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When St John Gray won the 2011 Summer Cup with Dancewiththedevil, it's possible top 
trainers Mike De Kock, Geoff Woodruff and Sean Tarry all said: "Who the hell is this guy?" 

Gray had been training for just three years - the 
Cup had been dominated by the big stables 
and this guy, who only saddled his first runner 
in 2008, was gatecrashing their party. The 
2010 Summer Cup had been won by De Kock's 
runner, Flirtation, and 2009 by Tarry's  
representative, Aslan. 

 
Nine years later both pundits and racing fans 
are well aware of St John Gray.  
 
He sends out a steady stream of winners from 
his Randjesfontein base and throws in Gr 1's 
from time to time. One of the best quotes about 
this owner/breeder came on the African Betting 
Clan website.  
 
A blogger stated: "St John is his own man, a 

non-conformist and trusting in his own  
beliefs." 
 
A glance at Winning Form statistics to October 
26 shows St John in third place in the national 
trainers log. As big a surprise as my footie side, 
Leeds United, being in the first six in the  

Premier League. (not any more  - tt) 
 
In that period he has sent out 25 winners - only 
24 less than the whole 2019/20 campaign 
when he finished in 14th place in the log. If he 
maintains this strike-rate he's certain to better 
his best-ever season which was 63 wins in the 
2011/12 season. So to what does he attribute 
this fine start?  
 
"Basically, my runners got out of the blocks 
early. In the early part of the season (to Pg2) 

Gray but never neutral  
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the big yards are giving injections and resting 
horses so it's not going to last for long."   

"Then - at this time of the year - I have my  
annual fight with the handicappers who seem 
intent on giving hefty penalties which makes life 
tough for average horses," says St John. 
 
I point out that it's a feather in his cap that the 
majority of his winners are what can be termed 
"housebrands." He displays his sense of  
humour here countering: "Yes, or you could  
describe them as box-wine." 
 
It's also noticeable that the majority of his big 
race winners are female: "Yes, well, I like to 
think I've got a way with women, but I have had 
some decent male horses like Captain Aldo, Big 
Brass and Dawn Assault." 
 
In December last year, St John reached the  
notable milestone of 1000 winners in his career 
when Dawn Assault won at the Vaal. It was  
appropriate that Gavin Lerena was in the irons 
as he piloted Dancewiththedevil to victory in the 
2011 Summer Cup. 
 
But it is the females who have grabbed centre 
stage. Dancewiththedevil was a 5-time Gr 1  
winner who was sent to the UK and came back 
here. Then in June this year the stable enjoyed 
more Gr 1 success when Ronnie's Candy -  
given a peach of a ride by Striker Strydom - won 
the Gr 1 Empress Club at Turffontein. 
 
"She's now in foal to Bezrin but I haven't  
entirely ruled out her returning to racing."  

We turn, inevitably, to Dance Class who has 
been a revelation this year winning six races 
with the four year-old second favourite for the 
Summer Cup at 10-1. 
 
We chatted just before the weekend and I  
suggested the filly might need to win the  
Yellowwood Handicap to get a run in the Cup. 
 
"Yes, I don't know the yardstick for her to get 
into that race - I haven't seen any log published. 
But I guess if she doesn't win on Saturday she'll 
blow out in the betting to 33-1." 
 
If Dance Class does run in the Cup and win, it 
will be a second success for the stallion, Modus 
Vivendi, who is the sire of Dancewiththedevil. 
The dam of Dance Class is Dance Alley who is 
by another of his top horses, SA Classic winner 
Jam Alley. 
 
However - fast forward 24 hours - and those 
long odds about Dance Class winning the Cup 
have become a reality. The four year-old could 
only manage fourth place behind Saragon in 
Saturday's Yellowwood. 
 
We chatted on Saturday night and I could hear 
the frustration in St John's voice: "First we get 
bowled over at the start and then - instead of 
following my instruction to make the pace on 
Strada Statale - Van Rensburg decided he 
could win it himself." 
 
With the Cup having 20 runners, Dance Class 
doesn't fall into the ‘forlorn hope’ category just 
yet, particularly as a number of entries for the 
November 28 race hardly covered themselves 
with glory in the Charity Mile. 
 
The horse to take out of that race is the  
winner's former stablemate, Charles. The big 
name owners including Mesdames John  
Magnier and Diane Nagle know they made the 
right decision when sending the Trippi gelding 
to Mike De Kock. 
 
