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No racing fans at Turffontein on Saturday is tragedy with a capital T. Some of the country’s best 
horses will be in action at the city track for one of the most popular meetings on the calendar, 
writes DAVID MOLLETT (courtesy of Business Day). 

 Nevertheless, punters could be in the money 
by following young Luke Ferraris. The  
champion apprentice has been in good form 
this term and the suggestion is to take a double 
— Malmoos to win the Graham Beck and  
Victoria Paige to place in the Peermont  
Emperors Palace Charity Mile. 
 
Not surprisingly the betting market on the Mile 
is wide open. Riverstown was the early 13-2  
co-favourite with Justin Snaith’s raider Crown 
Towers, but support has come for Cornish  
Pomodoro who has shortened to 11-2. 
 
While Riverstown boasts decent form, it is 
surely significant that champion jockey Warren 
Kennedy will partner stablemate Astrix. The 
Vercingetorix gelding won in good style last 
time out but has a wide draw to overcome. 
 
However, there has to be a strong chance of 
Sean Tarry taking the R105,000 first cheque 

with the champion trainer represented by the 
impressive trio of Tierra Del Fuego, Cornish 
Pomodoro and Virginia Paige. 
 
Though Tierra Del Fuego —  a fine advert for 
his sire Skitt Skizzle — has top-weight and a 
wide draw, it is possible he will prefer this 
shorter trip to the 2,200m of the Durban July in 
which he was never a factor. 
 
Cornish Pomodoro looked a horse with huge 
scope as he stretched clear to win over 1,600m 
at the Vaal. He is well drawn and the mount of 
Lyle Hewitson so we will see if he is up to his 
toughest task to date. 
 
Interestingly, both Cornish Pomodoro and  
Virginia Paige have won over 1,600m at the 
Vaal this season clocking almost identical 
times. The former stopped the clock in 97,67 
sec and the latter in 97,62 sec. It is Virginia 
Paige’s close third to Summer Pudding(to Pg2) 

Follow Ferraris junior at Turffies   

Luke Ferraris with his esteemed grandfather Ormomd.  

www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za  Friday 30 October  2020 



2 

 

(beaten only three-parts of a length) which  
suggests she has a leading role to play. Ferraris 
rides her for the third time and will be able to 
place the filly wherever he wants from barrier 
three. 
 
Crown Towers, a son of Epsom Derby winner 
Camelot, arrives on the back of an impressive 
win in the Michaelmas Handicap and is  
expected to mount a strong challenge. The one 
nagging reservation is that he has let backers 
down in the past - most noticeably when  
beaten at 15-10 in the Thukela Handicap on  
July day. 
 
One of the most interesting runners is five-year-
old Charles, who has his second start for Mike 
de Kock. He will have been ring-rusty on his  
reappearance when beaten nearly five lengths 
by Astrix. Can he turn the tables on only slightly 
better terms? Possibly, as he has the  
advantage of stall two. 
 
Tristful - bred by Gary Player - will provide SA’s 
golfing legend with the perfect 85th birthday  
present if Tony Rivalland’s Trippi gelding takes 
top honours. Unfortunately, the Champions Cup 
fifth is drawn in the nearby Rand Stadium. It is 
tough making a final selection but Victoria Paige 
gets the nod to beat Crown Towers, Cornish  
Pomodoro and Astrix. 
 
EMPERORS PALACE READY-TO-RUN CUP 
After the scratching of Anything Goes the door is 
now open for Paul Matchett’s filly War Of Athena 
to take advantage and land the R450,000 first 
prize. The main worry for her connections is  
another wide draw. 
 
MK's Pride, Somasonic and Afternoon Tea now 
all come into the picture. It could pay to take 
swingers with the latter who is well drawn at  
barrier two. 
 
GRAHAM BECK STAKES 
After his super-impressive latest win, bookies 
seemed on the generous side (unusual for them) 
in pricing up Mike de Kock's runner,  
Malmoos (right), at 11-10 in early betting. This 
was a surprise considering his chief rival looks to 
be his stablemate Al Muthana. 
 
But Al Muthana - a son of sprinter Deep Field -    

is going 1,400m for the first time whereas  
Malmoos has won over the course and  
distance. Predictably, the 11-10 was soon 
snapped up leaving Malmoos’ price at 7-10. 
 
YELLOWWOOD HANDICAP 
This might end up a match race between two 
four-year-old fillies both with 52,5kg on their 
backs  - Dance Class and Invisible.  
 
Perhaps Dance Class needs to win this race to 
get into the Summer Cup for which she is  
second favourite at 10-1. The grey Invisible 
should go well from pole position and is  
preferred to Warren Kennedy’s mount Heart 
Stwings. 

(Continues Page 4) 

Follow Ferraris Junior  - from Page 1 

MOLLY’S SELECTIONS  
1st Race: (15) Sweet Future (11) Oblige (9) 

Florentine (3) Verinova 
2nd Race: No Selection  
3rd Race: (2) Lucy Belle (1) Spice Market (3) 
Lotus (13) Right Choice 
4th Race: (1) Ecstatic Green (2) Caralluma (5) 
Due Diligence (6) Tanzanite Queen 
5th Race: (2) Malmoos (6) Al Muthana (1) For-
ever Mine (5) Willow Express 
6th Race: (10) War Of Athena (11) Afternoon 
Tea (1) MK's Pride (2) Somasonic 
7th Race: (11) Virginia Paige (6) Crown Towers 
(16) Cornish Pomodoro (9) Astrix 
8th Race: (6) Dance Class (8) Invisible (7) 
Heart Stwings (1) Saragon 
9th Race: (5) Bohica (3) Gallic Princess (4) In-
vidia (1) Rivarine 
10th Race: (6) Sworder Street (2) Factor Fifty 
(3) Imperial Ruby (5) Snow Palace 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

GOLDEN LOOM HANDICAP 
A three-horse war between Bohica, Gallic  
Princess and Invidia and they are selected in that 
order. Bohica has done this column proud in his 
last three outings and can reward his  
backers once again. 
 
