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Thirteen years under the wing of five-times champion trainer Geoff Woodruff have seen trainer  

Johan Janse van Vuuren reap a reward with a top 10 finish in last season’s national log. The  
38-year-old saddled 58 winners from 425 runs. writes DAVID MOLLETT. 

However, his world could be turned upside 
down if his chief patron Laurence Wernars 
goes through with his threat to quit racing. 

After an NHRA (national horse racing authority) 
inquiry on Tuesday, jockey Chase Maujean 
was fined R60,000 for the way he rode  
the Wernars horse Puerto Manzano at  
Turffontein on September 26. Wernars was so 
incensed he told the Sporting Post he intended 
“disposing of my racehorses”. 

Van Vuuren’s team last term included Divine 
Odyssey (winner of the grade 3 Jubilee  
Handicap and a respectable seventh in the 
Vodacom Durban July) as well as his talented 
filly Lady Of Steel, who won her first five races 
and ran third behind Summer Pudding in the  
Woolavington 2000. 

Winning Form statistics up to October 19 show 
Van Vuuren has sent out 14 winners in the new 
campaign and - provided horses owned by 
Wernars are not scratched - he will be  
disappointed if he does not add to that total at 
Turffontein on Saturday. 

The six horses doing duty for the stable at the 
city track include the three-year-old Second 
Base, who rates a banker bet in the fifth race 
over 1,450m. The gelding is co-owned by  
Wernars. 

Yes, it is a worry that Second Base is a young 
horse taking on his elders but if that younger 
one is above average he or she can come out 
on top. 
(Continues Page 2)  
 

Van Vuuren faces the challenge   

Speed Machine cruises to Sophomore win (pic - Wayne Marks) 

www.turftalk.co.za  / editor@turftalk.co.za     Friday 23 October  2020 

Laurence Werners (centre) and Johan Janse van Vuuren (right) in happier times.  
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Second Base, a son of Gimmethegreenlight 
bred at Gold Star Stud, has looked smart in his 
two outings. He followed a debut win with a 
fourth behind Copper Mountain, a strong race 
as the second horse was Captain Morisco who 
runs in the third leg of the jackpot. 

The pick of Second Base's rivals — and the  
runner which appeals most for a swinger — is  
Warren Kennedy’s mount, Hot Gossip. The four
-year-old has found her form in her past three 
starts but the champion jockey will have to  
overcome a shocking draw. 

Another three-year-old, Ice Man Cometh, looks 
the pick of the remainder but Gary Alexander’s 
runner meets Second Base at level weights. 

Van Vuuren and Gavin Lerena could strike  
earlier in the meeting as three-year-old  
Believeinthefuture posted a promising second 
run and rates one of the leading contenders in 
the third race. 

A son of Futura, Equus “horse-of-the-year” in 
2014/2015, Believeinthefuture ran third behind 
stablemate Second Base in his second start 
and it could be a strong formline as the second 
home, Forever Light, won next time out. 

The dangers to Van Vuuren’s runner are  
Grazinginthegrass, Sea Ways and Master  
Mariner, who Muzi Yeni partners for the fourth 
time. 

Epsom Derby winner Camelot is the sire of last 
Sunday’s Michaelmas Handicap winner, Crown 
Towers, and another of his progeny, Welsh 
Harp, could spring a surprise in the sixth race. 

The mare is another inmate of the Van Vuuren 
yard and the handicapper has seen fit to lower 
her merit rating by five points since her last  
outing.  

This can make the mare competitive in an open 
handicap in which Mike de Kock’s filly, 
Peaceontherocks, is likely to start favourite.  

With trainer Barend Botes telling Winning Form 
that Fire And Ice will need the run in the eighth 
race, another De Kock inmate, Vaseem, can be 
backed with more confidence.  

While the son of Vercingetorix is also returning 
from a break, the four-year-old is taking on a 

modest field and may have most to fear from 
Sean Tarry’s runner, Against The Grain. 

The same situation of a three-year-old giving 
weight to older horses pops up again in the  
final event in which Bequest will be the market 
leader on the strength of her recent impressive 
debut win. 

