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W hen Mk’s Pride just outdid favourite 
War Of Athena in a thrilling finish to the 
Peermont Emperors Palace Ready-To-Run 
Cup at Turffontein last Saturday it was a 
fairy tale come true for first time owner 
Koos Nkale.  
 
But he prefers to give the credit to another 
source.  
 
“I think of myself as a blessed owner. I have 
been puntering for forty years, so I have some 
idea about horses. But I have never won a  
substantial amount. This horse was a gift from 
the almighty. 
 
“It’s very exciting. It makes you feel like you are 
dreaming. But when I woke up the next day I 
realised it’s not a dream,” he says with delight 
in his voice.  

And any other successful owner will know what 
he is talking about.  
 
Madimetja Koos Nkale was born 63 years ago 
in Limpopo. Hence the name of his horse.  
 
“Some people have asked me if MK refers to 
Umkhonto we Sizwe, but no those are my  
initials, and I am filled with pride to own a horse 
like this,” he states with another ready laugh.  
 
But he comes from far humbler beginning: “I 
left school with only a Standard 8 (now Grade 
10), as in those days black Africans were not 
given equal opportunities.  
 
“But I worked hard to improve myself. I did a 
Primary Teachers Course (PTC), followed by a 
Further Education Certificate (FET), before  
finally a Bachelor of Education (Honours)  
degree from Pretoria University. (to Page 2) 

Racing is no struggle for ‘MK’ 
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Koos Nkale (2nd right) and his sons Itumeleng and Ofentse lead in MK’s Pride on Saturday 
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Mr Nkale worked as an educator for many 
years, before giving it up fairly recently.  
 
“The current state of affairs in education wasn’t 
helping. There’s more focus on educators than 
learners.”     
 
He then moved into local transport where he 
lives in Eersterus township near Pretoria.  
 
“But I am missing my matriculants now that the 
exams are just starting. So, I may go back to 
education at some point.” 
 
And his move into ownership makes a good 
read: “I had been interested in owning a horse 
for years but couldn’t afford it. But when the  
opportunity came I grabbed it with both hands.  

“One day at Turffontein I met trainer Mike  
Mahiakola, and he told me about a horse down 
in Kwazulu-Natal. It took me a while to come to 
a decision, but the power from the almighty told 
me to buy the horse.  
 
“Paul Peter was a natural choice for me as a 
trainer. When I was puntering I was comfortable 
with a lot of his qualities. He has done a sterling 
job. When I go to the stables I feel so good  
because my horse is so well looked after. But I 
haven’t been able to get there this week, as so 
many people want my time after Saturday. 
 
“Sherman Brown rode my first winner, and that 
will never change, and I’d like to thank him as 
well. He’s still my only horse, but I may look at 
getting another one before the end of the year. 
He wasn’t expensive, otherwise I wouldn’t have 
bought him,” he adds with yet another chuckle. 

But with three wins from four starts, and stakes 
of R531,600 with plenty more to come, he has 
certainly turned out to be a good earner. 
 
And fittingly the deeply religious man  
concludes with more praise for the man above. 
.  
“Thanks to the almighty for this wonderful gift. 
Once the almighty says yes, no man can say 
no.” -tt 

 Racing no struggle for ‘MK’ - from Page 1 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

  MK’s Pride (right) just touches off War Of Athena 

Stop acting weird mom 

Some role reversal as this Drakenstein Stud foal  
looks concerned about his mom’s behaviour. Surely 
she should be the one worried about her offspring?   

http://www.kuda.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Lester Pigott turns 85 
The man a lot of people think of as the 
world’s greatest living jockey turns 85  

today.  

We pay tribute with a few pictures and quotes 
from his stellar career.  

Vincent O'Brien (above) once said of Lester 
Piggott "In a perfect world, I would have Lester 
ride for me in all the big races, but in none of 
the trials.” 

