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“Saturday was great. Our season will really 
start now. When you have a good horse they 
make it easy. I said on Tuesday she would win. 
There’s a lot of room for improvement, and it 
would be awesome to win another Fillies  
Guineas.” 

Craig of course scored a year ago on  
Mississippi Burning for Adam – the young  
trainer’s first Grade 1 success. 

“She’s flying at home and you can put a line 
through her last run in the Diana. We will  
probably try her over further this season.” 

And of course, the jewel in the crown is Equus 
champion miler Vardy.  

“He had a little holiday, and again looks the 
horse he was during last year’s Cape season. 
He feels great.” 

But first up is the big race day at Turffontein on 
Saturday, where he likes his ride for Mike de 
Kock in the Dingaans. 

“I’m looking forward to the Graham Beck. It 
should be a great race. I’m fortunate to be  
riding Forever Mine for my sponsors 
Wilgerbosdrift and Mauritzfontein, and Mr De 
Kock has a very strong hand with Malmoos and 
Al Muthana as well.     

Last season was his most successful yet, as 
Mississippi Burning, Vardy and (to Page 2) 

Zackey has another princess 
Craig Zackey after one of his many wins on Equus champion miler Vardy. (pic—Chase Liebenberg) 
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After his win on the Adam Marcus trained Princess Calla in Saturday’s Grade 2 Western 
Cape Fillies Championship, we caught up with Craig Zackey for a few words.  
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Golden Ducat gave him three Grade 1 wins. 
Normally it would have been four, but Van 
Halen’s delayed Mercury Sprint victory falls  
under this season.  

“Last year was great, and I intend to keep  
progressing. Ideally I’d like to have a crack at 
the title, but let’s see what happens. I think we 
are in for a great season with the current crop of 
three-year-olds.” 

Born in Benoni, Craig had no real interest in 
horses or racing early on, saying that he “was 
more into cricket and soccer, and only went to 
the jockey academy because my grandfather 
urged me to give it a go”.  

However things soon changed: “As soon as I 
was around horses at the academy I loved them 
and wanted to work with them” is how he  
describes his initiation into the equine world.  

It wasn’t all plain sailing though. He was in the 
same intake as the likes of Ryan Munger and 
Collen Storey, and laughs as he recalls: ‘It took 
me 16 rides before I won – the longest of  
anyone in my year’. 

Craig’s first black type win was an extremely 
memorable one, as Dom Zaki’s top class  
juvenile Arabian Beat won the Grade 1 SA 
Nursery on 25 April 2015. That was a 16-1 
chance, and he followed up with a Grade 2 win 
the same day, as Stuart Pettigrew’s aptly named 
stayer J’s Outsider won the Gold Bowl at 40-1.  

That gave his career an ideal launching pad, 
and he went on to later that year represent 
South Africa at the Asian Young Guns  
Challenge in Korea, having already done the 
duties in Macau the previous year.  

“It was a different style of racing, and very  
different courses, and I learnt a lot. Macau is 
the Las Vegas of China and I enjoyed every 
moment of it, although I wasn’t mad about the 
food”, is how he sums up that time. 

In early 2016 a very significant event in the 
Zackey story happened when a filly called  
Nother Russia made her debut at the Vaal.  

“She was a nervous little thing who didn’t show 
much, and was tricky in the pens, so nobody 
thought much of her. But she gave me a good 
feel, and I worked with her a lot, and I got the 
chance from there. Before she first ran I  
received a message from Jessica Slack simply 
saying: ‘Hi Craig. Look after her’ which meant a 
lot to me’” is how he remembers the genesis of 
their partnership.  

He went on to ride her in all eighteen starts,  
including two Grade 1 Empress Clubs, as well 
as a Grade 2 and Grade 3 win.  

Craig is in a long term relationship with Sasha 
Shehab, and they welcomed daughter Sierra at 
the beginning of the year.  

“Fatherhood has given me a different  
perspective, and is a great motivation to work 
harder” is how he sums it up.  

Like most young riders he has overseas  
ambitions. 

“I would definitely go to Hong Kong or  
Singapore if the right opportunity arose. It’s  
world-class racing there with huge crowds, and 
I would love to experience it”. 

Before that day comes there should be plenty 
more top-level success locally for the  

25 year old. –tt 

ZACKEY HAS A  PRINCESS—From Page 1 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Drakenstein Stud's two newest stallions 
Lancaster Bomber and One World have 
both made extremely promising starts to 
their respective stud careers, and both 
horses look on course for plenty of  
success, writes Sarah Whitelaw.  
  
Lancaster Bomber covered an exceptional 
book of mares during his first season at  
Drakenstein in 2019, including multiple  
champion Beach Beauty, dual G1 winner 
Snowdance, G1 producers Aquatint, Se Gabor 
and Spiced Gold. 

Syndicate manager John Freeman is delighted 
by Drakenstein's new sire's early foals, saying:  

Bomb stallions can rule the world 
"I am hearing very exciting reports from  
everyone that has them. I am told that they are 
all leggy and well girthed, also well coupled with 
loads of quality about their heads." 

Lancaster Bomber's stablemate One World has 
proved to be very fertile and has been kept very 
busy this season with a full book of 120 mares. 
  