Nevertheless , it's another "housebrand" (or box
-wine) with St John's latest star whom he rates 
"a pretty decent filly who is still going to win a 
Group race - she is only four." 
 
When it comes to jockeys, St John feels the top 
yards have a huge advantage. (to Page 4) 

 St John Gray - from Page 1 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

He said earlier this year: "The difference  
between riders like Strydom (who won the 
Empress Club on Ronnie's Candy) and the rest 
of them is enormous. They just do things right  
- it makes all the difference." 
 
In the racing results in newspapers, one will see: 
"Bred at Graystone Stud" and the success of St 
John's KZN operation resulted in him receiving a 
KZN Breeders Achievement Award. 
 
Regarding breeding, St John's favourite saying is 
this: "I told God my plans and he just smiled." 
 
There are probably a good number of studs 
which would be more than happy with the  
number of winners that have emerged from  
Graystone and the flow looks set to continue.  

Unlike other breeders, he doesn't have the  
worry of whether the combination of the virus 
and tough economic conditions will affect  
bloodstock sales. 
 
With a strike-rate in the first three months of the 
season of 13,8%, St John is riding a difficult 
wave as well as anyone. 
 
When Dancewiththedevil won his first Gr 1 in 
2011, there was a media headline "the Devil 
Wore Green." 
 
They were referring to St John's green  
(and white ring) colours which are set for many 
more visits to the number one box this term.  
 
This is a man who "trusts in his own beliefs". 

St John Gray—from Page 2 

The Prince takes it in his stride (pun intended) 
This picture was taken on Saturday after 
Yulong Prince returned to stables. You 
would never say he had had  a tough race a 
couple of hours earlier.  
 
Master trainer Chris Waller tweeted: “Two 
South Africans pretty chuffed about taking out 
the Group 1 Cantala Stakes at Flemington  
today!” 
 
The lady is Jo Taylor. Her comment was:  
“Couldn’t be more proud to be South African 
today. Especially with this hunk of a horse 
showing we can hold our own anywhere.”  

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Magical (below) will break from stall two 
while stablemate Mogul will start widest of 
10 runners in Saturday’s Longines  
Breeders’ Cup Turf at Keeneland. 
 

The duo, who will be ridden by Ryan Moore 
and Pierre-Charles Boudot respectively, will be 
trying to give trainer Aidan O’Brien a seventh 
success in the 12-furlong heat, which also  
features Dermot Weld’s Tarnawa, the mount of 
Christophe Soumillon. 
 
John Gosden is also represented with the 
Frankie Dettori-ridden Lord North (six) and  
Mehdaayih, who will be in stall four for Joel 
Rosario. 
 
Kameko, winner of the 2000 Guineas, goes for 
glory in the Fanduel Breeders’ Cup Mile and 
Oisin Murphy’s mount will be surrounded by 
some familiar horses as he breaks from stall 
two. 
 
O’Brien’s Circus Maximus (one) and the Ger 
Lyons-trained Siskin (four) have already 
crossed swords with Andrew Balding’s charge 
this year, while Lope Y Fernandez (three), 
Safe Voyage (six) and One Master (nine)  
complete the British and Irish challenge. 
 
Last year’s winner Uni is drawn 12th of the 14 
runners for Chad Brown. 
 
The Jessica Harrington-trained Cayenne  
Pepper was drawn 14 of 14 runners for the 
Maker’s Mark Filly & Mare Turf, which also  
features O’Brien’s Peaceful (three),  
Terrebellum (seven) from the Gosden yard and 
James Fanshawe’s Audarya (11). 
 
Glass Slippers is in stall six for Kevin Ryan in 
the Turf Sprint, with Charlie Hills’ Equilateral 
among the reserves for the six-furlong contest. 
Bob Baffert appears to hold the key to the 

Classic with three-times Group One winner 
Improbable, Kentucky Derby victor Authentic 
and Maximum Security. 
 
The trio were all drawn next to each other in 
the 10-furlong feature, taking stalls eight, nine 
and 10 respectively. 
 
Baffert said: “That was crazy. I got here just 
before the draw and I saw Authentic in the 
nine. And they’re going to be easy to watch. 
 
“It’s not like the Sprint and they have a long run 
to the turn. They have to break well.  
Improbable, he needs to break well.” 
 
Tiz The Law will be in stall two with Toms 
D’Etat (four) another leading contender. 
 
Monomoy Girl (10) and Swiss Skydiver (5) face 
off against each other in the Distaff in one of 
the most eagerly awaited clashes. 
 

