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 The controversial Gazala Gallop objection incident at Greyville yesterday has provoked  

plenty of comment.  

 The stipes report reads as follows: 
 
At the 200m, BANZAI PIPELINE (L Hewit-
son) was carried out by GAZALA GALLOP 
(M Yeni) after GAZALA GALLOP (M Yeni) 
and BANZAI PIPELINE (L Hewitson) had 
come together and brushed.  Thereafter, in 
the concluding stages, GAZALA GALLOP 
(M Yeni) and BANZAI PIPELINE (L Hewit-
son) bumped and both became unbalanced, 
with GAZALA GALLOP (M Yeni) being 
turned outwards, after BANZAI PIPELINE (L 
Hewitson) had shifted in away from the 
crop, and GAZALA GALLOP (M Yeni) had 
shifted out away from the crop.  Thereafter, 
both horses shifted in to the finish.  A race 
review was called into this incident which 
was followed by an objection being lodged 
by Jockey L Hewitson on behalf of the sec-
ond placed horse (BANZAI PIPELINE) 
against the winner (GAZALA GALLOP) on 
the grounds of interference in the conclud-

ing stages.  After considering the evidence 
in this matter which included that of Jockey 
L Hewitson and Jockey M Yeni, the Board 
concluded that the interference that oc-
curred was as a result of dual movements 
of the horses involved and therefore the ob-
jection was over-ruled, the Judge’s result 
allowed to stand and Jockey L Hewitson’s 
deposit was refunded. 
 
Now the objection itself was a tricky one that 
could have gone either way. But the trainer of 
Banzai Pipeline Garth Puller (above) later 
made some strong points, albeit  in his always 
eloquent manner. 
 
“The stipes should be objecting. They say 
there’s not enough members. When they  
uphold an objection, and they haven’t objected 
themselves they should be fined.” 
 
To watch the race click here. (to Page 2) 

Should the stipes always object?   
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There were five stewards on duty, but trainee 
Mr S. Connaway didn’t form part of the  
objection board.  
 
KZN chief stipe Deanthan Moodley explained: 
“We called a race review, but Mr Hewitson  
pre-empted us by quickly coming in and   
declaring he wanted to object.” 
 
NHA Racing Control Executive Arnold Hyde 
provided more input: “The jockey or trainer  
objecting is in line with international practise. In 
Hong Kong for instance the jockey is expected 
to object, and might be spoken to if he didn’t.”   
 
When there are only three stipes on duty, which 
is usually the case in Cape Town, it is rare for 
the Stipes to object themselves, with it usually 
falling to the trainer or jockey to initiate the  
protest.  
 
One reason for this is that the person who lays 
the objection leads the enquiry proceedings, but  
is recused from voting, as they are deemed to 
have already revealed their hand, and are 
therefore biased. That only leaves two to vote, 
which would obviously create potential for a 
hung jury. Somebody would have to be  
co-opted to avoid this possibility – normally  
another NHA official such as the starter or vet, 
which is far from ideal.  
 
It was interesting to hear from Arnold Hyde that 
this is not a formal rule, but has become  
accepted standard practise across the country.    
 
But personally I don’t see why this is necessary. 
If the stipes are objecting, it is obvious at least 
one of them thinks it is justified, and the  
instigator of the objection should still be allowed 
to vote. In any case nothing is stopping that 
stipe from changing his mind based on the  
evidence led.  
 
Food for thought. -tt 

Varsfontein bred Yulong Prince scored a  
stunning win in the G1 Kennedy Cantala Stakes 
at Flemington on Saturday.  

By their Australian  bred stallion  
Gimmethegreenlight, Yulong Prince was called 
Surcharge when in South Africa, and was one 
of the best performed horses of his generation.  
 
He won six of 11 starts, including the G1 Daily 
News 2000, G3 Tony Ruffel Stakes, and Listed 
Secretariat Stakes during the  2017/8 season. 
 
Out of the placed Diktat mare Congestion 
Charge, and a half-brother to four winners, 
Yulong Prince is from the same family as 
champions, and influential sires, Kris and  
Diesis, successful South African sire, and G1 
Gran Criterium winner, Count Dubois and Irish 
2000 Guineas hero Indian Haven to name but a 
few. –tt 

Should stipes object  - from Page 1 Yulong Prince does it for SA 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Ever wondered why you do the things you do 
with your horse We give you the answer  
below, plus some other fun facts about horses 
you may not have been aware of. 
 
