-girthed filly moves effortlessly 
and has come on beautifully through her 
preparation. 
Lot 56 Unnamed ( Captain of All-Glorious 
Moment): A scopy son of Captain of All with 
excellent rein; he walks very well, has a 
good hindquarter, and is an equally good 
mover on the track. 
Lot 58 Unnamed (Dynasty - Hadarama): 
Exciting opportunity to purchase a Dynasty 
colt. This colt has good rein and topline; 
he’s a strong colt, very honest and  
straightforward and could be anything. 
Lot 60 Bellevarde (Master of my Fate-High 
Season): Out of a half-sister to My Lord 
Duke, from the family of London Season 
and Crown Estate, this filly shows a very 
good action and has an excellent  
temperament. 
Lot 63 Incredibill (William Longsword-I 
Lived): This impeccably bred son of William 
Longsword (above)  is out of a half-sister to 
Vercingetorix, and looks the part, he’s a 
strong, muscular yet racy colt. 
 
Lot 68 Power of Will (William Longsword - 
Margaret Court): A tall, leggy colt with a big 
action; out a half sister to Silicone Valley, 
and the half-brother to three winners. 
 
Lot 71 Mounia (Rafeef - Modern Muse): 
Out of a winning Encosta de Lago mare, 
this is a classy filly and she’s caught the 
eye with her work so far. 
 
Lot 73 Demelza (Rafeef - My Claire): 
Beautifully put-together filly from the first 
crop of talking horse Rafeef, she floats 
down the track and looks as though she 
has the scope to be more than a pure 
sprinter. 

Lot 117 What a Cherry (What a Winter-
Cherry Orchard): A half-sister to last year’s 
sale topper, this powerful filly stands over 
ground and is very racy. 
 
Lot 159 Unnamed (Gimmethegreenlight - 
Magnolia Lane): A half-sister to Irish  
Champion, Torcedor, from the family of 
Yeats (IRE) and Solskjaer (IRE), this  
beautifully bred filly already has  
tremendous paddock value. She’s correct 
with a lot of quality about her.  
 
On behalf of Lammerskraal Stud: 
 
Lot 16 Sister Light (Visionaire-Salita): 
A half-sister to Tambalang, by the sire of 
Takingthepeace, this is a quality filly with a 
lot of scope, stands over ground, superb 
temperament. 

 
Lot 17 African Fate (Master of my Fate-
Savannah Air): The complete package, an 
impressive, well-grown colt with a good 
shoulder, deep girth and powerful  
hindquarter, with a fluent action. Dam’s first 
runner so far won on debut recently. 
 
Lot 52 Final Stroke (Coup de Grace-
Flaming Flower): A big filly with plenty of 
substance, good rein, and an excellent, 
workmanlike attitude towards her work. 
From a strong black type family, all the 
dam’s runners are multiple winners. 
 
capethoroughbredsales.com 
 

Lot 17-African Fate 
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CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW  

 www.turftalk.co.za  
  

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Kevin Sommerville of Drakenstein Stud says 
that the Franschoek’s Farm’s Futura colt  
coming to the CTS Ready To Run And Mixed 
Sale is “the smartest Futura we’ve bred so far”. 
 
The colt is named Impact, his Lot number is 55 
and he’s considered a “very smart colt”.  

Impact is the first foal of an unraced  
Philanthropist mare, Giboski, who is a half-
sister to dual Graded winner Lanner Falcon. 
 
Next from Drakenstein is Slings And Arrows 
(Lot 59), a colt by Trippi from dual Gr1 winner 
Happy Archer (Dubawi). Sommerville  
describes this one as being “in the mould of 
his mother”. Happy Archer has produced two 
winners from two runners, with good reports 

on her third foal, unraced. A top runner is  
surely on its way. 
 
Lot 64 is Trip To Ireland, a bay filly by Trippi 
from Dynasty’s daughter Irish Myth, who won 
the Listed Kenilworth Oaks. “She’s a slightly-
framed but beautiful filly and although they’re 
not related, she reminds me of Miss Katalin, 
who won the Ready To Run Stakes for us.” 
 
Double The Odds (Lot 72), is a Twice Over 
colt from Monte Carlo Girl, whose first three 
foals are all rated 90 and over, but have been 
unlucky not have achieved some black type 
yet. This colt is well-related and looks the part. 
 
Lot 102 is an unnamed Vercingetorix filly from 
the close family of the exported Gr1 winner 
Lobo’s Legend, who won in Hong Kong earlier 
this week.  
 
She’s the third foal of Wayward, by King’s 
Apostle, whose second foal Visiway won early 
and is racing competitively in Gauteng. 
 
Last of Drakenstein’s six is Lot 164  
Bloodonarose, a filly to be sold on behalf of a 
client: “She’s a typical Elusive Fort, she’s nice, 
typical of her sire, unbroken as yet.”  
 
capethoroughbredsales.com 
 

Drakenstein has ‘smartest Futura so far’ 

Lot 55—Impact. 

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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How does a horse beaten more than 50 
lengths be declared the winner of a race? 
 
It happens when the horse is the only one to 
have correctly completed the course. 
 
The bizarre incident happed in a hurdle at 
Fontwell on Sunday when Dharma Rain was 
declared the winner of the race after a lengthy 
inquiry. 
 
Dharma Rain finished seventh of the nine  
runners but was the beneficiary of confusion as 
the field approached the third-last jump. 
 
A track employee headed out on to the course 
to direct the jockeys around the second-last 
jump while vets attended to an injured runner. 
 
However, all riders bar Dharma Rain’s rider 
mistook the signal as a direction to bypass the 
third-last obstacle. Dharma Rain was the only 
runner to jump all hurdles. 
 
Just Henny was first across the line but the first 
six runners home were all disqualified. 
 
Dharma Rain’s jockey Jack Tudor told Sky 
Sports Racing the situation was poorly handled 

but he made a quick decision to get his mount 
over the crucial jump. 
 
"It was made very unclear, I thought. It wasn’t 
handled well at all. It looked like that hurdle 
could have been out. It was a 50-50 and I went 
with my gut instinct because the markers were 
behind the hurdle, so I decided to jump, but it 
was very unclear," Tudor said. 
 
“Taking into account, on this occasion; the poor 
visibility, and the illusion that the chevrons had 
been placed in the hurdle – which was caused 
by the chevrons being carried across the 
course behind the hurdle, which gave riders’ 
cause for concern for the safety of all involved 
– no penalties were imposed on any rider,” the 
stewards’ report of the race read. 
 
Several bookmakers announced they would 
pay out bets on both Dharma Rain and Just 
Henny. 
 
From www.racenet.com 

Beaten out of sight but wins the race? 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 
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