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I t was a good weekend for veterans. Out 
of the ether the dulcet tones of Rouvaun 

Smit rematerialised at Kenilworth on  
Saturday.  

As the horses left the parade ring before race 
four his smooth baritone suddenly boomed out, 
almost reminiscent of 1970’s troubadour Barry 
White introducing one of his epics of  
unrequited passion .  

And like the late ‘walrus of love’, Smit is a  
larger than life type of man.  

‘Nobody knew it was coming’, laughed the 
hugely experienced, but still only 52 years old  
race caller  when contacted on Sunday.   

‘I’m officially back from the 1st of November. 
But I wanted to do a couple of races to get my 
eye back in so to speak. So I contacted Philip 
Sarembock, and he was very helpful. 

‘I asked for one down the straight and one  
 

around the turn, so that’s why it was races 4 
and 5. I may do a couple more in one of the 
coming meetings. But the first time I call the full 
card is on Tuesday the 10th.’ 

I was amazed when informed that the last time 
he called a race was as long ago as February 
2019. And a lot of water has flowed under the 
bridge since then….but that is a story for  
another time.  

In the UK similarly named Kevin Manning and 
Joe Fanning both rode a Gr1 winner at the 
weekend – their combined age is 103, while 
the horses they rode add up to five! 

On Saturday Manning (53) took the Vertem  
Futurity Trophy Stakes (Group 1) for juveniles 
over a mile at Doncaster.  

He partnered Mac Swiney to victory for the  3rd 
time, with the outsider beating 6/4 favourite 
One Ruler by three-quarters.  (to Page 2) 
 

Good weekend for the veterans    

Silver tongued cavalier Rouvaun Smit in one of his other roles as a RA awards MC. 
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The horse is named after Terence MacSwiney, 
the former Lord Mayor of Cork, and   
coincidentally the race was run one day short of 
the centenary of his death,  

Then a day later Fanning (50) went over to 
France and scored at Longchamp  
in the Prix Royal-Oak over 3000m with  
Subjectivist. The Mark Johnston trained three-
year-old Teofilio colt came home comfortably by 
a couple of lengths at 6/1.  

But as Roger, Cristiano and LeBron would tell 
you if you could afford their time, age is just a 
number.  

At the other end of the longevity spectrum,  
undefeated Japanese superstar three-year-old 
Contrail completed his Triple Crown on Sunday, 
albeit only by a hard-fought neck. The Deep  
Impact colt repeated the 2005 feat of his sire, 

and was promptly installed as joint 8/1  
favourite for next year’s Arc along with the  
Aiden O’Brien trained Love.   

And the world’s highest ranked female jockey 
Jamie Kah enjoyed a great day at Moonee  
Valley.  

Her first ever ride in the Cox Plate limped in 
10th, but she ended the prestigious meeting 
with a remarkable four winners.   

Locally the two graded races in Cape Town  
produced  contrasting results form wise.  

Few would have predicted Seeking The Stars 
(44/1) coming home lonely in the Cape Classic. 
The Vercingetorix colt took four starts before   
cracking his maiden on heavy going last time 
out. But he made all resolutely in a quick time, 
and now needs to be taken seriously for the 
even bigger races coming up.  

The underrated Louis Mxothwa scored a long 
overdue first Graded win after a most  
enterprising ride.   

Princess Calla was the form choice coming into 
the Western Cape Fillies Championship, and 
duly got the better of Trickster, just as she had 
in the Grade 1 Thekwini at Greyville in August. 

The bookmakers for once got a race  
completely wrong odds wise, as these two 
were amazingly opened up at 15/2 and 14/1 
respectively. Come race time Trickster was 7/2 
favourite with Princess Calla 4/1. –tt 

VETERANS—From Page 1 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

Manning(left) and Fanning not ready for pipe and slippers. 

The National Horseracing Authority confirms 
that it has opened an inquiry into an incident 
that occurred in the weighing room area at 
Turffontein Racecourse, after the running of 
Race 7 on Saturday, 24 October 2020. 

After carefully considering the prima facie  
evidence, the provisions of Rule 91.2 have 
been enforced and an interim suspension has 
been imposed on Mr Andrew Fortune, a  
licenced Stable Employee and Colour Holder, 
from attending race meetings until such time 
as the outcome of the inquiry has been  
determined. 
 
—www.nhra.co.za 

Andrew Fortune suspended 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Aussies outraged as Winx is beaten 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Controversy erupted in Australia after 
Frankel (above) defeated Secretariat in the  

Ladbrokes-commissioned virtual 'Greatest 
Ever Cox Plate' to celebrate Saturday's 100th 
running of the country's weight-for-age 
championship. 

The promotion was already controversial given 
that the race featured three horses who had  
never set foot in Australia, with Deep  
Impact joining Frankel and Secretariat in the 
field to take on 11 of the finest Cox Plate  
winners. 

The omission of victors like Makybe Diva, 
Bonecrusher, Surround and Rising Fast at their 
expense further fuelled the fire. 