1 – Why we mount on the left 
This dates back to ancient Europe when  
gentlemen carried swords. The scabbard was 
usually on the left side of the body, so the man 
could draw the sword with his right. Therefore, in 
order to get on the horse unhindered by the  
scabbard, he had to mount on the left side.   
 
2 – Why do we walk them on the left 
Okay, so the first one makes sense, you don’t 
want your sword in the way when you mount. But 
why lead a horse on the left? Well it seems to be 
just for convenience. If you are leading your horse 
on the left, you can quickly mount if needed. 
 
3 – Horses can see almost 360 degrees 
Being a prey animal, the horse has eyes set on 
the side of the head, allowing them to see almost 
360 degrees. According to Equine Medical Ser-
vices, there is a small space directly behind the 
rump they cannot see if their head is straight for-
ward. However, if they move their head, they can 
see this area as well! Pretty incredible. 
 
4 – Horses can’t breathe through their mouths 
Equines are obligatory nose breathers. Why? The 
horse’s soft palate blocks off the pharynx from the 
mouth except when they swallow. This prevents 
accidental inhaling of food, but it also means 
horses cannot breathe through their mouth like 
we do, or pant to regulate heat like a dog does  
 
5 – Wild horses aren’t actually wild 
While Americans refer to Mustangs as “wild  
horses” and Australian Brumbies are also seen as 
wild, technically they are all feral horses. A feral 
animal is one that lives in the wild but is  
descended from domesticated animals. There is 
only one true wild horse and that is the famed 
Przewalski’s horse (pictured) in Mongolia.   

6 – Mares have less teeth than colts/geldings 
You can tell the sex of a horse by the number of 
teeth. Colts/geldings have 40 teeth while mares 
only have 36. A horse’s teeth takes up more 
space in their skull than their brain does.   

Facts about horses you may not have known 

Snowing in spring 

This outstanding Horizon filly out of the Western Winter 
mare Soft Snow was birthed recently at Hemel-En-Aarde 

down Hermanus way.  
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Aidan O’Brien is not messing around 
anymore. He’s sending out his very best 
stayers to try to finally win the Melbourne 
Cup. 
 
The Irish training genius has two runners in 
Tuesday’s big race (6am SA time) — an  
English Derby winner and a young stayer so 
highly rated, he is Cup co-favourite with his 
stablemate. 

 
“Your racing is very competitive down there 
and we are trying hard to win races,’’ O’Brien 
tells The Daily Telegraph from his training 
complex at Ballydoyle. 
 
“Obviously, we are trying to bring the best 
horses we can bring at the time. We know you 
need very good horses to try to win down 
there.’’ 
 
And they don’t come much better than Anthony 
Van Dyck, winner of the 2019 Derby at Epsom 
Downs. He’s the first winner of the world’s  
oldest and most prestigious classic to race in 
Australia, let alone in a Melbourne Cup. 
 
Tiger Moth ran second in the Irish Derby then 
thrashed older rivals in the Group 3 Kilternan 
Stakes at Leopardstown. Both stayers are  
untried at 3200m but O’Brien believes they will 
run the trip. 
 
“I suppose ‘Anthony’ has never run further than 
the mile-and-a-half,’’ O’Brien says. “But we  
always thought he would stay further, he is a 
very classy horse. Obviously, Tiger Moth is the 
same, a mile-and-a-half is as far as he’s run as 
well. He ran a very good race in the Irish Derby 
(second to Santiago) and we were very happy 
with his last run as well.” 
  
The Melbourne Cup was first run in 1861 and it 
wasn’t until 1993 when northern 

hemisphere-trained stayers were aimed at 
the Flemington two-miler. Irish trainer Dermot 
Weld prepared Vintage Crop to win the race 
that year. 
 
O’Brien had his first Cup runner with his great 
stayer Yeats in 2006. He ran seventh behind 
Delta Blues. 
 
In the years since, O’Brien has gone close to 
winning the Melbourne Cup, most notably in 
2017 when Johannes Vermeer was narrowly 
beaten into second. Rekindling, trained by 
O’Brien’s son Joseph, won the race. 
 
So, O’Brien is getting a better handle on what 
is required to win the Melbourne Cup but he 
was blindsided when informed how race  
history is stacked against Tiger Moth and  
Anthony Van Dyck. 
 
