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Already twice champion jockey, Lyle Hewitson has started the new season like a house on 
fire, and at the time of writing is on 45 winners, five clear of Greg Cheyne.  

And it all comes down to hard work, as he has 
racked up 316 rides, over 70 more than ‘next 
best’ Muzi Yeni, who usually tops that score. 
 
‘Since I’ve been back in Joburg and the  
travelling has opened up things have gone 
quite well’ is our always modest hero’s  
assessment of his current situation.  
 
Not surprisingly he is currently the bookmakers 
odds-on favourite to take the title.  
 
But there remains a nagging doubt that his  
local campaign may be derailed by the  
temptation of another overseas stint, given the 
parlous situation regarding our stakes. 
 
But he has reassuring words for his supporters:  
‘At the moment I certainly plan to stay for the 
entire season. If I do go it would be to Japan.’ 

Which isn’t surprising, as after a relatively  
barren and frustrating time in Hong Kong last 
year, things quickly turned for Lyle when he 
arrived in the land of the rising sun.  
 
He rode 19 winners there in February and 
March, including a Group 2 triumph on Galore 
Creek. So not surprisingly he still follows JRA 
racing closely. 
 
‘People send me links to watch their big races. 
It was great to see Daring Tact complete the 
fillies triple crown on Sunday – she’s a  
superstar. And I’m sure Contrail will do the 
same in the colts version this weekend. I raced 
against him – I thought I was going really well, 
and this machine cruised past me. He’s one of 
the best I’ve seen in person – world class. 
 
‘My colt Galore Creek ran third (contd P2) 

Flying but not about to fly  

Lyle in familiar pose - Africa Rising this time (pic - Chase Liebenberg) 
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FLYING NOT ABOUT TO FLY (from Page1) 
to Contrail in a Group 1 and takes him on again 
on Sunday. I’ll be rooting for Galore, but part of 
me wants Contrail to win as well – you want  
champions to do it.’   
 
As the son of former jockey and trainer Carl 
Hewitson, he was always likely to gravitate  
towards a life around horses. In addition, his 
mother and stepfather are both heavily involved 
in polocrosse, so there was no escape. 
 
And when Carl made his KZN debut as a trainer 
last weekend, Lyle fittingly rode his maiden  
acceptor – Love The View in Race 1.  
 
‘It was great to ride his first runners. I can’t wait 
for the horses to get fit and ready, and then he’ll 
churn out winners. I always knew I wanted to be 
a jockey from a young age, but it really  
crystallised in my mind when I first rode in a 
workriders race. I was fourth on In Full Flo for 
Glen Kotzen, and it was a dream come true – I 
got a feeling you can’t explain. Straight away I 
aspired to be the very best I could be at this 
profession’.  
 
That was in June 2013, and he had to wait until 
November for his second chance, and first  
winner on the Sabine Plattner owned Argo’s Jet.  
 
As opposed to most apprentices who enter the 
academy at 14 or 15, Lyle only went after  
finishing Matric at the prestigious Kearsney  
College in Durban. This was at the insistence of 
his parents, and it certainly turned out to be the 

right decision, as his final Matric results yielded 
five distinctions (over 80%), and two marks in 
the high 70’s.  
 
‘If becoming a jockey hadn’t worked out I  
ntended to go to University and study Veterinary 
Science, as I was always going to work with 
horses in one way or another’ is how the  
focused young man sums it up.  
 
By the time he finally entered the apprentice 
academy at the start of 2016 he had racked up 
an impressive tally of 23 wins in workriders  
contests, and it was clear this was no ordinary 
green as grass youth walking through the doors.      
 
Since then of course his star has taken off  
supernova style, but one thing very noticeable is 
that he seems to take it all in his stride and 
doesn’t get ahead of himself. 
 
Lyle credits his parents for this mature attitude, 
saying: ‘I was brought up well, and my parents 
played a big role. My attitude is that if you focus 
on the process the outcome will take care of 
itself. I try to have patience and build positive 
momentum, and it seems to be working so far.’ 
 
As regards more personal matters, Lyle has 
been in a relationship for the past four  years 
with Hannah Runnalls. And hopefully the  
biggest young talent to have bolstered our riding 
ranks in recent years will stick  around in SA for 
a good while yet.  
 
Amazingly he only turns 23 next week. -tt   

Application forms for the CTS Cape Premier Yearling Sale are now available, and can be 
downloaded by clicking THIS LINK 

http://www.kuda.co.za/
https://media.capethoroughbredsales.com/renewal/CPYS/2021/downloads/CPYS%202021%20Entry%20Form.pdf
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M.J. Byleveld looking  to get even 

          The home of   Horizon (SAF), by Dynasty 

Sun Met winner M.J. Byleveld doesn’t seem 
to have much luck towards the end of even 

numbered years.  

As most know, he faces a long spell on the  
sidelines after breaking his ankle and fibula  
recently when talented filly Labyrinth sadly  
collapsed and died during Milnerton track work. 

But if you go back, he also missed the major part 
of the Cape season in 2014 (shoulder), 2016 
(knee), and 2018 (neck).  

‘I told Mr Marshall if he doesn’t see me at track 
in September 2022 he knows why’ joked the  
always helpful rider.  