The great man rode no less 
than nine Derby winners, and 
singled out Sir Ivor  
(1968-below) as the best of 
them, to the shock of Nijinsky

(1970) fans like myself.–tt   .  
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Triple crown winners meet in Japan Cup 
For the first time in its history Japan is to 
host a face-off between the male and female 
Triple Crown winners after the Japan Cup 
was confirmed as the next target for  
champion colt Contrail. 
 
The news means that Contrail – who became 
only the third undefeated horse to win the 
Satsuki Sho (Japanese 2,000 Guineas), Tokyo 
Yushun  (Japanese Derby) and Kikuka Sho 
(Japanese St Leger) – is on course to meet the 
also unbeaten Daring Tact, who won the fillies’ 
equivalent the Triple Tiara, the Oka Sho, 
Yushun Himba and Shuka Sho. 
 
Contrail’s trainer Yoshito Yahagi said the colt 
had recovered remarkably well from his tussle 
with Aristoteles, who he beat by a neck in the 
Kikuka Sho over 1m7f at Kyoto racecourse on 
October 25. 
 
Yahagi said he had considered how exciting it 
would be for Japanese fans to have a race  
between Contrail and Daring Tact and decided 
to commit to the challenge after discussions with 
the owner. As long as the horse remained in 
good shape he would be trained for the Japan 
Cup, he added. 
 
Contrail has won all seven starts to become 
world number one horse in the Thoroughbred 
Racing Commentary Global Rankings. 

Daring Tact (below), who has won five out of 
five, was already confirmed for the Japan Cup in 
which she would bid to emulate two other fillies’ 
Triple Crown winners Almond Eye and  
Gentildonna to win the all-aged championship. 

Almond Eye, successful in 2018, could be in the 
line-up too with her connections still to  
announce her next target after her record eighth 
G1 victory in the Tenno Sho (Autumn) last 
weekend. —horseracingplanet.com 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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IF YOU ARE MISSING  A NEWSLETTER, 
CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW  

 www.turftalk.co.za  
  

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

Excitement building for CTS RTR race 
Anticipation is building for the R1,25  
million CTS Ready-To-Run Stakes over 
1400m at Kenilworth on 21 November.  

The race is only open to graduates of the CTS 
RTR sale of 2019, and is a prelude to this 
year’s online sale, which takes place on  
November 29. 

Recent start-to-finish Grade 3 Cape Classic 
winner Seeking The Stars will be a major  
contender. Trainer Vaughan Marshall gave 
him a vote of confidence. 

“I have been very impressed with him. He’s a 
free running type of horse, and should be a big 
runner,” was his summation.  

So it was no surprise to see the Vercingetorix 
colt heading the latest log for the race issued 
on Wednesday. Fillies fill the next three  
positions, with Candice Bass-Robinson’s  
Lemon Delight and Ballroom Bliss split by 
Greens, trained by Paul Peter. Colts and  
geldings carry 60kg in the race, and fillies 

57,5kg. –tt 

Seeking the Stars destroys them in the Cape Classic 

The Current Log Standings 
 

  1  SEEKING THE STARS 
  2  LEMON DELIGHT (f) 
  3  GREENS (f) 
  4  BALLROOM BLISS (f) 
  5  WILLOW EXPRESS, THE CONTRACTOR  
      SOUTHERN CHARM (f), 
  8  FAST LOVE, TARANTINO 
10  NORTHERN SONG, SONIC BURST (f) 
      BOWIE 
13  SPIRITUAL WIND 
14  LOUIS GEM (f) 
15  LA LUVIA (f) 
16  VOYEUR 
17  CAPTAIN ARIANO (f), CARLO COLLODI 
19  ROYAL FLUSH, VARIETY BREEZE (f) 
     TRIPPLE JET, ANCIENT ROME 
     SOVEREIGN ROSE (f) 

Ladies Corner 

Call me sexist, but all ladies love a grey. So 
any females watching would have been  
delighted by the finish of the traditional Greys 
race this morning on Australian Oaks day.  
 
And as some wag commented on social media: 
“I think the grey won it!” -tt 

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za