Tiger Moth has only had four starts and no Cup 
winner in nearly 140 years has had so few 
starts. You need to go back to 1883 to find a 
Cup winner with less experience. Martini-Henry 
holds the record, winning the Victoria Derby on 
debut then backing up on the Tuesday to win 
the Melbourne Cup. 
 
“I didn’t realise that,’’ O’Brien says. “If you say 
that, it has to be a concern. It has been a trend 
and trends are often very hard to reverse. 
 
“He ran two races before the Irish Derby and 
then he ran in the mile-and-a-half race at  
Leopardstown. We tried to make that race as 
fast and as strong and as competitive as we 
could to try to teach him as much as we could 
and to expose him as much we could. We 
knew he wasn’t going to have many  
opportunities to run before the Cup. We have 
done our best to teach him.’’ 
 
RECORD BREAKER  
Anthony Van Dyck is the number one  
saddlecloth bearer in the Melbourne Cup with 
topweight of 58.5kg and, if he wins on  
Tuesday, he will break the race record for the 
most weight carried successfully by a northern 
hemisphere-trained stayer. 
 
The highest weight carried by a ‘northerner’ to 
win a Melbourne Cup is the 56.5kg shouldered 
by German stayer Protectionist in 2014.In fact, 
no horse has carried 58.5kg or more to win the 
Cup since Think Big in 1975. (to Page 9) 

O’Brien sets sights on elusive Cup  
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“That is another thing that I didn’t know,’’  
O’Brien says. 
 
“All we can do is try and, hopefully, the lads will 
get him to the Cup as well as they can have 
him. The lads are very happy with the horse 
since the Caulfield Cup. We know we have a 
high-class, quality horse.’’ 
 
O’Brien speaks at least twice daily with his  
stable staff who travelled from Ireland to take 
care of his Cup contenders this spring. 
 
“Obviously, it is very difficult,’’ he says. “We are 
very grateful for the lads who went down there 
two weeks before the horses arrived. The lads 
had to stay in hotel rooms for two weeks. 
That’s serious commitment from our people. 
 
“We are lucky to have such special people 
working for us, really. If it wasn’t for them we 
would not have runners in the Melbourne Cup. 
When you see what has happened in Europe 
with the numbers going back up again, our 
numbers in Ireland are still fairly high, we  
realise how important it is to still be racing. 
 
“With everyone in lockdown, and you can’t go 
anywhere, it is a big thing to be able to watch 
the races and read about it. 
 
“Even though there is no one on track and you 
think there is no atmosphere, it doesn’t come 

across that way and it’s a massive thing for 
people’s mental health to be able to watch the 
races.’’ 
 
O’Brien has had to watch from afar as Anthony 
Van Dyck went under narrowly in 
the Caulfield Cup then Armory was beaten by 
Sir Dragonet in the Cox Plate. 
 
STIFF OPPOSITION 
Ironically, it could be a stayer he previously 
trained, Sir Dragonet, who could deny O’Brien 
that elusive Cup win. Or perhaps, it will again 
be O’Brien’s son Joseph, with either Master Of 
Reality or Twilight Payment. 
 
“When Joseph won it, we were over the moon. 
We would be delighted for him to win it again. 
We have been trying to win it for a long time 
and we haven’t, we have got close a few times 
but that’s all. 
  
O’Brien has given himself perhaps his best  
opportunity yet to win the Melbourne Cup.  
Certainly the bookies think so as they have 
Anthony Van Dyck and Tiger Moth sharing  
favouritism with their former stablemate Sir 
Dragonet.“  
 
“If it does happen (for us), they deserve all the 
credit for doing it because it is a very difficult 
thing to make it happen.’’ 
 
www.racenet.com.au  
  

O’Brien chases cup (from Page 7)  

http://www.racenet.com.au/news/aidan-obrien-brings-out-his-best-horses-yet-in-pursuit-of-his-first-melbourne-cup-20201101
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Like the bokke above, a year ago today we were all on cloud nine after the amazing 32-12 win 
over England in the World Cup Final .  
 
Most pundits predicted an England victory, and after their stellar performance seeing off the  
All Blacks a week earlier, I have to admit I was one of them. 
 
But some things don’t alter. Yulong Prince won at Listed level on Melbourne Cup day 2019, and 
scored again at Grade 1 level virtually a year to the day later on Saturday. Mike de Kock won the  
Graham Beck with Frosted Gold, and followed up with Malmoos this year. 
 
How our worlds have changed since….2021 can only be kinder. –tt 
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