Gallic Princess, owned by Gary Player and Larry 
Nestadt, turned the Thekwini Sprint into a  
procession on Durban July day and now makes 
her seasonal bow.  
 
Candice Dawson’s stable has made a quiet start 
to the new campaign, but one daren’t leave the 
daughter of Vercingetorix out of Pick Six perms. 
 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Invidia is reunited with Aldo Domeyer but the 
four-year-old has not won in his four starts since 
Sun Met day at Kenilworth. 
 
STARLING STAKES 
No surprise that Lyle Hewitson maintains his 
association with Ecstatic Green who so nearly 
beat War Of Athena last time out.  
 
Caralluma was narrowly defeated in the Golden 
Slipper and is a good backup for last season's 
leading owner Chris van Niekerk. 
 
Jockey arrangements suggest Due Diligence, 
the mount of Callan Murray, is the pick of  
De Kock’s trio. 

Follow Ferraris Junior - from Page 2 

This 1930’s betting machine looks more  
interested than some of our current tote employees. 

Nostalgia Corner 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Melbourne Cup is traditionally party time 
for all of Victoria - a public holiday for a 
race day steeped in the lore, history and 
culture of the state. 
 
But the man who is nowadays most associated 
with the great race, owner Lloyd Williams, has 
for years eschewed the fun, frivolities and  
festivities at Flemington, watching the event 
and its build up in splendid isolation at home 
on the couch. 

COVID-19 has kept Melbourne in suspended 
animation, and even as the thaw begins the 
racecourse is out of bounds for not just  
the public, but owners craving their big day out. 
 
That is not to say that the man who has won 
more Cups than any other owner will not be 
taking as keen an interest in this year's running 
as he has in every other. 
 
He will be aiming for his seventh triumph and 
his three entries - Irish-trained Twilight  
Payment, Master of Reality (relegated from 
second to fourth last year) and the Danny 
O'Brien-prepared King of Leogrance - give him 
a sporting chance of achieving it. 

These days Williams prefers to take a back 
seat, watching quietly and not conducting  
interviews. But everyone in racing knows that 
the Cup, quite simply, means more to him than 
anything else - as he explained the last time he 
was sighted at Flemington when his German 
galloper Almandin gave him his fifth Cup win in 
2016. 
 
"I'm a proud Melburnian; I love Melbourne.  
Winning this race means more than building 
businesses," he'd told journalists at the  
traditional post-race media conference. 
 
"I grew up in a Catholic family. There were two 
main things in our lives: publicans and punting. 
I first remember listening to the Melbourne Cup 
when I was five. It has been a part of my life 
ever since." 
 
Rob Hickmott worked for years at Williams' 
state of the art equine complex at Mount Mace-
don as Williams' official trainer.   
 
 "I was the trainer of Green Moon [2012] and 
Almandin when they won and I was the  
assistant with Graeme Rogerson when  
Efficient won in 2007," Hickmott said. 
 
“He grew up with the Melbourne Cup in his 
veins, and it never waned one iota all the time I 
was with him. It was an all year-round project. 
The next day [after a win] he wanted us to 
write down our plans for next year's Melbourne 
Cup.” From www.theage.com.au 
 

Williams chases 7th Melbourne Cup  

IF YOU ARE MISSING  A NEWSLETTER, 
CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW  

 www.turftalk.co.za  

https://www.theage.com.au/sport/racing/williams-aims-for-seventh-melbourne-cup-triumph-20201030-p56a14.htm
https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
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The charismatic Juddmonte Farms  
homebred was out on his own on the track. 
Now, as the fastest stallion to reach 40 
Northern Hemisphere Group winners in the 
history of the Pattern, that striking  
marketing slogan remains true at stud. 

Frankel’s record-setting 40th Group winner  
arrived courtesy of Kalahara’s win in the G3 
Prix d’Arenberg at ParisLongchamp. Frankel’s 
stud career is peppered by some excellent 
middle-distance performers such as  
Cracksman and Anapurna in addition to the 
odd stayer, but in the quick Kalahara, whose 
breakthrough score came over 5f, there was 
also a further glimpse into his versatility. 
 
It all began four years ago with the  
wide-margin victory of the Juddmonte  
homebred Fair Eva in the appropriately 

Juddmonte-sponsored Princess Margaret 
Stakes on King George day at Ascot.  
 
That summer, the eyes of the entire bloodstock 
world were on Frankel in recognition of his  
status as one of the great horses of the  
post-War era.  
 
He had been the final masterpiece for trainer 
Sir Henry Cecil, one whose career had taken in 
14 unbeaten starts.  
 
There was a flair to him that also made the colt 
brilliant, and it was in harnessing that  
exuberance while nurturing a natural talent that 
brought Cecil’s skill and intuition, previously on 
show through earlier greats such as Wollow, 
Oh So Sharp and Bosra Sham, into sharper 
focus. 
 
With such a record, however, comes the 
weight of expectations. As such, no stallion of 
the recent era has come under more scrutiny. 
 
Four years on and Frankel’s stud career does 
indeed consist of some pretty weighty figures. 
For starters, he is throwing 12 percent Group 
winners to runners. And when it comes to 
stakes winners overall, he returns a figure of 
16 percent. A tally of 59 stakes winners  
worldwide is led by 11 scorers at the top level . 
 
Full story at  www.thoroughbredracing.com 
 

Frankel still without equal  

https://www.thoroughbredracing.com/articles/frankel-remarkable-success-story-just-keeps-reading-better-and-better/