Trying to find an alternative to Alec Laird’s filly 
presents a difficult task though Lyle Hewitson’s 
mount, In Full Bloom, does receive 4.5kg and 
can make a race of it with the favourite. 

Kenilworth hosts an excellent meeting on  
Saturday with two graded races, the grade 2 
Western Cape Fillies Championship and grade 
3 Cape Classic. 
 
Marmalisa, out of the 10-time winner Louvre, 
was such an impressive winner of her maiden 
at Durbanville that she looks great each-way 
value at 7-1, while Invincabelle looks a worthy 
favourite in the Classic. 

SELECTIONS  
1st Race: (4) Castle Corner (11) Flying Carpet 

(13) Nartjie (12) Namib Desert  
2nd Race: (1) Dice The Bullet (4) Athenian 
Queen (5) Mynage (3) Super Duper 
3rd Race: (10) Believeinthefuture (8) Sea Ways 
(11)Grazinginthegrass (9)Master Mariner 
4th Race: (3) Nafoorah (6) Major Return  
(5) Our Coys (8) Magic Vision 
5th Race: (2) Second Base (3) Hot Gossip  
(1) Ice Man Cometh (7) Shortstop 
6th Race: (10) Welsh Harp (5) Peaceon-
therocks (8) Comet Crystal (12) Tartan Dancer 
7th Race: (2) Garden Party (4) Captain Morisco 
(8) Precious Stone (10) Saviour 
8th Race: (1) Vaseem (6) Against The Grain 
(12) Thumbs Up (3) Fire And Ice 
9th Race: (1) Bequest (11) In Full Bloom (12) 
Pretty Jolly (2) Golden Spiral 
 
WC FILLIES CHAMPIONSHIP  
1(9)Marmalisa 2 (8) Dazzling Sun 3(1) Princess 

Calla 4 (5) Lemon Delight 
 
CAPE CLASSIC 
1 (4) Invincabelle 2. (2) Rascallion  3 (3) Speed 
Machine 4 (5) Hyde Park 

VAN VUUREN—From Page 1 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
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Female jockeys - not just Hollie Doyle 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

 As is known pretty well everywhere in racing 
by now, the human star of the elite British 

Champions Day meeting at Ascot last  
Saturday was a 24-year-old female jockey 
who hadn’t ridden even one Group winner 
until three months ago. 

Then, in the space of an hour and a quarter on 
Saturday, she rode a G2 winner, a G1 winner 
and was runner-up in another G1. 

This article is not just about Hollie Doyle,  
however, astonishing though her rise has been 
through what serves as the 2020 flat season. 
We are looking as well at two other women  
riders also taking the sport by storm in two  
different jurisdictions: another 24-year-old 
in Jamie Kah in Australia, and the remarkable  
Canadian Emma-Jayne Wilson, who is enjoying 
a purple patch at a slightly more mature age 
(she’s 39). 

But let’s go back to Doyle. Her progress this 
season has been nothing short of electric - a first 
Royal Ascot winner, then that landmark first 

Group win on Dame Malliot in a G2 at the  
Newmarket July meeting, then scorching past 
her own British record for winners in a season  
(it had been 116 - set last year) weeks ahead of  Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

schedule even in a truncated season.  
She currently lies fourth in the British  

championship. 

Until Dame Malliot’s July victory, Doyle hadn’t 
figured anywhere in the TRC Global  
Rankings (only Group and Graded results 
count, remember). She scraped into the top 
500 after that, but three more Group winners 
(all G3) in the following weeks took her into the 
top 200. Then came Saturday. 

She drove home 11/1 shot Trueshan for  
trainer Alan King in the first, the two-mile G2 
Long Distance Cup, then surpassed that when 
16/1 chance Glen Shiel prevailed by a nose for 
trainer Archie Watson in the British Champion 
Sprint over six furlongs. It was a first G1  
triumph not just for Doyle but also for Watson.  
 
The rider wasn’t finished there, though,  
partnering the aforementioned Dame Malliot to 
finish second in the next race, the G1 British 
Champions Fillies and Mares Stakes.  
(to Page 6)  

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
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Female jockeys  - from page 4 

Doyle was the week’s highest human climber in 
any category anywhere, rising no less than 51 
places to world #102, making her the  
second-highest-ranked female rider on the 
planet. 

