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The boxing theme is relevant because two of 
the eight celebrities linked to the Peermont  
Emperors Palace Charity Mile are fighters  
Kevin Lerena and Brian Mitchell. 

However, it is the Emperors Palace Ready-To-
Run Cup — with its excellent stake of 
R900,000 — that is the race on the minds of 
the two Randjesfontein trainers. 

They first met in 1978 in the then Rhodesia, 
now Zimbabwe, when a young Matchett was a 
stalls handler and UK-born Pettigrew a jockey. 
They remained close after moving to SA. 

Pettigrew saddles his unbeaten filly Anything 
Goes in Saturday’s race and is confident the 
daughter of Var can make it six from six. 

“We’ve beaten Matchett’s filly every time we’ve 
met her. If she beats us, so be it. It’s part of the 
game.  

“I will give her a final workout on Thursday and 
she’ll be as ready as I can get her,” added the 
guy whose CV includes a Summer Cup with 
Tyson, the SA Classic with Spiced Gold and 
the Tony Ruffel and Secretariat Stakes with 
Surcharge. 

After War Of Athena’s narrow defeat by  
Anything Goes in the grade 1 Thekwini Stakes, 
Paul Matchett attributed the loss to the bad 
draw of his daughter of Act Of War.  

“A wide draw costs anyone over a mile at  
Greyville a few lengths. Anything Goes (to P2) 

Good buddies come out swinging 

Silver tongued cavalier Rouvaun Smit in one of his other roles as a RA awards MC. 
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They have been buddies for more than four decades but, to put it in boxing terms, trainers 
Paul Matchett (above right) and Stuart Pettigrew will be in different corners at Turffontein 

on Saturday writes DAVID MOLLETT (courtesy of Business Day).  
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was drawn four, mine was 11. I think with a  
better draw we would have won the race.” 

Pettigrew countered this by saying: “My filly 
quickens fast 300m out and gets a few lengths 
away from them. If War of Athena was drawn 
right next to us, mine would have found extra to 
beat her.” 

Not surprisingly, there has been overseas  
interest in Anything Goes with Pettigrew  
confirming a serious inquiry from Australia:  
“But [owner] Ian van Schalkwyk says he’s not  
interested in selling, he’s just thrilled to have a 
top horse and he fully deserves one.” 

Anything Goes was a R275,000 buy as a  
yearling from Varfsontein Stud who are also the 
breeders of Mike de Kock’s exciting three-year-
old Malmoos. 

Unfortunately, Pettigrew revealed that Dance 
Domain, the dam of Anything Goes, is dead 
but her third produce, a colt by  
Gimmethegreenlight, was bought for R420,000 
by Reynolds Chung at the National Yearling 
Sales at the end of July. 

War Of Athena, a R30,000 buy from  
Summerhill Stud, provides further proof there 
are bargains in the bloodstock world and  
Matchett has saddled the daughter of  
Dynasty’s son Act Of War to three wins from 
eight starts. 

Will that become four on Saturday? Matchett’s 
biggest worry must be the welfare or otherwise 
of jockey S’manga Khumalo who was injured at 
the Vaal last Thursday and missed last  
Saturday’s meeting at Turffontein. The 34-year
-old is booked for eight rides at the Vaal on 
Thursday. 

While jockey Diego de Gouveia has not made 
a wrong move in any of Anything Goes’ five 
starts, a plus for War Of Athena is that  
Khumalo is riding as well as any time in his  
career. Statistics to October 21 put him in third 
place in the national log with 34 winners from 
170 mounts. 

If Khumalo is sidelined, Matchett might turn to 
Muzi Yeni who partnered another talented 
Summerhill-bred female, Running Brave, to 
victory in the grade 2 Gold Bracelet at Greyville 
at the end of August. 