‘The first two weeks I had to keep it elevated and 
could do nothing. I’ve never felt pain like this, but 
it is getting better.’ 

And he has resorted to a scooter (pictured) to 
get around, which looks like something out of the 
moon landings. 

His return date is provisionally set for the end of 
March. - tt 

Enquiries: Jo Knowles on 083 399 6353 

joknowles.ems@gmail.com 

FILL A SPACE LIKE THIS, HERE, FOR THE 
PRICE OF A FACE MASK! 
mail: editor@turftalk.co.za 

MJ (toes on left) shows off his moon-buggy-like scooter 

mailto:joknowles.ems@gmail.com
mailto:editor@turftalk.co.za
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http://www.bushhillstud.co.za/
http://www.racingassociation.co.za/
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The Jockey Club is offering to hire a  
private jet to shuttle a handful of Europe’s 
top riders to Hong Kong for December’s  
international races as part of a campaign 
to expedite the quarantine process. 
 
Officials have submitted an application to the 
Hong Kong government to bring in a special 
set of health arrangements so the riders would 
only have to serve one week of quarantine 
before being free to compete at the club’s 
marquee events – the International Jockeys’ 
Championship on December 9 and the Hong 
Kong International Races on December 13. 
 
In this Covid-19 environment, anyone who  
enters Hong Kong must spend two weeks in 
quarantine before rejoining the community. 
The likes of Alexis Badel, Tony Piccone and 
David Hayes have all gone through that  
process in recent months. 
 
But under the proposal, the riders would have 

Hong Kong to provide private plane for jocks 

to return negative samples twice before  
departing and then spend a week at the Jockey 
Club’s Beas River premises, where they would 
continue to undergo regular testing before  
being allowed out. 
 
Several high-profile jockeys – including Ryan 
Moore and Christophe Soumillon – have  
signalled their interest in making the trip to 
Hong Kong and if this plan comes off, it will be 
a huge win for them. 
 
It could also have a positive impact on other 
international sports by providing an easier  
pathway for other elite athletes to enter the city, 
potentially providing a blueprint for an event like 
the Hong Kong Sevens. 
 
Jockey Club chief executive Winfried  
Engelbrecht-Bresges confirmed the proposal 
and expects an outcome within ‘three weeks’. 
 
‘We made a case for international athletes to 
get this exemption and hopefully this can be 
considered,’ Engelbrecht-Bresges said. 

www.scmp.com 

A Lear Jet yesterday 

http://www.klawervlei.co.za/
https://www.scmp.com/sport/racing/article/3106269/jockey-club-offers-private-jet-plan-slash-quarantine-top-european
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The first of the Southern Hemisphere  
breeze-up sales took place on Tuesday and 
despite much uncertainty around how the 
market would play out, the Inglis 
Ready2Race Sale in Australia held up  
remarkably well. 
 
* The Inglis R2R record was smashed by a 
Deep Field colt purchased by Louis Ho and the 
Macau Jockey Club for $610,000. 
* Numbers were up across the board with an 
aggregate of $10,964,000 compared to 
$8,051,500 in 2019, an average of $99,673 up 
from $79,718 and the median up by $10,000 
from $60,000 to $70,000 this year. 
* The clearance rate sits at 64.8 per cent but is 
set to rise in the coming days as more  
juveniles are sold privately. 
* 36 lots sold for $100,000 or more (a 38 per 
cent year-on-year increase), 12 lots sold for 
$200,000 or more (33 per cent increase) and 6 
sold for $300,000 or more (a 50 per cent rise). 
* The progeny of New Zealand champion sire 
Savabeel proved popular with three of his  
offspring sold for an average of $248,333, 
while first-season sire Capitalist was also  
popular as his progeny averaged $235,500 
with four horses sold. 
* Busuttin Racing topped the buyers sheet, 
purchasing three 2-year-olds for a total of 
$740,000. 

* New Zealand operation Ohukia Lodge came 
away as leading vendor by aggregate, selling 
14 of their 19 entries for a total of $1,447,500, 
while Lime Country Thoroughbreds were  
leading vendor by average as they sold five 
juveniles for an average price of $236,000. 
 
Record breaking 
It has been an uncertain few months leading 
into the 2020 sale but the results fared well 
and a number of records were broken despite 
many sectors of the buying bench being  
unable to attend the Sale in person. 
 
The record for the highest-priced horse sold at 
Inglis’ Ready2Race Sale was broken twice as 
Lot 35, a gelding by Capitalist from the Glenn 
Haven Thoroughbreds draft, realised $550,000 
to the bid of The Everest-winning owner Bon 
Ho, before Lot 162, a colt by Deep Field was 
purchased by Louis Ho and the Macau Jockey 
Club for $610,000 later in the day. 
 
There were an extra 17 lots offered at this 
year’s Sale compared to 2019 but the  
aggregate was still up 35.7 per cent from 
$8,051,500 to $10,926,500, while the average 
was up from $79,718 to $100,243 and the  
median rose from $60,000 in 2019 to $70,000 
at this year’s Sale. 
www.thoroughbreddailynews.com 

More good news at Inglis sale 

Deep Field, sire of the record-breaking colt 

https://www.tdnausnz.com.au/edition/2020-10-21/records-broken-at-inglis-ready2race-sale

