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Making her first start as a four-year-old, the  
undefeated Silvano filly ran out an unextended 
winner of a Pinnacle Stakes over 1600m at 
Turffontein, and looks a worthy 22/10 favourite 
with the sponsors of the forthcoming World 
Sports Betting Summer Cup at the same venue 
on the 28th of this month.  
 
But speaking to chief handicapper Lennon  
Maharaj on Monday I was informed that her 
Merit Rating had been raised to 119 from 117, 
meaning she will now carry a kilo more in the 
big race. Queen Supreme is effectively the top 
weight after the scratching of Got The  
Greenlight, meaning Summer Pudding will now 
shoulder 58kg.       
 
Paul Peter’s superstar has now won eight in a 
row , and as reported on goldcircle.co.za, she 
is closing in on Home Guard’s record of eleven 
undefeated runs set in 1969. 

She now probably faces her stiffest task taking 
on males for the first time, but with a mare who 
has only won a single Grade 1 race carrying 
top weight, she can hardly be said to be facing  
the cream of the crop. 
 
Judged on Saturday I would venture that she 
has a couple of lengths improvement to come, 
and despite a poor draw, she will be the one to 
beat at the end of the month.  
 
Meanwhile on an unseasonably cold and  
blustery day in Cape Town, aptly named Hello 
Winter Hello streaked clear late to win the 
Listed Laisserfaire Stakes over 1100m in good 
style, continuing Adam Marcus' good start to 
the Cape season. 
 
The Listed Woolavington over 2400m followed, 
and here Chrome Yellow (10-1) just got the 
better of fellow outsider Holy Warrior. (to Pg 2) 
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 There were quite a few scintillating prep runs on Saturday for big races coming up, and 
none more so than that from reigning Equus horse-of-the-year Summer Pudding. 

                                         Summer Pudding wins         the SA Oaks back in June. Pic—JC Photos. 

The stars come out to play 
This is Ottoman Empire winning on Saturday, not  cantering to the start. Pic—Wayne Marks  
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Opening  feature of the day was the non-black-
type Cape Mile and Justin Snaith got on the 
board here as well-weighted Nexus confirmed 
his well-being for the Graded races coming up 
with a comfortable victory.  
 
Empire rising 
 
But for me the most noteworthy performance of 
the afternoon came earlier. Ottoman Empire 
had caught the eye cruising in on debut in a  
moderate maiden field at Durbanville. And he  
confirmed that he is way above average with a 
second successive easy score.  
 
The Gimmethegreenlight gelding did the same 
this time against some decent sorts at MR90 
level, and while we shouldn’t get ahead of  
ourselves, to my eyes he quickened virtually 
instantaneously in the manner of a serious 
Cape Guineas contender. (Oops I just got 
ahead of myself!)   
 
A moan about moaning 
 
People here are very quick to condemn when 
things go wrong. But I have been racing in SA 
for decades, and our tote has never been out of  
service for a whole day.  
 
But that’s what happened in Australia at the 
weekend. Their TAB remained off line for 28 
hours, from 11am Saturday to 3pm Sunday. It 
was shut down again on Sunday night for  
further maintenance. 
 
A smoke and possible fire incident at a data 
centre was what caused the betting network to 
shutdown. 
 
But looking at the online Australian racing 
press, what strikes you is the lack of any  
hysterical attacks on the people running the 
systems.  
 
If that happened here sections of our media 
would immediately start trotting out the usual 
cliches like “a circus run by the clowns”, “a fish 
rots from the head down”, and “last nail in the 
coffin for our racing”. 
 
Perhaps it’s time we all tried to be a little more 
forgiving and pass out a little more slack when 
things do go awry. –tt 

  
 
    
 
     
 
  
 
  
 
  

The stars come out - from Page 1 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

A beautiful and touching tribute to fallen equine 
comrades from allied World War 1 soldiers.  

http://www.kuda.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Bruised Baffert bags Breeders’ Cup bounty  
It’s been a difficult few months for Bob  
Baffert, who acknowledged as much after 
Authentic (Into Mischief) won the GI  
Longines Breeders’ Cup Classic and 
wrapped up the Horse-of-the-Year title on a 
terrific day of racing at Keeneland Saturday. 

He seemed every bit as relieved as he was  
excited, enjoying a moment where he could  
divert his focus from Scopolamine, drug  
positives out of Oaklawn or the latest hit job 
from the New York Times. It seemed that a 
weight had been lifted off his shoulders. 
 