Among the mares One World has already  
covered are such G1 winners as Ash Cloud, 
Bambina Stripes and Mighty High, G2 Camellia 
Stakes winner Bichette, and high-class G3  
winners Goodtime Gal, Rose In Bloom, (to Pg8) 

Beach Beauty with her Lancaster Bomber filly. 

Archerfield and her colt. Definitely leggy.  
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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 Bomb stallions can rule world—from Page 4 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Star Express, Sylvan On Fire and Witchcraft. 
  
Other stakes winners to have already visited the 
Met winner include recent Jockey Club Stakes 
winner Statute and Eastern Cape star Madame 
Speaker. 
 
One World has also already been visited to such 
notable stakes producing mares as Sing Dixie 
Sing (dam of Singapore Sling), Secret Risk (dam 
of Undercover Agent), and Kindling.  
 
The latter has produced a pair of graded stakes 
winners in Captain's Flame and Fragrant Al to the 
cover of One World's own sire Captain Al. 

One of 23 G1 winners for Claiborne's  
outstanding stallion War Front (already sire of 
successful stallions Declaration Of War and The 
Factor), Lancaster Bomber was a top-class  
racehorse who finished first or second in six G1 
races, and ran out a ready, winner of the 2018 
G1 Tattersalls Gold Cup. 
 
In winning the Tattersalls Gold Cup, Lancaster 
Bomber accounted for Investec Derby runner up 
Cliffs Of Moher by two lengths. 
  
G1 Investec Coronation Cup winner Defoe was a 
further length and a half away in third. 
 
The 2020 G1 Sun Met winner One World, South 

Africa's Champion Older Male of 2019-2020, 
ranks as one of the very best sons of multiple 
champion South African sire Captain Al.  
 
The strapping bay ran first, second or third in 
each of his 14 starts, with One World  
accounting for six G1 winners when victorious in 
this year's Sun Met. 
  

 
One World is a stakes winner at two, three and 
four who earned over R5.6 million.  
 
He  is out of a mare by multiple champion sire 
Giant's Causeway, whose daughters have  
produced over 100 stakes winners including US 
horse-of-the-year Gun Runner. 
 

‘Der Bomber’ in his racing days 

IF YOU ARE MISSING  A NEWSLETTER, 
CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW  

 www.turftalk.co.za  

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR THE 
PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

https://www.turftalk.co.za/get-turf-talks-daily-newsletter/
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za


9 

 



10 

 



11 

 



12 

 

This satirical look at Saturday’s alleged Turffontein incident was not originated by Turf Talk, but is  
circulating openly on Social Media. But can Andrew make 118kg? 
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Champion jockey Oisin Murphy celebrated 
a significant career milestone at Southwell 
on Tuesday as victory aboard Perfect Sign 
in the 6f novice stakes gave the rider his 
1,000th winner in Britain. 
 
Murphy, 25, has raced to the top of his  
profession, landing the champion apprentice 
crown in 2014 before adding the senior riders' 
title for the first time last year. He currently 
leads William Buick by ten as he bids to defend 
his crown with less than two weeks of the  
season remaining.  
 
A graduate of the famed Kingsclere riding 
academy, Murphy has enjoyed the support of 
Andrew Balding throughout his career and  
became first rider to powerful owners Qatar 
Racing in 2016. 
 
Fittingly, the landmark milestone was reached 
aboard another another Qatar Racing horse in 
Perfect Sign and a delighted Murphy told Sky 
Sports Racing: "I ride for great people and it’s 
really nice to ride my 1,000th winner in Britain 
in these colours for Qatar Racing and Sheikh 
Fahad.  
 
"When you start out as an apprentice you hope 
you can get a licence and then ride a winner 
and so on, Hopefully I can ride 1,000 more in 
the future. I ride good horses all over the world 
and I’m very privileged to do that." 
 
The nephew of three-time Cheltenham Gold 
Cup-winning rider Jim Culloty, Murphy  
celebrated a first Classic success in Britain 
earlier this year when teaming up with Balding 
and Qatar Racing to land the 2,000 Guineas 
with Kameko. 
 
That win meant the world to Murphy and he 
said: "To win my first classic on Kameko was 

just incredible because as a child you watch all 
the big races on TV and that was my first one.  
We’ve been so lucky to find such good horses 
over the last few years. Roaring Lion was a 
great champion as was Kameko and it’s not 
easy to replace them." 

 
Other big-race wins in the maroon and gold of 
his retained owners include Roaring Lion's four 
Group 1 wins in the Coral-Eclipse, Juddmonte 
International, Irish Champion Stakes and the 
Queen Elizabeth II Stakes in 2018.   
 
As well as Kameko's Classic success,  
highlights this year for the rider include  
top-level wins on Dream Of Dreams in 
Haydock's Sprint Cup and success in the 
Cheveley Park Stakes on the Balding-trained 
Alcohol Free.  
 
Earlier this month Murphy vowed to fight to 
clear his name after the shock news that he 
tested positive for cocaine while riding in 
France this summer. 
 
A urine sample given by the Classic-winning 
rider at Chantilly on July 19 was found to  
contain metabolites of the drug. However,  
subsequent hair tests have found no trace of 
the substance and he categorically denies ever 
taking the drug.  - www.racingpost.com 

Champ rides 1000th winner 