Friday's computer-generated contest was the 
latest high-profile virtual running of a major race 
following the Grand National and Kentucky  
Derby this year. 

Among the 14 horses competing were some of 
Australian racing's most famous names,  
including 1930 Melbourne Cup winner Phar Lap, 

multiple Group 1-winner So You Think, and dual 
Cox Plate winner Sunline, along with the  
sensational Winx. 

Secretariat, winner of the 1973 US Triple Crown, 
looked to have the race in safe keeping after 

kicking clear in the straight in the 1m2f contest, 
but Frankel, who dominated racing in Britain 

between 2010-2012, came fast and late to take 
the prize and the virtual bragging rights. 

The result was not met with enthusiasm in  
Australia, to say the least, where Winx, a four-
time Cox Plate winner among her 25 Group 1s, 
was deemed an unlucky loser having been  
taken wide into the straight by her virtual rider.  

Paul Clanchy wrote on Twitter: "Interesting that 
horses that never ran in Australia, on our hard 
tracks, let alone in a Cox Plate can run one and 
two in your mock up. Very disappointed they 
were in the field, let alone quinella the race. 
Winx best ever, Phar Lap should have been 
second."  www.racingpost.com 

I must say the idea of Frankel and Secretariat  
meeting in a virtual all-time Met would be a little 
tough to stomach, so I am firmly on the side of 
the Aussies here. -tt 

Neil Andrews faces triple bypass 

Sad news reaching us as we went to press is 
that popular racing and sport personality Neil 
Andrews has been taken ill and will have  a  
triple bypass operation on Tuesday. 
 
All connected with Turf Talk would like to wish 
Neil a full and speedy recovery. –tt  
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THE partnership of Robbie Griffiths and 
Mathew de Kock had their first winner 
when Hard Squeeze, a filly by Hard Spun, 
won the first at Echuca racetrack on  
Monday, with jockey Tom Ryan in the  
saddle. 

Hard Squeeze ran a bit green after coming 
into the straight, the race caller saying, 
“she’s running like a drunken sailor”. 

But she straightened and asserted herself 
well, drew away by five lengths and won like 
a good thing. 

Mat, not at the track, would’ve felt a bit like a 
drunken sailor himself with all the  
excitement and he was very chuffed with the 
win, saying: “We only started our partnership 
five days ago and we’ve broken the duck 
quick. That’s out of the way now. 

“Well done and thank you to Robbie,  
Shiraanee and their family and the team. 
Great to share this with them. This was a big 
moment for me to have my first winner as an 
international in Australia, my name in the 
book. We’re hoping this will be the first of 
many.” 

He added: “Hard Squeeze raced in the  
famous Sangster silks for Adam Sangster, 
an honour indeed to train a winner for  

Mathew de Kock off mark 

Swettenham Stud.” 

Mat said that Echuca was a provincial course, 
quite far away from his Cranbourne base, but 
that the Maiden Plate was worth the equivalent 
of R276,000. 

 mikedekockracing.com 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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The Interbet sponsored 2019/20 Cape 
Breeders Awards winners were revealed    
on Sunday evening courtesy of Tellytrack's 
Breeding To Win show. 

The awards panel comprised Jehan Malherbe, 
Karel Miedema and Mark Van Deventer. 

Mike de Kock’s Silvano colt Hawwaam
(pictured) was named Horse Of The Year, and 
also picked up the Older Male and Middle  
Distance awards. 

His dam Halfway To Heaven was again  
Broodmare Of The Year, while Wilgerbosdrift & 
Mauritzfontein were Breeders Of The Year. 

Cape Breeders chairman James Armitage  
revealed the amazing statistic that Cape bred 
horses won 25 of the 29 Grade 1 races held in 
South Africa during the season in question.  

Champion 2 year Old Colt 
Tempting Fate – Avontuur 
 
Champion 2 Year Old Filly 
Vernichey – Klawervlei 
 
Champion 3 Year Old Colt 
Got The Greenlight – Nadeson Park 
 
Champion 3 Year Old Filly 
Summer Pudding –  
Wilgerbosfrift & Mauritzfontein 
 
Champion Older Male 
Hawwaam – Wilgerbosfrift & Mauritzfontein 
 
Champion Older Female 
Celtic Sea – Wilgerbosfrift & Mauritzfontein 
 
 

 
Champion Sprinter 
Russet Air – Lammerskraal 
 
Middle Distance 
Hawwaam – Wilgerbosfrift & Mauritzfontein 
 
Stayer of the Year 
Out Of Your League – Wynand Nel 
 
Broodmare of the Year 
Halfway To Heaven –  
Wilgerbosfrift & Mauritzfontein 
 
Stallion of the Year 
Silvano Maine – Chance Farms 
 
Outstanding New Stallion 
Global View – Ascot Stud 
 
Breeder of the Year - Klawervlei 
 
Outstanding Breeder 
Wilgerbosdrift & Mauritzfontein 
 
International Horse 
Alexandra Rose 
 
Horse of the Year 
Hawwaam  -tt 

Cape Breeders go Hawwaam 