Bookmakers make the Cup a two-horse race 
and that seems the right call as Princess Calla 
(beaten 3L by Anything Goes in the Thekwini) 
franked the form when winning last Saturday’s 
Grade 2 Fillies Championship at Kenilworth. 

Anything Goes can surely not go any shorter 
than her current price of 13-20 with War Of 
Athena quoted at 2-1. If punters fancy the  
latter, the exacta may be the answer. This bet 
often pays well if the second favourite wins  - 
www.businesslive.co.za/bd/ 

GOOD BUDDIES—From Page 1 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Anything Goes (top) beats War Of Athena in the Thekwini. 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/
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The winners of the two three-year-old 
Graded races at the weekend have both 
been given upward adjustments in their 
ratings, as explained by the NHA below. 
 
The boys gave themselves a pat on the back, 
but couldn’t remember the name of the Cape 
Classic winner (lol). 
 
Western Cape Fillies Championship  
PRINCESS CALLA has had her merit rating 
raised from 105 to 108 after she captured the 
Grade 2 Western Cape Fillies  
Championship on the Kenilworth winter course 
on Saturday 24 October. 
 
The Handicappers were of the view that  
runner-up TRICKSTER(104) made for the best 
line horse, given that she also finished behind 
PRINCESS CALLA in the Grade 1 Thekwini 
Stakes won by ANYTHING GOES at Greyville 
in August. 
 
Third placed ZARINA was raised from 92 to 
102, while 4th finisher LEMON DELIGHT was 
raised from 91 to 101. 
 
It is worth noting that 3rd placed ZARINA and 
4th placed LEMON DELIGHT ran to marks of 
101 and 97 respectively in a  
Graduation Plate at Durbanville on 
3 October.  The Handicappers were unable to 
assign those ratings at the time because of the 

Seeking The Stars now 112 
restrictions in place. Had these two fillies been 
able to run off those marks in this Grade 2 event 
the four top rated horses would have  
occupied the first four places, in the correct  
order of ratings. 

Cape Classic  
SEEKING STARS (sic) has had his rating  
increased from 93 to 112 after he made most of 
the running at a solid pace to win the Grade 3 
Cape Classic at Kenilworth on Saturday. Fourth 
placed SPEED MACHINE (100) was the line 
horse. Runner-up LINEBACKER goes up from 
93 to 109, while 3rd placed RASCALLION also 
goes to 109, from 100. It is interesting to  
observe that in this event the four best weighted 
horses filled the first four places, albeit not in the 
order of ratings. 
—NHA press release 
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 Amazing feat by Jim Bolger 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

To breed four 2-year-old stakes winners  
within a week would be a landmark  

accomplishment for anyone.  

For Jim Bolger, however, it merely scratches the 
surface of what he accomplished the past two 
Saturdays as a breeder, owner and trainer.  

Poetic Flare (Ire) (Dawn Approach {Ire}) got 
things going on Oct. 17 at Leopardstown with a 
win in the G3 Killavullan S. Bolger bred not only 

Poetic Flare but his first two dams and his sire, 
and raced them all in the white and purple silks of 
his wife Jackie Bolger, with Dawn Approach  
having been sold to race in the Godolphin blue.  

G1 Vertem Futurity Trophy winner Mac Swiney 
(Ire) (New Approach {Ire}) was the highlight of a 
memorable day on Oct. 24 for the Bolger  
program, he being another third generation 
homebred trained by his breeder and by a sire 
trained and originally owned by Bolger.  

Mac Swiney, in fact, is a blend of Bolger’s two 
most successful colts, being by New Approach 
(who he bought as a yearling) out of a mare by 
Teofilo (a second generation homebred).   

Mac Swiney’s win followed five minutes on from 
Gear Up (Ire)’s victory in the G1 Criterium de 

Saint-Cloud. That Bolger-bred, who is by 
Teofilo, was sold as a yearling to trainer Mark 

Johnston.  