“That was awesome. I tell you what, I needed 
that, didn’t I?” he asked after the Classic. 
 
Yes, he did. There was no denying that  
Baffert’s problems were a story that hovered 
over this Breeders’ Cup. The face of racing had 
been hit with one scandal after another, giving 
his critics ammunition they ran with in their  
on-going attempts to label him a cheat. Now, he 
was front and centre in one of the sport’s most 
visible events. 
 
When Gamine (Into Mischief) won the GI 
Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Sprint, it was still 
another reminder of Baffert’s problems. Twice 

this year, she was the subject of medication 
violations. “I wanted it bad for her,” Baffert said. 
“What she’s gone through. She deserved it. Of 
all my races, this meant the most to me.” 
 
To NBC’s credit, its team didn’t ignore the story 
and Baffert was called upon to explain to the 
cameras how and why he had found himself in 
the middle of such a mess. He said many of the 
same things he said when issuing a statement 
earlier in the week when he said, “We can  
always do better and that is my goal.” 
 
What Gamine and Authentic did was change 
the narrative, at least for a day. This was about 
Baffert, the gifted trainer, not Baffert, the trainer 
the New York Times suggested this week 
should be banned from the Breeders’ Cup. 
 
He is the face of racing because when it comes 
to the major events, he’s just better than  
everybody else. Yes, his owners provide him 
with an assembly line of beautifully bred,  
expensive horses, but they only do so because 
they know he delivers. 
 
Gamine has proven to be one of the fastest  
fillies he has ever trained. Authentic, a horse 
who once appeared to have distance  
limitations, has won the sport’s two most  
important mile-and-a-quarter events, the  
Classic and the GI Kentucky Derby. Improbable 
(City Zip), after winning three straight Grade I’s 
for Baffert, was second in the Classic. 
 
Tied with Ben Jones for most Derby wins,  
Baffert has won the race six times. The Classic 
win was his fifth and the fourth time he has won 
the race over the last seven years. Those are 
the types of accomplishments that set him 
apart. 
 
There were other important stories on this day, 
including trainer Brad Cox winning (to Page 6)

 



5 

 



6 

 

Baffert bags the bounty—from Page 4 

two races Saturday, giving him four wins overall 
at this Breeders’ Cup. Cox’s career has soared 
over a very short time and he, more so than  
anyone else, appears ready to be Baffert’s  
biggest challenger when it comes to superiority 
in the training ranks.  

Cox’s Monomoy Girl (Tapizar—above) could not 
have been better when winning the GI Longines 
Breeders’ Cup Distaff for the second time. In 15 
career starts, she has crossed the wire first 14 
times and is well on her way to the Hall of 
Fame.  
(Note: one of her 2 defeats was by objection –tt) 
 
The feel-good story of the day was the win by 
Whitmore (Pleasantly Perfect) in the GI  
Breeders’ Cup Sprint. A 7-year-old making his 
fourth start in the Sprint, his last couple of races  
weren’t very good, but he delivered when it  
mattered most. 
 
On the subject of top trainers, Aidan O’Brien 
finished one-two-three in the GI Breeders’ Cup 
Mile, somehow figuring out a way to get 73-1 
shot Order of Australia (Ire) (Australia {GB}) to 
cross the wire first. It was a big day for the  
Europeans, who won every one of the Breeders’ 
Cup races on the grass.  

It was a brutally tough day for French jockey 
Christophe Soumillon, who could not ride  
because of a positive test for COVID-19. Two of 
his original mounts won.  
 
After going 0-for-19 in the Classic, John  
Velazquez got the job done, riding Authentic, 
who was allowed to lope along on the lead in 
what was a perfect trip and ride. 
 
But, as is so often the case, the spotlight  
hovered over Baffert for much of the day and 
shone brightly on the Hall of Famer when he 
finished one-two in the Classic. 
 
By no means has he been accused of the sorts 
of cheating that Jason Servis and Jorge Navarro 
have been.  
 
It has been alleged that both were part of a  
sophisticated program to dope their horses with 
powerful performance-enhancing drugs. Nothing 
Baffert has been accused of comes even  
remotely close to putting him in their category. 
 
But he’s also not a Christophe Clement, a  
Graham Motion, a Bill Mott, a Richard Mandella 
or any of the top trainers whose careers have 
largely been devoid of any drug positives or 
scandals.  
 
