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Undoubtedly one of our most promising young 
jockeys, he has made strong season-on-
season progress since qualifying at the  
beginning of 2014. 
 
He quietly finished a career best third on the 
jockey’s log during a COVID curtailed 2019-20, 
and still managed to reach 101 winners despite 
losing over two months.  
 
“I was very pleased with last season 
particularly considering that it was effectively 
only a ten-months long due to the lockdown 
restrictions.”  
 
This term he has already bagged 34 strikes at 
a rate of 13.4% and spoke to us prior to  
Kenilworth racing on Tuesday. 
 
“I was born in Alberton, and nobody in my  
family is involved in racing career wise. But my 

dad Dion was interested in the game, and he 
and my late Uncle Ricky thought being a jockey 
would be a good career path as I was small. 
 
“I wasn’t sure at first as it meant leaving home 
at a young age to go to the academy. I’d also 
never sat on a horse before, or even touched 
one. But they turned out to be dead right, and 
now I couldn’t see myself doing anything else. 
 
His fourth ride yielded a first win, and like  
virtually all jockeys, he can vividly recall the 
day—in his case 9 August 2010.  
 
“I will never forget Bart Rice’s Western Gem! 
He jumped out the starting stalls smartly over 
1000 at Scottsville, raced up handy. He then 
went away to win quite comfortably.” 
 
Keagan did well as an apprentice, but seems to 
be something of a late developer, (to Page 2) 
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Twenty-seven-year-old Keagan de Melo has made a very strong start to the season, 

topped off by his first Stakes victory of the campaign when Chrome Yellow narrowly won 
the Woolavington (Listed) over 2400m at Kenilworth on Saturday.    

De Melo is just doing it  
            Keagan de Melo steers Chrome Yellow to the Woolavington on Saturday. Pic—Wayne Marks 
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as his career has really blossomed since  
becoming a fully-fledged jockey.   
 
Kannemeyer 
 
These days he has a working arrangement with  
Dean Kannemeyer, and the pair have had  
plenty winners since teaming up in May 2018.  
 
“I ride for Mr Kannemeyer whenever I can, and 
am first choice jockey for his main owner Lady 
Laidlaw even for her horses with other trainers. 
I have also had a lot of success for Andre Nel.” 
 
And that continued with Chrome Yellow at the 
weekend. But he also earlier struck up a potent 
relationship with Nel’s then stable star Head 
Honcho. They teamed up for four victories,  
including a couple of Grade 2’s, and a brilliant 
third to Rainbow Bridge and Do It Again in the 
Sun Met of 2019.  
 
“I actually get lots of outside support,  
particularly in Cape Town, where people like 
Brett Crawford and Eric Sands give me  
excellent rides as well.”  
 
And of course he has ridden Sands’ impressive 
undefeated Ottoman Empire to both easy wins: 
“He’s a very nice horse with a top turn of foot. 
Definitely one of the better three-year-olds 
around,” was his summation.  

 In all Keagan has won nine Grade 2 and  the 
same number of Grade 3 races. The  
amazingly elusive first Grade 1 win was finally 
added to his CV when Glen Kotzen’s Temple 
Grafin (above) scored a shock 40/1  
victory in the Garden Province at Greyville on 
Vodacom July day this year. 

And now that that barrier has been breached, 
he will be hoping the floodgates now open. 
 
“It was great to get that monkey off my back 
after quite a few Grade 1 seconds and thirds.” 

Before qualifying he rode in the Qatar  
Apprentice Series, held over three days in  
February 2012. Unsurprisingly that whetted his 
appetite for foreign adventures: “I’d love to go 
overseas again, but first I need to build up my 
local  resume. Getting a contract in Singapore 
or Hong Kong would be a dream come true.” 
 
But before that is the Cape season, and he has 
high hopes for a few Kannemeyer inmates.  
 
“Silvano’s Timer is very decent, and Legitimate 
will be when he behaves,” he says about  the 
unlucky loser from the weekend. 
 
“And Lions Head has a lot of ability, certainly 
miles better than his last outing.”  
 
On a personal level, Keagan has been involved 
with Demi Murray, fellow jockey Callan’s sister, 
for seven years. 
 
The young couple became engaged last year, 
and earlier in 2020 welcomed daughter Mia 
Paige into the world. 
 
“She will be six months old on the 20th of this 
month,” says the proud dad.    
 
With an excellent work ethic and positive  
attitude, Keagan de Melo’s career is on the up. 
 
He seems certain to remain among our elite  
jockeys in the years to come. –tt   
 

De Melo just doing it - from Page 1 

Pic—Candiece Lenferma 

Pic—Candiece Lenferma 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Racing’s original showman tipster 

 "I gotta horse, I gotta horse to beat the  
favourite..." 
 
The booming unforgettable catchphrase of Ras 
Prince Monolulu. A maverick tipster, he was 
one of the first black people to appear on British 
television and became an international  
celebrity. 
 
Lion tamer, fire eater, street dentist, preacher, 
tribal chief, boxer, prisoner of war, entertainer. 
A CV like no other. 
 
This remarkable figure arrived in England at the 
turn of the 20th Century claiming to be from 
Ethiopia, and died in London in 1965, at 84. 

But what is fact and what fiction? How is he 
viewed decades after the end of his life? And 
did he really suffer death by chocolate? 
 
As we will discover, all was not quite as it 
seemed. Standing tall with a headdress of  
ostrich feathers, lion paws swinging from his 
neck, in baggy pantaloons and holding a tartan  
umbrella, Monolulu held court before entranced 
crowds at racecourses across England. 
 