Ahead of her, though, is Jamie Kah (above), a 
former South Australian champion who moved 
to Victoria at the start of 2019 and currently 
leads the state’s premiership race. Kah has 
been getting more and more opportunities in 
the best races on the Melbourne circuit of late 
and was on another G3 winner at Caulfield last 
week. Trainer Charlie Fellowes has confirmed 
that Kah will be aboard Prince Of Arran, one of 
the favourites, in the Melbourne Cup on  
November 3.  
 
That all means a five-point rise for Kah this 
week, taking her to world #77 (up from 89), 
which is the highest position any female rider 
has reached since the retirement (at the age of 
26) of America’s Rosie Napravnik at the end of 
2014.  
 
The highest ranking woman in North America at 
the moment is Emma-Jayne Wilson, who plies 
her trade at Woodbine in Toronto. Wilson has 
been winning big races in Canada for nearly 20 
years, has more than 1,500 victories to her 
name and became the first women to ride the 

winner of Canada’s most famous race, the 
Queen’s Plate, the first leg of the Canadian  
Triple Crown, in 2007. She is currently enjoying 
something of a surge in our rankings.  
 
Hollie Doyle wasn’t the only female jockey to 
ride a G1 winner at the weekend - Wilson was 
at it too, partnering Say The Word to victory in 
the Northern Dancer Turf Stakes at Woodbine 
on Sunday. That was her second G1 score in 
less than a month and she is now the world’s 
fifth-ranked woman rider - at #233. 
 
This Saturday, though, she’s in the running for 
an even more important prize when she rides 
12/1 chance English Conqueror in the  
Breeders’ Stakes at Woodbine, the final leg of 
the OLG-sponsored Triple Crown. They will be 
up against it, though. Hot favourite is Mighty 
Heart, who has already won the first two legs. 
 
Current world top ten female jockeys 

(Third-ranked Linda Meech is pregnant and 
does not intend to return to action until 2021.) 
 
At-a-glance comparison 
Jamie Kah 
296 weeks in the rankings 
130 weeks in top 250 
Highest position: 77 (current) 
Hollie Doyle 
15 weeks in the rankings 
10 weeks in the top 250 
Highest position: 102 (current) 
Emma-Jayne Wilson 
190 weeks in the rankings 
18 weeks in the top 250 
Highest position: 201 (January 5, 2014) 
 www.thoroughbredracing.com 

http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
http://www.thoroughbredracing.com/articles/its-hollie-jamie-and-emma-jayne-show/
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Things got busy for recently retired  
supermare Enable on Thursday. 
 
In the early morning she was ridden for the 
last time by Frankie Dettori. 

‘Last morning riding with my queen Enable, 
she's given me the journey of a lifetime and 
I'm going to miss riding her’ was the  
legendary jockey’s touching Twitter tribute.   
 
And then she was trucked to her new home 

Enable moves house 
at Banstead Manor Stud. She is scheduled to 
be covered by Kingman.  
 
‘We are pleased to welcome champion Enable 
back to Banstead Manor Stud, where she is 
settling in well to her new home. Thank you to 
the Clarehaven team who looked after her so 
well during her five seasons of racing.’ was the 
message from owners Juddmonte. 
 
And as you see, she already looks happy . -tt 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
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Entries for the 2021 CTS Cape Premier  
Yearling Sale close today, Friday 23 October. 
 
Since its inception in 2011, CPYS has made 
great inroads into the bloodstock market with 
consistent innovation, client service,  
unmatched hospitality and above all the quality 
of its thoroughbred offerings. 

No fewer than 150 stakes winners have come 
from CPYS in ten years – that’s an average of 
15 stakes winners per year, including an  
amazing 42 Grade 1 winners from a roll of  
honour including a Durban July winner in  
Power King, a Sun Met winner in One World 
(above), a Summer Cup winner in Liege,  
various Equus Champions including Carry On 
Alice and Kasimir and, incredibly, five stallions 
in Act Of War, William Longsword (right),  
Red Ray, Horizon and One World. 