Swiss Skydiver (above) won the Preakness on 
her most recent start for Kenny McPeek, while 
Monomoy Girl won this race in 2018 but could 
not defend her title last year after suffering a 
bout of colic. 
 
Trainer Brad Cox is unconcerned by her draw 
in the widest stall of all, adding: “She was 11 of 
11 in the Breeders’ Cup in 2018. She was 14 
of 14 in the Kentucky Oaks. I love it.” 

 
www.racingtv.com 

Brit raiders set for Breeders Cup turf  

IF YOU MISS A NEWSLETTER, CLICK 
THIS LINK FOR PAST ISSUES  

www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.racingtv.com/news/magical-in-stall-two-for-breeders-cup-turf-assignment
https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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Emperors Palace Charity Mile   

After this win HUDOO MAGIC has had his  
rating raised from 106 to 110. Runner-up 
CHARLES goes from 108 to 110, while 3rd 
placed YOUCANTHURRYLOVE is up from 
110 to 112.  4th placed TREE TUMBO, who 
was 7 pounds or 3.5 kgs under sufferance 
at the weights and carried 0.5 kg  
overweight, was raised from 100 to 109. 

HSH Princess Charlene Starling Stakes 
DUE DILIGENCE has seen her rating  
increased from 93 to 106 after winning this. 
Runner-up GEE FOR GO was raised from 
88 to 104, TANZANITE QUEEN is up from 
91 to 95, and LOUIS GEM was raised from 
81 to 88. 
    
Palacebet.co.za Live Games Graham 
Beck Stakes  
Undefeated MALMOOS has had his rating 
raised from 100 to 110 after he recorded a 
third win from as many starts. 

The Handicappers felt that previously  
unbeaten runner-up FOREVER MINE 
would not have run worse than the actual 
107 he achieved when winning a  

Graduation Plate a fortnight earlier.  At the 
time, FOREVER MINE could not be given 
more than a six pound increase for winning 
that race in terms of the restrictions in 
place regarding plate races, hence his 101 
rating going into Saturday’s race. 

3rd placed WINTER STORIES was raised 
from 99 to 105, while 4th finisher CATCH 
TWENTY TWO goes from 99 to 104 to 
keep him one pound below the 3rd placed 
horse. 

Peermont Emperors Palace RTR Cup 
 

MK’S PRIDE has had his rating increased 
from 96 to 109 after he won the Peermont 
Emperors Palace Ready To Run Cup over 
1400m at Turffontein on Saturday.    

3rd placed FLYING CARPET (who had no 
published rating going into the race having 
only run twice previously and being still a 
maiden) was given a mark of 108, to keep 
him in line with the winner at these weight 
terms. 

From the NHA Handicapping department.  

Hudoo Magic, Malmoos both go to 110 
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IF YOU ARE MISSING  A NEWSLETTER, 
CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW  

 www.turftalk.co.za  
  

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, 
FOR THE PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 

mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

O’Brien jnr denies his father again  
Twilight Payment won the 2020  
Melbourne Cup this morning for trainer  
Joseph O'Brien and jockey Jye McNeil. 

The Lloyd Williams-owned runner, who paid  
R27.20 and R8.10 on our tote, led for virtually 
the entire 3200m journey to hold off race  
favourite Tiger Moth and evergreen stayer 
Prince Of Arran. 

It was an amazing seventh win for the most 
successful owner in the Cup's history, who we 
featured in Turf Talk last week.  

McNeil was having his first ride in a Melbourne 
Cup and he judged things to perfection on the 
eight-year-old gelding. 

This was the second time O'Brien junior has 
taken the prize, after Rekindle defeated   
Johannes Vermeer in 2017. On both occasions 
he has beaten his father Aiden into the runner-
up slot,  and denied him a maiden victory.  

Prince Of Arran's minor placing was his third in 

the Melbourne Cup, with the Fellowe trained 
runner finishing strongly late from well back. 
He was ridden by Jamie Kah, the world's  
highest ranked female rider, who was also  
having her opening outing in the great race.  

Aiden O'Brien's other runner Anthony Van 
Dyck failed to finish. Tragically the 2019  
Epsom Derby winner was later humanely  
euthanased after sustaining a fractured   

fetlock. -tt 

This pre-race animal rights protester at least had a 
message we can all agree with. Everybody hates an 

ARM (after-race-merchant). 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Twilight Payment (right) stays on to win. 

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com