"I've gotta horse to beat the favourite, Spion 
Kop will win the Derby, put your shirt on it, put 
your pants on it. And when you win - roast beef, 
two veg, Yorkshire pudding, and God save the 
King."  (to Page 6) 

 

Prince Monolulu holding court at the Epsom Derby. 
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Racing’s original showman tipster—from Page 4 

Spion Kop won the 1920 Derby 
at odds of 100-6 (about 16-1) 
netting Monolulu a reputed 
£8,000 (worth around £400,000 
in today's money). 
 
And as a rare free tip, it also 
brought a big following for the 
man with quickfire patter worthy 
of Muhammad Ali and a  
flamboyant style later echoed by 
racing pundit John McCririck. 
 
From the 1920s to the 1960s, 
Monolulu appeared on newsreels 
from major racing fixtures like 
Derby Day at Epsom as regularly 
as the Royal Family. 
 
Punters paid for his racing tips, sealed in  
envelopes with the warning not to pass the  
selection on. He made and lost a fortune, 
clocked up a succession of court appearances, 
was married several times, and invariably left  
people with a smile on their face. 
 
Thanks to painstaking research from retired  
policeman John Pearson, the truth about  
Monolulu's life has taken shape. 
 
"Eventually after a lot of research I managed to 
establish that he was originally from St Croix in 
the US Virgin Islands," says Pearson. 
 
"His beginnings were very humble, but he  
obviously had a very sharp mind and spoke 
several languages." 
 
Born Peter Carl McKay in 1881, Monolulu ar-
rived in Britain from the United States around 
20 years later, seeking a better life, having  
earlier claimed to have been shipwrecked. 
 
In London he joined the chorus line of In  

Dahomey, an all-black West End  
musical show, and appears to 
have developed his interest in 
racing after meeting an Irish  
tipster. 
 
Away from the track, he could be 
found in the capital's markets 
such as East Street and Petticoat 
Lane, selling lucky mascots and 
even medicines that claimed to 
cure anything from flat feet to 
baldness. 
 
Monolulu was even used by the 
government for public information 
campaigns. 

 
As his fame spread, he visited the United 
States to watch famous boxers such as Joe 
Louis and Sugar Ray Robinson and appeared 
alongside the Marx Brothers on television. 
 
Even Monolulu's death is wrapped up in  
legend. Pearson, who has become friends with 
members of Monolulu's family, is still piecing 
together the puzzle. 
 
"He probably cheered a lot of people up,  
particularly when they were down. He would be 
very useful in these particular times now." 
 
Monolulu died on Valentine's Day, 1965.  
Legend says he choked in hospital on a  
chocolate given to him by journalist Jeffrey  
Bernard. 
 
Not even his grandson Peter is sure whether 
it's true. A strawberry cream, it's said, from a 
box of Black Magic. 
 
It seems too unlikely. But with Prince Monolulu, 
you just never knew.  
www.bbc.com 

https://www.bbc.com/sport/horse-racing/54695641
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Soqrat contemplates his existence 

Soqrat is the Persian form of  Socrates. And the formerly Mike de Kock trained  Australian 
bred 3x Grade 1 winner certainly looks philosophical in this picture taken at his new home 
Sandown Stud just outside Paarl in the Cape, where he has taken up stallion duties. 
 
“He’s doing very well, and a pleasure to work with. His fertility is excellent, he’s clever, has a great  
temperament and is ‘a nice person’” is how Sandown supremo James Armitage sums him up.  -tt 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
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Authentic goes back to Spendthrift  
All the options were debated regarding the 
future of recently lauded Longines  
Breeders' Cup Classic winner  
Authentic regarding racing at 4 or even just 
making a run at the $3 million Pegasus 
World Cup Invitational Stakes (G1) Jan. 23 
as several other stallion prospects have 
done before moving on to stud careers. 

In the end, the 3yo son of Into Mischief  was 
retired and arrived at Spendthrift Farm the 
morning of Nov. 9, walked off the van by Bob 
Baffert, who lauded the colt for his exceptional 
soundness and extraordinary speed. 

"He never had a bad day. He never got sick, 
never colicked, never had an issue," Baffert 
said. "He really enjoyed his work and wanted 
to run fast every day. In that way, he was easy 
to train because he didn't need to work in  
company or he'd do too much. I wish they 
could be that easy. Now I have to find another 
one." 

Even with Authentic maturing and "really  
coming into his prime," according to Baffert, 
the decision to retire the colt was  
straightforward. "We turned over every option, 
believe me," said Spendthrift president Eric 
Gustavson. "We did contemplate the Pegasus, 
and it’s nice for the purse money, but it would 
not change anything regarding his stature at 
this point or his stud fee. It just didn't make 
sense. We would rather he let down and enjoy 
three months running around  our .paddocks." 

Authentic, co-owned by B. Wayne Hughes' 
Spendthrift, Madaket Stables, Starlight Racing, 
and the micro-share operation MyRace-
Horse.com, ended his racing career with a 6-2-
0 record out of eight starts and earnings of 
$6,191,200. Concerns that a son of Into  
Mischief could not win at the American classic  
distance of 1 1/4 miles allowed Authentic to go 
off at 8-1 in the Kentucky Derby, which he won 
gate-to-wire. He went on to finish second 
to Swiss Skydiver in the Preakness Stakes 
(G1) before capping off his career with a win in 
the Breeders' Cup Classic.   

Authentic enters stud at $75,000. Spendthrift 
Farm general manager Ned Toffey said he  
expects his book to fill in a couple of days. 

www.bloodhorse.com Spendthrift Farm owner B. Wayne Hughes is all 
smiles while welcoming home Authentic. 

Pic-Rick Samuels 
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