A memorable Saturday was capped by home-
bred Flying Visit (Ire) (Pride Of Dubai {Aus}) 
winning the G3 Eyrefield S. at Leopardstown. 
He is out of another Bolger homebred Teofilo 
mare.  

It is a rare feat to enjoy such continuous  
success across two professions as notoriously 
difficult as breeding and training racehorses, 
but Bolger has done just that, over the past 20 
years in particular.  

Teofilo and Soldier of Fortune(Ire) were both 
from Galileo’s second crop and raised at  
Bolger’s Redmondstown Stud  

G1 2000 Guineas winner Dawn Approach was 
from the first crop of Bolger’s Derby winner 
New Approach and provided the trainer with his 
fifth Dewhurst in seven years, all homebreds 
aside from New Approach. 

And the program at Redmondstown has turned 

out plenty of top-class fillies, too, like 
Pleascach (Ire) (Teofilo {Ire}), who won the G1 
Irish 1000 Guineas in the Bolger colours and 
the G1 Yorkshire Oaks in the Godolphin blue. ‘ 

‘One of the reasons I have to breed horses is 
it’s the best way to get them to train, and when 
you get a good one you know it isn’t  
going to be taken away from you. There’s great 
peace of mind with owning them as well  
because if you do mess one up you don’t have 
to explain it to anybody. Except my principal 
owner—but she’s very forgiving.’  

For the full story go to : 
www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 

https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/pdf/tdn/tdn201027e.pdf
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While the nature of equine safety efforts 
never allow an opportunity to run up the 
victory flag, Santa Anita Park registered a 
milestone worth celebrating after  
completing its fall meet without a single  
on-track equine fatality. 
 
Just more than a year ago, Santa Anita  
suffered a rash of breakdowns at its 2018-19  
winter-spring meet. Since then the track and 
the California Horse Racing Board have put a 
number of reforms in place to improve equine 
safety and the recently completed meet—along 
with decreased catastrophic injury rates this 
season—seem to indicate those efforts are 
making a difference. 
 
At the 16-day fall meet that concluded Oct. 25, 
there were no equine fatalities during racing 
from 1,100 total starts according to data  
collected by the CHRB. The track, one of the  
busiest in the country in terms of  
Thoroughbred training, also didn't see an  
equine fatality during morning workouts during 
the dates of the race meet. 
 
CHRB equine medical director Rick Arthur 
notes that changes in medication policies and 
a strong voided-claim rule have helped. He 
credits horsemen with picking up the safety 
ball and running with it, noting that during the 
recently completed Santa Anita meet that the 
horse racing safety panel only had to scratch 
one horse from a race due to safety concerns. 
 
"We've seen a real change in the culture when 
it comes to safety," Arthur said. "That's what 
really has allowed us to accomplish these  
improvements.  
 
"Really if it gets to the point that the regulatory 
vets have to scratch a horse, that's not where 
we want to be. The horsemen are  

self-regulating, which is what we need. They're 
the ones who know the horse more than we 
ever will." 
 
During the meet the track did see one horse 
suffer a catastrophic injury in a stable accident 
Oct. 6. Santa Anita has not had an on-track 
equine death since June 21. For the year, five 
catastrophic injuries have occurred during  
racing at Santa Anita—meaning 99.89% of the 
track's 4,871 starts through Oct. 25 have been 
clear of such incidents.  
 
This year's Equine Injury Database rate of 1.02 
equine fatalities per 1,000 starts at Santa Anita 
is about a third of last-year's rate of 3.01 and 
half the rate of 2018—2.04.   
 
Arthur noted that significant strides have been 
made on the racing circuit, where there's been 
just one on-track equine fatality this fiscal year 
(beginning July 1). That single catastrophic 
injury was not caused by a breakdown but  
rather an awkward start at Del Mar. 
 
"It's really satisfying," Arthur said. "We're just 
seeing everyone being more cautious and it's 
making a difference." -www.bloodhorse.com 

Santa Anita safety working  