It’s appropriate to ask questions, even if he is 
guilty of nothing more than sloppy  
management of his stable. 
 
The hope now is that this Breeders’ Cup will 
foreshadow what is to come. For Baffert to be a 
superstar trainer is good for the sport. For him to 
wind up in one scandal after another is not. He 
is right, he needs to do better. Here’s hoping 
that he will.  
 
From thoroughbreddailynews.com 
  

https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/pdf/tdn/tdn201108.pdf


7 

 



8 

 

Give a girl a break! 

Spare a thought for Monomoy Girl. 
 
Mere hours after scoring her second Grade 1  
Longines Breeders’ Cup Distaff title in dominant 
fashion, the brilliant Tapizar mare found herself  
being paraded around a sales ring.   
 
She was sold to Spendthrift Farm for a record-
breaking $9.5 million on Sunday at the  
Fasig-Tipton November sale “Night of the 
Stars” session,  
 
It was widely expected that Saturday’s triumph 
would be her final racetrack appearance. 
 
But it has been confirmed that she will stay in 
training and return to trainer Brad Cox as a  
six-year-old in 2021,  
 
Monomoy Girl has won 13 of her 15 starts, 
including seven Gr1 races, and amassed over 
$3.3 million in stakes.   
 

The gross for 142 horses was $80,237,000, 
with an average price of $565,049 and a 
$200,000 median.  There were 22 horses sold 
for $1 million or more, compared with 18 horses 
sold for seven figures a year ago when 128 
horses grossed $68,011,000 for an average 
price of $531,336 and a $300,000 median. - tt  

 

notrumps.com latest odds 

1/6   More legal challenges  
 
7/1   concedes defeat  
 
25/1 releases Christmas song with Mariah Carey  
 
5000/1 applies to be new Man Utd manager  
 
200,000/1 converts to Islam 
 
2,000,000/1 says “I’m Sorry” 
 
5,000,000/1 admits he was in the wrong 
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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IF YOU ARE MISSING  A NEWSLETTER, 
CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW  

 www.turftalk.co.za  
  

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Fallon junior heading for the very top  
Cieren Fallon (below) has set himself a  
target of beating this year's total of winners 
after joining an exclusive club by landing a  
second apprentice title. 

The 2019 champion was officially handed back 
the trophy at Doncaster on Saturday after  
emulating the likes of Lester Piggott and Joe 
Mercer, who are among just ten dual winners 
since World War Two. 

No apprentice had doubled up since Gary 
Bardwell in 1987 and 1988 and Fallon said: 
"It's been a very good year and I've been very 
lucky. I've had lots of support, I can't thank 
every owner and trainer who has supported 
me enough. 

"Mr Haggas has supported me a lot and I've 
been in the right place at the right time. I hope 
it can continue next year." 

Fallon won 43 races in the pandemic-
shortened championship campaign and will be 
riding on the all-weather through the winter, 
building up to the next turf campaign. 

"I hope just to ride more winners than next 

year and have a bit more Group success," he 
said. "I hope to keep building each year. 

"If things fall right, with Qatar Racing and Mr 
Haggas, I hope I'll have a lot more chances. If 
that's so, I don't see why I can't better this 
year." 

Fallon is also looking forward to getting back 
on board Oxted, who gave him hist first Group 
1 success in the July Cup at Newmarket. 

"Oxted helped me when I lost my claim, he's 
been a big part of my career," Fallon said. "It 
will be a big ask for him next year but I hope 
he can win those champion sprints." 

Oisin Murphy was also champion for the  
second year in a row, although he was away 
at the Breeders' Cup and unable to be 
crowned at Doncaster. 

Murphy officially retained his title late on Friday 
evening when William Buick ran out of  
opportunities to catch the 25-year-old, who 
had his last rides of he season at Southwell on 
Tuesday and ended the unusual campaign on 
142 winners. 

The championship, which usually runs from 
Guineas weekend until British Champions Day 
in October, was extended by three weeks this 
year after the coronavirus pandemic delayed 
the beginning of the season. There was also a 
sense of deja vu in Ireland, where Colin Keane  
earlier this week reached a century with his 
final ride of the season – a feat he also 
achieved when winning his first title in 2017. 
racingpost.com  (Fallon is the son of former six
-time champion Kieren –tt)  

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za