In keeping with its innovative spirit and  
promoting horseracing as a lifestyle, CTS has  
partnered with De Grendel, one of the world’s 
established and internationally renowned wine 
farms, for the 2021 renewal of the sale. 
 
The sale moves from the city to the exquisite 
Cape countryside for renewed energy, and  
potential growth in one of the world’s most  
exclusive breeding and racing regions. 
 
Vendors are reminded that payment for lots 
sold at CPYS is guaranteed. 
 
To submit entries, please go to the  
live entry section on our website, here. 
 
For more information, please contact:  
Grant Knowles, grant@cthbs.com or  
082 882 9774 ,  
Amanda Carey, amanda@cthbs.com or 
082 465 4020 ,  
Kerry Jack, kery@cthbs.com or 082 782 7297. 

CTS Cape sale entries close today  

Entries for the CTS Cape Premier Yearling Sale close 23 October, and can be downloaded 
by clicking THIS LINK 

https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/CPYS/2021/downloads/CPYS%202021%20Entry%20Form.pdf
mailto:grant@cthbs.com
mailto:amanda@cthbs.com
mailto:kerry@cthbs.com
https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/CPYS/2021/downloads/CPYS%202021%20Entry%20Form.pdf
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It’s the final Classic of the year in Japan this 
coming Sunday (October 25), and there’s a 
real buzz in the air that there could be a Triple 
Crown winner just waiting to walk away with 
the title.  
 
Contrail is looking to become just the eighth 
Triple Crown winner in Japanese racing  
history, and the first since Orfevre in 2011. 

The Grade 1 Kikuka Sho (Japanese St. Leger) 
was first run in 1938 and was given its current 
name in 1948. It’s run over 3,000 meters on 
the outer turf course at Kyoto Racecourse, and 
is open to 3-year-olds, with the exception of 
geldings. All the runners carry a set weight of 
57kg. There’s certainly plenty of interest from 
connections wanting to have a crack at  
defeating Contrail, with a maximum 18 runner 
field. This year’s winner’s cheque is JPY120 
million. (about R18.5 million -tt) 
 
The race will be Race 11 on the Sunday card 
at Kyoto, with a post time of 15:40 here in  
Japan. (08:40 in SA but sadly not on TV  -tt) 
 
Some of the main runners 
 
Contrail - The unbeaten colt by Deep Impact 
has started favorite in all six of his races  
(three of them Grade 1s). His latest victory in 
the Grade 2 Kobe Shimbun Hai last month was 
impressive, as he broke away from the pack to 
win by two lengths.  
 
“It was a good win last time. He’s come out of it 

well and has been at the stable in the  
three-week period since,” said assistant trainer 
Yusaku Oka.     
 
Weltreisende - The Dream Journey colt has 
had to play second fiddle to Contrail a number 
of times already, including his last outing in the 
Grade 2 Kobe Shimbun Hai, where he finished 
second. He’s a half-brother to last year’s  
Kikuka Sho winner World Premiere, and is 
trained by Yasutoshi Ikee, a two-time winner of 
the race. The trainer is hoping for a big run  
after one or two setbacks with the horse.  
 
“He’d broken a bone in his foreleg after the 
Derby, and a while ago he had a fever, but 
he’s recovered from both without any  
problems. This has meant he’s taken some 
time to come back to himself, but now he’s 
making up for lost time and is showing good 
form in training,” said Ikee. 
 

Galore Creek - The horse that finished sixth in 
the Tokyo Yushun (Japanese Derby) tuned up 
for this race with a third place finish in the 
Grade 2 Asahi Hai St. Lite Kinen at Nakayama 
last month. He’ll have to travel over from the 
Miho training center for what will be his first 
race at Kyoto.  
 
Trainer Hiroyuki Uehara commented: “He’s a 
horse that gets better with his races, and the 
jockey thinks so too. He was still a bit loose 
last time, but even so, he showed what he’s 
capable of doing, despite it being his first run in 
a while.” - japanracing.jp 
 
(Galore Creek was of course ridden to a Grade 
2 win by Lyle Hewitson during his Feb/March 
stint in Japan –tt)  

Contrail goes for Triple Crown  

Contrail—good looking boy. 

Contrail reacts to the idea that he might be beaten. 


